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“All the works of God proceed slowly and in pain;
but then, their roots are the sturdier
and their flowering the lovelier.”
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Preface to Volume 9

Volume 9 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger includes documents that refer to the growth and
development of the mission of the School Sisters of Notre
Dame in southeastern Prussia. During Mother Theresa’s
lifetime, two motherhouses were established in Prussia, one
at the Brede Convent near Brakel in Westphalia and the
other in Breslau (now Wrocŀaw in Poland). This volume includes letters referring to the development of the first mission in Breslau and the subsequent houses that eventually
formed the Silesian province of the congregation.
As part of the process leading toward the beatification of
Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger in 1985, 5,337 documents, which she either wrote or signed, were gathered
and copied by hand. These copies were notarized, numbered, packed in a large trunk, and taken to Rome. On December 17, 1929, they were presented to the Sacred
Congregation of Rites for further examination. This material is referred to here as the beatification collection.
Since it was beyond the scope of this work to locate original letters still extant in numerous archives, translations
were done from the notarized copies in the beatification collection. Some of the material in this collection was copied
from archival copies of the original documents and these
copies did not always include a signature. This does not
imply that the original document was unsigned.
A few documents in the beatification collection were either undated or misdated. Further study of these documents and their context helped determine probable dates,
which are indicated in brackets. Since the documents in this
volume are arranged chronologically, they do not always appear in numerical sequence. A numerical list of documents
can be found at the end of the book.

x

Preface

Words in the texts of the letters that appear in brackets
were added in order to help identify persons or places mentioned in the letters. Italics are used to indicate underlined
text found in the documents of the beatification collection.
Mother Theresa’s use of the name, Poor School Sisters
(Arme Schulschwestern), as well as the word order, has been
retained in this translation.
Place names are those commonly used in Mother
Theresa’s time. If the same place is known by a different
name today, a footnote supplies this information.
Efforts have been made to identify the recipients of each
letter. Titles are used in the headings and salutations, but
the nineteenth-century practice of repeating titles throughout the text and closing of a letter has been dropped for the
most part in this translation. Formal closings have been
simplified and are usually given as “Respectfully yours.”
After the beatification collection was delivered to Rome in
1929, additional documents were found that can be attributed to Mother Theresa or that were commissioned by her.
Two of these documents are included in this volume and
identified with a number followed by a letter, e.g., 1190 a.
In this volume, documents that were not included in the
beatification collection are classified as (1) an autograph, (2)
a transcript, or (3) a typescript. An autograph is a manuscript in the author’s handwriting. A transcript is an early,
handwritten copy of an original document. A typescript is a
typewritten copy of a document.

xi

Introduction

In 1849, Mother Theresa was called to send sisters to
Silesia, a region in Central Europe where widespread
poverty prevailed among a people diverse in language, country, and religious belief.
Four years earlier, Melchior von Diepenbrock from Regensburg was asked to become the prince bishop of Breslau,
Silesia’s capital. 1 He initially refused, stating that he did
not feel equal to the task of taking over an immense diocese
that, “due to a confluence of circumstances, appeared to be
one of the most difficult in the entire world.” It was only at
the expressed admonition of Pope Gregory XVI that he finally accepted the office in 1845. 2 The spiritual renewal of
the far-flung diocese quickly became the new prince bishop’s
greatest concern.
Crop failures in 1847 were followed by an epidemic of typhus that left thousands of orphaned children. Prince
Bishop Diepenbrock took responsibility for their care and
founded several new diocesan orphanages. Since the diocese had few religious personnel, he asked Mother Theresa
to send sisters to staff one of these orphanages. She did not
hesitate or refuse. More than once she stated, “Give us but
a small corner in Silesia. . . . God will take care of the rest.”3
In October 1851, six sisters began conducting Ad Matrem Dolorosam [Sorrowful Mother] Orphanage in Breslau.
As the letters in this volume show, the sisters’ service and
example there were crucial in Mother Theresa’s obtaining

1. Now Wrocław in Poland
2. See Werner Marschall, Geschichte des Bistums Breslau (Stuttgart: Konrad Theiss, 1979) 131.
3. See M. Liobgid Ziegler, Magd des Herrn (Typescript, Milwaukee)
276.
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Introduction

the Holy See’s approval of the religious congregation in early
1854.
Young women from the area were called to become Poor
School Sisters and a novitiate was opened in 1856. Missions
were opened throughout the diocese of Breslau, as well as
in neighboring dioceses, and the new province flourished.
Already on September 2, 1858, Mother Theresa had
written, “If a tree is to strike deep roots, it must be jolted
and joggled.” 4 As a result of the Kulturkampf in Prussia,
the province suffered great losses in the 1870s. The sisters
were forced to abandon one mission after another until the
motherhouse itself was transferred to a dilapidated building in neighboring Austrian Silesia.
Most of Mother
Theresa’s extant letters with reference to the situation during that time were addressed to persons living outside of
Prussia.
Before the sisters arrived in Breslau, Mother Theresa
wrote, “We are happy that the little mustard seed has been
sown at the institute Ad Matrem Dolorosam. With such a
loving and powerful patron, we hope for great success, especially because it concerns the salvation of souls. . . . Suffering will not be wanting because all salvation comes from
the cross.” 5 This was indeed a prophetic description of the
long history of the School Sisters of Notre Dame in and
around the region of Central Europe once commonly known
as Silesia.

4.
5.

See Document 2699, p. 102.
See Document 1019, p. 7.
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1850—1852
892:

To Prince Bishop Melchior von Diepenbrock
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 9, 1850
J!M!

Your Excellency! Most Reverend Prince Bishop! 1
Since a letter is being sent to Canon Gärth, 2 I would like
to use this opportunity to express once again our deep gratitude for the great kindness and attention with which you so
graciously received us in late autumn. 3
Our confessor has already given Canon Gärth a detailed
account of the affairs of the school and the order, 4 and so I

1. Melchior Joseph von Diepenbrock (1798-1853), Prince Bishop of
Breslau (now Wrocław in Poland) (1845-53)
2. Canon Aloysius Gärth was in charge of education in the diocese of
Breslau and the administrator of Ad Matrem Dolorosam (Sorrowful Mother) Orphanage in Breslau.
3. Since Prince Bishop Diepenbrock was not in Breslau in September 1849, when Mother Theresa and Fr. Matthias Siegert came for the
first time, he asked Canon Gärth to introduce them to the Prussian
schools and to the Ursuline Sisters who were teaching in Breslau. On
their return trip to Munich, Mother Theresa and Fr. Siegert accepted
Prince Bishop Diepenbrock’s invitation and visited him at his summer
residence in Johannesberg Castle near Jaürnig (now Jánský Vrch near
Javorník in the Czech Republic). See M. Liobgid Ziegler, Magd des Herrn
(Typescript, Milwaukee) 274-275
4. On March 9, 1850, Canon Aloysius Gärth inquired about the conditions for sending sisters to take charge of the diocesan orphanage in
Breslau, Ad Matrem Dolorosam. He also wrote about resistance on the
part of some people to the introduction of the Poor School Sisters in Silesia. Fr. Matthias Siegert responded on May 8, 1850, and mentioned,
among other things, Mother Theresa’s preference for the orphanage in
Breslau as the first mission in Silesia since it was close to the center of the
diocese and would not impede the work of the Ursuline Sisters. See Ziegler, Magd des Herrn, 276, and Copia Publica (Transcript, Generalate)
4716-24.
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will close this letter by requesting your episcopal blessing.
Leaving everything to God and your wise judgment, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of J.
907:

To Prince Bishop Melchior von Diepenbrock
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
July 2, 1850
J!M!

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Our archbishop 5 graciously sent me your sealed letter
and then took the trouble to visit us personally in order to
discuss the topic under consideration, a topic that is very
close to his heart. 6
Above all, I wish to express my deep gratitude for the
great confidence in us that you expressed in your letter 7 and
then to submit my response. After consultation with God
and with our archbishop, as I mentioned above, I think it
would best serve our purposes if, for now, we would send the
sisters requested to take charge of the central orphanage in
Rybnik in Silesia. As difficult as it is for us to send School
Sisters—who are requested from every side—we were so
deeply moved by the condition of these poor, neglected orphans that we were drawn like a magnet to this meritorious field of labor. In these hard times when so many adults
have been lost, we want to save the children’s souls for
heaven. We also want to give the poor orphans thorough instruction and training in everything they will need to make
an honest living as devout, Christian servants.

5. Carl August von Reisach (1800-69), Archbishop of Munich and
Freising (1846-56)
6. The opening of a mission in Silesia
7. On June 17, 1850, Prince Bishop Diepenbrock requested ten sisters to take charge of an orphanage with 300 children in Rybnik, Upper
Silesia (now in southern Poland). See Ziegler, Magd des Herrn, 276.
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Finally, you expressed the desirability of my personal examination of the situation as soon as possible and before sisters are sent to the institute. Since our archbishop considers
this essential, I would like to state my willingness to come
at any time and to ask when and where I should travel.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister of Notre Dame
M. Theresa of Jesus
908:

To King Louis I
Munich (Excerpt)
J!M!

July 3, 1850

Most Illustrious Monarch!
Most Gracious Majesty, King and Lord!8
. . . The American sisters are awaiting another missionary group from Europe, but we cannot possibly afford to
send any sisters now. We should send some sisters to Württemberg9 and some to take charge of an orphanage in Prussian Silesia where typhoid fever has left thousands of
or10
phans. The prince bishop of Breslau must establish orphanages for them and since he has complete freedom from
His Majesty, the king, 11 over these matters, he requested the
School Sisters from Bavaria. . . . 12

8.
9.
1851.
10.
11.
12.

Louis I (1786-1868), King of Bavaria (1825-48)
A mission was opened in Rottenburg, Württemberg, in September
Prince Bishop Diepenbrock
Frederick William IV (1795-1861), King of Prussia (1840-61)
Document 908 can be found in its entirety in Volume 6 of Letters

of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau

Munich
March 16, 1851

J!M!
Very Reverend Canon!
Please do not take it amiss that unavoidable circumstances prevented me from responding to your esteemed letter until today.
It is evident from your last letter that the obstacles to our
coming to Silesia, or more specifically, to Breslau, 13 have not
been overcome by any means and that new problems are
constantly arising instead. Since the cause is dragging out
unusually long, we are also facing difficulties, some resulting from the illness and death of so many sisters and others
from the staffing of new houses in our own country where
the desire for sisters is increasing everywhere. We are simply unable to satisfy all these requests and must stop for a
while in order to prevent exhausting our order.
For all these reasons, we feel we must tell you that, for
the time being, we will have to wait with sending sisters to
Silesia until God ordains otherwise. When the obstacles
hovering over both sides are set aside and if it is God’s holy
will, we can come to conduct the institute.
In the meantime, perhaps God will let you find one or
other candidate whom we would be happy to begin preparing so that the proposed goal can be reached.
With the additional request that you give my best regards to His Eminence, the cardinal and prince bishop, 14 I
sign myself with gratitude and respect,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

13. At the time this letter was written, there were still two possibilities for missions in the archdiocese of Breslau—the orphanage in Rybnik
and Ad Matrem Dolorosam in Breslau.
14. Prince Bishop Diepenbrock was named a cardinal on September
30, 1850.

1850—1852
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To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

5

Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 2, 1851
J!M!

Very Reverend Archdean! 15
In the absence of our confessor [Matthias Siegert], please
allow me to respond to your kind letter of April 12 with the
enclosed plan so that the matter will not be delayed any
longer. 16
Regarding the enclosed plan, I think a few changes would
be practical:
1. With the exception of the classrooms, could the rooms
on the ground floor be reversed so that the entrance would
face south?
2. Could the kitchen be made larger so that it would
have two windows instead of one?
3. The present location of the laundry would make the
entire house too damp. It should be away from the building
and close to the woodshed. Then the entire space from the
kitchen to the end of the building could serve as a community room and refectory.
4. If the entrance faces the south, then I ask that the
lavatories on both floors would be built next to the class-

15. Fr. Anton Ludwig was archdean in the district of Glatz and the
pastor in Ebersdorf (now Kłodzko and Domaszków in southern Poland,
close to the Czech border). For centuries, the district of Glatz belonged to
Bohemia and the archdiocese of Prague. After the district fell to Prussia
in 1763, the Prussian government unsuccessfully tried to dissolve its connection with the archdiocese of Prague. In 1810, the government created
the title, Archdean for the District of Glatz. This arrangement continued
until 1972.
16. According to the Chronological Sketches for the year 1852, Fr. Joseph Larisch, the pastor in Wölfelsdorf (now Wilkanów in Poland), left his
inheritance for the establishment of a school for girls in his parish that
would be entrusted to the Poor School Sisters from Bavaria. Fr. Anton
Ludwig, the administrator of the will, obtained permission from the archbishop of Prague and the royal government in Prussia to carry out this
intent and then traveled to Munich in 1850 to ask Mother Theresa for sisters to staff the school.
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rooms, facing north. Those facing west would be for the sisters and the boarders. Otherwise, the children would have
to walk the length of the building, causing great disturbance.
5. I think we should leave out the middle wall between
the front room and the first cell on the upper floor. If boarders come, we could use the larger room with three windows
as a study hall for them. Otherwise, this room could be used
for needlework classes. The remaining three cells would be
sufficient.
We can imagine your joy at having furthered God’s cause
to the point where you can begin building. May God send
help for the successful completion of the entire project!
Despite his great concern for the project in Breslau,
Canon [Aloysius] Gärth still has not been able to bring this
undertaking as far as yours. God’s will be done! We will do
our part, that is, support you with our prayer, just as we also
ask for yours.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1019: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau
J!M!

Munich
July 9, 1851

Very Reverend Canon!
Even before the work of God began, there were so many
difficulties and they will not diminish after its realization
either. 17 Nevertheless, we hope that if God gives the grace,
we will experience consolation and joy in this life and a
blessed reward in eternity.

17. On June 21, 1851, Canon Gärth wrote of the failure of the proposed mission in Rybnik, but offered Mother Theresa Ad Matrem Dolorosam Orphanage in Breslau. Cardinal Diepenbrock enclosed his
personal invitation to the sisters: “A new, wide, and—we hope—fruitful
field of labor in our diocese awaits you. . . . Therefore, come! May God
bless your entry here!” See Ziegler, Magd des Herrn, 276.
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We are happy that the little mustard seed has been sown
at the institute Ad Matrem Dolorosam. With such a loving,
powerful patron and guardian, we hope for great success,
especially because it concerns the salvation of souls that her
Divine Son ransomed with his Precious Blood. We may not
shy away from any sacrifice for this purpose. We see this in
you and I think you can see it in us as well. I must admit
openly that Mary has reinforced my trust and persistence
so that I left other places unfilled in order to send sisters to
Breslau under her protection.
As far as the buildings are concerned, renovations at the
site must be kept to a minimum—the fewer the better.
If you are satisfied with the teacher for the boys, I have
no objections, but he ought to be musically inclined and live
elsewhere. This is a necessary requirement. Do you think
we could get a good, dependable servant?
I think we ought to give the present housemother a pension rather than another position as portress. In comparison with her former position, being the portress would be
humiliating and certainly cause friction. It would be better
to have a completely new beginning than to have even
greater suffering later. In any case, suffering will not be
wanting because all salvation comes from the cross.
I have already expressed my views regarding the departure of the regent 18 who will no longer be needed. For the
love of God, another priest is willing to come for Mass and
catechetical instructions. Dr. Paintner, the secretary who
left us to return home, 19 said that Fr. Oettinger, the subregent, would be happy to come, give catechetical instructions,
and hear confessions.
Our school year continues until the end of August and
then the sisters must make their retreat.
Therefore, we
probably will not be able to come to Breslau until the end of
September. This will be to your advantage because the necessary personnel changes will be made by then and the cur-

18. Fr. Herrmann
19. Dr. Paintner was Cardinal Diepenbrock’s personal secretary. Evidently he visited the Munich motherhouse prior to the writing of this letter.
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rent budget year ended. At least that is the case in Bavaria.

Since several bedsteads and small tables will be in the
institute, no further preparations for the sisters who are
coming will be necessary.
Finally, extending best regards from our confessor [Matthias Siegert], I remain prayerfully and respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
1027: To Louise Hadamquik
Breslau

Munich
August 18, 1851

J!M!
Dear Louise! 20
In your letter of August 10, you told me of your distress
at having to leave the orphanage in October. As much as I
sympathize with you, I can do little to help you or to change
things in the future. The cardinal 21 called the sisters and it
is definite now that they will come to conduct the orphanage.
Due to the foundation’s necessary reorganization, your
financial situation, which is completely unknown to me, will
surely change. The administration will give you proper consideration and you may not give in to despair for, as you
said, your Christian love does not allow this either.
Since you did not take upon yourself the difficulties of the
foundation for the sake of earthly pay, God will not leave you
without reward. God, who feeds the birds of the air and
clothes the flowers of the field, 22 will surely provide for your
needs because you served God in the orphaned children.
Moreover, you are still in the best years of your life and
certainly do not lack the skills needed to earn a living.

20. Louise Hadamquik served at Ad Matrem Dolorosam until the sisters arrived. See Document 1019, p. 7.
21. Cardinal Diepenbrock
22. See Matthew 6:26.
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Therefore, trust in the love of God to whom the heavens
and the earth belong. With God, there are a thousand possibilities and you will not be disappointed.
With love and esteem,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
1036: To Cardinal Melchior von Diepenbrock
Breslau
J!M!

August 1851

Your Eminence!
Most Reverend Cardinal and Prince Bishop!
In accordance with your instructions, I mentioned to
Canon [Aloysius] Gärth that the building renovations at Ad
Matrem Dolorosam are to be held to a minimum and that
they can be easily managed when we are at the site. I also repeated my earlier request regarding the dismissal of the
teachers and household personnel in order to prevent difficulties and conflicts later. 23
I discussed further details with your secretary 24 who gave
us very welcome and amicable tips for the good of the cause.
With God’s help, we hope to be in Breslau to take charge
of the institute by the end of September. I have a great interest in this institute because I cherish the confident hope
that Mary is taking the entire work under her protection
and that it will spread out from there with many blessings.
It is for this reason that I am very happy to accompany my
dear sisters to Breslau.
I am thinking of calling a sister from Westphalia, 25 who
became well acquainted with the Prussian schools and
methods last year, and sending her with the sisters who are
going to Breslau so that, with God's help, a good beginning
will be made.
23. See Document 1019, pp. 6-8.
24. Dr. Paintner
25. Sister M. Philomena Blattner
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Recommending this cause to your gracious benevolence
and requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully
yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
1042: To Bishop Joseph von Lipp
Rottenburg in Württemberg
[Before September 23, 1851]
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency! 26
You sent a personal, handwritten letter saying that another sister should come with me to Rottenburg before October.
We recently finished our retreat. As soon as the sisters
have returned to their missions, I will make the promised
visit to Rottenburg as planned, 27 even if our arrival in Breslau by October 1 is anxiously awaited. The entire institute
in Breslau was divested of its personnel and the Poor School
Sisters will reopen it.
Requesting your episcopal blessing and with a heart
filled with loving gratitude, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of J.

26. Joseph von Lipp (1795-1869), Bishop of Rottenburg (1847-69)
27. According to an excerpt from the Motherhouse Chronicle, Mother
Theresa became ill and Fr. Siegert accompanied the sisters to the new
mission in Rottenburg. Their arrival on September 23, 1851, helped to
determine the date of this letter.

1850—1852

1044: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau
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Munich
September 16, 1851

J!M!
Very Reverend Canon!
Since our retreat is over now, I hasten to answer your
letter of September 4 (received on September 8) 28 and to express above all my deep gratitude for the undeserved charity and the great efforts that you made for the proposed
work. May God bless your endeavors and those of the sisters
who are coming!
Since we must make our journey by way of Westphalia
and time is pressing, it is necessary for me to let you know
that it will be almost impossible for us to come and take
charge of the institute in Breslau before the middle of October. With your kind permission, we will stay at the institute Ad Matrem Dolorosam from the very beginning as we
usually do in cases like this.
Since I have not seen the entire situation and have not
given it careful attention, I am still unable to say what
should happen with regard to the servants. I will send convent personnel for most of the household services as well as
an extern to act as portress. 29
We ask that you would allow us to make a quiet entrance
into Breslau—in all humility like our dear Lord Jesus—so
that we will receive grace and not provoke our enemies.
The good Elise Leber 30 has already applied and will
begin her time of probation on a provisional basis. Thank
you for your kind and honest communication. Several more
28. After the Prussian government finally gave permission for the
Bavarian sisters to come to Breslau, Canon Gärth wrote to Mother Theresa on September 4, 1851, “Everything is ready; come, not to the wedding,
but to hard labor in the Silesian vineyard.” See Frederick Friess, Life of
Reverend Mother Mary Teresa of Jesus Gerhardinger (Baltimore: St.
Mary’s Industrial School Press, n.d.) 205.
29. Maria Wainzel is named as the portress in Document 1082, p. 17.
30. Elise Leber was received in Munich and given the name Sister M.
Heriberta on December 8, 1852.
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Prussian candidates have applied. 31 May God help all of us
reach the desired goal!
So much in unbecoming haste!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus

1052: To Archbishop Carl August von Reisach
Munich
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters in Munich
September 27, 1851
J!M!
Your Excellency! Most Reverend Archbishop!
Sending School Sisters to Breslau
As Your Excellency knows from the communications of
His Eminence, the prince bishop of Breslau, 32 and the respectfully undersigned, negotiations have been taking place
for several years with regard to sending School Sisters from
Bavaria to Silesia, where they will conduct orphanages that
became necessary after the recent epidemic of typhoid fever.
According to what the cardinal and prince bishop told us
through his secretary, 33 everything is settled now and we
will be able to take charge of an orphanage in Breslau on a
provisional basis in early October. Therefore, I will travel to
Breslau in a few days with the following sisters: M.
Clothilde Müller, M. Ulrica Bramberger, M. Melania
Schlicht, M. Johanna Nepomucene Segwald, and M. Ursula
Brunner.

31. On Canon Gärth’s recommendation, eight young women applied
for entrance into the community by 1852. See Document 973, p. 4, and M.
Aquina Tilgner, Beiträge zur Geschichte der Schlesischen Ordensprovinz
[Teil I, 1851-1946] (Typescript, Generalate) 15.
32. Cardinal Diepenbrock
33. Dr. Paintner

1850—1852
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Requesting a religious travel permit and your episcopal
blessing, 34 I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of J.
Superior of the Poor School Sisters

1079: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau

December 19, 1851

J!M!
Very Reverend Prelate!
On my return from Bohemia, I found your esteemed letter telling me about developments in our house Ad Matrem
Dolorosam. 35 Thank you very much for your charity, efforts,
and pastoral care! My sisters cannot say enough about it.
You provided them with an altar and they are happy to have
Holy Mass in their convent, just as the cardinal 36 had assured them.
I trust in God that with the establishment of the enclosure and the abolition of harmful visiting by relatives, a new
and prosperous era for the foundation will begin. If they
want the children to be in good hands and cared for, they
must also accept this.

34. In a letter of September 29, 1851, Dr. Frederick Windischmann,
Vicar-General of the Archdiocese of Munich and Freising, informed Mother Theresa that permission for the journey, dispensation from the enclosure during the journey, and the episcopal blessing were granted. See
Copia Publica, 3885-86.
35. On November 26, 1851, Canon Gärth wrote that when he visited
Ad Matrem Dolorosam, he saw only cheerful and friendly faces. “Sister
Clothilde teaches, sings, and helps everywhere; Sister Melania manages
the children, and Sister Ulrica works quietly and unpretentiously in her
area. Ursula and Nepomucene cook, fry, and bake . . . and Philomena is
above and below, going up and down the steps, always and everywhere the
caring superior.” See Ziegler, Magd des Herrn, 278. Sisters M. Philomena
and M. Clothilde Müller were already certified to teach in Prussia.
36. Cardinal Diepenbrock
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Fr. [Laurentius] Marks is the chaplain! 37 May God grant
him grace!
Fr. Herrmann, 38 who is ill, has already left the foundation. Would you kindly show him special benevolence and
mercy because, according to everything that I heard and saw
for myself, he had to endure many things.
Dr. Krainski 39 is already giving Polish lessons.
It gives me great consolation that the cardinal is the sisters’ extraordinary confessor. 40 Thanks be to God for everything!
The enclosed document can serve as a certificate of origin in case you need to present it to the police. Perhaps it
will save you some effort.
With regard to our order’s rule and constitutions, we told
the cardinal at the very beginning and again in the enclosed
letter 41 that we live according to the Notre Dame Rule. 42
Some necessary changes in the constitution will have to be
presented to the Holy See and, since we now have sufficient
experience, we are currently working on these changes.
Enclosed is a copy of the chapter from the rule regarding
confessors. 43

37. In addition to his duties as chaplain at Ad Matrem Dolorosam,
Fr. Marks also instructed the candidates and taught religion to the children in the orphanage and in the elementary school.
38. See Document 1080, p. 15.
39. Dr. Vincent Krainski, a university professor, was the author of
numerous works in Polish. He was ordained later in life and served as
confessor at the cathedral in Breslau until his death in 1882.
40. An ordinary confessor was appointed by the bishop for each convent in the diocese to administer the Sacrament of Penance to the sisters
living there. An extraordinary confessor was also appointed to administer
the sacrament four times a year during Ember days.
41. See Document 1080, pp. 15-16.
42. St. Peter Fourier (1565-1640) was a Canon of St. Augustine and
the pastor in Mattaincourt in Lorraine. Together with Blessed Alix Le
Clerc, he founded the Congrégation Notre-Dame in 1597. After 1628, its
members were also known as the Canonesses of St. Augustine. On August
28, 1645, Pope Innocent X approved the Notre Dame Rule, which Peter
Fourier compiled for this congregation.
43. A translation of this chapter and can be found in Document 1092
in the beatification collection.
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I ask for your patience, but if the sisters cannot serve there
until our holy rule has been granted approbation, you know that
I will be very happy to take them back again immediately.
May I ask that you would kindly extend our best regards
and the expression of our heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Marks
and his niece. Our confessor [Matthias Siegert] also sends
greetings.
Repeating the expression of our gratitude and the request that you would continue to give our sisters your pastoral care, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
1080: To Cardinal Melchior von Diepenbrock
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 19, 1851
J!M!
Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal!
Since I did not have the privilege of speaking with you
the last time I was in Breslau or of recommending my dear
sisters to you, I must do so now in writing. The sisters told
me that you returned to Breslau and that your visit to the
convent gave them joy and consolation.
Zealous collaboration is truly necessary if there is to be
even a little improvement in the institute. No one except
Fr. Herrmann, the regent, seems to have been concerned
about the welfare of the little flock. According to what I saw
and heard, Fr. Herrmann, who is ill, must have been a martyr, and I implore that you would grant him your merciful
benevolence. The exterior of the house was only a reflection
of the interior situation. Thanks be to God, the house will
finally be put in order again!
I trust in God that, with the arrangement of a convent
chapel and the celebration of Holy Mass, both adoration and
good works for the glory of God will usher in a new era with
abundant blessing for the foundation.
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I signed the agreement drafted at the time, 44 but I would
like to request a copy for our motherhouse. According to this
agreement, we are required to present a copy of our rule and
constitutions, which we will do as soon as they are confirmed
by Rome. As you know from Regensburg, 45 from our first
meeting in Breslau, and from my subsequent written explanation, 46 we live according to the Notre Dame Rule. As
we said, some changes in the constitution are necessary and
we must submit these changes to the Holy See. We are
working on this now.
Until this is completed, I must appeal to your kind forbearance and patience. As soon as you let me know where
improvement is necessary, I will always do whatever is possible. If, however, the sisters do not meet the expectations
stipulated in the agreement, or if the temporary situation
regarding the holy rule is still a hindrance, I will be happy
to withdraw them.

Finally, I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of the chapter on
the confessors, in case you would like to make use of it. 47
Urgently recommending my dear sisters to your pastoral care,
I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters

44. On October 23, 1851, Mother Theresa and Fr. Siegert signed an
agreement with Cardinal Diepenbrock, which outlined the conditions for
the sisters at Ad Matrem Dolorosam. This agreement expressly stated
that, with regard to the internal affairs of their religious life, the sisters
would remain united with and dependent on the motherhouse in Munich.
A copy of this agreement was not included in the beatification collection
but can be found in Die Schlesische Ordensprovinz der Kongregation der
Armen Schulschwestern von U. L. Fr. von 1851 bis 1926 (Breslau: R.
Nischkowsky, 1926) 139-142.
45. Melchior Diepenbrock was ordained for the diocese of Regensburg
in 1823 and served as secretary to Bishops John Michael Sailer and
George Michael Wittmann (1823-33), as cathedral provost (1834-1845),
and as vicar-general of the diocese (1842-44). During this time, he became
acquainted with Mother Theresa, first as a teacher in the school in
Stadtamhof and later as the foundress of the new congregation in Neunburg vorm Wald.
46. Fr. Siegert wrote this explanation in his letter of May 8, 1850, to
Canon Gärth. See Copia Publica, 4716-24.
47. See Footnote 43, p. 15.
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1082: To the Royal Episcopal Administration
Breslau
December 1851
Royal Episcopal Administration of the Ad Matrem Dolorosam Foundation in Breslau!
The episcopal administration has requested that the
motherhouse of the Order of the Poor School Sisters in Munich send certificates of origin for the School Sisters sent to
Breslau, although they have already shown their temporary
passports. In case they would ever leave Breslau, their
home as professed sisters is the motherhouse of the order.
Nevertheless, we again gathered the enclosed certificates and, for the reasons given above, we are unable to send
any more.
Sister Clothilde Müller was born in Erfurt, Prussia, and
if her passport is not sufficient, she will have to obtain her
certificate of origin from Erfurt.
Our two aspirants, Alexandra Schmidt and Frances
Wolf, have passports that are valid for three years. Since
they will return to Munich before their passports expire, a
certificate of origin is unnecessary.
We do not know the hometown of Maria Wainzel, an extern who serves as portress for the convent. Maria can give
you this information and you can obtain her certificate of
origin from the city of her birth.
Respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
1123: To a Young Woman

Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 8, 1852
J!M!

You requested admission into our missionary order in
which God asks that we not only work for our own sanctification but also serve young people for the rest of our lives.
This arduous vocation demands that we undergo all sorts of
humiliations and observe poverty with total renunciation of
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self, complete submission of our own will, and readiness to
go wherever we are called in the vineyard.
Do you think you have the courage and strength to undertake all of this?
Moreover, you must pass the examination for elementary
teachers in Breslau. Therefore, your first period of probation 48 must be at Ad Matrem Dolorosam, as I have already
written to Sister Philomena [Blattner]. If, with God’s grace
and under the patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother
of Our Order, the results are favorable, we will call you to
our motherhouse here in Munich so that you can complete
your time of probation and receive the religious habit.
Although the order is happy to relinquish a dowry,
young women who enter our order cover the cost of room and
board, as well as clothing, books, and other items that are
needed during the candidature and novitiate. This also includes the cost of reception and profession, which amounts
to a few hundred thalers, 49 because our order does not have
the means to cover these expenses. I will keep your certificates here until we hear from you again.
Recommending you to the Most Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

48. The candidature
49. One thaler was worth approximately 70¢ in American currency at
the time.
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Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 8, 1852
J!M!

Reverend Secretary!
You kindly gave me the consoling news that His Eminence is feeling better 50 and that the dear sisters in Breslau
have done well thus far. Thanks be to God!
With regard to Sister Philomena [Blattner], I did say at
the Brede Convent that she would not remain in Breslau
permanently and that she would return. 51 By this, however,
I did not mean that she would return and stay at the Brede
Convent, but rather that she would go there only for a short
visit. Her appointment to Breslau caused such great distress at the Brede Convent, and everything was done to prevent her from leaving. She will remain in Breslau for now
and if she is sent to the Brede Convent to make visitation as
my representative, she will return soon.
If our personnel must take the examination again, then
they must do it in God’s name! Clothilde [Müller] passed
hers in Prussia. Unfortunately, we do not have her certificate
here, but she should be able to get it from Erfurt. What is the
purpose of another examination? This would be the fourth or
fifth time that she must pass an examination! It is only natural that this would be unpleasant for anyone and even more
so for a religious. I hope this difficulty will be prevented in
the future when we have Prussian certified teachers!
It makes me immeasurably happy that the sisters now
have our dear Lord in their chapel. We have this privilege at
several of our missions where the sisters have Mass in the
convent. A priest from the Germanicum in Rome told us that

50. Cardinal Diepenbrock was suffering from cancer at the time.
51. Sister M. Philomena was the first superior at the Brede Convent
in Westphalia when it opened in May 1850. On October 15, 1851, Mother
Theresa and Fr. Siegert traveled to the Brede Convent and then accompanied Sister Philomena and two candidates from there to the new mission
in Breslau.
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they have the Blessed Sacrament on the first and second
floors of their building, which is connected to the church. 52
In closing, may I ask that you kindly extend my best regards to His Eminence and recommend our cause to his pastoral care.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
1083: To Cardinal Melchior von Diepenbrock
Breslau
[March 8, 1852] 53
J!M!
Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal!
Since I am responding to your secretary’s inquiries regarding Sister Clothilde’s [Müller] examination and Sister
Philomena’s [Blattner] appointment in Breslau, 54 I also
want to express our deep gratitude for the undeserved kindness you have shown my dear sisters at Ad Matrem Dolorosam from the beginning to the present.
We are
especially grateful to you for giving us permission to have a
chapel and for adorning it with such beautiful vestments.
The presence of the Blessed Sacrament there is our infinite
treasure and happiness on earth.

52. The Collegium Germanicum was founded in Rome in 1552 in order to provide German-speaking priests with the education and formation
necessary to counteract the Protestant Reformation. From 1819 until
1851, the college was located in the building adjoining the Jesuit Church
of the Gesu. St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the college, lived, wrote
the constitutions for the Society of Jesus, and died in this building. The
college is now known as the Pontificium Collegium Germanicum et Hungaricum de Urbe.
53. Although the date on the copy of this document prepared for the
beatification is given as December 1851, internal evidence indicates that
this letter was written on March 8, 1852.
54. See Document 1124, pp. 19-20.
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Your Eminence's pastoral kindness did not tire, however, and you surprised us with an altarpiece that is as
meaningful as it is beautiful. The artist has already
sketched a picture of the sisters in
our house. 55
May God abundantly reward
you for everything! The sisters
will pray even more fervently for
you to their Divine Bridegroom in
the Blessed Sacrament. I confidently hope that our infinitely
good and loving God, who will not
be outdone in mercy and generosity, will also hear their daily
prayer.
May God also send us many
Prussian candidates so that we
can be of immediate service when
places are open to us!
By Easter, sisters will leave for the same school in Stadtamhof where Bishop [George Michael] Wittmann 56 was pastor and catechist and where I, too, was a teacher. They are
being sent to the original roots, surely a joyous feast for the

55. The oil painting designed and commissioned by Cardinal
Diepenbrock for the chapel in Breslau and shown here was completed after his death in January 1853. According to the inscription, it was painted
in Munich by F. Reigers, who was married to Cardinal Diepenbrock’s
niece. See Schlesische Ordensprovinz, Frontispiece and 142.
56. George Michael Wittmann (1760-1833) was ordained in Regensburg in 1782. He was appointed subregent of the seminary in Regensburg
in 1788 and regent in 1802. In 1804, he was appointed cathedral pastor in
Regensburg and became the school inspector in Stadtamhof, where Caroline Gerhardinger was attending classes. He became her spiritual director
and guide and introduced her to his vision of a religious congregation dedicated to the education of girls. In 1829, he was appointed auxiliary bishop of Regensburg. In 1832, Bishop Wittmann was named the bishop of
Regensburg, but before his appointment was confirmed by Rome, he died
on March 8, 1833.
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founder and for you, who helped the early development of
God’s work in such a pastoral manner. 57
Pleading for your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters

1156: To Cardinal Melchior von Diepenbrock
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
April 14, 1852
J!M!
Your Eminence!
Most Reverend Cardinal and Prince Bishop!
Although our sisters have been under your episcopal
care for only a short time, I venture nevertheless to appeal
for an episcopal testimony regarding the Poor School Sisters’ effectiveness in your diocese up to now. We need this
as soon as possible to support us in a matter of concern for
the order. 58 You are familiar with our origins through our
founder Bishop [George Michael] Wittmann.
Expressing our deep gratitude for your sincere condolences at the untimely death of our dear Sister Melania, 59 I
remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters

57. Two candidates were sent to open a mission in Stadtamhof on
May 1, 1852.
58. Mother Theresa was in the process of submitting the necessary
changes in the Notre Dame Rule to the Holy See for confirmation and approval. For an account of the situation at the time, see Benilda Dix,
SSND, Love Cannot Wait (Milwaukee: School Sisters of Notre Dame,
1987) 101-111.
59. Sister M. Melania Schlicht died at age 36 on Good Friday, April 9,
1852.

1850—1852

23

1159: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau

Our Motherhouse in Munich
April 16, 1852
J!M!

Very Reverend Prelate!
Your kind letter brought us both sorrow and consolation.
What sorrow and overwhelming grief to have lost our
dear Sister Melania [Schlicht] so quickly and unexpectedly!
She was excellent in her position. The climate in Breslau
may have contributed greatly to her death. We also have
reason to worry about Sister Philomena [Blattner]!
May God prevent a similar loss! As it is, we already have
problems resulting from a lack of personnel and we are unable to meet the needs and demands coming from all sides.
God does not leave us without consolation, however, for Sister Melania followed her Divine Bridegroom into heaven on
the great day of our redemption, yes, almost at the hour of
his death. May God grant her eternal rest! May God preserve you even longer to help safeguard and strengthen this
holy work! Wherever God’s work flourished, it was always
at the price of similar, painful sacrifices. Therefore, it will
continue only through suffering and the cross.
God is sending us more than we can bear and it is indeed the vocation of Christians on earth to accept in God’s
name whatever is sent to us.
Expressing my deep gratitude for your pastoral kindness
and care and once again recommending the Poor School Sisters, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
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1174: To Cardinal Melchior von Diepenbrock
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
April 25, 1852
J!M!
Your Eminence!
Most Reverend Cardinal and Prince Bishop!
We just received your personally written letter and the
requested testimonials. 60 Their contents were like cooling
balm for our wounded hearts. Indeed, your kind and apostolic letter brought heavenly consolation to our souls that
are steeped in sorrow. May God reward you a thousand
times, here and in eternity!
Praise and thanks be to God if Sister Philomena [Blattner] satisfactorily passed the examination in Prussia! She
will remain in Breslau now and only check on one or other
of our houses in Prussia occasionally if I am prevented from
doing so. 61

60. See Document 1156, p. 22.
On April 21, 1852, Cardinal
Diepenbrock wrote the following testimony: “At the request of the Venerable Mother Superior of the Poor School Sisters in Munich, Mary Theresa
of Jesus, I hereby testify that I have known the devout society of the Poor
School Sisters from its earliest origins. I recognize the hand of God and
the intercession of the two venerable founders [Francis Sebastian] Job and
[George Michael] Wittmann in their miraculously rapid and beneficial
development and expansion. I also consider the effectiveness of this institute to be very significant and useful precisely in our times when so much
is corrupted by education and there is so much to save and build up by the
same means. I am completely satisfied with the sisters whom I am happy
to have in my diocese and I owe the interior and exterior improvement of
one of the Catholic orphanages under my special care to their faithful and
devout work. I earnestly desire the further expansion of this devout society for the genuine Christian education of girls and young women in my
diocese and I expect the very best results from this.” See Selige Theresia
von Jesu Gerhardinger (1797-1879) Ein Leben für Kirche und Schule (Regensburg: Schnell & Steiner, 1997) 246.
61. In April 1852, missions in Prussia included the Brede Convent
near Brakel in Westphalia and Ad Matrem Dolorosam in Breslau. Preparations were being made to open a mission in Wölfelsdorf in the District of
Glatz later that year and requests for sisters had come from Bökerhof and
Vinsebeck in Westphalia.
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God is directing us poor orphans to you as a father and
friend of our religious institute, which is in such great need.
If only I could speak with you for an hour and ask your advice! This cannot be done in writing.
Thank you a thousand times for the joy and consolation
of having our own burial places 62 and for all the undeserved
favors which you have granted us.
Recommending my poor sisters to your pastoral care and
requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully
yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
1182: To Archbishop Carl August von Reisach
Munich (Excerpt)
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters in Munich
May 29, 1852
J!M!
Most Reverend Archbishop! Your Excellency! 63
. . . The institute at the Brede Convent in Westphalia, is
expanding, but one sister has developed tuberculosis. Sister
M. Melania [Schlicht] died in Breslau. We are sending Sister M. Bernardine Stiessberger to help at the Brede Convent and Sister M. Mathilde Petri to Breslau. It will be
necessary for them to leave Munich on June 2. . . . 64

62. Through the intercession of Cardinal Diepenbrock, permission
was granted to have Sister Melania buried in the garden at Ad Matrem
Dolorosam. Sisters who died later were buried in St. Lawrence Cemetery
in Breslau. See Schlesische Ordensprovinz, 20.
63. On April 22, 1852, Archbishop Reisach demanded that Mother
Theresa report every transfer of sisters to him, including those taking
place outside the archdiocese of Munich and Freising.
64. Document 1182 can be found in its entirety in Volume 3 of Letters

of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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1190 a:

To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 6, 1852
J!M!
Dear Sister Philomena!

According to what I heard and read from your last letter,
the sisters have already told you a little about our most recent indescribable suffering so that you could stand by us
and help us storm heaven through prayer and penance. 65
In addition to the communications you have already received, I am sending an account of our sisters’ experiences in
Rottenburg. Thanks be to God, the sisters have now returned to our motherhouse!66 I am also enclosing copies of
the Rottenburg files, the introduction to the holy rule, and
my petition to the Holy Father 67 so that you can read them,
but especially so that you can share them with the cardinal 68 for his kind examination. We are depending very much
on this because, after God, we have little or no earthly support in our very great distress involving the life of the order.
Some of the bishops who were entrusted with the entire
matter promised to stand up for the good cause, but they are
in a very difficult position because, to a certain extent, they
Therefore, dear
are subordinate to the archbishop. 69
Philomena, for the love of Jesus, I ask that you would take
my place and, in the name of all of us, entrust our concerns
with childlike openness to His Eminence’s pastoral, loving
care and plead with great fervor for his protection, help, and
advice.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will give you the right words to
say because it is impossible for me to write how I feel and I
may not travel! I cannot go to Rome either because the Holy
65. See Dix, Love Cannot Wait, 106-108.
66. Sister M. Radegundis Bruder left the mission in Rottenburg,
Württemberg, on February 6, 1852, and Sisters M. Willibalda Deischer
and M. Hilda Vestner on May 7, 1852.
67. Document 1190, addressed to Pope Pius IX, can be found in Volume 3 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
68. Cardinal Diepenbrock
69. Archbishop Reisach
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Father called our archbishop there. Archbishop Reisach left
two weeks ago 70 and wants to bring about the restructuring
of our order, as we heard again today and as we know from
his own words. Moreover, I know no one in Rome who could
deliver my letter. I absolutely do not want to send it through
King Louis. 71 When I was away, to my greatest horror, the
sisters sent their letter through him 72 because in their anxiety
they could find no other solution.
A letter of recommendation from His Eminence is extremely necessary and perhaps you could ask for this as
well. The sisters have already sent his first graciously written testimony to the Holy Father. 73
I absolutely cannot and do not want to complain about
the archbishop. I only want to present to the Holy Father
the order’s matter of concern as well as the structure that
God has given to this work and the rule that we have lived
for many years. 74 We cannot have a rule imposed on us that
lived experience has not already tested.
Pray earnestly, dear Philomena, and make every effort
to go to the cardinal soon! We are praying that you will be
granted this favor quickly because danger is imminent! May
God have mercy on us and may Mary, the Mother of Our
Order, continue to protect us!
Oh, how my heart bleeds when I see the many promising
children and candidates zealously striving to become very
capable teachers and suitable members of the order and
then see the danger that soon the beautiful work of God
might be broken up into little pieces. Then, of course, the
boarders, candidates, and their parents will lose faith in us.
Nevertheless, we will trust in God who always sends us
70. Archbishop Reisach left for Rome during the last week of May
and remained there until August.
71. Louis I (1786-1868), King of Bavaria (1825-48)
72. Document 1169 can be found in Volume 3 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
73. See Footnote 60, p. 24.
74. The Notre Dame Rule compiled by St. Peter Fourier and the Spirit of the Constitutions of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame by Fr.
Francis Sebastian Job.
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the right kind of help when the need is greatest. The entire
situation could easily go to the royal government because I
cannot do anything at all. Even in the most urgent cases, I
cannot respond without archiepiscopal approval. Often the
question concerns dioceses outside of Bavaria, and I am
forced to say that Church authorities do not allow me to act.
Of course, it is only in cases of extreme necessity that I must do
this.
You can easily put yourself into our present situation
and understand how I feel. On the one hand, I would like to
protect the Church authorities, but on the other hand, I am
pressed by secular authorities to do things that are now forbidden by the decree.
It will not be any better in Bohemia either because the
founder of the mission there 75 was told here in Munich that
the archbishop was working on reorganizing our order and
that Fr. [Joseph] Deharbe 76 and Fr. [Frederick] Rinn 77
worked hard on our holy rule and wrote much. He also
heard that efforts were being made to extract the most fitting and salutary points for the School Sisters and “that the
archbishop took our statutes along with him to Rome.” (Not
a word about that was said to us. We should live according
to those statutes even if the most salutary thing always
turns out to be what experience has proved.) Furthermore,
he heard that the sisters in other countries would be separated from the motherhouse and made subject solely to the
bishop. He was also told by a priest who worked with the
archbishop on his outline of the rule that our confessor
[Matthias Siegert] does great harm to our order and that the
order could only be maintained if someone were kind enough

75. Fr. Gabriel Schneider, assistant in Hirschau in Bohemia (now
Hyršov in the Czech Republic)
76. Joseph Deharbe (1800-71) was a Jesuit teacher, catechist, and
missionary. In 1847, he compiled a catechism that was adopted throughout Germany, translated into many languages, and widely used throughout the second half of the 19th century.
77. Frederick Rinn (1791-1866) from the Jesuit College in Innsbruck,
Austria, worked with Mother Theresa on the outline of the rule in 185152. Prior to this, he gave retreats in the motherhouse in Munich.
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to remove him just as Fr. [Michael] Sintzel 78 was removed
from the Sisters of Charity!
My God, they want to take away our father and cofounder who gave all the sisters their spiritual and religious
formation and education! They want to remove the cornerstone and the pillar of our order. Why? He admonishes us to
hold fast to our holy rule and the observances that we have
kept until now. He sacrificed all his vitality for God’s work
and now suffers physical infirmities! Oh, pray, my dear Sister! Implore God to have mercy on us and give us our good
father for a long time. The fever will not leave him and he
looks pathetic.
Sister Fortunata 79 suffers indescribably, as you can well
imagine. She already stated that if the mission in Bohemia
would be separated from the motherhouse, she would never
stay there, which is what most of the sisters also said. May
God bless and reward their steadfastness! All I want to do
is what God wants!
It would be preferable if [Julia] Fischer could take the
German examination there. It would not do her any good to
take it here because if she wanted to teach in Prussia,
even in a private academy for girls, she would have to take
it again.
It is not hard to believe that you do not have any place
for Julia in your building. At home, she will be able to study
for several hours each day. Love overcomes all things! Unless it would overtax her, it would also be very desirable if
Julia could complete her training in French.
In accordance with our practice up to now, we accept
poor children and village schools. If God sends them to us,
we also accept secondary schools and academies for girls.
Now they want to take these institutes from us and limit us
to little villages and smaller towns.
78. Michael Sintzel (1804-89) was ordained in Regensburg in 1827. One
of Bishop Wittmann’s last students, he wrote his memories of Bishop Wittmann in 1833 and gave the proceeds to the Poor School Sisters. He was appointed confessor for the Sisters of Charity in Munich in 1835.
79. Sister M. Fortunata Gerlsbeck, superior in Hirschau in Bohemia
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O, please pray, dear Sister, that God will help us and
give us strength. Our sisters look like corpses and in their
sorrow and labor, they can hardly drag themselves anymore.
You can well imagine what effect this entire situation has on
our confessor [Matthias Siegert] and me. Everything has
been suffering since January. Please pray hard! Praised be
Jesus and Mary!
M. Th. of J.
(Typescript, Generalate)

1205: To Dr. Paintner
Breslau
J!M!

[After July 11, 1852]

Very Reverend Secretary!
What great consolation your last letter brought us with
the news that His Eminence graciously turned to Rome on
our behalf and that the result was successful! 80 We did not
expect anything else from God and His Eminence whom we
dared not burden with our problem at this time. Thank you
a thousand times for this undeserved favor and the gracious
assurance of support! We will reciprocate with our prayer
for him, to whom we also send our best regards.
Since the diocesan ordinariate did not give me permission,
I will not be going to Rome.
The designs of God are
most wise and worthy of veneration. When our archbishop
returns, 81 I will renew my request for a travel permit for
Rome. By then we also hope to have the ardently desired

80. In his letter of July 11, 1852, written at the request of Cardinal
Diepenbrock, Dr. Paintner assured Mother Theresa that no decision
would be made in Rome until she and the bishops in whose dioceses the
sisters already had houses were also heard. “Since the bishops have expressly stated that they support your cause and His Eminence will definitely speak in your favor, you can be at rest and trust in God because
your cause is indeed God’s cause.” See M. Liobgid Ziegler, Mutter Theresia
im Kampf um die Regel ihres Ordens (Typescript, Generalate) 92.
81. Archbishop Reisach
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recommendation from His Eminence. 82 May God grant complete restoration of health to this outstanding bishop who is
such a staunch supporter of our Church! This is our daily
prayer.
Praise and thanks be to God for M. Ulrica’s [Bramberger]
recovery! I can easily accompany her younger sister to Munich
now because soon I will go to Rottenburg, 83 which is very close,
that is, if you settle the matter with Rosning by then. We certainly cannot burden ourselves with it. By the way, she can
enter at any time because no rule is without exception. 84
Respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
1239: To Fr. Francis Noha
Wölfelsdorf

Our Motherhouse in Munich
September 21, 1852

J!M!
Reverend Pastor!
Kindly excuse my tardiness in replying to your esteemed
letter. Our annual examinations in the elementary school
and the institute, followed by our frequent journeys, retreats, and so forth, kept us from writing.
Moreover, I
wanted to give you definite news, which was impossible before the assignment of our personnel.
I asked Sister Philomena [Blattner] in Breslau to release
for Wölfelsdorf two of her sisters and we will send personnel
from the motherhouse to fill the vacancies. The double loss
82. Cardinal Diepenbrock’s testimony of April 21, 1852, referred to
the sisters’ effectiveness in Breslau. Mother Theresa requested a second
statement recommending that the Holy See would approve the current
structure of the congregation governed by a general superior as given in
the outline of the rule she submitted to the Holy See. See Document 1190
a, pp. 26-30.
83. Mother Theresa was probably referring to Rottenburg on the
Laaber River in Bavaria where negotiations regarding the opening of a
mission began in 1851. By the time this letter was written, the house in
Rottenburg in Württemberg had already separated from Munich.
84. The reference in these two sentences is unclear.
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of two sisters who died in Breslau 85 was extremely painful,
but the prospect of a boarding school where candidates from
Glatz could be trained gives us great consolation.
Complying with your kind wish, sketches of furnishings
for the school and convent are enclosed. I ask that everything be done as simply as possible, which is fitting for Poor
School Sisters. We are also very satisfied with used equipment.
Since our confessor [Matthias Siegert] is constantly traveling and giving retreats, he is unable to answer your esteemed letters and sends you his best regards. Together
with him, we ask for your prayers.
Please give my regards to the dean. 86
Respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus

1254: To Cardinal Melchior von Diepenbrock
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
November 2, 1852
J!M!
Your Eminence!
Most Reverend Cardinal and Prince Bishop!
In our poverty and need, we timidly approach Your Eminence in childlike trust once again to tell you of our joy and
our new suffering.
We rejoice that through your very gracious and pastoral
confirmation of our outline, God paved the way so that—
deeply moved by your love for our institute—the Bavarian
bishops in whose dioceses our sisters are working were

85. Sister M. Melania Schlicht died on April 9, 1852, and Sister M. Ulrica
Bramberger died at the age of 21 on July 29, 1852.
86. Fr. Anton Ludwig
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happy to join you as you will see from the respectfully enclosed. 87
Nevertheless, there is new suffering. According to what
we heard, just as we were about to send to the Holy See our
outline that had been approved by the bishops, the apostolic
nuncio 88 presented our archbishop’s plan89 to the bishops
and asked that they would comment on it so that he could
make a report to the Holy See.
The archbishop drew up this plan without previously
discussing it with us and we must live and profess our vows
according to it. He did not take into consideration our structure, given us by Divine Providence and tested for 20 years,
but presented his plan for us directly to the Holy See for approbation.
When we read the archbishop’s plan the first time, we
saw that it contained a constitution completely new to us
and contrary to the spirit of our founders. We have not lived
or professed our vows according to this plan and we will
cease to be Poor School Sisters as soon as we have to accept
this new constitution against our will. Furthermore, we re87. On September 17, 1852, Cardinal Diepenbrock wrote the following petition to the Holy Father: “Having been well acquainted with the
devout and wise intentions of the two venerable founders of this congregation, I followed with the closest attention the congregation’s wonderful
growth in Germany and America. I have a branch house in my own diocese that exceeds my expectations. Aware of the bonds of love, esteem, devotion, and confidence that attach all the sisters to their worthy general
superior, I now venture from my bed of pain—upon which the Lord has
confined me for more than six months—to direct to the Holy Apostolic See
the petition that Your Holiness would approve and support this structure
as it was originally established. In your exalted wisdom, Your Holiness
will be as convinced as I am that an essential change, especially of the
general superior, will prove detrimental to this renowned institute and
eventually lead to its utter ruin—God forbid!” See Ziegler, Kampf um die
Regel, 105.
The bishops of Regensburg, Eichstätt, Passau, Würzburg,
and Paderborn signed this petition.
Soon after Mother Theresa wrote
this letter (Document 1254), the cardinal archbishop of Prague and the
bishops of Leitmeritz and Budweis (now Litoměřice and České Budějovice
in the Czech Republic) also signed Cardinal Diepenbrock’s petition.
88. Carlo Sacconi (1808-89), Apostolic Nuncio to Germany (June 6,
1851-October 5, 1853)
89. Archbishop Reisach
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alized that if this plan were carried out, it would mean the
dissolution of the beautiful bond of unity that has embraced
all the hearts and houses of the sisters until now. The entire religious institute would go in the wrong direction and,
with it, the necessary strength and solidity of the whole.
It was evident that in the entire plan, which might be
suitable for any other religious institute, no consideration
was given to our chief purpose, namely education, whereby
a very important and necessary element would be lost. This
reform of our entire religious institute, for which we find no
cause, would be no improvement whatsoever.
Our sisters are determined to leave the archdiocese of
Munich and Freising—or even the religious institute—
rather than submit to this completely new and altered constitution because it does not lead them to their goal.
In addition to granting us so many other favors, you graciously approved the outline of our constitutions according to
which we have lived and professed our vows from the beginning.
Despite many obstacles, God has manifestly
blessed our way of life and protected us up to now. Therefore, we venture to request your pastoral support in this
matter (which some of the Bavarian bishops have already
assured us) so that our petition will be granted by the Holy
See even more quickly and surely. This will happen when
the bishops repeatedly and unanimously reaffirm what they
have already approved because they have so wonderfully
joined you in approving our outline.
If I could be in your presence, I would plead with you for
this favor in the name of all my sisters.
In response to my repeated request for permission to travel to
Rome, the archbishop replied that he could make the decision only if I would give him the motives and reasons for my intended journey and—according to what we heard—give him
the petitions that we made to the Holy See, completely and unreservedly.
We really do not know what to think, or say, or do anymore!
With the most fervent wish that God would graciously
hear our entreaties for your speedy recovery, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
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Munich
December 29, 1852

J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
Before all else, I want to thank you very much for your
kind letter regarding our newly established mission in
Wölfelsdorf and especially for your pastoral care with regard
to the celebration of the opening of the institute. 90 Deeply
moved, Sister Philomena [Blattner] told us about all of this.
With their friendliness, trust, and candor, the parish
children in Wölfelsdorf have doubly won the hearts of the
sisters, who will surely sacrifice their all for the children in
whom they serve our dear Lord Jesus with joy. I earnestly
recommend this new work of God to your continued pastoral
care. If the sisters should fail in any way, I ask that you
would kindly let me know so that, if possible, I could come
to help and make improvements before it is too late.
Both the sisters there and we ourselves were very happy
that they moved into an empty house because our missions
that were founded on poverty in the true sense of the word
Sister
always enjoyed the most abundant blessings. 91
Philomena is already accustomed to this kind of life because
she had to endure far greater privations for a long time at
the beginning of her mission life, which she did joyfully. 92
We share your noble principle that something good can
be won only through struggle and self-denial. Our sisters
and the children always gratefully remember the founders
of our mission institutes and pray for their eternal rest.

90. The mission in Wölfelsdorf was opened on November 21, 1852.
91. When the sisters arrived in Wölfelsdorf, “nothing, not even a
table or a chair, was ready for them.” In his letter of December 24, 1852,
Fr. Ludwig told Mother Theresa that he thought the pastor in Wölfelsdorf was taking care of everything and that a lack of communication
caused the situation. See Copia Publica, 4761-65.
92. See Dix, Love Cannot Wait, 53-54, for an account of the opening
of the mission in the Au Suburb of Munich by Sisters M. Philomena Blattner and M. Augustina Dostler.
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They count on the founders’ intercession with God for our
poor work, and their prayer is never in vain.
Although you were completely occupied with settling the
foundation in Wölfelsdorf, you managed to obtain building
materials for a future convent in Ebersdorf! May God bless
your noble efforts for the well-being of the young people entrusted to you and may you successfully overcome all difficulties! We will do our part by providing personnel, if
possible, and we have no doubts that this will happen if
Prussian candidates come to us through your kind mediation.
Finally, wishing you health and blessing in fullest abundance for the New Year, and requesting a remembrance in
prayer as well as your continued pastoral care for my dear
sisters in Wölfelsdorf, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1299: To Fr. Francis Noha
Wölfelsdorf

[After December 29, 1852]
J!M!

Very Reverend Pastor!
We received the news through Fr. [Anton] Ludwig that
our sisters have been working at the school in your parish
for several weeks. After you made so many sacrifices for the
new institute, may God bless their work for the honor and
glory of God, the salvation of the children, and your consolation!
Please accept the belated expression of our gratitude, as
well as my request for your continued pastoral care and patience with my dear sisters’ many weaknesses. If the sisters are remiss in anything and you kindly let me know
about it—which I confidently expect from your charity—if
possible, I will not fail to improve the situation.
Respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
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1310: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau
J!M!

[After January 20, 1853]

Very Reverend Prelate!
Oh, what sad news reached us today! The good cardinal
has departed this earthly life. 1 Although many prayers were
said for him in Bavaria, we could not hold back this noble
soul any longer.
Words can never describe how deeply shaken we are over
his death. God's designs are unfathomable. We have been
struck by a heavy blow but, taking a deep breath, we revere
God’s will and trust in the goodness and kindness of God
who never abandons the Church and will give the orphaned
flock another good shepherd.
What will become of our sisters? If the next prince
bishop would be a complete stranger to us, after God, we
have no one else but you to whom we can turn. Therefore, I
recommend even more urgently the poor sisters to your pastoral care, and I ask that you would kindly recommend them
to the next prince of the Church.
Signed with deep respect and gratitude,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

1. Cardinal Diepenbrock died at the age of 55 on January 20, 1853,
in Johannesberg Castle.
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1557: To Canon Henry Förster
Breslau
J!M!

[After January 20, 1853]

Very Reverend Canon and Administrator! 2
You kindly sent greetings through our dear Sister M.
Stephanie Fischer 3 and asked me to remember in prayer the
diocese that God has now entrusted into your worthy hands.
My dear sisters also informed me of this almost immediately.
All of us were deeply shaken by the sad news of the premature death of the noble cardinal. 4 Nevertheless, I must
acknowledge that it was like balm on a wounded heart when
we heard that God entrusted the orphaned diocese to your
administration for the time being. We recognize this as a
sign from God that the diocese will remain in your hands—
and daily we plead urgently for this favor. May God grant
us this consolation and hear our pleas so that, together with
the other people of the diocese, our sorrowful children will
also have a second father again! The abandoned sheep and
lambs will again have a shepherd who, following the example of Jesus the Good Shepherd, will receive the orphaned
flock with a heart full of love and who will serve as a guide
and protector on the narrow path to the eternal homeland.
Forgive me for allowing my heart to speak so openly and
freely. In closing, I recommend our poor sisters to your pastoral care for the sake of Jesus.
M. Stephanie has persevered until now, and we hope
that with God's grace and her resolute character, she will
reach her goal, which is ever before her eyes. With all the
power of her good will, she is making a valiant struggle to
attain it.

2. Canon Henry Förster (1799-1881) had been a close advisor to
Cardinal Diepenbrock. After the cardinal died, he was appointed administrator of the diocese of Breslau.
3. Sister M. Stephanie (Julia) Fischer was received into the novitiate on December 8, 1852.
4. Cardinal Diepenbrock
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Urgently requesting that you would remember us at the
Altar of the Lord, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1384: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 19, 1853
J!M!
Your Excellency! Most Reverend Prince Bishop! 5
With great joy, we heard the good news that God heard
the trusting prayer of the orphaned diocese as well as the
pleas of the Poor School Sisters! With you as the new prince
bishop of Breslau, God gave the flock a very worthy successor to the deceased cardinal. 6
Now it is clear to me why, during our first visit there,
God’s wisdom led our confessor [Matthias Siegert] and me to
you—Breslau’s future bishop—first of all. With one voice,
we all said “Thanks be to God” for this choice that filled our
hearts with true joy. We will pray now that God will pour
out the fullness of mercy and blessing over you and that the
fountain of consolation will not cease to flow in times of future suffering. Then the flock will have a place of refuge for
many years to come, the Church in Breslau will have a support, and the Poor School Sisters, the last of all, will have a
father.
Asking for your continued kind benevolence for the sake
of Jesus and Mary, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus

5. Canon Henry Förster was appointed prince bishop of Breslau in
the spring of 1853 and installed on October 18 of the same year. He held
this position until his death on October 20, 1881.
6. Cardinal Diepenbrock

40

Mission to Prussia: Breslau

1400: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf
J!M!

Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 15, 1853

Very Reverend Archdean!
How moved we all were by the news that, despite mountains of obstacles, you began to build a small convent for the
Poor School Sisters in Ebersdorf! The solemn blessing of the
building site and the cornerstone took place on June 13.
Surely the angels of the children intoned a joyous Amen and
St. Anthony will help you find noble benefactors to support this
blessed work. We will unite our prayers for this intention.
We sympathize with you in your suffering and pray for
your complete recovery. May God preserve you for a long
time, both for the flock and for the Church!
You are satisfied with the sisters’ work in Wölfelsdorf.
Praise, thanks, and honor be to God! I trust in God’s gracious love whose power will continue to be revealed and glorified through weak instruments and I recommend the
entire work of God to your continued pastoral care. Please
give all of us your blessing very often!
Our school inspector [Matthias Siegert] sends his regards together with best wishes for a speedy recovery.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
1490: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau

Our Motherhouse in Munich
October 20, 1853

J!M!
Very Reverend Prelate!
From your letter of October 8, it is very evident how tireless you are in remembering and working for our cause—or
rather, for God’s cause. Besides being a proof of your charity, your letter also brought my heart such great consola-
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tion! If the examinations went well and gave glory to God,
we give thanks to God and to you for your kind pastoral care.
We hope that we can soon send help to our distressed
Sister Philomena [Blattner]. The new group of five aspirants—we trust in God that there will be five—will guarantee even more help in the future.
God bless the good
children, all of whom are very promising! Filled with devout enthusiasm, they made their retreat with our other 60
candidates. Please be assured that, with genuine love and
joy, we will do all in our power for Silesia.
Thanks be to God for giving us the good Fr. [Laurentius]
Marks for this work at its very beginning! A devout priest
is truly a great blessing for such an institute.
You traveled with Sister Philomena to Lauban, 7 where
the prince bishop 8 already promised sisters. If only it would
be possible to take charge of the institute there by spring! I
do not know its size. The two sick sisters from Breslau have
made only a slight recovery. 9 Bavaria makes such great and
immediate demands on all our personnel. Often years must
pass before we are able to accommodate the most urgent requests, no matter how many candidates and novices we have
here. In Bavaria, like everywhere else, the moral corrupttion on the part of the male teachers in the elementary
schools is so great that only one cry resounds throughout the
entire country.
You will kindly gather from this why it has been so long
since this old mother has come to her beloved Breslau and to
Ad Matrem Dolorosam. Unworthy as she is, she faithfully
stands with the Sorrowful Mother beneath the cross, since
we still have not received a statement from the Holy See
with regard to our rule. Nevertheless, there is a shining ray
of hope that this will happen soon because the Holy Father 10
has a personal interest in it. Please continue to help us pray
for this most important intention.
God will surely reward
you for these alms.

ler

7.
8.
9.

Sisters were never sent to Lauban (now Lubán in Poland).
Prince Bishop Förster
Sisters M. Johanna Nepomucene Segwald and M. Clothilde Mül-

10. Pope Pius IX
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You are at the head of our Ad Matrem Dolorosam Institute and therefore I am not afraid and can face the future
with confidence. May God renew your vitality and preserve
you for a long time! Perhaps I will succeed in making a pilgrimage to Ad Matrem Dolorosam next year after all so that
I can see the little garden with its seedlings. May God grant
that everything there will be for the glory and love of God!
The visit would have a twofold purpose because then we
could pay our respects to the prince bishop in person, which
we can only venture to do in writing for now.
I plead for your frequent blessing on all of our houses and
on all who live in them, but especially on the one most
in need who remains respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1518: To Archbishop Carl August von Reisach
Munich
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich
November 25, 1853
J!M!
Most Reverend Archbishop! Your Excellency!
Directory of the Religious Mission Institutes for 1854
The respectfully undersigned submits as her report the
enclosed Directory of the Religious Mission Institute of the
Poor School Sisters for the Year 1854. 11
Requesting your archiepiscopal blessing and adding on
the back of this sheet the names of the sisters sent to other
countries, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Th. of Jesus

11. Beginning in 1853, the generalate in Munich published an annual
directory listing the motherhouses, missions, and personnel at each place.
Statistical information and a report on the significant events in the congregation during the previous year were also included.
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Sister M. Liboria [Seneca] will fill the vacancy left by our
sick Sister M. Clothilde [Müller] and Sister M. Aegidia
[Kaufmann] will fill the vacancy left by our deceased Sister
M. Johanna Nepomucene in Breslau. 12
Sister M. Heriberta [Leber] will go to the mission at the
Brede Convent.

1531: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau

Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 11, 1853
J!M!

Very Reverend Prelate!
It has finally become possible for us to send help to our
dear sisters in Breslau—Sisters M. Liboria [Seneca], a
competent teacher, and M. Aegidia [Kaufmann], a simple
but very faithful and industrious lay sister. It gives me joy
to be able to comply with your long cherished wishes.
I feel it is superfluous to recommend them to your pastoral care because I am already convinced that you will take
these sisters, like those who came earlier, under your wise
guidance. In your charity, you will work toward their spiritual perfection so that their lives will be completely dedicated to their Divine Bridegroom and to serving God’s
favorites, the poor orphans.
We wish you the fullness of heavenly peace for the coming feast of the birth of the Divine Savior of the World, who
will also record in the Book of Life your love and sacrifices
on behalf of the Poor School Sisters.
Recommending our entire order to your devout prayer
and extending best regards from our confessor [Matthias
Siegert], I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
12. Sister M. Johanna Nepomucene Segwald died on November 10,
1853, at the age of 38.
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1636: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf
J!M!

April 2, 1854

Very Reverend Archdean!
Your kind letter of March 14, with news about the
progress made toward our conducting the school for girls at
Ebersdorf, gave us great joy and genuine consolation. God
knows how to bring a work to completion and often prefers
to do this by means of a painful journey. It is always
through struggles and storms that we have proof of God’s
work and therefore God can only bless the many sacrifices of
every kind that you have laid on the altar of charity.
We had already heard that you provided for the greater
part of the undertaking from your own resources and that,
despite constant ill health, you always pursued the cause
with ardent zeal, often reaping the earthly reward of ingratitude and unpleasantries of every kind.
We are in complete agreement with everything concerning the building and we are very grateful that everything is
being arranged with great foresight. Part of the building is
set aside for a boarding school, which makes us very happy
because it will be a source of the sisters' support. It is all the
same to us if this institute accepts middle class or poor children. Some of the empty rooms are designated as a kindergarten for very small children who are also very welcome in
the Lord. When the dear little ones are entrusted to us from
their tenderest years, we can plant the seeds of goodness in
their hearts very early so that, with God’s help, they will
sprout and grow strong under our care until the children are

old enough to go to school.
Our sisters are considering adding on to their building in Breslau so that they can establish a kindergarten and a teacher-training
school for candidates.If God wills it and gives the grace, we also hope
to have a novitiate there eventually.
The prince bishop 13 continues to work in the spirit of his
predecessor, Cardinal [Melchior von] Diepenbrock.
It seems
that the departed prince bishop, who rightly called the foun13. Prince Bishop Förster
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dation his youngest child, also continues in heaven to take
it under his pastoral care as our intercessor before the
throne of God.
A boarding school in Ebersdorf would also pave the way
for a candidates’ teacher-training school—in the distant future, of course—because candidates often come from among
the boarders. Since they have been entrusted to the sisters'
teaching and character formation from childhood, they usually prove to be most suitable. This year, 12 boarders joined
the candidates here in Munich.
God will bless the energetic cooperation of so many people of good will and allow the institute in Ebersdorf to develop and bring you consolation and joy.
Trusting in the abundant blessing of the God of heaven
and earth, who will provide us poor handmaids with all that
we need, we state our willingness to take charge of the mission. This mission has already become dear to us in Jesus’
name, which shines before us on the main entrance. By December, we hope to send a few more sisters from here to Sister
Philomena [Blattner], and then it will be possible for her
to send sisters to Ebersdorf.
We will keep the building plan for the time being but, if
you would need it in the meantime, we will send it back to
you as soon as you let us know. We would also like to ask for
a drawing of Ebersdorf in the form of a small landscape,
something like the drawing of Wölfelsdorf, for our painting
with all of our missions.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1637: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

April 2, 1854

J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
In your letter of March 15, you kindly told us that several devout Catholics of Glatz want to call the Poor School
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Sisters to take charge of their school for girls. They are even
considering putting up the buildings needed for this purpose. Surely you gave them this inspiration!
We are edified by your ardent zeal to obtain sweet grapes
in God’s vineyard everywhere and we joyfully offer to contribute our mite for the glory of God and the salvation of the
dear young people there. Therefore, with God’s help, we will
strive to comply with the wishes of the devout citizens of
Glatz and send sisters by Easter of 1855. Even with the best
of will, I am unable to make a definite statement
as to whether or not it will be possible for us to teach all the
girls’ classes at the very beginning since steps were taken
long ago to open several institutes where sisters should be
sent now. In Bavarian Franconia alone, 12 places are waiting and yearning for sisters. Nevertheless, we will do our utmost for Glatz!
We ask that you would kindly send us the building plan
first so that we can come to an agreement on how it will fulfill its purpose. Will the rooms in the former hospital be
airy, spacious, and suitable for a boarding school? Due to
its natural location, we have great hopes for a boarding
school in the city of Glatz.
We would like to make one request. Would it be possible to install a small cook stove in the new school building so
that the sisters could prepare their own meals?
Since the former teachers’ salaries will probably be given
to the sisters as their support, could you kindly let us know
what amount will be available for them.
Have you already settled the matter of our opening a
mission in Ebersdorf with the prince bishop? 14 We also want
to have the mission in Glatz solemnly introduced.
Thank you very much for the good news regarding the
sisters’ school in Wölfelsdorf! May God bless and reward
everyone for everything!

14. The missions in the district of Glatz were located in the archdiocese of Prague. Cardinal Frederick von Schwarzenberg (1809-85) was appointed archbishop of Prague in 1849.
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Recommending the sisters in Wölfelsdorf and all of us to
your devout prayer and continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1664: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau

May 18, 1854

J!M!
Most Reverend Prelate!
With sincere pastoral sympathy, you gave us the sad
news of our dear Sister Clothilde’s death. 15 She had to suffer much in order to enter heaven. God is asking many difficult sacrifices of us in dear Silesia—four sisters, whose
daily work we needed for a long time yet, are now resting in
Silesian soil. 16 The ways of the Eternal are unfathomable; we
revere them in humility and reverent silence. It is significant that our Sorrowful Mother, whose hand led us to
this part of Prussia, stands at the foot of the cross. It is fitting that her daughters also gather there, for where the
cross is, Christ is near. I cherish the firm hope that the good
sisters who left us so prematurely will not forget us before
the throne of God and will intercede in particular for that
little place where they recently scattered seeds for eternity. 17
The many losses are doubly painful for us at this time
because it is impossible to send anyone to fill the vacancies.
Even in our Bavarian motherland, we cannot meet the requests for sisters at missions where the first steps were
taken long ago. Sickness and death bring about many vacancies that need to be filled. In December, God willing, we
will have a profession and then we will probably send you
the Prussians whom we received into the novitiate last year.
15. On April 29, 1854, Sister M. Clothilde Müller died at the age of
29 in Oppeln (now Opole in Poland).
16. In addition to Sister M. Clothilde, Sister M. Melania Schlicht
died on April 9, 1852, Sister M. Ulrica Bramberger on July 29, 1852, and
Sister M. Johanna Nepomucene Segwald on November 10, 1853.
17. Ad Matrem Dolorosam in Breslau
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Until then, we do not know where we can find any personnel for the Prussian schools—even with the best will—other
than Sister Euphemia Möser, 18 whom we can send to Sister
Philomena [Blattner] in July to work either in a needlework
school or in a kindergarten.
Beginning in December, we are to begin teaching at least
some of the girls’ classes in Glatz, a capital city where a
boarding school and a teacher-training seminar could eventually arise. Some of the sisters mentioned above will probably be sent there. Lauban, Ebersdorf, and Falkenberg19 are
also waiting for sisters. God must help us! Therefore it
would have been doubly desirable and advantageous if Sister Philomena could have sent a good number of candidates
to our motherhouse for reception in June, because then you
could have counted on sisters being sent sooner.
The most advantageous means of expanding our institute in Prussia and increasing the number of its personnel
will be the establishment of a novitiate for Prussia in Breslau or at another place, a point I have already mentioned to
Sister Philomena several times.
You have taken great pastoral interest and personal responsibility for this new work of God, which honors you as
its founder, and we recognize this with deep gratitude.
Therefore, we venture to request that you would continue to
support and protect this new seedbed, especially now when
a significant step forward in its growth and development
should be taken with the establishment of a novitiate. As
soon as God makes it possible, we will begin planning for it.
With the help of almighty God, may a great tree grow
from the tiny mustard seed of Breslau, the cradle of our
order in Silesia, in whose shade the dear little ones can find
rest and refreshment! It is also due to your pastoral intercession and mediation that Fr. [Laurentius] Marks continues to dedicate all his strength to the work of God. Please
give him our best regards.
18. Sister Euphemia Möser, a native of Prussia, was a novice in Munich at the time.
19. Sisters were never sent to Falkenberg (now Niemodlin in southern Poland).
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Finally, I ask that you would kindly send us the bills for
our deceased Sister Clothilde. 20 Some time ago, the motherhouse in Munich offered to cover extraordinary expenses for
the dear sisters in Breslau in order to make it easier for them.
Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude for all
the love and care you have abundantly provided for the dear
departed whom we recommend, together with all of us, to
your devout remembrance in prayer.
So as not to burden you so often, it is an honor to express
our heartfelt best wishes for the coming feast of St. Aloysius. May God preserve you, our noble sponsor, for a long
time in order to bring consolation to many and especially to
the Poor School Sisters!
Our confessor [Matthias Siegert] also sends his regards.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1581: To All the Sisters
J!M!

[June 1854]

The peace of God and the love of the Holy Spirit be with
us at all times!
Praise and thanks be to God! After waiting a long time,
we finally received the Holy See’s decision regarding our
cause. Since this decision turned out more favorably than
we ever could have prayed for or hoped, we all have reason
to praise and thank God.
The papal decree states the following:
The closure of religious institutes of women at the
beginning of this century inflicted a deep wound on the
education of young women and girls because the instruction of youthful hearts in fear of God, religion, and
virtue was no longer fostered.
20. Before she died, Sister Clothilde was a patient at St. Adalbert
Hospital in Oppeln.
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Fr. Michael Wittmann, the Director of the Regensburg Diocesan Seminary who later became Bishop of
Regensburg and was outstanding in his charity, piety,
and religious fervor, sought to remedy this unfortunate
situation. He gathered several young women in a former convent that had been suppressed in Stadtamhof
near Regensburg and carefully instructed them so that
they could zealously teach girls the Catholic faith and
train them in the fear of God.
After the death of this bishop, the devout institute
grew with the help of Fr. [Francis] Sebastian Job. 21
After the foundation of a motherhouse in Munich, the
institute spread into several dioceses and even into
America. A general superior has the overall direction
of this devout society whose members profess simple
vows. Nevertheless, the individual houses are not exempt from the jurisdiction of the respective diocesan
bishops.
The sisters of this devout institute fulfill the purpose of their association, strive for their own sanctification, and zealously dedicate themselves to the
Christian education of girls in schools, boarding
schools, and orphanages. In their testimonies, many
bishops have also recommended them. Therefore, after
His Holiness, Pope Pius IX, heard the reports of several cardinals from the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious, he resolved to praise and
recommend very specifically the Religious Institute of
the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame as well as its
purpose and definition. By virtue of this current decree, His Holiness gives this institute highest praise
and recommends it in the hope that the sisters will increase in virtue from day to day and zealously strive

21. Francis Sebastian Job (1767-1834) was ordained in Regensburg
in 1791. He was a professor of philosophy and theology in Regensburg
until 1808, when he became court chaplain, first in Stuttgart and then,
beginning in 1816, in Vienna. In 1833, Fr. Job wrote Spirit of the Constitutions of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame and provided financial
support for Caroline Gerhardinger and the new congregation that she
founded in his hometown, Neunburg vorm Wald.
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for the more excellent gifts (1 Corinthians 12:31).
His Holiness also ordered the Sacred Congregation
of Bishops and Religious to give instructions regarding
the constitutions of this religious institute.
Given at Rome by the Congregation of Bishops on
January 23, 1854
G. Card. de Genga, Prefect 22
Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious

The instructions given by the Holy See that refer to our
holy rule are so wise that the guidance of the Holy Spirit is
unmistakable and the sisters are already familiar with
them. God has graciously looked down upon us and granted
us what we so confidently pleaded for and what was tested
through experience.
In accordance with these instructions, everything is
brought together in the best possible manner because:
a. The spirit of our constitution as drafted by our
founders, [George Michael] Wittmann and [Francis Sebastian] Job, will be retained.
b. The internal discipline given by the Spirit of God to
Peter Fourier, the father of our order, is taken from the old,
approved rule. 23 The sisters are already familiar with most
of this rule.
c. Episcopal enclosure will be observed by the professed
sisters. The special group of sisters for missions where the
convent cannot be connected with a church will be retained. 24
d. The position of a spiritual director, which was proposed for us by another party, 25 is ruled out. One father
spiritual, as we requested, is sufficient.

22. Cardinal Gabriel della Genga Sermattei (1801-61), Prefect of the
Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious (1852-56)
23. Notre Dame Rule
24. Sisters with temporary vows
25. Archbishop Reisach
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e. The society will be governed by a general superior in
consultation with four assistants. It will also have a cardinal protector, as we suggested. 26
f. The general superior is confirmed and will have the
overall governance of all the houses and missions in a manner similar to what has been observed up to now.
g. Since the order’s property is not divided, its administration will be unified and in common, as formerly.
h. The unity of all the houses, especially those houses in
America, should be more firmly and deeply established in
order to prevent the danger of separation in the future.
Now we are required to compile this rule without any objection from a third party and present it to the Holy See for
approbation within eight months.
The sorrows of the past have thus contributed to our
great consolation. It now remains for every single sister to
begin again with doubled zeal, to continue to pray, and, as
the Holy Father admonishes and expects, to proceed from
virtue to virtue, vying with one another in sisterly love for
the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Then the world will recognize
that we are true disciples of Jesus. It remains for us to glorify God’s name and save our souls and the souls of children
for eternal life, where we will joyfully reap what we have
sown in tears here below.
Te Deum laudamus!
The following remarks will serve as a necessary explanation of the above and are therefore desirable for the sisters.

26. The points listed here are a summary of the actual instructions
given by Cardinal della Genga on January 31, 1854. In these instructions,
the statement given above is followed by: “The first general superior is
the current superior, Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger. The general superior
governs all the houses and missions that form the congregation.” A list of
her rights and duties follows. The document also states that “the general
superior and her four assistants are appointed by the general chapter and
hold office for six years. After six years, only the general superior can be
confirmed as such for the rest of her life.” See Copia Publica, 4102-07.
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The Holy See only recognizes a new order by degrees.
Usually a religious institute that turns to Rome for confirmation the first time only receives a decree of commendation, which also requires that the institute gather experience
for some time before applying for confirmation. This is the
first degree.
In the second degree, the religious institute receives the
decree of approval, by which the order itself is approved but
without any mention of a rule.
If the order is approved, then the rules, or some of them,
are prescribed by virtue of papal authority. This is the third
degree.
Finally, the religious institute and its rules are approved.
This is the fourth degree.
Since these degrees are usually granted after considerable intervals of time, it is easy to estimate how long a religious institute must wait until both the institute itself and
its rules are approved. If an order has spread far and wide
and is well qualified, the Holy See grants the second and
third degrees the first time or, passing over the first degree,
the second and third degrees, but almost never the fourth
degree immediately on the first application.
We have the great grace, therefore, that the Holy See
granted us the first three degrees immediately and assured
us that the fourth degree will be granted soon. We are
greatly indebted to God for this and we will show our gratitude by the faithful observance of our holy rule.
The Holy See thinks it would be better if the candidates
would be received as soon as they are trained for teaching or
community services and have passed the examinations. At
the end of one year’s novitiate, they would pronounce vows
for seven years and then be assigned to the mission houses.
After seven years, they would profess perpetual vows.
Both temporary and perpetual vows are only simple
vows and not solemn vows. Since 1848, the Holy See only
approves the profession of simple vows in institutes of
women religious in all of Germany, France, and America.
Therefore, those missions where the church is not connected
with the convent will have sisters who have taken tem-
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porary vows for seven years.

These sisters with temporary

vows may leave the enclosure, just as the candidates formerly did. If there is no need to go out, however, they also
observe the enclosure. The professed sisters, that is, those
who have professed perpetual vows, are always obliged to
observe episcopal enclosure. (The strict papal enclosure is
prescribed only for strictly contemplative orders and not for
religious orders called to go to the missions, as our order is.)
Our episcopal enclosure includes two regulations regarding (1) other people entering the enclosure and (2) religious personnel leaving the enclosure.
1. By virtue of episcopal enclosure, no one except the
ruling sovereign may enter the section of the building set
aside exclusively as living quarters for the professed sisters
without the written permission of the respective diocesan
bishop.
2. Episcopal enclosure prescribes that no professed sister is allowed to leave the enclosure or can be forced to leave
the enclosure without having received express permission
from the diocesan bishop. If the respective superior sends a
sister to another mission, however, or if the superiors or
their representatives must travel for visitation or the examination of a building site, they are not obliged to observe
the enclosure. In cases of illness, fire, plague, or danger of
war, even the professed sisters are exempt and do not need
the bishop’s permission to leave the enclosure (with a vehicle, however).
For the sisters who have taken only temporary vows, our
enclosure remains as it was in the past in places where they
can observe it. From this it follows that as far as we are concerned¸ nothing will stand in the way of our accepting missions whether the building can be connected to the church
or not. In the first case, professed sisters will be sent and in
the second case, sisters with temporary vows.

From this, it is apparent that the order consists of two
divisions: (1) professed sisters with perpetual vows and (2)
sisters who profess their vows for seven years.
These explanations will suffice so that you can respond
prudently and resolutely to those who think they must
speak about the approbation of our holy rule or—as it often
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what enclosure is or why we observe it. Our enclosure is
nothing more than what virtue demands for our protection
and ordinary propriety already requires.
Praised be Jesus and Mary!
1699: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau

Munich
August 23, 1854

J!M!
Very Reverend Prelate!
We were very sorry to read in Sister Philomena’s [Blattner]
letter that you still have not fully recovered. May God grant
you help and relief!
I am sending you some flasks of St. Walburga’s Oil 27 in case
you would like to make use of it. We have often experienced
miraculous help from God through the intercession of St.
Walburga and we will continue to call upon this saint to intercede for you.
Now, however, I have some sorrowful news to tell you.
Everywhere God is requiring sacrifices from among his
brides. This time the call came to our dear Novice M.
Philothea Nowak, who came to us from Breslau. 28 With our
serious lack of personnel and small number of people to respond to the many demands, this loss is doubly painful for
us. Sister Philothea is now resting peacefully in our convent crypt next to the other brides of Christ who preceded
her. She did not feel well for some time but was seriously ill
only a few days and died soon after having received the Last
Sacraments. According to the doctor’s statement, she had
an internal organic defect. Please remember the departed
sister in your devout prayer before God.
27. St. Walburga was an English Benedictine who lived in the eighth
century and devoted her life to the conversion of Germany. In the ninth
century, her relics were transferred to Eichstätt where a mysterious liquid, known as Walburga's Oil, collects on them. Healings continue to be
attributed to the saint’s intercession.
28. Novice M. Philothea Nowak died in Munich on August 23, 1854.
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We will send Sister M. Euphemia, who is now professed, 29 to Ad Matrem Dolorosam to take the place of Sister
Macaria [Leipold] who came to us looking like a corpse and
whom we are keeping here in our motherhouse. Sister Euphemia is a good soul but somewhat anxious. She tackles
everything with zealous enthusiasm and tries to carry it
through to the end.
Recommending Sister Euphemia and all the sisters to
your pastoral care and patience, and repeating our gratitude
for all the proofs of your kind benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1802: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Munich
December 12, 1854

J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
The Glatz city council is proving its loyalty to the
Catholic faith, and God's blessing will rest on its undertakings. The purpose of our religious institute is to offer a helping hand precisely where the Catholic cause is endangered
and struggling against unbelief and heresy, which is now
the case in Glatz. Therefore, we are making every effort to
comply with your wishes that wholeheartedly express your
holy zeal for God's cause and your desire to extend the reign
of God on earth.
We are enclosing our report to the honorable city council of Glatz with regard to conducting six classes there, together with the remark that some of the teachers whom we
will send are professed sisters and some are candidates. We
also stated our willingness to take charge of the proposed
secondary school for girls later, but it is absolutely impossi-

29. Sister M. Euphemia Möser professed her vows in Munich on August 17, 1854.
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ble for us to do so now. We are very grateful for the magnanimous offer of the professors, the language teacher, and
the honorable captain’s wife, but we must ask that the temporary measures continue until we can find a solution. We
plan to send a German teacher and a needlework teacher
for this secondary institute by June 1855.
With regard to the sisters’ living quarters, they will confine themselves as much as possible to make the seventh
room available for the proposed secondary school for girls.
Our main purpose is to establish the elementary school,
which is currently uppermost in our mind, and we are happy
to make any sacrifice for it.
Since the sisters are accustomed to poverty, we only ask
for the most necessary house furnishings—a few tables,
chairs, and bedsteads, a wardrobe, and whatever is absolutely required for a poor kitchen.
Recommending the new institutes to your pastoral care
and all of us to your further benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1803: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 13, 1854
J!M!

Very Reverend Archdean!
My heart was filled with gratitude when I read your kind
letter of November 14 containing so much evidence of your
pastoral concern. May God reward you for all the love and
zeal with which you endeavor to promote the work of God!
Surely there will be suffering that can be very upsetting,
especially when it involves God's cause as does the point
under discussion that you are handling with such great sensitivity. Nevertheless, our hope is founded on a rock and
God, who has power over all hearts and guides them like
running brooks, will continue to keep this work from harm,
come what may! We leave everything up to God! On the
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other hand, we are sorry if these people view the good cause
in the wrong light. 30
We will assuredly do our best to take charge of the orphanage and school in Ebersdorf soon. It takes so long for
the dear young people to complete their religious formation.
Unfortunately, there are always so many demands for sisters that we can only meet them gradually. Sickness and
death have diminished the already relatively small number
of sisters available to meet the many needs. My heart will
rejoice when the sisters begin their work in Ebersdorf,
where you are kindly making all arrangements for their
coming.
If it is acceptable to you, we would like to open the mission in Ebersdorf during Easter week or the month of May,
depending on when the semester ends there. It might be too
soon to come now in the winter, especially since the sisters
must walk so far to church. By spring, the buildings will
also be dried out properly. Since you already indicated that
there is no great urgency to take charge of the school now,
our plan will probably be agreeable to you.
Sister Philomena [Blattner] has received our instructions with regard to sending sisters to Ebersdorf and Glatz.
May God grant the grace that the seedling at Ebersdorf will
blossom to your great joy and that you will be able to reap
the harvest of your plenteous sowing!
In your last letter, you also requested a copy of our religious statutes. Unfortunately, we still cannot comply with
this wish because of ongoing negotiations with the Holy See
concerning our rule. Nevertheless, we did receive the enclosed statement of recognition from Rome, 31 together with
instructions regarding our statutes. We are now working
on the revision of our rule for its submission to the Holy See.
In closing, I want to express our deep gratitude for all
the evidence of your charity and ask for your continued remembrance in prayer and pastoral benevolence.

30. The reference is unclear since Fr. Ludwig’s letter to Mother Theresa has not been found.
31. See Document 1581, pp. 50 and 53.

1853—1855

59

Extending best regards from our school inspector [Matthias Siegert], I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1807: To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau

Munich
December 16, 1854

J!M!
Very Reverend Prelate!
Your last kind letter filled us with both sadness and joy,
sadness because you have to contend with so much suffering
and affliction, but joy over the crown of life that God has in
store for you and that will be even more beautiful because of
this suffering. Thank you very much for your kind letter,
another proof that you are the father of our institute dedicated to the Sorrowful Mother. You have put up a beautiful
memorial in your name. May God grant the institute’s continued progress so that you will see at least some fruits of
your noble sowing!
It gives me great consolation that God has blessed the
work of my dear sisters. I think this is a pledge that God’s
work will continue to be protected, even if storms sometimes
rage against it.
Since it is so much a part of the Catholic cause, we can
only add our wish to yours for the spread of our order in Silesia. You may be assured that we, on our part, will do everything possible, even if we are always in great difficulty
because of continuous demands from every side.
Sister Philomena [Blattner] will again send us a good
number of candidates for reception next spring and we will
diligently train them to become suitable members of the
order. In the meantime, may the novitiate in Breslau come
to life under Mary’s special protection and with God’s help!
This alone will make it possible for us to meet the needs for
the religious formation and education of girls and young
women in Silesia.
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Would you kindly help us once again so that the final examination of the candidates can take place during the
month of March next year?
We will see what we can do with regard to Sister
Macaria [Leipold]. Since her very poor health still requires
time for recuperation, we cannot let her accompany the sisters whom we are sending now. Furthermore, she must remain in her Bavarian homeland until the question
regarding her property is completely settled. In her place,
we sent Sister Sebalda [Gattermann], who, we hope, will fill
Sister Macaria’s position and help the orphan girls. Good
Sister Euphemia [Möser] is also at Sister Philomena’s side.
She will provide capable help in needlework and eventually
fill a small position herself.
In conclusion, we recommend to your pastoral care the
new arrivals as well as all the sisters. We will express our
gratitude to God in prayer for all the proofs of your charity
and ask that God will keep you for a long time so that the
Church will be blessed and the Poor School Sisters will continue to have consolation and support. With the expansion
of the institute and the young order in Silesia, we are in double need of your pastoral help. It was through you that we
received the call to go to Silesia.
Returning your Christmas and New Year’s greetings, extending best regards from our confessor [Matthias Siegert],
and sending our best wishes to Agnes, I remain respectfully
yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1836: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 29, 1855
J!M!
Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Together with the expression of our joy at your safe return from Rome, may you be pleased to accept the expression of our sincere gratitude for all you have done for us!
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Like the now deceased Cardinal [Melchior von] Diepenbrock, you recommended the Poor School Sisters’ cause to
the universal Father of Christendom, 32 thus proving that
you are our gracious patron.
We read Sister Philomena's [Blattner] report with tears
of joy and gratitude and we will not tire in our prayers calling down God’s blessing upon you. Please do not withdraw
your benevolence, your pastoral care, and your help from the
new emerging work of God in its suffering or refuse that
which the institute so urgently needs in order to blossom
and flourish! From the depths of our hearts, we make this
plea to your own pastoral heart.
In accordance with the instructions received, we are now
presenting to the Holy See the revised text of our rule in
German and French.
God grant that we will be able to contribute our mite
through the establishment of a novitiate for the formation of
Silesia’s young people as soon as possible!
Urgently pleading for your episcopal blessing for all of
our houses, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
1854: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Our Motherhouse in Munich
February 20, 1855
J!M!

Very Reverend Archdean!
How should I respond to your letter of lamentation over
the school in Glatz? You will forgive me if I tell you first
everything that has happened.
After dear Sister Philomena [Blattner] in Breslau promised to take charge of the school for girls in Glatz with six
classes, I had no other choice, regardless of how difficult it
would be to keep the promise. I could not foresee how it was
even possible in the time given. Trusting in God neverthe32. Pope Pius IX
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less, I tried to make the necessary arrangements, as I
stated, 33 and was of the same opinion to the very end.
Then Sister Philomena wrote again, saying that in reply
to your question about taking charge of the school for girls
in Glatz, the honorable Senior Civil Servant Barthel said
that it would be out of the question to hand over the entire
school in Glatz to the sisters at once. Only two classes could
be handed over now because the male teachers could not be
transferred and placed in equivalent positions immediately,
but only gradually.
Moreover—or at least it seems to be emerging from reports—the prince bishop 34 ordered that we take charge of
the institute in Frankfurt [on the Oder River]. I will not fail
to give Sister Philomena appropriate instructions but I must
also see how this will turn out so that I will know what to
tell you. I hope that you will be convinced that I am taking
this very seriously and that, unless prevented by an insurmountable obstacle, I will not go back on a promise once
made. If things now stand the way I think they do (and
must also assume from the reports) then you will certainly
see that, in the absolute necessity of these unforeseen circumstances and despite my promise, I cannot do anything
other than submit, unpleasant as it is for me (if I may speak
openly) since I share completely your view and principles.
As far as the opening of your own institute 35 is concerned, I have no doubt that we can go ahead at the beginning of May when the building is ready. I will also give
Sister Philomena the directive that, in compliance with your
wishes, the sisters should leave a few days earlier so that
they will be able to make the necessary preparations.
May God reward all the love and sacrifice, which the establishment of the entire institute is costing you, and allow
you to harvest the fruits of your sowing for many years!
If God allows us to live that long and enjoy this happiness, I look forward to seeing you again at the institute in

33. See Document 1802, pp. 56-57.
34. Prince Bishop Förster
35. At Ebersdorf
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Ebersdorf, which your great efforts built.
With prayer and gratitude in the meantime, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1884: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 25, 1855
J!M!

Very Reverend Archdean!
Your request that we take charge of the school for girls
in Glatz will certainly not be a burden to us because we recognize your devout zeal for God’s cause and our order’s
progress. Once again, we want to express our deep gratitude for your pastoral interest.
The difficulty has been settled in the meantime and unless an unforeseen incident occurs—which God will graciously prevent-it is now definite that personnel will be sent
to open the mission in Glatz. Since we are unable to send
six professed sisters to conduct six classes at this time, the
mission will probably have to begin with two professed sisters and four candidates. If God grants the grace, we will be
able to send an additional professed sister in August and another in December in exchange for two candidates. The loss
of our dear Sister Philothea [Nowak], who was also destined
for Glatz but fell victim to cholera, is especially painful to us.
I find it necessary to leave Pauline Kröger 36 in Wölfelsdorf for now because Sister Mathilde [Petri] is moving to
Glatz. A younger sister is taking Sister Mathilde’s place and
Pauline can introduce her to the local conditions in Wölfelsdorf. In any case, it will be advantageous for Pauline to stay
where she is for a while so that, if necessary, she can help
the neighboring mission in Ebersdorf.
With our current shortage of personnel, we are grateful
for your kind offer to have only one teacher sent to Ebersdorf
36. Pauline Kröger was a candidate at the time.
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for the beginning. Then next year, with God’s help, it will be
easier to send another teacher.
I was very happy to hear that you are considering the
foundation of an orphanage under the direction of our sisters
in Ebersdorf. The sisters will certainly bestow maternal
love and care on the poor, abandoned children and, as duty
would require, pray very earnestly with them for you.
Surely God will open the eyes of the people of Ebersdorf so
that they will gratefully recognize the generous sacrifices
you are making for their good. 37
Now to another concern! If it is possible for Sister
Philomena [Blattner] to leave Breslau soon, she will come
to discuss personally a request regarding a matter of concern for the order. Since we place unconditional trust in
your proven kindness toward the Poor School Sisters, we
want to present for your examination a copy of our new rule,
which was written according to the instructions given by
Rome. We ask that you would kindly write a testimonial
and express your desire that the Holy See would approve
our rule soon. This would give our application even more
strength and support.
Finally, I request your prayer for all of us so that God
will arrange all things well at the new missions and lovingly
safeguard our young candidates. As soon as possible, professed sisters will come and gradually take their places.
Respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

37. In a letter of May 14, 1855, Fr. Ludwig invited Mother Theresa to
accompany Sisters M. Alexia Kloke and M. Aegidia Kaufmann to Ebersdorf for the opening of the school and orphanage there on May 21. Parents
were free to send their girls to the school or not and Fr. Ludwig promised
that poor girls would be instructed free of charge so that no one would be
sent away. Fr. Ludwig trusted that, through the girls who were sent to
the school, prejudice on the part of the parents would vanish. Finally, he
mentioned that there would be at least three orphans at the institute
when it opened. See Copia Publica, 3896-98.
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1885: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 26, 1855
J!M!
Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Deeply moved by the pastoral care with which you were
pleased to take up the cause of the Poor School Sisters with
the Holy See 38 and then to give an episcopal precept with
regard to the establishment of a novitiate of our order in Silesia, 39 we now wish to present the expression of our deep
gratitude. May almighty God grant you joy and consolation
through this new spiritual seedbed!
Please do not take it amiss if, in addition to this expression of our gratitude, we venture to make another petition.
Our rule has been drawn up according to the instructions
given by the Apostolic See and we are ready to present it to
the Holy See as soon as possible. Since you are familiar with
the essence and works of our institute, it would be a great
consolation to us if you would graciously examine these
statutes and return them to us with your remarks.
We also request that you would write a testimonial
about us in which you also express the necessity of a speedy
approbation of these statutes by the Holy See. Would you
then allow us to present this document to the Holy See at
the same time that we present the testimonials of several
other bishops?
If we did not have ample evidence of your great kindness,
we would not have ventured to make this bold petition.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
38. See Document 1836, pp. 60-61.
39. On February 15, 1855, Prince Bishop Förster gave his written
consent for the establishment of a novitiate at Ad Matrem Dolorosam. In
addition to providing space in the building that belonged to the diocese, he
also offered scholarships for aspirants who could not afford to pay for their
education. See Copia Publica, 3886-87.
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1886:

To Canon Aloysius Gärth
Breslau

Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 26, 1855

J!M!
Very Reverend Prelate!
After reading your last letter, we cannot help but join in
Mary’s song of praise—indeed, our souls praise God who has
looked down upon us in our lowliness!
With the establishment of a novitiate for Prussia and for
Silesia in particular, the work of God will come one step
closer to a firm foundation. We thank you for your noble efforts in this cause, which God has already crowned with success!
Since this cause involves the establishment of God’s
work and therefore means so much to us, we on our part will
do everything we can!

Nevertheless, I must openly admit that it would be altogether impossible for me to send a Bavarian novice director
within a year. The number of novices is so small now that
it would hardly be necessary for them to have their own director. From the very beginning, I tried to release Sister
Philomena [Blattner] from teaching so that she could dedicate herself completely to the direction of the entire institute. If only a worthy teacher for the boys could be found
soon! 40 We would gladly take care of his upkeep. If Sister
Philomena were freer, she could and must take on the direction of the new novitiate for now. She should recall our
beginnings in Neunburg where I had to bear the double burden of superior and novice director until there were 30 novices.
The main thing now is to begin the novitiate. God will
provide a novice director — this is my confident hope. The

40. In September 1854, St. John’s Home in Breslau was merged with
Ad Matrem Dolorosam and the sisters were also in charge of the boys. A
dozen boys were obliged to serve as acolytes in the cathedral and in Holy
Cross Church at all hours of the day, which disturbed classes at Ad
Matrem Dolorosam. Two years later, all the boys began attending the
cathedral school and the oldest girls at the cathedral school began attending classes at Ad Matrem Dolorosam. By 1859, all the girls from the cathedral school were entrusted to the sisters. See Schlesische Ordensprovinz, 21-22.
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novice director must be capable, which requires time because she must be thoroughly trained in everything pertaining to her office. Novitiates are the seedbeds of the order
and they determine for the most part the weal and woe of
the entire order.
In order to release Sister Philomena from duties in the
school and household, I will send a skilled cook to Breslau as
soon as possible. Sister Macaria [Leipold], who already has
experience in the orphanage, will return to Ad Matrem Dolorosam. She has recovered and since she has worked diligently at preparing for her assigned work, she will be able
to serve the house well.
Prussia will not lose Alexandra Schmidt and [Frances]
Wolf, but they are still too young to work successfully in
Silesia.
Both children must first grow stronger spiritually
and physically. May this delay in sending them back to Silesia serve as a proof of how concerned we are about giving
more solid training, above all with regard to the religious
life, so that later—with the grace of God—their effectiveness
will bring down even greater blessing!
I must return to the discussion on the novitiate. In the
future, according to the instructions prescribed for us by the
Holy See, the general superior is obliged to inform the cardinal protector about the establishment of a novitiate. Until
a cardinal protector is appointed 41 and if the prince bishop 42
has already granted episcopal approval for the establishment of a novitiate that will remain united with the original
motherhouse (something the Holy See also wants prescribed
in the statutes), I only need to notify our archdiocesan ordinariate here that the sisters are leaving the archdiocese.
That is the only way to reach the goal without conflict; there
is no other way. 43
Now to another matter! Convinced of your sincere pastoral interest in our order, the proof of which you have given

41. The congregation’s first cardinal protector was appointed after
the rule was approved for six years on July 13, 1859.
42. Prince Bishop Förster
43. Until Archbishop Reisach was appointed to the Roman Curia in
December 1855, he insisted that Mother Theresa report to him all transfers of sisters.
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so often from the very beginning, I also venture through Sister Philomena to present our new rule as it has been compiled according to the instructions given us by Rome and as
it will be submitted to the Holy See. I am presenting it for
your examination, but I ask that you keep it confidential.
Since you are familiar with the essence of our religious institute, its rule will probably be of interest to you as well as
to the prince bishop.
Finally, I want to express how very sorry we were to hear
of your illness. We hope and pray that God will restore you
to good health and spare your precious life for a long time.
Requesting your remembrance in prayer and continued
benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1890: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
Munich
March 28, 1855
Power of Attorney
The undersigned hereby grants Sister M. Philomena
[Blattner], local superior at the institute of the Poor School
Sisters in Breslau, Ad Matrem Dolorosam, the power of attorney to settle all business pertaining to the Brede Convent
near Brakel in Westphalia. This convent belongs to the St.
Anna Foundation, endowed by Count [Diedrich] von Bocholtz-Asseburg at the Hinnenburg Castle.
Sister M.
Philomena is also authorized to take all necessary legal
steps. 44
Central Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, March 28, 1855

M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

44. On May 14, 1855, Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg and Sister M. Philomena signed a document whereby the buildings and inventory
of the Brede Convent and St. Anna Institute near Brakel in Westphalia
were entrusted to the Poor School Sisters.
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1935: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 12, 1855
J!M!
Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
In spite of your many very important episcopal transactions, you did not turn away from our cause. In response to
our request, 45 you not only graciously examined our new rule
and constitutions but also, to our great consolation, drew up
a very favorable testimonial for presentation to the Holy See!
We have no doubt that after considering your testimonial and those written by the other bishops, the Holy Father
will soon approve our rule. Then we will have a more reliable lodestar on the path of salvation and a firm staff on
which to lean as we make our pilgrim journey up the steep
path of perfection. With God’s help, we will be able to give
you consolation and joy.
A thousand thanks to God and to Your Excellency! If
God hears our daily prayer for you, then an abundance of
divine mercy will reward your recent great work of charity.
Recommending my dear sisters to your gracious benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2008: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Our Motherhouse in Munich
September 6, 1855
J!M!

Very Reverend Archdean!
Just as we were about to send our belated response to
your letter, your second letter of September 2 arrived with
the delightful view of our little convent in Ebersdorf. What

45. See Document 1885, p. 65.
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a pleasant surprise! Thank you very much! As compensation for your sufferings, sacrifice, and efforts, may God’s
blessing emanate from the institute’s quiet walls and into
your parish through the dear young people. This is our constant prayer to God who, after giving the greater part, will
surely also allow you to find the necessary resources to cover
fully the sisters’ support. We firmly trust in God’s abundant
infinite goodness.
Accustomed to a life of poverty, the sisters are satisfied
with the most necessary essentials if you arrange that the
institute will be secure in case of any future difficulties.
Dear Sister Alexia’s [Kloke] problems were easily remedied and I ask for your kind forbearance with her. With
God’s help, everything will be all right again.
Your charity for our suffering institute in Glatz has already had an effect and, once again, we thank you very
much. May God graciously settle everything! May all redound to the glory of God! If all of the personnel are dismissed from our house in Glatz, we can certainly use them
elsewhere. It would always be detrimental to the expansion
of the order in Prussia, however, if the transfer of the first
public school to the sisters would again be revoked. 46
Repeating the expression of our deep gratitude and asking
for your continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

46. On May 1, 1855, the six classes of girls in the public school in
Glatz were transferred to the Poor School Sisters. However, the Prussian
government objected to having “sisters subject to a foreign superior” teaching in a public school and questioned the suitability of the order’s statutes
in light of the demands made by the school authorities. The sisters were
almost forced to leave Glatz, but after the townspeople objected, the sisters were allowed to remain. See Schlesische Ordensprovinz, 32.
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Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 16, 1855

Very Reverend Prelate!
As painful as it was to lose Canon [Aloysius] Gärth, 47 a
father, friend, and protector of our institute Ad Matrem Dolorosam who so lovingly engaged in the introduction and expansion of our order in Silesia, it is equally consoling for us
to know that God, mindful of the little company of the cross,
has given us another father who will look after the orphaned
institute with great kindness and concern.
Praise and
thanks to Divine Mercy!
We ask that you would graciously support the Poor School
Sisters in word and deed and be their protector and refuge!
May Almighty God reward your noble efforts and pastoral
care, here and in eternity! This is our hope and our prayer.
In closing, we send our heartfelt best wishes for the coming feast days!
Asking for your remembrance of all of us in prayer before
God and for your continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

47. Canon Aloysius Gärth died in September 1855.
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2104: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 31, 1856
J!M!
Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
You continue to watch over Ad Matrem Dolorosam with
special pastoral and episcopal care. You added on to the
buildings, renovated the convent so that it could accept candidates and novices, enlarged and beautified the convent
chapel, obtained permission from the civil authorities for the
aspirants to take their final examinations, introduced new
missions, and gave the hard-pressed sisters your pastoral
protection. After God, we have only you to thank for all
these graces.
According to Sister M. Philomena’s [Blattner] letters, the
time has come for reception and the beginning of a novitiate.
One desire animates all of us—that this may become a
seedbed for holiness and a fountain of salvation for the young
women of your diocese! For this reason, I would welcome this
new institute with great joy in God, if the currently prevailing circumstances would not dampen the joyful feelings (to
say it very openly before God and Your Excellency).
The first difficulty lies in the fact that since the Holy See
still has not approved our rule, it is feared that, with the
premature establishment of several motherhouses, the unity
of the order would be destroyed. Unity has always been the
foundation of the order’s development and expansion and it
is the basis of its hidden strength. If this unity is lacking,
we will no longer have the staff on which the motherhouses
can find a common hold, the star that guides them securely,
and the source from which they draw life.
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A second circumstance that greatly affects the institute’s
beginning and progress and therefore gives me great concern is the impossibility of my appointing a novice director
who is fully qualified for this most important office. The sister I had in mind was afflicted with a prolonged illness so
that now she can neither make the long journey nor fulfill
the duties connected with this office.
In accordance with your wise judgment, now is the time
to establish a novitiate in Breslau, which was proposed long
ago. In the current situation, however, I know of no other
solution than to negotiate the following:
a. That Your Excellency would approve the continued existence and direction of the institute Ad Matrem Dolorosam according to the draft of the future rule of the order.
We revised this rule according to the papal instructions and
you have already approved this rule until its actual approbation by the Holy See. Thus, unity and strength will be
maintained and all of us will be preserved from indescribable confusion.
b. That Your Excellency would allow the local superior
of the institute, currently M. Philomena, to hold the office of
novice director for the time being until God provides further
help. Due to the urgent need at the beginning of our order,
I myself had to do this for a long time. Since there will be
only a few novices, it will be much easier for her to be in
charge of a novitiate than of a school, which demands far
more time and physical strength.
It would even be to Sister Philomena’s great advantage
because she would immerse herself more deeply into the religious life and the spirit of the order. She would certainly
welcome this opportunity, which would also further her
physical well-being because she would be occupied more
with spiritual matters and could get more rest.
I would also like to express my desire to be present at
the first ceremony that is so significant for the order. Then
I could also meet the new novices, gain an insight into the
entire situation, and contribute as much as possible to the
arrangement of the whole from the very beginning. With
God's grace, we may then hope for real progress.
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It would be easiest for me to leave from here after Easter
and, if it is agreeable to you, we could have this celebration
at Ad Matrem Dolorosam around Low Sunday. 1
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
2185: To Fr. Laurentius Marks
Breslau

Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 30, 1856
J!M!

Very Reverend Confessor!
The devout Silesians’ heartfelt interest in the Catholic
cause certainly deserves all our attention. If it is God’s will
that we, the Poor School Sisters, contribute our mite, then
we will do it joyfully and to the best of our ability, although
our personnel have been greatly diminished by many deaths
this year. Until God reveals further sources of help, I know
of no other solution than to begin by sending Sister Berthilla
(Frances Wolf) to Oppeln for the time being. 2 She will make
her profession in August and will be in Oppeln by October 1.
We trust in God that during the past years, Sister
Berthilla has grown in every respect so that she will be able
to conduct German classes very well. She will also be able
to supervise French classes and teach the beginners, although I must say that her accent has suffered greatly from
1. The first reception ceremony in Breslau took place on Monday,
March 31, 1856. (Easter fell on March 23. The first Sunday after Easter
was designated as Low Sunday.) In the presence of Mother Theresa and
Fr. Siegert, seven postulants were received into the novitiate, and Sister
M. Philomena was appointed novice director. See Ziegler, Magd des Herrn,
281.
2. When a private secondary school for girls in Oppeln (now Opole in
Poland) was about to close, Dr. Herman Gleich, the city pastor, requested
sisters from Breslau to staff a new secondary school for girls in order to
prevent the girls from attending Protestant schools. See Ziegler, Magd des
Herrn, 283-284.
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learning Polish. In my opinion, three teachers will be necessary for all the subjects. If sisters cannot fill the positions
at the beginning, candidates will have to go there until the
first novices make their profession in Breslau, after which
professed sisters can fill the positions now held by one or
more candidates.
Sister Philomena [Blattner] must also plan on having a
few candidates who already passed their examination teach
music, drawing, and needlework until after the profession
mentioned above. If there are advanced students in French,
a master teacher will be needed and help must come from
outside.
As an assistant to the young sister, Sister Philomena
plans to assign the very reliable Sister Sebalda [Gattermann]. With the grace of God, she will carry out her religious and household responsibilities very well.
What will happen to Breslau, however, if the house is
depleted of sisters? On one hand, I do not consider Sister
Ludgera [Suing] qualified to fill the position under discussion because the good Ludgera is much too anxious and
timid. She needs more time to mature before she can take
charge of a school with older girls—as experience has often
shown. I also observed this in Ludgera during my last visitation in Glatz. Moreover, we owe it to the hard-pressed
mission in Glatz to avoid anything that would be disturbing, at least for now, because it would not be of any help to
tear down one place in order to build up another.
Sister Eugenia’s [Langer] position in Wölfelsdorf is already too much for her; she will succumb with an even
greater burden in Glatz. Moreover, the frequent change of
teachers would cause dissatisfaction on all sides.
I will recommend the cause to God in the meantime.
During his lifetime, Canon [Aloysius] Gärth showed great
interest in the affairs of the Church and extended a helping
hand to the Poor School Sisters in particular. At God’s
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throne, he will now intercede for us and surely for this cause
that was so dear to his heart. 3
Since I returned only recently from my extended visitation journeys and was not at home when your letter arrived,
it was impossible to respond earlier in the manner its contents would have required. Please excuse the unfortunate
delay.
Thanking you for your sincere interest in the weal and
woe of our order and requesting your continued benevolence
and prayerful remembrance at the altar, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2236: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Our Motherhouse in Munich
September 2, 1856

J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
Although you just recovered from illness, your charity is
already at work for others and now for our sick Sister
Philomena [Blattner] in particular. How I thank God for
giving you to us as a father and friend, not only to our sisters in Ebersdorf but also to our entire order!
You kindly indicated that the little convent in Ebersdorf
might be the best place for our dear Sister Philomena's convalescence. It seems that Philomena wants to conceal her
deteriorating health, partly to save me from worry and
partly because of the novitiate, which makes it extremely
difficult for her to leave the house entrusted to her. Nevertheless, it has become absolutely necessary and the good sis-

3. Canon Gärth served as pastor and school superintendent in Oppeln before he was appointed to Breslau. In 1851, he purchased a building
for St. Adalbert Hospital in Oppeln, which was under the direction of the
Franciscan Sisters from Münster. When Sister M. Clothilde Müller became ill, she was sent to this hospital. It was through her that the pastor
in Oppeln, Dr. Herman Gleich, became acquainted with the Poor School
Sisters who were in Breslau. See Schlesische Ordensprovinz, 33.
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ter must let go for a while and enjoy a rest—come what may.
I have also written to her today and told her that, in God’s
name, she must go to our sisters in far-off Ebersdorf 4 because the closer missions do not have the space or opportunity for relaxation outdoors in the fresh air.
Thanks be to God if His Eminence, Cardinal and Prince
[Frederick] von Schwarzenberg, was generally satisfied with
the work of our sisters! 5 Although the sisters in Glatz probably do not lack the required knowledge, it seems that the
critical and difficult conditions of the mission institute there
make them somewhat hesitant. If God gives the grace, it
will go better next time.
The gracious benevolence that the noble prince bishop
displayed by his generous donation, and even more by the
promise of his very effective intercession for the Glatz sisters
with His Majesty, the King of Prussia, 6 is probably your
work as well. God will reward what you are doing for the
poor abandoned sisters with so much self-sacrifice and genuine magnanimity!
Requesting that you would remember us at the Altar of
the Lord, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

4. Ebersdorf was approximately 65 miles (105 km) from Breslau.
5. According to the Chronological Sketches for 1856, Cardinal
Schwarzenberg visited the schools in Glatz, Ebersdorf, and Wölfelsdorf,
examined the children, and gave a generous donation to the sisters.
6. Frederick William IV (1795-1861), King of Prussia, 1840-61. See
Document 2008, pp. 69-70.
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2248: To Cardinal Frederick von Schwarzenberg
Prague
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich
September 11, 1856
J!M!
Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal and Prince
Bishop! Your Royal Highness!
Trusting in your pastoral benevolence, the respectfully
undersigned ventures to express her deep gratitude for the
gracious kindness recently shown my dear sisters in the district of Glatz. You not only expressed satisfaction with their
work in school but you were also pleased to give them a significant monetary gift.
In the name of my dear sisters in Glatz, I would like to
thank you in particular for the consoling ray of hope that
you gave them in their long night of suffering. You graciously assured them that you would appeal to His Majesty,
the King of Prussia, 7 so that the government would give its
immediate approval to the Poor School Sisters holding
teaching positions in the elementary school for girls in Glatz.
All of these sisters are Prussians.
God will abundantly bless the good will of the sisters
who are exerting all their strength in the education and
character formation of the children entrusted to them by the
Glatz city council. After the painful uncertainty that lasted
more than a year has been lifted through your gracious intercession, the sisters will carry out their duties with renewed courage and all our other institutes in Silesia will be
stabilized. 8

7. King Frederick William IV
8. With the opening of the novitiate in Breslau at the end of March
1856, the missions in the Glatz district were made subject to the new
motherhouse located in Prussian Silesia. Spirit of the Constitutions of the
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame by Francis Sebastian Job and a copy of
the Directory for the Year 1855 were also presented to the Prussian government. As a result, the government finally approved the transfer of classes in the public school in Glatz to the Poor School Sisters on June 8, 1857.
See Copia Publica, 3900-01.

80

Mission to Prussia: Breslau

God will reward you in fullest measure and place this
work of Christian charity like a pearl in your royal crown.
Requesting your episcopal blessing for our entire religious
institute, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2361: To Fr. Theodore Warnatsch
Frankfurt on the Oder River
Our Motherhouse in Munich
February 17, 1857
J!M!

Very Reverend City Pastor! 9
Your letter brought the consoling news that the young
seedling of our order in Frankfurt is flourishing and that,
with the grace of God, the sisters are striving to fulfill their
assigned duties. 10 I praise God who likes to choose the weak to
carry out divine plans. May God graciously continue to remember these poor servants!
Next to God, the sisters are most indebted to you for the
institute’s good progress. Our almighty God will strengthen
what you have founded in your unremitting zeal, in your
tireless efforts, and in your willingness to make sacrifices.
You began this work with trust in Divine Providence and
you continued it under so many personal privations that the
human heart could not help but be moved, to say nothing of
the most loving Divine Heart who cannot resist those who
are humble and merciful. Yes, you are persevering in the
trust that only God can place in our hearts, and we are certain that this trust will not be put to shame.

9. Fr. Theodore Warnatsch was the city pastor in Frankfurt on the
Oder River, located east of Berlin in the apostolic delegature of Brandenburg and Pomerania. This area was administered by the prince bishop of
Breslau and also known as the German Diaspora since there were few
Catholics in the area.
10. On April 23, 1855, a mission was opened in Frankfurt on the Oder
River. The sisters conducted elementary classes and a home for orphaned
and neglected children of the entire apostolic delegature.
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With regard to Weckruf (Wakeup Call) 11 I had the opportunity to consult with knowledgeable people but they
could not see how its publication would be successful because, in our country, there are so many collections for every
possible purpose. Please place the enclosed widow’s mite
into the offerings box for us.
In addition to the situation regarding our order in
Glatz, 12 we have another one now in Oppeln. Tolerance
seems to impose itself everywhere or, better said, the strong
influence of the spirit of tolerance shines forth unequivocally, which naturally opposes the Holy Spirit’s cause. 13 If
the Lord who protects the Church and its institutes with a
mighty arm gives the command, the wind and the waves will
be calm! 14
“The Poor School Sisters,” an article published in the
Katholisches Volksblatt (Catholic Peoples’ Paper) in Breslau, seems to speak well for the Catholic cause and especially for the Poor School Sisters, but it also harms us
because of inaccurate reporting. School Sisters everywhere
follow the existing laws of the land with regard to education
and communicate with their general superior only when it
involves religious matters. Prussia does not want to hear of
this. What harm could such poor people cause? As stated,
however, the enemy fears harm for its kingdom.
I hope it will be easier for Sister Liboria [Seneca] since
she received from Breslau the help that she needed in
school.

11. Weckruf, a flyer dated December 25, 1856, requested financial
support for the St. Boniface Society in general and the orphanage in Frankfurt in particular. The St. Boniface Society was founded in Regensburg in
1849 for the purpose of supporting missions and building churches, schools,
and other institutions in the German Diaspora. (Brochure, Munich)
12. See Document 2008, pp. 73-74.
13. The growing spirit of liberalism in Prussia demanded that public
schools be nondenominational so that parents would not have to send their
children to a school conducted by religious personnel if this was not their
wish. For Mother Theresa and the sisters, however, this meant a curtailment of opportunities to carry out their educational apostolate.
14. See Matthew 8:25-27.
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Your gratitude for the picture of the Good Shepherd embarrasses us. We would have gladly sent a better one if it
were available.
Repeating our gratitude and our request, I remain
prayerfully and respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2397: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
J!M!

Munich
April 26, 1857

According to the official report from Sister M. Philomena [Blattner], venerable local superior of the Poor School
Sisters at Ad Matrem Dolorosam in Breslau, the following
novices, some trained for teaching and some for other convent services, have now completed their uninterrupted year
of spiritual formation in the novitiate.
During this year, they have zealously carried out all religious exercises and, with God’s help, they have given evidence of their religious vocation and persevered in the firm
decision they freely made to enter the Order of the Poor
School Sisters through the holy vows of religion.
Toward the end of the novitiate year, they made their
request in writing to the general superior. In view of the
above and by virtue of the authority invested in me as general superior of the order, I, the undersigned, declare that,
as far as the order is concerned, Novices M. Gaudentia Elsner,
M. Cecilia Kreisler, M. Ignatia Schmidt, M. Vincentia
Frohwein, M. Hyacintha Kröger, and M. Bronislavia Ludovici
may be admitted to the profession of perpetual vows. 15 After

15. In 1848, the Holy See ruled that, in the convents of Germany,
France, and America, novices would profess simple vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience for life. This practice continued in the congregation from
1848 until 1859, when the newly approved rule prescribed that novices
profess their vows for seven years. See Document 1581, pp. 53-55.
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canonical procedures have determined their freedom of will
and episcopal permission has been obtained, this profession
must be made in accordance with the order’s ceremonial
book.
Hoping that all of these novices will become perfect and
holy professed sisters to the glory of God and the honor of
the holy Catholic Church, I sign this document with my own
hand and with the seal of the order.
Central Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, the Feast of St. Peregrine, April 26, 1857
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
2416: To President Ludolph von Beckedorff
Grünhof in Pomerania
Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 7, 1857
J!M!
Your Excellency! Royal President! 16
With deep emotion and heartfelt joy, I read your kind
letter and, if the clarification of a few points had not been
necessary, I would have responded immediately. In the
meantime, I gave the cause careful consideration in prayer
and now state our complete willingness to conduct the proposed institute, especially because it is in full accordance

16. President Ludolph von Beckedorff (1778-1858) studied and practiced medicine until 1810 and then entered the field of education. In 1820,
he was appointed educational councilor in the Prussian Department of Education and Cultural Affairs. Influenced by Bishop John Michael Sailer of
Regensburg, he became a Catholic in 1827, which resulted in his immediate dismissal by the Prussian government and retirement to his estate in
Grünhof (now Święciechowo near Resko in northwestern Poland). In 1840,
King Frederick William IV reinstated Beckedorff, made him a member of
the nobility, and appointed him president of the Prussian Royal Department of Agriculture.
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with the heart of God and concerns the welfare of the Catholic
Church. The dear children will not be torn away from our
holy Mother Church but will remain close to her instead. 17
In the name of God, we welcome the poor and abandoned
children as a precious pledge given us by the Divine Friend
of Children through your hands.
It is my hope that the sisters will watch, pray, and do all
in their power to make the Blood of Jesus fruitful. May they
educate good children for the holy Catholic Church and give
them suitable training for their future vocation here on
earth! Beginnings are always difficult and the sisters will
have to struggle with many hardships.
Children’s homes and orphanages are not new fields of
labor for our sisters. Since we have them in several places
including Prussia, I have even more reason to hope that the
sisters in Grünhof will give all due attention to the children
under their care and, with God’s grace, carry out their responsibilities.
By making an exchange in personnel, it will be possible
for us to send a few sisters who have experience in this area.
If it would be agreeable to you—barring any unforeseen obstacles—they would arrive in early October of this year.
With regard to the sisters’ support, would you kindly
state what means are available or in prospect? The sisters
are satisfied with what is necessary to maintain the poor life
that they lead.
In closing, I wish to express my cherished wish that you
will find consolation in this institute with its great hopes for
the future and that, from your meritorious sowing, an abundant harvest will soon flourish here on earth.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

17. According to the Chronological Sketches for 1857, Baron von
Beckedorff built a church in Grünhof and provided for a resident pastor,
whereby he became further acquainted with the plight of the small Catholic minority in the area. He then provided a small boarding school so that
the children would have a Catholic education and be less likely to leave the
Church later.
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2423: To President Ludolph von Beckedorff
Grünhof in Pomerania
Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 22, 1857
J!M!
Your Excellency! Noble President!
At the same time your first letter arrived, I also received
one from the local superior at Breslau 18 who told me about
taking charge of the institute in Grünhof and appealed for
help with regard to personnel. Although we began the foundation of a motherhouse in Breslau, 19 the arrangements are
far from complete and, therefore, I did not hesitate to reply
to your esteemed letter.
In any case, we could only take charge of the institute in
Grünhof with the approval of the prince bishop 20 and we are
working on this now.
With regard to teaching personnel, we have always provided our institutes in Prussia with Prussian teachers. The
teaching sisters from Bavaria did not object to taking another examination and becoming naturalized citizens of
Prussia so that all obstacles to their teaching might be overcome.
Since the order conducts every type of institute entrusted to it, whether in Bavaria or in another country, your
request does not encroach on us in any way. On the contrary, it was an honor for me to have made your acquaintance.
Assuring you of our prayer for the well-being of your
family and for the institute’s progress, I remain respectfully
yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

18. Sister M. Philomena Blattner
19. The first reception in Breslau on March 31, 1856, also marked the
beginning of the motherhouse in Breslau.
20. Prince Bishop Förster

86

Mission to Prussia: Breslau

2424: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
J!M!

Munich
July 1, 1857

The following candidates have completed their secular
year of probation at Ad Matrem Dolorosam Convent in Breslau under M. Philomena Blattner, the local superior, and
have requested the generalate for reception: Maria Caffier,
Antonie Ciré, Agnes Rösler, Anna Teichgräber, Victoria
Oestreich, Caroline Joppich, Ferdinanda Menne, Frances
Weiser, Theresa Mollenhauer, and Caroline Schimpke.
According to official reports conscientiously prepared by
the venerable local superior, the undersigned is convinced
that, with the grace of God during their time of probation,
these candidates have acquired the characteristics required
for entrance into religious life. The first eight candidates
are qualified teachers and have already passed the required
examinations. All the candidates justify the hope of becoming devout and suitable members of the order.
For these reasons, their petition is granted and, provided
that episcopal approval is granted, the holy habit will be
given to them on July 7, the feast of Blessed Peter Fourier, 21
Father of Our Order.
Central Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, July 1, 1857
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

21. St. Peter Fourier was beatified by Pope Benedict XIII on January
20, 1730, and canonized by Pope Leo XIII on May 27, 1897.
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J!M!
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July 1857

By virtue of the rights entitled to her, the undersigned
declares that, after having received episcopal approval from
the prince bishop of Breslau, 22 the Order of the Poor School
Sisters is willing to conduct the Catholic Institute for Neglected Children in Grünhof in Pomerania.
Central Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, July 1857
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
2428: To Dr. Herman Gleich
Oppeln

Munich
July 1857

The superior of the motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame in Breslau 23 sent a written report that,
at the request of the city authorities, a Catholic secondary
school for girls will be established in Oppeln in Silesia. 24
The undersigned general superior of the Order of the
Poor School Sisters hereby declares that, with the episcopal
approval of the prince bishop of Breslau, 25 the order is willing to conduct the proposed institute.
Central Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, July 1857
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior

22. Prince Bishop Förster granted this permission on July 11, 1857.
(Typescript, Munich) 17623 a
23. Sister M. Philomena Blattner
24. See Footnote 2, p. 79.
25. Prince Bishop Förster
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2549:

To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf
J!M!

Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 27, 1858

Very Reverend Archdean!
We welcome with heartfelt joy the day on which you will
have the honor of celebrating 25 years since God placed you
as a sentinel on Mount Zion. 26 Often afflicted with great
pain, you nevertheless pastured the flock with the care of a
good shepherd, bringing back those who strayed.
You
served God as a tireless worker in the vineyard and shunned
no difficulty when the honor of God and the salvation of
souls were at stake.
What a day of honor and joy this feast will be when, as if
in a wreath, all your sorrow and labor will be bound together
with all the happy success of your noble striving! Should we,
who were no less the object of your constant care and the cause
of so much unexpected suffering, should we, could we, stand
behind the others who honor you on this day and do nothing?
What can we poor sisters bring? We can only express
our frail words of deep gratitude together with the sincere
wish that God will strengthen you and allow the staff to rest
in the hands of such a noble shepherd for many more years.
We pray that God will console you in your suffering, protect
you in all danger, reward your noble work in particular with
an abundant harvest of good fruit in this life, and adorn you
with the palm of victory and crown of life in eternity.
To assure the fulfillment of these, our cherished wishes,
we will include them in our prayers for you. We will also
celebrate your jubilee in our chapel.
In closing, we venture to ask for your devout remembrance at the Altar of the Lord and for your continued
benevolence.
With God’s grace, we will then be able to
lighten your burden as much as possible. May God bless our
work and thus bring you consolation!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,

Mar. Theresa of Jesus

26. Fr. Ludwig had been pastor in Ebersdorf for 25 years.
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To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Very Reverend Archdean!

J!M!
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Our Motherhouse in Munich
April 9, 1858

Your esteemed letter of March 18 contains the distressing news that you still do not feel well. Unfortunately, our
small sign of remembrance for your beautiful jubilee celebration came too late. Due to its continued apathy, the
parish that experienced so many generous proofs of your
love and pastoral care did not even want to celebrate your
jubilee there. I can only interpret this as something allowed
by God to test your love and to enable you to earn even more
merit for eternal life. In God’s good time, the light will
surely come to these poor people and they will realize their
blindness.
You can take consolation from the fact that things are
never any better for one who zealously takes up God’s cause.
God’s love will also lighten this heavy burden and even
sweeten all the bitterness through the joyful prospect of
eternity as revealed by our faith.
May God now restore your health and keep you for a long
time for the Church and for our sisters to their great consolation! That is my most ardent wish and, among other
things, the intention of our daily prayer for you.
I am very obliged to you for your openness and friendship, which are very evident in your description of the prevailing, pernicious discrepancies.
Far from wanting to
justify myself, however, I must also express my surprise and
displeasure that you have been misled. Although the situation is certainly unique, it is also very different and I will
not and cannot entrust it to you in writing now. Sometime
later, if God allows me to come to your district again, perhaps I can discuss it with you in person.
The reverse is true. I have been working for years to remove the bad situation you mentioned, but I simply have
not succeeded in convincing the one to give up her sensual
(and for that very reason pernicious) attachment, the others to give up their obvious aversion, and both sides to strike
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the right balance and put things right again. I have always
considered it my duty to achieve this and, according to what
I know, I cannot deal with this any differently now than I
did formerly.
When it comes to school matters, the sisters of your district are dependent on Breslau. As far as religious matters
are concerned, I must bear that burden myself until further
notice. If you knew what I have heard in this regard, unfortunately, more than once, in more than one house, from
more than one sister, in the past and recently, I am certain
that you would make a far different judgment and have
mercy on me. Even if a reprimand was given now and then,
it was never without sufficient cause and always done in the
gentlest manner. Weak, imperfect human beings that we
are, we do not want to hear of it. Our understanding,
blinded by nature and subject to so much deception, pushes
aside heavenly enlightenment for which we do not pray
enough. Our mistaken wills resist every humiliation, even
if deserved, because there is too much glory and honor at
stake.
Unfortunately, true wisdom is characteristic of only a
few people, even among religious, and if I find five truly wise
virgins among ten, I joyfully praise God.
Please do not take it amiss that I speak at such length
here, even if only in general terms. (You understand what
I mean.) I do this because I cannot remain indifferent to
your opinion about the matter at hand and the affairs of the
order. Nevertheless, I hope and ask that we walk in the
same direction when guiding the children of God and exerting the best possible influence on them. Oh, how gladly I
would have tossed long ago the heavy burden that God has
laid on me to younger, stronger shoulders! I count every day
until I can do this in order to be free of the great responsibility on the one hand and, on the other hand, to be able to
do more for my poor soul than has been possible until now.
Please help me to pray for this!

One thing worries me more and more. With the expansion of the institute in Glatz, the number of sisters has doubled, but they must still leave the enclosure to go to church,
whereby they become more or less secularized. If you could
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only find a remedy so that in one of their new rooms, they
could have Holy Mass celebrated by one of the many priests
there. Oh, help us remove this stone!
Recommending all my poor sisters in your district—before God I cannot deny that I am very fond of all of them—
to your pastoral heart and to your wise direction as it was in
the beginning and trusting now that this will continue, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
2619: To Fr. Edward Müller
Berlin

Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 8, 1858
J!M!

Noble and Highly Learned Editor!27
Several copies of your church magazine 28 came to us
through the mail. Please accept the expression of our sincere gratitude! One copy contained a very interesting article about the life and work of President von Beckedorff, now
resting in God, 29 and about the institute he founded in Grünhof in Pomerania.
What a pity—as we in our poverty are wont to express
ourselves—what a pity that the good man did not live a few
years longer so that he could see the fruits of his sowing!
The new institute needed its founder a little longer so that

27. Edward Müller (1818-95) was ordained in 1843. Beginning in
1852, he served as vicar of the missions in Berlin and the surrounding diaspora area, a position he held for almost four decades. Fr. Müller promoted the Catholic press and published the Markisches Kirchenblatt (Catholic
Paper for the Brandenburg Mark) and the Bonifacius-Kalender (St. Boniface Calendar). In 1871, Fr. Müller was elected to serve in the German
Parliament and was a member of Parliament until his retirement in 1891.
28. Markisches Kirchenblatt
29. President Ludolph von Beckedorff died at the age of 79 on February 27, 1858.
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it could become stronger and now it laments having lost this
noble man so soon.
No, he is not lost, this noble philanthropist! He has
merely gone to our true homeland in order to represent the
Catholic cause and the new foundation at the throne of God
with even greater energy and with all the power of his love.
From now on, his intercession will bring divine help to the
institute. In the midst of the sufferings of this life, how consoling is the holy Catholic Church and the communion of
saints!
May your esteemed magazine, which speaks the Catholic
truth so calmly and clearly, open the eyes of many who are
blind so that they may find, follow, and walk the only true
way to happiness!
This is the hope of the one who respectfully signs herself,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of J.
General Superior
2631: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf
J!M!

Munich
June 13, 1858

Very Reverend Archdean!
With your assistance, protection, and direction, the Poor
School Sisters’ institute in Glatz has progressed so far that,
in addition to the elementary school, a secondary boarding
school for girls can be opened to the joy of all the Catholics
there. This requires an increase in the number of religious
personnel, and professed sisters are absolutely necessary for
the secondary school.
If three candidates would take the place of the three assistants in the elementary school, they could also accompany
and supervise the children on their way to church and everything would proceed in perfect order.
As you already know, the sisters have to leave their
building to attend church services because the church and
school are not connected. This was the only way it could be
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done in the beginning, but now the situation has changed, as
already mentioned, and the number of sisters must increase
proportionately. Since there are often sick sisters or boarders who should stay in the building, the sisters cannot all
leave the house at the same time. Professed sisters must
constantly walk up and down the street, something they really should not be doing.
For these reasons, I venture to ask if you would kindly
give the sisters ecclesial permission to arrange one of the
unused rooms of their house where Mass could be celebrated
and they could receive Holy Communion. To their great consolation, the sisters could also adore our dear Lord there.
The sisters would not need to have their own appointed
priest, and any suitable room may be used for this holy purpose. According to what I was told during my last visit, the
director and one of the professors 30 would be willing to take
turns celebrating Mass there because, otherwise, they say
unscheduled Masses in the parish church. Whenever necessary, the priests could help in the parish church, for example, if there are funerals during the week. If another
priest would eventually come to Glatz, it would be even easier for the above to happen.
Presenting this matter to your kind attention—its urgency speaks for itself if the institute is to continue and prosper—and applying for episcopal permission, which alone is
still lacking before the cause can be realized, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus

30. In 1597, the Jesuits opened a Catholic gymnasium and boarding
school for boys in Glatz. After the Jesuits were suppressed in 1773, the
school continued as a Catholic institution.
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2632: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Munich
June 13, 1858

J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
A thousand thanks be to God! Our journey to Munich via
Pomerania was free of incident. I hasten to express our
gratitude once again for your pastoral kindness and sincere
interest in everything that has to do with God’s work, but especially for your personal endeavors for Habelschwert. 31
Thank you for letting us use the carriage that brought us to
Glatz as if we were in flight! The sisters had no idea that we
were coming, which made for an even greater surprise.
I interviewed every sister individually and confronted all
of them together in order to address the tense situation and
remedy the ills as far as possible. Everyone affirmed that
Sister Mathilde [Petri], who is filled with the best spirit, was
unjustly accused. On the other hand, a candidate from Breslau, who was dismissed because of her scandalous behavior,
and a young sister from Breslau, who shut herself off from
the others as Vincentia did, showed complete apathy toward
the other sisters. Useless letter writing also nourished and
intensified the situation.
Therefore, I summoned Philomena [Blattner] from Breslau to Glatz to reconcile the serious misunderstandings and
to settle them as far as possible. While everyone was asleep,
the enemy tried to sow weeds among the wheat. 32
Sister Philomena gives too much credence to her young
people, who are scarcely grounded in the religious life and a
life of perfection, and then she writes, speaks, and makes
one-sided decisions without first listening to the others in
order to hear the whole story.
As it clearly turned out, the good Sister Alexia [Kloke]
might also be at fault. Unfortunately, she maintained a special relationship and correspondence with Sister Philomena,
31. In 1863, a mission was opened in Habelschwert (now Bystrzyca
Kłodzka in Poland).
32. See Matthew 13:25.
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which the latter admitted herself. It was too much for
Alexia. Although she tried with the best will to act as a mediator between the houses and the sisters, which I believe
she is capable of doing, it was precisely that endeavor which
contributed much to the general confusion and conflict of
feelings because it was done in an imprudent and unauthorized manner.
Sister Philomena promised me that she would nurture
and foster a universal holy love. May God grant her promise substance and endurance! Please help me since that is
why I am writing as I do now!
Furthermore, I impressed upon Sisters Philomena and
Mathilde that they must carry out their obligation to make
the official reports to the bishop both now and in the future.
Since their neglect stemmed from ignorance and not malice,
I trust that they will also conscientiously do this. Therefore,
I ask that you would please forgive and forget everything and
grant the poor, distressed sisters in Glatz your former charity and kindness. Then the institute, which was planted in
the district of Glatz through your kindness, will become
stronger and make the desired progress. It has already required much sacrifice and suffering on our part as well.
I again ask for your continued protection and help, as
well as your kind attention to the enclosed official letter, 33
which I wrote only after long consideration of how it could be
done and which I now respectfully submit to you. It is of essential importance if the institute wants to improve and become what the district of Glatz needs.
Finally, I would like to repeat my petition that you would
kindly conduct this year’s retreat for our sisters in Ebersdorf. Then “the winding roads shall be made straight and
the rough ways made smooth and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 34
Repeating the expression of my gratitude, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of J.
33. See Document 2631, pp. 92-93.
34. Luke 3:5-6
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2636:

To Fr. Theodore Warnatsch
Frankfurt on the Oder River

J!M!
Esteemed Reverend Pastor!

Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 19, 1858

We were greatly consoled by your letter of May 26 with
the joyful news that the authorities were satisfied with the
examinations held there. All praise to the One from whom
every good gift comes and who is pleased to choose the lowly
and despised of this world to glorify God’s name.
According to your report, through the mayor’s presence
at the examination this year, God led new knowledgeable
people and patrons to our little seedbed in Frankfurt. May
our sisters live up to God’s loving and wise intentions and let
their light shine in praise of God in whose service they have
dedicated themselves in order to win the hearts of the children to virtue and piety and to lead them to heaven. God
will give sunshine and rain at the proper time so that the
seed will flourish.
We will try to find a sister for the kitchen.
Since the parish fought against moving the church so far
away, your efforts to relocate the institute still have not
been successful. The place would have been very desirable
for the institute because a small piece of farmland could
have been included with it and the sisters would have had
an opportunity to instruct the poor children in farming.
Much vacant space is available to the Lord of the Universe,
who will also know how to provide the poor sisters with a
place that is suitable for this purpose.
You went to so much trouble to satisfy our wish for a
drawing of our house in Frankfurt! Please accept our sincerest gratitude.
We are very sorry that on our last journey, which extended from Temesvár 35 to Gorizia on the Adriatic Sea and
then via the Prussian lands to Pomerania, we went through
Frankfurt without being able to stop and visit our house and
35. Now Timişoara in Romania
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sisters there. Our railroad tickets were mistakenly bought
for Berlin and it was no longer possible for us to take the next
train. To our regret, our hearts’ desire remained unsatisfied.
Our confessor [Matthias Siegert] is always happy to hear
from you and graciously returns your remembrance with an
expression of his gratitude and best wishes.
Requesting your continued pastoral benevolence and
care for the sisters in your parish and that you would include them, as well as the entire order, in your prayers and
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, I remain gratefully and respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2638: To Baron von Beckedorff
Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 21, 1858
J!M!

Noble Baron! 36
Having returned from our long continuous journey, I
consider it my duty to express my deep gratitude for your
gracious hospitality, for the kindness that you and your
noble sisters showed us in Grünhof, for the carriage, and for
all the goodness of heart bestowed on our sisters up to now.
Our merciful and gracious God will reward your noble
family a thousandfold both here and in eternity for everything that you are doing to further the growth of the
Catholic faith. Do not grow tired; no one pays higher interest on this kind of investment than the infinitely kind and
abundant God, a truth that has already been confirmed in
everyone who does this kind of work.
May the new church-related institute for neglected children flourish for the glory of God and the salvation of those
36. After President Ludolph von Beckedorff’s death on February 27,
1858, Mother Theresa corresponded with his two sons, one who was a senior civil servant living in Stettin (now Szezecin in Poland) and the other a
head of a company in Greifswald, as well as with his daughter, Baroness
Louise von Beckedorff from Grünhof.
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entrusted to it! May this also bring you great joy and consolation!
We were very sorry that we did not have the opportunity
to meet and speak with your distinguished brother, the senior civil servant, or with Fr. [Edward] Müller, the vicar of
the missions. 37
May I ask you to give our best regards to your wife and
to your sisters.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2660: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
J!M!

Munich
August 4, 1858

The novices, M. Benedicta [Joppich], Pulcheria [Caffier],
Scholastica [Menne], Pancratia [Rösler], Monica [Teichgräber], Albertina [Weiser], Lucia [Oestreich], Lioba [Ciré],
Blanda [Mollenhauer], and Eulalia [Schimpke], have completed their uninterrupted year of probation in accordance
with the precepts of the Council of Trent. According to the
report written by Venerable Sister M. Philomena [Blattner],
superior at Breslau, during their year of novitiate they gave
evidence of their zeal and willingness to correct their faults,
to control their innate tendencies, and to acquire the perfection demanded by religious life. Of their own free will,
they also asked to profess their vows.
Trusting in God’s grace and their honest promise, by
virtue of the right granted me as general superior, and provided that these novices receive episcopal permission, I
grant permission for all the novices listed above to profess
their vows for seven years. 38

37. See Footnote 27, p. 96.
38. In accordance with the rule that was before the Holy See for approbation, first vows were professed for seven years.
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At the same time, I take it for granted that all these
novices will do this with the pure and holy intention of attaining perfection by following Jesus for the honor of God and of
the order, as well as for their own salvation and that of others.
I also assume that they will take this significant and decisive
step for time and eternity in a manner that is pleasing to God.
Given at the Central Motherhouse in Munich
August 4, 1858
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
2697: To Landgravine Charlotte von Fürstenberg
Kunzendorf
J!M!

Munich
September 2, 1858

Your Excellency! Noble Landgravine! 39
As the dean from Ebersdorf 40 and the parish administrator from Kunzendorf 41 have kindly informed me, you
placed the gift of 9,000 florin 42 on the Altar of the Lord and
set aside a building for the foundation of a mission institute
of our order in Kunzendorf. You intend to separate the girls
from the boys and, with women religious as teachers, to provide an education appropriate for young girls.
Although the magnitude of this good deed may not be
recognized now, trusting in God, I am certain that this will
change after the sisters begin their work and the girls become lovingly attached to them. The good sisters left the
world and renounced everything in order to live according to
their vocation with undivided hearts and solely for God.

39. Charlotte von Fürstenberg (née Schlabrendorff) was the spouse of
a landgrave, that is, a nobleman with jurisdiction over large tracts of territory.
40. Fr. Anton Ludwig
41. Fr. Ernest Münnich was the parish administrator in Kunzendorf
(now Trzebieszowice in Southern Poland).
42. $3,600 in American currency at the time
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This work is probably one of the most beautiful memorials that you have established. It is being done for the glory
of God and the salvation of the children’s immortal souls.
Since you are doing this work out of love for God, it will also
be rewarded in heaven. May God bless you and grant you
the joy and consolation of seeing the planting grow and
flourish under God’s protection and blessing before you
enter into your heavenly homeland! 43
What great joy this new work will give the dean in Ebersdorf! It will also help him forget his struggle with the sorrow
and worry caused by the lack of means for his institute.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2698: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Munich
September 2, 1858

J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
What joy and consolation your esteemed letter of August
22 brought me!
For your information, I am enclosing my response. If
you consider it appropriate, please pass it on to the address
given. 44
With regard to having abundant means, how easy it was
there 45—how hard it is for you and your institute! Never-

43. Countess von Fürstenberg was 72 at the time and in rather poor
health.
44. See Document 2699, pp. 102-103.
45. According to Fr. Ernst Münnich’s letter to Mother Theresa on July
19, 1858, upon her arrival in Kunzendorf, the landgravine immediately
offered her gift of 9,000 florin ($3,600) to the pastor so that the school for
girls could be transferred to the School Sisters and the town would be released from any burden for this school. (Autograph, Munich) 17663
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theless, I cannot really be sad about this because you will
earn a greater reward in heaven.
Thank you very much for your wise suggestion that the
sisters destined for Kunzendorf come to Ebersdorf first in
order to observe the school there. I see in this your pastoral
concern and interest in our weal and woe!
We will do what we can to help with the payment for the
new acquisition in Ebersdorf. 46 All of a sudden, it became
possible for us to help and I have already given instructions
to that effect. With your approval, however, we will have
the property mortgaged, which will have many advantages.
I do not know if I can give another sister to the growing
institute in Ebersdorf because it is absolutely necessary that
a third sister be sent to Glatz. It is hardly necessary to reassure you that I will make every effort and do whatever
possible with regard to Ebersdorf as well.
It gives me great consolation that you are pastorally concerned about the poor sisters in Glatz having Holy Mass
and, as your letter indicates, that you are working toward
this end. In advance, I recommend to your care in more
than one respect the sisters who will soon be sent to Glatz—
if no obstacles intervene.
Thank you very much for conducting the retreat! 47 God
will reward everything! How sorry I am that Sister N. N. left
Ebersdorf so hastily after I reprimanded her so earnestly
in spring for her behavior last year. How great God's forbearance must be for us poor humans!
Please do not grow weary in your charity and patience!
Requesting your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

46. According to Fr. Ludwig’s letter to Mother Theresa on August 22,
1858, “with hardly any money” he purchased a farm with 40 acres (16 ha)
for the orphanage in Ebersdorf. (Autograph: Munich) 17665
47. See Document 2632, pp. 94-95.
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2699: To Fr. Ernest Münnich
Kunzendorf

Munich
September 2, 1858

J!M!
Reverend Pastor!
May this serve as a response to your esteemed letter of
August 22 (received August 24).
Your letter and the accompanying letter from the dean 48
arrived just before my departure. I hasten now to express
my joy and vital interest in the successful endeavor as well
as my gratitude for the realization of God’s work, namely,
that a mission of our order will be founded in Kunzendorf.
The very opposition raised against it by the world proves
that the work is of God. 49 When something good is to come
into being, opposition is never lacking. In fact, there must
be opposition because, if a tree is to strike deep roots, it must
be jolted and joggled.
If the Poor School Sisters faithfully serve God and fulfill
their duties, God will be with them and the people will soon
be in a better frame of mind, especially since it will not cost
them anything and everyone will gain from it.
The gracious landgravine 50 placed such a generous sacrifice on the altar and provided so well for the sisters who
are coming. The designated place appears to be completely
suitable. We have also been assured that sisters will be sent
from Breslau to Kunzendorf to take charge of the school for
girls there. These sisters will adapt to the local circumstances in Kunzendorf as they do everywhere else, that is,
classes will be conducted only in the morning (solely for the
sake of the school, difficult as this will be for the sisters).

48. Fr. Anton Ludwig
49. According to the Chronological Sketches for the year 1858, the
people in Kunzendorf were afraid that the children would have to attend
school morning and afternoon and learn too much, whereas formerly they
were allowed to attend school only for half days and work at home the rest
of the time.
50. Landgravine Charlotte von Fürstenberg
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Therefore, the only thing needed is God’s blessing so that
the institute will flourish and give joy to the Lord as well as
consolation to everyone of good will.
May I make a suggestion with regard to the building?
Could the room above the laundry be arranged for a servant
rather than for an infirmary? The steam and resulting humidity from the laundry would certainly be unsuitable when
one is ill. It would be sufficient if one of the little rooms
under the roof would be used for an infirmary. I will keep
the little plan because you will hardly need it now, but if you
do need it, it will be forwarded immediately.
Thanking you for your noble and very successful endeavor, recommending the entire institute and the sisters
coming to Kunzendorf to your benevolence, and united in
prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2745: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf
J!M!

Motherhouse
November 3, 1858

Very Reverend Archdean!
With a joyous heart, Sister Mathilde [Petri] sent your
pastoral letter to us at the motherhouse and our happiness
over its contents is no less than hers. Praised be God who
has mercifully looked down upon the longing prayer of his
poor brides! Through your tireless and truly pastoral care
and support, God has granted them the grace of the Blessed
Sacrament dwelling under the same roof with them, of the
celebration of the Holy Sacrifice in their chapel, and of the
opportunity to receive the holy sacraments there. For a long
time, they sighed for this very great favor and, without a
doubt, often painfully missed it. Therefore, we can imagine
their joy in knowing that the dear Lord is now in their midst,
as well as their happiness in being able to make visits day
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and night in order to adore God and present their petitions.
Surely their zeal will be rekindled and their duties fulfilled
even more conscientiously. Grace will pour forth from the
holy tabernacle upon the entire institute and especially
upon the sisters and the children.
Repeating and joining my gratitude with that of the sisters, which they will bring in prayer for you before the same
God, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2933: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf
J!M!

Munich
July 20, 1859

Very Reverend Archdean!
We did our utmost to fulfill our ardent desire to give the
best possible help to our mission in Glatz. Since we still
have not succeeded, we find it necessary to make a change
in personnel. Sisters Mathilde [Petri] and Ludgera [Suing]
will leave Glatz. 51 The local superior in Breslau, Sister
Philomena [Blattner], will see to it that other personnel are
sent to Glatz. May our merciful God grant us grace to further the glory of God’s name and the salvation of souls!
Having submitted this information, I urgently recommend once again our entire order and our suffering house
in Glatz in particular to your pastoral care and fervent
prayer.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

51. Sister M. Mathilde Petri was sent to Friestadt in Upper Austria
and Sister M. Ludgera Suing returned to the motherhouse in Munich.
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2939: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
J!M!
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Munich
July 30, 1859

Novices M. Pulcheria [Caffier], 52 Dominica [Prause],
Martha [Scholz], Bernarda [Hübner], Magdalena [Handwerk], Ludmilla [Jung], and Armella [Casper] have completed without interruption their canonical year of novitiate.
According to the testimony of their superiors, all of these
novices prepared themselves during their novitiate for their
future vocation as Poor School Sisters by zealously striving
for perfection.
These novices have withstood the test and promise to become suitable members of the order. Of their own free will,
they have asked to profess the holy vows. From my point of
view as general superior, therefore, and by virtue of the
power invested in me by my office, I grant permission for
these novices to be admitted to the profession of vows for
seven years. They must first receive episcopal permission,
however, and they may not knowingly conceal any of the
points, which, according to our holy rule, would constitute
an impediment to their being accepted.
Given in our Central Motherhouse in Munich
July 30, 1859
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

52. According to her obituary, Sister M. Pulcheria was required to
wait until she had reached the legal age of 21 before professing her vows.
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3109:

To a City Councilor
Landskron in Austrian Silesia

Honorable City Councilor!

J!M!

Munich
September 2, 1860

Your esteemed letter of August 6 (received August 9) arrived during our annual retreat, which was followed by the
reception and profession celebrations in which more than
100 young women consecrated themselves to God. Now I
hasten to respond as well as possible.
Relying on your kindness, I would like to ask the following questions so that we will be able to comply with your
wishes. In order to make any comments and to suggest
practical changes prior to building instead of having to do
things over again later at double expense, we would need:
a. A plan that also shows the location, usually with a
scale of 1:500, as well as an indication of the cardinal points
that are not evident on the plan you sent.
b. A sketch of the actual building site, including its size.
c. Will the school for boys and living quarters for their
teachers be located in this new building?
d. Will the sisters and the school for girls be housed in
this new building or will the “old school” noted in the
sketch—together with the yellow section that is right next to
the old school and outside the projected terrain of the new
building—remain a school? Will it house the sisters? Will
there be a connection between all these and the new building?
Only after you have answered these points will I be
able—as stated—to draft an exact plan of the buildings and
location and return the sketch with my comments. Therefore, what you kindly sent here will follow later.
The devout zeal for the good cause radiating from the
content of your letter gives me hope that my request will not
be in vain and that the goal will be reached.
There would be no objection on our part if only four teach-
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ing sisters would go to Landskron 53 at the beginning.
You are also of the opinion that the cause will develop in
time because we are counting on God’s grace and because
the sisters who come will commit all their time and energy
to educating the little ones in both knowledge and virtue and
thus bring joy to God and their parents.
In Upper Austria and Hungary where we have established missions for the purpose of taking charge of schools
for girls, the proposed work went through the diocese first
and then to the imperial and royal government. 54
Respectfully submitted,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters,
I take the liberty of sending a copy of this year’s directory
of our religious institute. Due to customs, it will follow in a
separate package.

53. Now Lanškroun in the Czech Republic
54. Landskron was located in the Austrian Empire and in the diocese
of Königgrätz (now Hradec Králové in the Czech Republic). Sisters were
never sent to Landskron.
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3220: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau

Munich
January 1861

J!M!
Dear Sister Philomena!
My immediate response to your inquiry regarding our
institute in Grünhof is as follows:
Since we left other places unattended in order to come to
the help of the Catholic children of that area, I think that by
what we have done, 1 we have already proven how deeply
concerned we were about this institute. We showed our interest by conducting the institute without any guaranteed
income but solely with our trust in God. Ever since the institute opened, the sisters have had to ask for every single
item and had to cover all expenses—contrary to all religious
practice and principles. They have made sacrifices known to
God alone.
As we already said when we took over the institute, we do
not intend to dismiss the boys but only to separate them from
the girls. This will result in more effective religious and
moral formation, which has been our experience in our other
houses. Nor do we intend to rid ourselves of burdensome
work. As the Holy See itself directly stated—regardless of
the reasons we presented—it is a fundamental principle of
the Church that the teaching and character formation of boys
may not be entrusted to orders of women religious.
Apart from the fact that we could never agree to apply
for something contrary to the clear and obvious fundamental principle of the Holy See, an application for such a dispensation would be futile. The results would not be any

1.

See Document 2416, pp. 83-84.
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more favorable than what our holy rule allows—we may accept only girls for teaching and character formation.
This
is only natural and, if the boys were separated from the
girls, the institute would not suffer a setback but would benefit from further improvement instead.
The noble family at Grünhof has a chaplain in the castle
who has little to do besides saying daily Mass and perhaps
giving a Sunday sermon. A zealous priest could work there
like a missionary and would rejoice greatly in God if he could
take charge of the poor unfortunate Catholic boys’ education
and training, while another man, for whom there would be
enough work in the house anyway, could supervise the boys
the rest of the day and during the night. Surely it is possible to find such a priest, whereby the needs of both the noble
family and the institute would be met and the boys would
not have to be dismissed. The priest would direct the teaching and character formation of the boys, but the sisters
would take care of the household and strive to educate the
girls so that, with God’s grace, a better generation would
arise through them.
It would be too expensive to employ a separate teacher
for the boys and, due to the small number of children, 2 he
would not have enough to do. At the same time, our sisters,
besides teaching the elementary and needlework classes to
the girls, would be left with household responsibilities for
both sections. As we already stated, we are not shrinking
back from this great amount of work, but the good sisters
are completely worn out there.
Praise and thanks be to God who has also blessed the
sisters’ endeavors, as the royal senior civil servant also acknowledged. 3 All of us seek only to glorify God and to foster
2. According to Baron von Beckedorff’s letter to Prince Bishop
Förster written on January 8, 1861, there were approximately 15 girls and
15 boys in the institute in Grünhof. He interpreted “separating the boys
from the girls” as dismissing the boys, which he felt would mean their sure
conversion to Protestantism. (Typescript, Munich) 17630
3. In the same letter, Baron von Beckedorff stated: “It was only the
loving, motherly care, which the Poor School Sisters gave the children at
great sacrifice to themselves, and the truly childlike love and affection,
which the children showed to those who trained and cared for them, that
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the well-being of the children. Therefore, we can be sure
that God will continue to bless this work if our suggestion,
which is certain to be more acceptable, were followed. 4
If we act contrary to the Holy See, however, we have reason to fear that God’s blessing will be withdrawn from the
institute. Wanting to do everything, neither the girls nor
the boys would be properly cared for and in the end, only
half as much would be achieved.
My only requests are that the sisters be allotted a definite sum for each child and that completely separate living
quarters be arranged for the boys, as morality demands.
If our requests cannot be met for reasons unknown to
me, it will be very painful for us, but we cannot change the
situation. In the conscientious fulfillment of our duty, we
will have to give up the institute and make room for someone else to conduct it.
These are my guiding principles on this topic and I express them openly so that you will be able to make use of
them as you wish.
Praised be Jesus Christ!
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior

gradually overcame the parents’ prejudice.” (Typescript, Munich) 17630
4. In the same letter, the baron also wrote that his family was unable to finance a teacher for the boys. He asked the prince bishop if he
would apply to the Holy See for a dispensation from the rule regarding the
teaching of boys, but acknowledged that this dispensation would probably
not be granted. Finally, he suggested that another teaching order be
brought into the diocese to conduct the institute in Grünhof. (Typescript,
Munich) 17630
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3255: To Baron von Beckedorff
Stettin in Pomerania
J!M!

Munich
May 12, 1861

Royal Senior Civil Servant! Noble Baron! 5
While your kind letter of May 6 was on its way here, it
probably crossed the one written to you by my companion
sister, the superior of the motherhouse in Breslau. 6 Therefore, you have already been informed of our mutual thinking. 7
Before this decision was made, I did what I could in the
matter. I made those suggestions that I considered before
God good and necessary for the institute if the School Sisters
would continue to conduct it. 8 You did not find any of these
suggestions acceptable, however, and I took this as a clear
sign that the sisters should be withdrawn and, under the
prevailing circumstances, must be withdrawn.
Although God has already opened another field of labor
for them, they will leave Grünhof only at the beginning of
July because you did not think you would be able to obtain
religious from another order by Pentecost. However, we
cannot keep the two sisters there any longer than July. In
their rundown state of health, it is absolutely necessary that
they have a short time to recuperate before they enter their
new positions.

5. Baron von Beckedorff was a senior civil servant in Stettin (now
Szczecin in northwestern Poland). His given name could not be determined.
6. Sister M. Philomena Blattner
7. In May 1861, Sister M. Philomena responded to Baron von
Beckedorff’s letter of April 6, 1861, and explained that Mother Theresa did
not intend the dismissal of the boys from the institute in Grünhof but rather that they be housed in another building and taught by a male teacher. Since the baron had already taken steps to find another order to conduct the institute, Sister M. Philomena announced that the sisters would
be withdrawn by Pentecost or the beginning of July at the latest. (Transcript, Munich) 17635
8. See Document 3220, pp. 109-111.
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What reassures me in this whole situation is that we remained true to our promise to your father of blessed memory 9 and even now have not acted contrary to it. We must
submit to the will of God expressed in the Holy See’s decision. For these reasons, we leave Grünhof as calmly and
peacefully as when we went there.
Expressing my deep gratitude for the trust you have
given us and the charity that the noble family in Grünhof
and you in particular have provided us, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3264: To Baroness Louise von Beckedorff
Grünhof in Pomerania

Munich
June 16, 1861

J!M!
Dear Baroness!
You kindly wrote to me because of our recent negotiations with regard to Grünhof. Unfortunately, your letter, as
well as that of your noble brother, lay here unanswered during my absence.
If God allowed the works and endeavors of the sisters to
flourish up to now, we are grateful for, “unless the Lord
builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” 10 May
God bless the institute so that the seed that the sisters have
sown will bear good fruit!
As you know, we followed God’s call to Grünhof with joyful willingness. The sisters worked to the best of their ability for the honor of God and the salvation of souls but, under
the current prevailing circumstances, they can do nothing
other than leave this part of the vineyard of the Lord. We
see this as a sign from God to leave the work we began to
other hands for its continued growth.

9. President Ludolph von Beckedorff
10. Psalm 127:1
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Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude for all
the proofs of your benevolence that we received.
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] thanks you for
your kind remembrance and extends his best regards.
Sister Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann] has been absent from our motherhouse for some time and is now in Illyria, 11 but we will give her your greetings.
United in prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3265: To Baron von Beckedorff
Stettin in Pomerania
J!M!

Munich
June 16, 1861

Noble Baron! Royal Senior Civil Servant!
Unfortunately, your esteemed letter of May 24 remained
unanswered during my absence from our motherhouse.
Now that I have returned, it is my honor to hasten to respond.
I know the worthy intention with which the baron of
blessed memory 12 called this institute into being and which
his entire family, so dear to me, has continued until now. I
know what great sacrifices were necessary in order to raise
the institute to its current level. I understand from your repeated letters how concerned you are about keeping the entire institute, including the boys, for the children’s
protection and salvation. I can feel how very painful it
would be if this little branch were taken from your hands
and allowed to fall and perish.

11. At the time this letter was written, Sister Margaret of Cortona
was at the mission in Gorizia, which is close to the Adriatic Sea. This part
of the Austrian Empire was sometimes referred to as Illyria, an ancient
name for the area.
12. President Ludolph von Beckedorff

1861—1865

115

I recognize all of this, take a great interest in it, and admire your zeal for souls, the most holy and praiseworthy of
all human works which, with the help of God, overcomes
everything. I certainly acknowledge such sacrifice, but in
my poverty, I am unable to make any other suggestions—to
say nothing of remedying the great need—if a priest is not
sufficiently animated by holy zeal to practice this work of
charity for the boys at the same time that he is dedicating
his pastoral service primarily to the noble family. Another
employee could work with the boys in the house, fields, and
garden. The sisters, on their part, could take care of the
household duties with regard to food, clothing, and living
quarters.
I also think that if we did anything contrary to the Holy
See’s expressed will and decree, we would not enjoy God’s
favor or blessing. This statement by the Holy See applies to
all orders of women religious and demands unconditionally—I must repeat—the separation of the boys and girls in
order to preserve morality.
For this reason, it would be highly desirable if a men’s
order would come and take the boys’ cause in hand. May
God grant it! As long as this is not the case, however, only
apostolic-minded priests or perhaps worthy teachers filled
with the same spirit can help remedy the situation.
I assure you that I am just as sorry as you are that, in
my powerlessness, I cannot help or even find another solution. All else must be left to the almighty and merciful God
and to you. Perhaps God has already helped in the meantime.
The only thing I can do is to allow the sisters to remain
in Grünhof until the end of July. As already stated, when I
received the notice of your express decision to transfer the
institute in Grünhof to someone else, I accepted another application from a place where the spiritual need is similar
and now I must send these same sisters there. We will pray
that God will help us out of this difficulty!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
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3270: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
J!M!

Munich
July 28, 1861

The postulants, Caroline Blaschke, Marie Herden, Anna
George, Pauline Kindler, Ernestine Kühn, Mathilde Kromp,
Hedwig Lang, and Constance Mihm, have completed their
time of probation in the candidature at our motherhouse in
Breslau to the satisfaction of their superiors. Their vocation has been tested to the extent possible up to now and
they have been instructed in what the vocation of a Poor
School Sister entails. They have also been introduced to the
exercises of piety in accordance with their age and powers of
comprehension.
The first seven postulants have been trained for teaching
and have passed the required examination, while the last
postulant named has been instructed in household services.
They have requested reception freely and of their own accord. Therefore, if episcopal approval has been obtained and
by virtue of the power invested in me as general superior, I
grant them permission to receive the holy habit. I hope that
they will have a very holy novitiate and reach their goal.
Central Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, July 28, 1861
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
3271: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
J!M!

Munich
July 28, 1861

At our motherhouse in Breslau, Novices M. Henrica
[Henschel], M. Xaveria [Boden], M. Edmunda [Henschel],
M. Michaela [Beck], M. Bonifacia [Claus], M. Mechtildis
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[Laufer], M. Christophora [Wolf], and M. Zita [Schimpke]
have completed their uninterrupted year of novitiate according to the precepts of our holy rule.
After these novices gave evidence of their religious vocation in the candidature, they were initiated into religious
life during their novitiate. According to the testimony of
their superiors, they zealously strove for perfection and they
are prepared for their future vocation. With God’s grace,
they promise to become useful laborers in the Lord’s vineyard.
Of their own accord, they also respectfully presented to
the generalate their petition to profess the holy vows.
If episcopal approval has been obtained, by virtue of the
authority invested in me as general superior, I admit them
to the profession of vows for seven years. This is with the express condition, however, that the novices do not knowingly
conceal any of the points, which, according to our holy rule,
are an impediment to acceptance and would invalidate their
vows. They will confirm this by their own signatures.
Central Motherhouse
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
Munich, July 28, 1861

Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

3273: To Baron von Beckedorff
Stettin in Pomerania
J!M!

Munich
August 8, 1861

Royal Senior Civil Servant! Noble Baron!
Due to my long and repeated absences from Munich,
your esteemed letter regarding the Grünhof institute unfortunately remained unanswered until now. In the meantime, a second letter arrived from the captain and head of
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the company, 13 bringing us the news that the sisters have
been withdrawn from Grünhof.
Before I can give a definite response, it is imperative that
I gather more information first. In order to reassure you, it
must be mentioned that we do not wish to assume responsibility for the foundation. Much less do we want a priest employed solely in the service of the institute in Grünhof. I will
add further details later. In the meantime, I wanted to write
these points to you and ask that you graciously relay them to
the captain because I do not have time to do so now.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3280: To Baron von Beckedorff
Stettin in Pomerania
J!M!

Munich
August 30, 1861

Noble Baron! Royal Senior Civil Servant!
We have just received the first reliable news through Fr.
[Edward] Müller, the vicar, that other religious have agreed
to conduct the institute in Grünhof as of August 20. 14 Surely
they are there by now.
Thanks be to God that you have been saved very unexpectedly from an embarrassing situation! 15

13. Baron von Beckedorff’s brother, whose given name has not been
determined, lived in Greifswald (now on the Baltic Sea in northeastern
Germany).
14. In a letter of August 27, 1861, Fr. Müller stated that after he
wrote to the provost in Berlin about the situation in Grünhof, the provost
appealed to Prince Bishop Förster for help. Six days later, the Sisters of
Charity of St. Charles Borromeo from Neisse (now Nysa in Poland) promised to send sisters to the institute. The first sisters left for Grünhof on
August 20. (Autograph, Munich) 17638 a
15. There was great concern on the part of the von Beckedorff family
that, if the sisters would leave, the institute on their property would have
to be closed.
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There is nothing more for me to add except that I recommend the cause to God.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3282: To Fr. Edward Müller
Berlin

Munich
August 30, 1861

J!M!
Very Reverend Father,
Your esteemed letter brought me the first reliable news
that another religious community is now caring for the institute in Grünhof. Thanks be to God if good is fostered and
the reign of God extends more and more! We went as far as
we could and did as much as we could.
But enough of this! The matter is now settled and all
else has been commended to God. I have already written to
Baron von Beckedorff. 16
Thank you for kindly sending us the brochure describing the contemporary and genuinely Catholic St. Peter’s Society. We also have a similar society for collecting the
Peter’s Pence. 17
How we would have rejoiced in the Lord if you could
have come to Munich for the Catholic General Assembly 18
16. See Documents 3273 and 3280, pp. 117-119.
17. Peter’s Pence originated toward the end of the eighth century
when Anglo-Saxons began sending an annual contribution, the Denarius
Sancti Petri, to the Holy Father in Rome. The practice spread throughout
Europe and underwent many changes in the course of centuries. Today,
an annual collection is taken up throughout the Catholic world and the
proceeds are used for the pope’s charitable initiatives.
18. The annual Catholic General Assembly was held in Munich, September 9-12, 1861. Led by prominent laypersons, the assembly was attended by members of Catholic associations in German-speaking countries. In his letter of August 27, 1861, Fr. Müller told Mother Theresa
that since he was supported by the Louis Mission Society, he would have
gladly come, but his missionary work and writings prevented him from
doing so. (Transcript, Munich) 17638 a
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and stayed at our convent. If you come this way again, you
are most welcome here.
Could you please see to it that the simple enclosure
reaches its destination.
Requesting a remembrance in your prayer and your continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of J.
3298: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Munich
November 24, 1861

J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
Having returned to our dear motherhouse after our long
journey through Illyria and the Banat, 19 I found the letters
from my sisters with the news that after removing all obstacles, you dedicated the sisters’ chapel as the Lord’s
dwelling place and enthroned the dear Savior in the Blessed
Sacrament. 20 What a joy for the good sisters! What a consolation for my poor heart!
May your great love for God’ work, for God’s glory, and
for the salvation of immortal souls be blessed! May the Divine Savior be adored there day and night for all time! May
all who come there be enlightened, consoled, strengthened,
and revived through Divine Love and then leave, praising
God and becoming a source of blessing, especially for the
children so that they will walk in holiness before God like
the angels of heaven!

19. The Banat is the name given the region in Europe that now extends across western Romania, southern Hungary, and northern Serbia.
Mother Theresa was in Temesvár for the reception and profession ceremonies that were held there.
20. According to the Chronological Sketches for the year 1861, Fr.
Ludwig dedicated the convent chapel at the mission in Ebersdorf on November 21, 1861.
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This is also the fortieth anniversary of your ordination to
the priesthood—a long, arduous, painful period, but also a
meritorious, sacred time—longer than our dear Lord lived
on earth! Would to God that I could plead for another 40
years in your life for the glory of God and as a blessing for
our sisters and for all the faithful! We pray that the will of
God be done in and through us—both here and there! What
happiness there will be when we meet again in heaven, not
only for 40 years but forever!
In all the places where we were, the mood was disheartening. What is yet to come? 21 In any case, it is a great consolation that God rules the world and that Christ, the Lord,
leads the Church. Come what may, since we love God,
everything will turn out for the best.
Recommending the sisters to your continued benevolence and all of us to your prayer, I cannot deny that I look
forward to the time when I will have the honor of seeing you
once again and speaking with you.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3527: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf
Munich
March 27, 1863
J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
Your kind letter of November 6, 1862, together with the
enclosed documents, arrived here. I ask your forgiveness
that, trusting in the kindness of your heart, I did not respond earlier. Thank you for the many labors and sacrifices,
which the establishment of this work of God cost you.
Only one of the conditions with regard to the institute
for neglected children gives me concern for the future: that
is, that the foundation receives what remains from the tui21. In Central Europe, the Catholic Church experienced growth and
recognition during the 1850s but by the beginning of the 1860s, it faced a
growing spirit of nationalism, liberalism, secularism, and socialism. These
movements resulted in increasing hostility toward the Church.
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tion paid by the well-to-do boarders. Everywhere else,
whatever is left after expenses are paid goes to the sisters
and this income would be even more necessary in Ebersdorf.
Besides the sisters’ living expenses and the extra expenses
that accrue in case of illness, changes in personnel also require money for travel. These expenses simply cannot be
covered with 48 thalers. 22
Would it be possible for you, as the founder, to add one
more point to the foundation document under the heading,
Orphanage? This can always be done during your lifetime
and then it will have binding force. Could you add: “that the
sisters be considered first because they need this income to
cover constantly increasing expenses for food, travel, and
cases of illness.” This could be expressed in your own words
in whatever way you might wish.
I do not think you need to send the foundation document
to the respective authorities again. If you send them an appendix with this point, it should be sufficient.
In closing, I would like to add my heartfelt wish that you,
the noble founder of this Catholic charitable institution,
would have many more years to harvest the fruit of your
sowing and, after your work is finished, to receive your reward from the Heavenly Steward.
Please give us the alms of your prayers as well!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

22. In his letter of November 6, 1862, Fr. Ludwig stated that the orphanage did not have a secure endowment and, for its support, it depended on Divine Providence, as well as any income from the boarding school.
He felt that it would be sufficient for the sisters to have their living quarters in the orphanage and also obtain their food there. They would each
be given four thalers monthly, which would come to an annual stipend of
approximately $32 in American currency at the time. Fr. Ludwig also
stated that he was willing to accept other arrangements based on the sisters’ previous experience in other orphanages. See Copia Publica, 465765.

1861—1865

3549: To Fr. Laurentius Marks
Breslau
J!M!
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Munich
April 1863

Very Reverend Seminary Director!
According to the news from our sisters at the orphanage
Ad Matrem Dolorosam in Breslau, you have resigned your
position there because of your promotion to the new office
that you now hold. 23
We are all very sorry to lose you but we cannot and do
not want to prevent your promotion to a new office. We wish
you God’s grace and blessing.
On this occasion, we are also obliged to express our deep gratitude for the pastoral care that you have shown the Poor
School Sisters in Breslau ever since they took charge of the
orphanage. We are grateful for your patience in bearing
with their faults and weaknesses and for your kindness in
leading them again and again to Jesus the Good Shepherd.
Thank you for showering them with good deeds and for your
spirit of sacrifice in offering to take charge of the pedagogical education of our candidates.
May we ask that in your new office you would not forget
the Poor School Sisters but remember them in your prayer
before God.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior

23. See Footnote 37, p. 14. Fr. Marks was appointed director of the
Catholic Royal Teacher-Training Seminar in Breslau.
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3674: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Munich
May 31, 1864

J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
In answer to your very kind letter of May 17, I wish to
reply that, although I personally long to visit our houses in
Prussia again, I cannot make a definite statement as to
whether it will be possible this year because my visitation
journeys were delayed for so long. If it is God's will, it will
be arranged and I am ready to follow the call.
Sister Philomena [Blattner] may have been prompted to
transfer Sister Irmina [Brünning] to Ebersdorf because the
candidate was not sufficient help for Sister Alexia [Kloke].
Candidates are changed often because they are nearing
their goal24 and Sister Irmina shows absolute confidence in
both you and Sister Alexia. Although Sister Irmina is somewhat anxious, which makes it difficult for the confessor in
this regard, she strives to lead a good religious life. She was
always exceptionally devoted to the original motherhouse
here, which assures me that she will feel at home in Ebersdorf as well.
Sister Irmina will be competent in school and this will be
good because then the class can be divided into two groups.
The burden is too heavy for Sister Alexia who has so much
to do in the school and in the convent. She cannot give herself as completely as she would like to both teaching and her
other duties. According to reports we received, Sister
Irmina always gave complete satisfaction to the school authorities in Glatz.
This is how matters stand now and these are the reasons
as I understand them. I wanted to explain them very
openly. I also want to add that Sister Irmina is musical,
which could only make her presence there more desirable
because of the chapel.
I do not think you have to be worried about accepting
Sister Irmina. As the superior, Sister Alexia needs to have
24. Reception into the novitiate
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an assistant who will support her in the responsible duties of
her office. I can imagine no possible cause of friction between the two sisters except that perhaps Sister Irmina is
too anxious about striving to live as a perfect religious.
Since she wants everything around her arranged accordingly, there may be some obstacle that cannot be removed
immediately.
I will give Sister Philomena instructions to wait before
carrying out her plans. Perhaps some other solution for providing help may still be found. 25
Closing with the expression of my deep gratitude for the
loving kindness shown to the sisters, recommending them
to your continued pastoral care, and wishing you health and
blessing on the feast of St. Anthony, I remain respectfully
yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3809: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
J!M!

February 18, 1865

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
As soon as we left Breslau, I wanted to inform you about
our negotiations with Stephanie [Fischer], namely, that she
admitted certain things, but repeatedly insisted that she
had nothing but good intentions and that she wanted to pull
herself together again. I also wanted to wait a little longer
to see if she would keep her word and to observe how she
would really behave. After our departure from Breslau, Sister Philomena [Blattner] sent her to Fraustadt on the Polish
border. 26 In the meantime, God allowed our house in Bres-

25. According to the directories and her obituary, Sister Irmina was
sent to Oppeln instead of to Ebersdorf.
26. Now Wschowa in Poland, Fraustadt was located on the border between Poland and Prussia until the late eighteenth century when the entire area that had been Poland was partitioned between Russia, Prussia,
and Austria. A mission was opened in Fraustadt in 1862.
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lau to be afflicted with typhus and the matter rested for a
while. Sister Philomena will give you more details about
how things were in Fraustadt after that. I will limit myself
to saying that, in her last letter to me, Stephanie announced
that she would immediately contact her relatives and
friends who were acquainted with her unique characteristics and get their advice as to whether she should serve God
directly by entering another order.
With that information, my last ray of hope died that
Stephanie would come to her senses and adjust to Prussia
where she urgently insisted on going after her position and
work in Bavaria became intolerable. Therefore, I gave the
superior of our motherhouse in Breslau the obedience to dismiss her in God's name, but only after contacting you and
properly informing you about the situation.
In this delicate and unpleasant situation, please do not
be offended by my long silence and kindly help the distressed Sister Philomena with your gracious word and deed.
Please let me know if you see another solution that we could
pursue. I am willing to do whatever is in our power. May
God's most holy will be done!
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3849: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
J!M!

Munich
April 6, 1865

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
As you know, the Poor School Sisters obtained the approbation of their holy rule from the Holy See in 1859 and
were instructed to apply for its final approbation after six
years.
These six years are now coming to an end and we are
preparing our petition to the Holy See for this favor. Therefore, we are requesting testimonials from the bishops in
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whose dioceses School Sisters have missions and conduct
schools for girls. We turn to you now with our request that
you would write in Latin an episcopal testimonial regarding
the Poor School Sisters’ work and way of life, which has been
shaped by the rule mentioned above. However, if there is a
need, please send us as soon as possible anything that comes
to mind which would speak against us.
You have been an eyewitness of how the work of the Poor
School Sisters appears, not only at our motherhouse in Breslau but also at the twelve missions in your diocese where
the sisters, with the help of God, conduct elementary schools
and educational institutes. 27
The “rough ways” with regard to religion and morals, are
not yet smooth, 28 but we do believe that the girls have gained
something, a fact we attribute to the grace of God. Several
other towns have indicated that they also want to entrust
their daughters to the Poor School Sisters for their education. Would to God we could always respond immediately!
Then the little grain of sand might still become a great temple.
We pray daily that God will reward the pastoral goodness you have always shown the Poor School Sisters in such
great measure.
Asking for your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully
yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters

27. By April 1865, missions had been opened in Frankfurt on the
Oder River; Oppeln (Opole), Cosel (Kędzierzyn-Koźle), Bielitz (BielskoBiaŀa), Striegau (Strzegom), Liegnitz (Legnica), Klein-Kreidel (Krzydlina
Maŀa), Münsterberg (Ziębice), Neustadt (Prudnik), Guhrau (Góra), and
Beuthen (Bytom), all now in Poland; and Johannesberg (now Javorník in
the Czech Republic).
28. See Luke 3:5-6.
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3859: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
J!M!

Motherhouse
April 25, 1865

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
What a great favor you have granted us by drawing up
a testimonial concerning our holy rule that is so beautiful
and exceptionally valuable to us! In our poverty, how could
we have deserved this! May God reward you for this as well
as for all the other proofs of your pastoral benevolence!
Your testimonial provides us with a new impetus to live
according to our rule so that we can give our spiritual leader
consolation and joy. We pray daily for you and for the clergy
of your diocese. We pray especially that the infinitely good
God will keep you with us for many years to the glory of
God’s name as well as for the benefit of the Church and of
our religious institute in particular. We hope our prayer will
not be in vain.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Th. of J.
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3966: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
November 26, 1865

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!29
. . . In view of the lively interest you take in our success
as well as our adversity, I would like to tell you what has
occurred since our last report. . . .
29. Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani (1799-1872) was appointed
the congregation’s cardinal protector in 1859 and held this position until
his death in 1872. On October 10, 1860, he was also appointed prefect of
the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious.
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In Neustadt, a district capital in Upper Silesia, 30 the priests
and people were one in their intent of entrusting the education of the young girls to the Poor School Sisters of Notre
Dame. The city council provided what was necessary for the
sisters’ living quarters as well as the small adjoining chapel
so that the sisters could begin teaching five classes in June.
After teachers who know Polish are available, the sisters
will also teach the other classes. The prince bishop 31 promised that they could have the Blessed Sacrament in their
chapel as soon as proper arrangements are made.
The board of directors of the foundries and mines in
Königshütte 32 requested Poor School Sisters for the elementary classes there and very willingly furnished the sisters’
living quarters. On December 1, the two upper classes will
be entrusted to the sisters with the condition that they take
two more classes on April 1, 1866. Although the people are
poor in every respect, they are very receptive to any help
given in religious matters. It is lamentable that, because of
the lack of sisters, we cannot do enough. If only the Lord of
the vineyard would send a greater number of laborers!
Through the cooperation of the zealous pastor and school
inspector, the school in Sagan 33 was entrusted to our order.
The city council provided the sisters with a house that is
connected to the parish church, formerly the church of the
Canons of St. Augustine. The sisters arrived on September
1 to conduct the two upper classes that had been taught by
a layman. The girls soon became used to their new teachers
and approached them with loving confidence.
With great effort, care, and expense, Her Excellency, the
widowed Baroness von Herzogenberg (née Countess von
Götzen) founded and furnished a house in Troplowitz 34
where her husband is buried. On September 14, Canon Ul-

30. Now Prudnik in southern Poland
31. Prince Bishop Förster
32. Now Chorzów in southern Poland
33. Now Żagań in southern Poland
34. Now divided between Opavice in the Czech Republic and Opawica
in southern Poland
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rich, representing the prince bishop of Olmütz, 35 dedicated
the convent and garden with great ecclesiastical solemnity.
Among the clergy who had come from the entire area for this
occasion was Fr. Polamsky, the senior civil servant and
school inspector from Oppeln. Count Oppersdorf, a close relative of the foundress, took the school under his special patronage. The baroness herself allocated a sum sufficient for
the sisters' support. The townspeople expressed their gratitude for the good deed of this foundation as well as for the
sisters' arrival, for which they had been waiting so impatiently. . . . 36

35. Frederick von Fürstenberg (1813-92), Bishop of Olmütz (1853-92)
(now Olomouc in the Czech Republic)
36. Document 3966 can be found in its entirety in Volume 5 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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4028: To Fr. Anton Ludwig
Ebersdorf

Munich
April 18, 1866

J!M!
Very Reverend Archdean!
We were very sorry to hear from dear Sister Alexia
[Kloke] that you are ill. Uniting our prayers with those of
our sisters in Ebersdorf, we pleaded on your behalf with
Jesus, the Divine Physician, in the Blessed Sacrament. Now
it is no small consolation to hear that your health has been
restored. Thanks be to God!
Knowing how concerned you are about improving the orphanage in Ebersdorf, I authorized the motherhouse superior in Breslau, M. Philomena [Blattner], to contact you
personally because neither Sister Margaret [of Cortona
Wiedemann] nor I can travel to the district of Glatz. Could
you kindly arrange with Sister Philomena, perhaps through
Sister Alexia, for a time when this conversation could reasonably take place.
I only ask that you would show my representative the
same kindness that you have always shown me. Be assured
that her intentions are good and that she only has God's
work in mind.
Asking for a remembrance in your devout prayer and for
your blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
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4202: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
October 28, [1866] 1

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . Our poor house in Orb lies in the area torn away from
Bavaria and handed over to Prussia, but this will not be a
hindrance to us with regard to Church or school because we
have many houses in Prussia. In Silesia and Westphalia,
the Prussian government not only leaves our sisters in peace
but, on its own accord, very recently even called our sisters
to schools. However, there are no longer sufficient teaching
personnel in our motherhouse in Breslau. . . . 2

4120: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
February 15, 1867

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . .Our sisters in Silesia—Oppeln, Bielitz, and
Königshütte—were given new classes which had been in the
hands of lay teachers until now.
The prince bishop of Breslau3 handed over to our motherhouse the archdiocesan seminary building, which is adjacent to our garden, and we moved our candidature there.
The sisters cannot sufficiently express their gratitude for
this great favor because now their convent is no longer as
crowded as it had been. . . . 4
1. Although the copy prepared for the beatification process gives the
year 1867, internal evidence indicates that this letter was written in 1866.
2. Document 4202 can be found in its entirety in Volume 5 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
3. Prince Bishop Förster
4. Document 4120 can be found in its entirety in Volume 5 of Letters
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4319: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
March 18, 1869

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . The enclosed 500 francs 5 are from our postulants in
Breslau for their soldier so that, in their own words, “he does
not have to suffer hunger.” 6 Oh, these good children have
asked again for the name of the soldier whom they are supporting so that in their prayer before God they might call
him by name. Please do not find fault with this idea but give
us a name so that we can satisfy their burning desire. . . . 7
4350: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
J!M!

Munich
July 28, 1869

The following sisters, M. Cecilia Kreisler, M. Armella
Casper, M. Gaudentia Elsner, M. Constantia Jenke, M. Ignatia Schmidt, M. Agnes von Banchet, M. Benedicta Joppich, M. Alberta Weiser, M. Lucia Oestreich, M. Xaveria
Boden, M. Lioba Ciré, M. Edmunda Henschel, M. Pulcheria

of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
5. Currency used in France
6. In 1860, Pope Pius IX called for volunteer soldiers from various
countries to protect Rome and the Papal States from the armies of the
Italian unification movement known as the Risorgimento. These soldiers
were known as papal zouaves. After the occupation of Rome by Victor
Emmanuel in 1870, they served the government of National Defense in
France during the Franco-Prussian war. When Paris fell to Germany on
January 28, 1871, the papal zouaves were disbanded.
7. In reply to this letter, Cardinal Clarelli sent an autographed picture of a young man, Paul Kronenburg, and wrote: “I think you will be
very satisfied when you hear that he is a Prussian from Breslau. He is a
skilled and energetic young man of 28 years.” See Ziegler, Magd des
Herrn, 497. Document 4319 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of
Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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Caffier, M. Bonifacia Claus, M. Dominica Prause, M.
Mechtildis Laufer, M. Bernarda Hübner, M. Cuno Späth,
and M. Hedwig Kutsche, have completed the prescribed
seven years after profession of first temporary vows. During
this time, they persevered in faithfully striving for religious
perfection through the observance of the holy vows and the
holy rule. Of their own accord, they requested admission to
perpetual profession. The reports of the superior of our
motherhouse in Breslau 8 speak for the granting of their petition. If their responses during the canonical examination
are satisfactory and if episcopal consent has been obtained,
I approve their being admitted to profession.
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
M. Theresa of Jesus
4360: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
J!M!

Munich
August 6, 1869

According to the testimony of the superior of the motherhouse in Breslau, 9 reservations that had been expressed
with regard to the sisters listed below are now lifted. She
also assures us that she can vouch for their good behavior
and merit. For this reason, the following sisters are granted
permission to be admitted to the profession of perpetual
vows: M. Vincentia Frohwein, M. Pancratia Rösler, M.
Scholastica Menne, M. Magdalena Handwerk, M. Michaela
Beck, and M. Christina Weniger.
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
Munich, August 6, 1869
M. Theresa of Jesus

8.
9.

Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Sister M. Philomena Blattner
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4372: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
September 9, 1869

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . In general, our life is always very stormy because the
school is precisely the target of the hostile arrows shot by
godless unbelievers.
On July 2, 1867, our sisters began conducting classes in
Jauer, 10 a city in the diocese of Breslau in Silesia. This year
the head of the city council is a Protestant lawyer and a
Freemason who hates and furiously persecutes anything
that holds on to the Catholic Church. He spurred on his
Protestant and Jewish colleagues to dismiss the sisters
under the pretext that (1) the children were becoming overly
devout, (2) the members of the city council were not free to
choose teachers according to their taste, and (3) the sisters
could not accompany the children to public places of amusement.
The Catholics are protesting the dismissal of the sisters.
The government gave them outstanding testimonies, but the
lawyer and his lot were victorious. We wrote to the superior at Breslau 11 that she must submit the matter to the
bishop, 12 who replied that we must withdraw the sisters immediately. The sisters had scarcely returned to their motherhouse when the city councils from three other places asked
to have them for the schools in their districts. These sisters
are M. Ignatia Schmidt and M. Raphaela Beck. . . . 13

10. Now Jawor in Poland
11. Sister M. Philomena Blattner
12. Prince Bishop Förster
13. Document 4372 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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4453: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
June 2, 1870

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
Please allow me to send our Peter's Pence in a bill of exchange for 1,000 scudi 14 or 5,263 francs, 15 centime 15 and to
request that you would kindly give this sum to His Holiness,
[Pius IX]. The second bill of exchange is to be divided, with
half given to the zouave, Paul Kronenburg from Breslau, as
pay for the year 1870. 16 We also request that you would set
aside the other half for another zouave so that he may defend the just interests of the Holy Father in the name of the
postulants in Munich.
At the same time, I ask that you would not take as much
trouble in replying as the last time. A simple communication from your secretary is sufficient, for we know very well
that the important concerns of the [Vatican] Council 17 require all your energy. . . . 18
4554: To the Novices
Breslau

Munich
April 15, 1871

J!M!
Dear Children of God!
Called to be new workers in the vineyard of the Lord,
you presented me with your best wishes for the feast of the
Holy Name of Jesus.

14. A coin formerly used in Italy and Sicily
15. A coin used in France.
16. See Document 4319, p. 133.
17. The First Vatican Council opened on December 8, 1869. After the
capture of Rome, Pope Pius IX suspended the Vatican Council on October
20, 1870. It never resumed and was officially closed in 1960 so that the
Second Vatican Council could be called.
18. Document 4453 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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Thank you very much! In return, I wish you God's richest blessing as you make progress and complete your novitiate. I am convinced that, after you heard God’s invitation,
you responded with great zeal so that you would qualify as
useful laborers. Do not swerve from this initial zeal but,
from the eternal flame of the love of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus in Holy Mass and Holy Communion, always strive to
rekindle the fervor of love that moved you to take this step.
If the midday heat of pain and suffering sets in, if the
work and difficulties of our vocation increase, if God gives
you the coarse bread of humiliations, insults, temptations,
and spiritual dryness, do not give in to discouragement. Engrave deep in your heart instead the principle of our founder
[Bishop George Michael] Wittmann who said, “What one begins with God, one must continue with God, even if a thousand hindrances arise; otherwise, the heart will never be at
rest.”
After evening has come and our work is finished, the
steward gives the deserving their pay and we display the
fruit of our labor. According to the Gospel, even if only a
quarter of our sowing comes to fruition, it will be sufficient
because success does not always depend on us. Let us never
shy away from work, however, so that we will cultivate in
us the seed of the Divine Word sown in good soil and bring
it to maturity.
Frequently ponder and take to heart the words of the Divine Bridegroom, “Learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart!” 19 Then you will enjoy that peace which Jesus
promised his disciples after the resurrection.
May this grace be yours through the intercession of the
loving Mother of God!
Praised be Jesus Christ!
Mary Theresa of Jesus

19. Matthew 11:29
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4760: To All the Sisters
(Excerpt)
J!M!

[After July 4, 1872]

The motion that the Society of Jesus and its teachings
are dangerous to the state and therefore must be eliminated,
which was proposed and published by the Protestants and
Freemasons and brought to the German Parliament in
Berlin, was passed with the additional clause: “All similar
orders in the German Empire are to be dissolved and expelled.” 20 The shepherds should be struck in order to scatter the flock even more easily.
This law and the persecution of all “Catholic educational
institutes” apply now in particular to the Poor School Sisters.
Church must be separated from school or, as stated openly, religion must be excluded from the school. Schools are to be established in which all children are enrolled with no distinction
of creed. Jewish and Christian (Protestant, neo-Jansenist or
so-called Old Catholic, 21and Roman Catholic) children are to
be taught together so that no one may speak about the divine
truths of faith. Wherever these nondenominational schools
exist, children leave school estranged from God and the
church to which their family belongs and return home as
derelicts lacking in faith and morals.
These nondenominational schools do not need religious
personnel.
Religious may not conduct these schools any
more than genuinely Catholic parents may agree with this
thinking and send their children to these schools. It is precisely for this reason that religious teachers must be dismissed from the schools and their positions filled by secular
teachers as soon as possible. Only two obstacles—the lack
of qualified teaching personnel and the lack of money—can
prevent the enforcement of this law. . . .
20. On July 4, 1872, the German Parliament passed the so-called
Jesuit Law. Bavaria had become a part of the German Empire on January
2, 1871, and was therefore subject to this law.
21. The Old Catholics were members of a religious group formed in
opposition to the dogma of papal infallibility passed by the First Vatican
Council in 1870.
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If the parish is no longer able to support us because of
war or poverty, we will remain in our convents or in other
places where we are allowed to stay. We will trust in Divine Providence because, with a few loaves, Jesus fed the
thousands who followed him to the desert and he will know
how to supply bread for us, his poor servants. 22
If forced to leave, we will move from the violence and
flee—as Jesus counsels—to one of the closest missions, notify the generalate, and wait for further instructions from
there. At this time, we are not in danger of being exiled from
Vienna-Fünfhaus, 23 Freistadt on the Bohemian border, Pfaffenhofen in Tyrol, 24 or Hungary. Our sisters in America
wrote to tell us that if we must emigrate, there would be
work and a means of support for all of us there. . . . 25

4734: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
November 6, 1872

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!26
. . .In these our times, when the Church and our religious
institute are hard pressed and in danger from every side, we
in our poverty are in double need of your protection and help.
What is happening in Prussia finds great approval in Bavaria.
The Jesuits have been expelled and now it seems that the
struggle is directed toward the Poor School Sisters. . . .
22. See Matthew 14, Mark 6, Luke 9, and John 6.
23. In 1860, a mission was opened in Fünfhaus, which was a suburb
of Vienna until it was incorporated into the city at the end of the nineteenth century.
24. An Alpine region in western Austria
25. Document 4760 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
26. Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca (1805-83) was appointed the
order’s cardinal protector in 1872, a position that he held until his death
in 1883.
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What will happen in Silesia is in God’s hands. We do
not expect to fare any better. Our sisters in America wrote
that they would have sufficient places and work for all of us,
but it would be sad if, after spending ourselves completely
for the children of our own country, we would have to leave
them now, often to people bereft of any faith.
Well-disposed persons are advising the sisters to teach in
secular clothing in order to save the schools for the order,
but others with deeper insight recognize that this does not
provide an anchor of hope. Demands would eventually be
placed on them that, as Catholic Christians, they would be
unable to meet.
We ask for instructions from His Holiness on how to handle the situation if God allows the complete dissolution of
our religious institute and if one or other sister is allowed to
teach in secular clothing or wants to return to her home.
Sisters who are permeated by the holiness of their vocation
will not be shaken by these storms. After peace is restored,
they will come together again to continue God’s work with
renewed strength. If we are allowed to live together in community, we will be happy to live in great poverty and earn
our livelihood by the work of our hands. . . . 27
5123: To Sister M. Ignatia Drewes
Breslau
J!M!

[September 1873]

Mary Ignatia! 28
St. Ignatius and his brothers offered to go to the missions
wherever the Holy Father would decide to send them.
27. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
28. According to her obituary, Sister M. Ignatia Drewes (1848-1931)
was received in Breslau in August 1873. A few weeks after reception, she
left for Hungary in the company of other novices who also volunteered for
this mission. (This also helps determine an approximate date for this letter.) On September 9, 1875, Sister Ignatia made her first profession in
Temesvár. She remained in Hungary for the rest of her life.
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Following his example, you offered to go to the mission
in Hungary, a decision that demands great sacrifice. The
dear Lord will never be outdone in generosity and will reward you if you continue to take the great St. Ignatius as
your model, follow his example, and do everything out of love
for God and for the greater honor and glory of God. There
was a reason why you were given this passionate, loving
saint as your patron at reception.
Regarding your relationship with us, dear Sister, please
be assured that you are written in our heart, just as all those
sisters whom we know—and that we are praying for you.
Please do the same for us!
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
Mary Theresa of Jesus
4884: To Bishop Alexander Bonnaz
Temesvár, Hungary (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
December 30, 1873

Your Excellency! Most Reverend Bishop!29
. . . Sister Philomena [Blattner] in Breslau is recruiting
very diligently for Hungary, but the results are up to God.
Since some of the convents there have obtained a one-year
extension on the notice to close, they will remain open until
1875. . . . 30

29. Alexander Bonnaz (1812-89), Bishop of Csanád in Temesvár
(1860-89) (Now Timişoara in Romania)
30. Document 4884 can be found in its entirety in Volume 12 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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4893: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
J!M!

January 26, 1874

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
What we learned earlier from the newspapers has been
confirmed in detail by a letter that came from Breslau yesterday. 31 The now completed seizure of your property in an
unprecedented manner will go down in history as a “heroic
deed never to be forgotten.” 32 The vandals even stole the altarpiece from the chapel, and the surrender of the awards
and medals to the plundering commission is unparalleled.
Please accept the expression of our heartfelt sympathy
at such barbarous action or, to say it another way, the expression of our joy over the grace of sharing in the glorious
lot of the apostles who, on the one hand, suffered ignominy
and persecution for Jesus’ sake and, on the other hand, rejoiced in the coming jubilation and triumph. The anointed
ones suffered violence at the hands of others and therefore
we can be certain that God is near.
Since we have no other gift to present to you, we offer our
prayer—which will be even more fervent now—as the
first Christians did when their leader, Peter, lay in the dungeon and then was freed by an angel. 33
Now the eyes of many will be opened and new Catholic
life will awaken. The enemies of the Church and of our holy
faith could not have contrived or done anything better than
31. Prince Bishop Förster protested against the laws of the Kulturkampf (the struggle between the Catholic Church and the German government in the 1870s and 1880s for control over education, ecclesiastical
appointments, and civil marriage) and even made a personal appeal to
the German emperor for their repeal. Since the bishop did not report appointments and transfers of priests, he was taken to court several times
and sentenced to imprisonment and heavy fines. The furniture in his
palace was seized and his government salary was terminated. See
Werner Marschall, Geschichte des Bistums Breslau (Stuttgart: Konrad
Theiss, 1979) 140.
32. This statement quotes those who supported the attack on the
prince bishop.
33. See Acts 12.
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this to show that Catholics are now of one heart and one
mind with their cherished bishop in declaring their willingness to live and die for God’s holy cause and in proving their
words by their deeds. We believe, however, that this course
of action is an example of what is in store for us in the future. God will not abandon us.
Expressing once again our sincere best wishes as well
as our deep gratitude for all your unforgettable acts of sacrificial charity, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
4932: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
April 14, 1874

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
May it please Your Eminence to accept the Directory of
the Personnel of Our Religious Institute as recorded for the
year 1874!
From the accompanying Chronological Sketches, you
will see how things are faring for our poor sisters in Prussia.
They have already been forced to give up their classes in
seven places, 34 and they must vacate Königshütte, Beuthen
and Waldenburg35 by Easter. At the end of this month, the
sisters must also leave Orb, a city that was formerly Bavarian but annexed by Prussia in 1866. Some of these sisters
will go to Hungary for the time being and those who are sick
or incapacitated will be assigned to other houses. . . . 36

34. By the time this letter was written, sisters had been dismissed
from Fraustadt (Wschowa), Sagan (Żagań), Liegnitz (Legnica), Glatz
(Kłodzko), Leobschütz (Głubczyce), Bauerwitz (Baborów), and Cosel
(Kędzierzyn-Koźle). All these places are located in what is now Poland.
35. Now Chorzów, Bytom, and Wałbrzych in Poland
36. Document 4932 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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4939: To an Assistant
J!M!

May 12, 1874

Reverend Assistant!
As your kind letter seems to indicate, you have not heard
that Sister Polycarpa 37 came to our motherhouse in Munich
and then left for Temesvár in Hungary.
From the conversations I had with Sister Polycarpa and
with Sister Philomena [Blattner], your niece’s vocation must
first prove itself. Please do not take it amiss if I mention
that a short stay, either in our motherhouse here or in our
motherhouse in Breslau, would lead to a decisive result
much more quickly than if the dear child were again entrusted to Sister Polycarpa for her formation since she
seems to be especially fond of the latter. If your niece gives
evidence of a religious vocation, both houses provide an opportunity for her to be prepared for teaching.
Out of gratitude for all the love and kindness you have
shown our sisters in Beuthen, I state once again my willingness to accept your niece into our institute here or in
Breslau without putting any burden on you. It would make
us even happier if you would accompany the dear child here.
Asking for your continued kind benevolence and remembrance in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4973: To Bishop Alexander Bonnaz
Temesvár, Hungary (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
September 20, 1874

Your Excellency! Most Reverend Bishop!
. . . In order to fulfill the wishes expressed in your letter
of August 21, I wrote to Sister Philomena [Blattner] in Bres37. Sister M. Polycarpa Wolf was the superior of a mission with 11
elementary classes in Beuthen. Two years after a new school was built
for them, all the teaching sisters were dismissed in 1874.
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lau and received the answer that she could offer more personnel only if the houses in Striegau and Münsterberg 38
would be closed in the near future. Otherwise, no one would
be available. . . . 39

5032: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
February 20, 1875

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . May it please your Eminence to accept the small Directory of Our Religious Institute, which came off the press
today! You will notice that more of our institutes in Prussia
were closed recently and others will close soon. Even the
cathedral school in Breslau where our sisters teach is in
danger. . . . 40
5057: To Prince Bishop Henry Förster
Breslau
J!M!

April 14, 1875

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
We also wish to be included among the many presenting
their tribute on April 17 and to offer you our heartfelt congratulations and best wishes!41 If this exceptional celebration fills every Catholic heart in the diocese of Breslau with
Joy and gratitude to God, we Poor School Sisters have even
38. Now Strzegom and Ziębice in Poland
39. Document 4973 can be found in its entirety in Volume 12 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
40. The sisters continued to teach at the cathedral school in Breslau
until they were dismissed in 1878. Document 5032 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
41. Prince Bishop Förster celebrated the golden jubilee of his ordination to the priesthood on April 17, 1875.
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greater cause to celebrate because ever since we arrived in
your diocese, you have given us so many actual proofs of
your pastoral benevolence. We will continue to implore the
Sacred Heart of Jesus to reward with love what we can
never repay.
Although the day’s jubilation is mingled with silent
grieving over the most recent happenings which we witnessed and which make us fearful of even worse things in
the future, we are reassured by the thought that victory has
been promised to the Catholic Church and to all who remain
true to it.
Please continue to be as gracious to us as you have been
in the past. Even in the most difficult situations, this pastoral care has always given the sisters great happiness and
consolation. 42
With this confidence, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
5057 a:

To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee (Excerpt)

Motherhouse
April 16, 1875

J!M!
Dear Sister Caroline!
We received an inquiry from Breslau, asking if America
would need and accept a priest from Silesia who has been
ordered to serve as a soldier for three more years. During
the Easter season, he must report to the garrison where he
will have to drill from 6:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and from
2:00 until 7:00 p.m. He asked the sisters in Breslau if he
might come there for an occasional meal because the few
kreuzer 43 that he receives are insufficient. In the barracks,
they do everything they can to drive such priests to despair.

42. On May 6, 1875, Bishop Förster fled to Johannesberg Castle in
Austrian Silesia, where he died in exile on October 20, 1881.
43. Thirty kreuzer equaled approximately 20¢ in American currency
at the time.
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In order to escape such torment, he would like to emigrate to America and use his strength and abilities in the
service of the Church there. He asked Sister Philomena
[Blattner] whether we could send in advance a letter of recommendation for him, a promise which we were happy to
make. Please speak with the bishop 44 about this and write
us about his response. The poor priest is anxiously awaiting
a reply. . . .
May the founders stand by our order, which is now
threatened by severe storms! The storms have already carried off several houses in Prussia, as you will read in the directory. God alone knows what is to come. We cannot
understand Divine Providence, but no one expects anything
good. Until this veil lifts, however, nothing can be decided
with regard to personnel. We must simply continue to pray.
. . . 45
5071: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee (Excerpt)

(Transcript, Milwaukee)

Motherhouse
June 7, 1875

J!M!
Dear Sister Caroline!
. . . You are asking if we might send you a European
priest. 46 The lack of priests in Bavaria is so great now that
no priest is available. Moreover, we ourselves know too few
priests. I must wait and see whether one of the priests trying to escape persecution in Silesia will be suitable for the
position. He would have to try it out here first. Furthermore, the bishops do not willingly let their priests go to
America because there is no hope of getting them back. . . .
44. John Martin Henni (1805-81), Bishop of Milwaukee (1844-75),
Archbishop of Milwaukee (1875-81)
45. Document 5057a can be found in its entirety in Volume 7 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
46. On February 12, 1875, Fr. Francis X. Krautbauer, who had been
chaplain in the Milwaukee motherhouse since 1859, was appointed bishop
of Green Bay, Wisconsin. Mother Caroline was searching for a priest who
could fill the vacancy.
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We are writing to Sister Philomena [Blattner] about the
Silesian priest who must carry out military service and we
will let you know if we receive further news. It is a sad situation there! The so-called Convent Laws 47 go into effect in
Prussia on June 15, after which all religious must leave the
country. A four-year period of grace was granted to nursing
orders and to us so that similar lay institutes can be established to supply the personnel needed to care for the sick
and conduct the schools. We may not accept any new members, however, and the state will take over the administration of church property!
We have already sent out a notice that those sisters who
desire to go to America should let us know, but we are meeting with great opposition on the part of their parents and
relatives who are very direct in saying that they will not let
their daughters go to America. We will have to wait and see
what God does next! We will gladly do all we can to help;
you need never doubt our good will. . . . 48

5025: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee (Excerpt)
J!M!

Motherhouse
March 10, 1876

Dear Sister Caroline!
. . . In Europe, there are motherhouses in Breslau, at the
Brede Convent, and in Temesvár, but they act in greatest
harmony with the generalate and central motherhouse in
Munich. Since they turn to us with their concerns and
47. On May 31, 1875, the so-called Convent Laws were passed in
Prussia, whereby all religious congregations, with the exception of those
dedicated to caring for the sick, were expelled from the country. If there
was a shortage of lay teachers in a particular area, teaching sisters could
remain in private schools for four more years but no longer. Sisters who
had been teaching in public schools in Prussia were already dismissed
between 1872 and 1874.
48. Document 5071 can be found in its entirety in Volume 7 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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doubts and ask for advice as holy rule prescribes, God’s
blessing rests upon their works. . . .
Dear Sister Caroline, please believe that we are not lacking in good will. It is simply impossible for us to provide you
with help in the way we should. In Silesia, four more houses
have been closed: Königshütte, Waldenburg, Streigau, and
Katscher; 49 in Baden, three: Münzingen, Steisslingen, and
Hugstetten; in Westphalia, Brakel; in the Rhineland, Hinsbeck; and in Hesse, Orb. There is a momentary ceasefire in
the Kulturkampf now and those houses that were already
notified of impending closure have received directions to
continue until further orders are given. . . . 50
5226: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
February 16, 1877

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . The Kulturkampf has taken one house after the other
in Prussia. We received notice to leave Hardenberg and Düssel in the Rhine province, Ebersdorf in Silesia this Easter, and
our large house with an elementary school and a private secondary school for girls in Oppeln in October. What the future
will bring is in God’s hand. We do not expect anything better than what has already taken place. . . . 51

49. Now Chorzów, Wałbrzych, Strzegom, and Kietrz in Poland
50. Document 5025 can be found in its entirety in Volume 7 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
51. Document 5226 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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5233: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Weisswasser in Austrian Silesia
J!M!

March 19, 1877

After having received episcopal approval, permission is
granted to the following novices to profess their vows for
seven years: M. Alcantara Bittner, M. Columba Frank, M.
Liguoria Seemann, M. Margaretha Alacoque Schulte, M.
Germana Demarczyk, M. Ludmilla Kral, M. Anastasia
Grüner, M. Gertrudis Gander, and M. Justina Furch. 52
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior

5234: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Weisswasser in Austrian Silesia
J!M!

Munich
March 19, 1877

After having received episcopal approval, the following
postulants are granted permission to receive the holy habit:
Cäcilia Schweitzer, Agnes Gloger, Euphemia Botzian,
Pauline Schuster, Clara Glemnitz, Agatha Machill, Marie
Schwarzer, Marie Heinisch, Anna Heinisch, Marie Klein,
Sophie Hanke, Auguste Bittner, Rosalie Hirsch, Fanny von
Siegroth, Ottilie Hampel, Marie Linke, Agnes Berth, Hed52. In the hopes of relocating the Breslau motherhouse in Austrian
Silesia, Sister M. Philomena acquired the former Piarist monastery in
Weisswasser (now Bílá Voda in the Czech Republic). After regional authorities denied permission for the motherhouse to be transferred there,
Sister M. Philomena applied directly to Emperor Francis Joseph I of Austria, who granted her request on June 5, 1876. All the candidates and
novices then moved from Breslau in Prussian Silesia to Weisswasser in
order to prepare for reception and profession in 1877. Three years had
passed since the last ceremonies were held in Breslau. See Tilgner, Beiträge, 35.
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wig von Roschütz, Josephine Dzwiza, Hedwig Krug, Ernestine Wienke, Katharina Lakotta, Marie Mittek, Pauline
Konietzka, and Veronica Benkel.
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior

5275: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
August 29, 1877

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . The answer to our inquiries in Rome regarding the
Convent Laws in Prussia arrived just in time. Unfortunately,
we had reason to make use of it immediately after you left
us.
Ever since the assault on the convents began, a sister in
Breslau, a skilled needlework teacher, was pressured by her
parents and relatives, but she was too weak to withstand
them. While the superior53 was settling some business on
the missions, her parents simply came and took her home
with them. Her father wrote and told us that he would bring
her back to the convent later. In accordance with our directive, the superior presented the sequence of events to Prince
Bishop Henry [Förster] who dismissed her formally because
she was no longer satisfied in the religious life and had
grown tepid and negligent. . . . 54

53. Sister M. Philomena Blattner
54. Document 5275 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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(Bavaria).
Augustina Dostler, Sr. M. See
Dostler, Sr. M. Augustina.
Banat, 120
Banchet, Sr. M. Agnes von, 133134
Barbara Mihm, Sr. M. See
Mihm, Sr. M. Barbara.
Bauerwitz (now Baborów, Poland), 143n
Beck, Sr. M. Michaela (Anna),
116-117, 134
Beck, Sr. M. Raphaela, 135
Beckedorff, Baron von, 97-98.
110-115, 117-119
Beckedorff, Baronness Louise
von, 97n, 113-114
Beckedorff, President Ludolph
von, 83-84, 85, 87, 91-92, 97,
113, 114, 115
beginnings, 84
Benedicta Joppich, Sr. M. See
Joppich, Sr. M. Benedicta.
Benkel, Sr. M. Martha (Veronica), 151
Bernarda Hübner, Sr. M. See
Hübner, Sr. M. Bernarda.
Bernardine Stiessberger, Sr. M.
See Stiessberger, Sr. M. Bernardine.
Berth, Sr. M. Seraphica (Agnes),
150
Berthilla Wolf, Sr. M. See Wolf,
Sr. M. Berthilla.
Beuthen (now Bytom, Poland),
127n, 143, 144
Bielitz (now Bielsko-Biaŀa, Poland), 127n, 132
Bittner, Sr. M. Alcantara (Marie), 150
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Bittner, Sr. M. John Berchmana
(Auguste), 150
Blanda Mollenhauer, Sr. M. See
Mollenhauer, Sr. M. Blanda.
Blaschke, Sr. M. Francesca
(Caroline), 116
Blattner, Sr. M. Philomena
(Barbara): superior in Breslau, 9n, 13n, 19, 23, 24, 31,
35, 41, 45, 48, 61, 61-62, 64,
68; novice director, 66-68, 7374; motherhouse superior, 7778, 85, 94-95, 112, 125-126,
131, 135, 141, 144, 146-147,
151. See also List of Documents.
Blessed Sacrament, 15, 19-20,
20-21, 93, 103-104, 120, 129,
131
Bocholtz-Asseburg, Count Diedrich von, 68
Boden, Sr. M. Xaveria (Anna),
116-117, 133-134
Bökerhof (Westphalia), 24n
Bonifacia Claus, Sr. M. See
Claus, Sr. M. Bonifacia.
Bonnaz, Alexander (Bishop of
Csanád in Temesvár), 141,
144-145
Book of Life, 43
Botzian, Sr. M. Sophie (Euphemia), 150
boys, teaching, 66, 99, 109-111,
114-115
Brakel (Westphalia), 68, 149
Bramberger, Sr. M. Ulrica (Theresa), 12, 13n, 31, 32n, 47n
Brede Convent (Westphalia), 19,
24n, 25, 68, 148-149
Breslau (now Wrocŀaw, Poland),
xi, 4, 6. See also Ad Matrem
Dolorosam.
brides of Christ, 55
Bruder, Sr. M. Radegundis, 26n
Brunner, Sr. M. Ursula (Magdalena), 12, 13n

Brünning, Sr. M. Irmina (Caroline), 124-125
Caffier, Sr. M. Pulcheria (Maria), 86, 98, 105, 133-134
Canonesses of St. Augustine:
See Congrégation NotreDame.
cardinal protector, 67n, 128n,
139n
Caroline Friess, Sr. M. See
Friess, Sr. M. Caroline.
Casimira Klein, Sr. M. See
Klein, Sr. M. Casimira.
Casper, Sr. M. Armella, 105,
133-134
Catholic Church: See Church,
Catholic.
Catholic General Assembly, 119120
Cecilia Kreisler, Sr. M. See
Kreisler, Sr. M. Cecilia.
Charitas Hirsch, Sr. M. See
Hirsch, Sr. M. Charitas.
Christina Weniger, Sr. M. See
Weniger, Sr. M. Christina.
Christophora Wolf, Sr. M. See
Wolf, Sr. M. Christophora.
Church, Catholic, 37, 60, 76, 81,
83, 84, 92, 109, 121, 128, 132,
135, 139, 142, 146, 147
Ciré, Sr. M. Lioba (Antonie), 86,
98, 133-134
Clarelli-Paracciani, Cardinal
Nicholas (Cardinal Protector),
128n. See also List of Documents.
Claus, Sr. M. Bonifacia (Theresa), 116-117, 133-134
Clothilde Müller, Sr. M. See
Müller, Sr. M. Clothilde.
Clothildis von Roschütz, Sr. M.
See Roschütz, Sr. M. Clothildis von.
Collegium Germanicum (Rome),
19-20
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Frank, Sr. M. Columba.
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confessors, 14n, 16
confidence, 42, 129
Congrégation Notre-Dame (Congregation of Our Lady), 14n
consolation, 6, 14, 23, 24, 30, 39,
40, 44, 52, 59, 69, 84, 89, 93,
100, 120, 121
Constantia Jenke, Sr. M. See
Jenke, Sr. M. Constantia.
Convent Law: See Kulturkampf.
Cosel (now Kędzierzyn-Koźle,
Poland), 127n, 143n
cross, xii, 7, 23, 41, 47, 71
Cuno Späth, Sr. M. See Späth,
Sr. M. Cuno.
De Luca, Cardinal Antonino
(Cardinal Protector), 139n.
See also List of Documents.
Deharbe, Joseph (SJ), 28
Deischer, Sr. M. Willibalda
(Theresa), 10n, 26n
Della Genga Sermattei, Cardinal
Gabriel, 49-51
Demarczek, Sr. M. Germana,
150
Diepenbrock, Melchior von
(Prince Bishop of Breslau), xi;
calls sisters to Breslau, 1n, 2n
3, 4n, 6n, 8, 12, 13, 14, 16n,
19, 21n, 25n; testimonial, 22,
24n, 31n, 33n; support, 26-27,
30-31, illness and death, 19n,
37, 38, 39, 44-45, 61. See also
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Directory of the Congregation,
42n, 79n, 107, 143, 145, 147
Divine Bridegroom, 21, 23, 43,
137
Divine Friend of Children, 84
Divine Love, 120
Divine Providence, 80, 122, 139,
147
Divine Word, 137
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Dominica Prause, Sr. M. See
Prause, Sr. M. Dominica.
Dorothea Konietzka, Sr. M. See
Konietzka, Sr. M. Dorothea.
Dostler, Sr. M. Augustina (Antonia), 35n
Drewes, Sr. M. Ignatia (Anna),
140-141.
Düssel (Rhineland), 149
Dzwiza, Sr. M. Alphonsa (Josephine), 151
Ebersdorf (now Domaszków,
Poland), 5n, 88; opening, 36,
40, 44-45, 46, 48, 58, 62-64;
development, 69-70, 77-78,
95, 100, 101, 120, 124-125;
orphanage, 64, 121-122, 131;
closure, 149
Edmunda Henschel, Sr. M. See
Henschel, Sr. M. Edmunda.
Edmunda Schmidt, Sr. M. See
Schmidt, Sr. M. Edmunda.
education, 24n, 49-50; purpose of
the order, 34, 79, 81
Elsner, Sr. M. Gaudentia, 82,
133-134
enclosure, episcopal, 13, 51, 5355, 90-91
entrance requirements, 17-18
Erasma Krug, Sr. M. See Krug,
Sr. M. Erasma.
Eulalia Schimpke, Sr. M. See
Schimpke, Sr. M. Eulalia.
Euphemia Möser, Sr. M. See
Möser, Sr. M. Euphemia.
Euphrosine Schwarzer, Sr. M.
See Schwarzer, Sr. M. Euphrosine.
Eusebia Glemnitz, Sr. M. See
Glemnitz, Sr. M. Eusebia.
extraordinary confessor, 14n
faith, 50, 56, 89, 97, 138, 140,
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faithfulness, 24n, 41, 43, 53,
102, 134
Falkenberg (now Niemodlin,
Poland), 48
fear, 111, 146
fear of God, 49
Fischer, Sr. M. Stephanie
(Julia), 29, 38, 125-126
Förster, Henry (Prince Bishop of
Breslau), 38n, 39n, 41, 44, 62,
65n, 67, 85, 87, 111n, 118n,
129, 132, 135; Kulturkampf,
142n, 145n, 151. See also
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Fortunata Gerlsbeck, Sr. M. See
Gerlsbeck, Sr. M. Fortunata.
Fourier, St. Peter, 14n, 27n, 51,
86n
Francesca Blaschke, Sr. M. See
Blaschke, Sr. M. Francesca.
Franco-Prussian War, 133n
Frank, Sr. M. Columba (Clara),
150
Frankfurt on the Oder (Germany), 62, 80-81, 96-97, 127n
Fraustadt (now Wschowa, Poland), 125-126, 143
Frederick William IV (King of
Prussia), 3, 78, 79, 83n
Freistadt (Upper Austria), 139
Friess, Sr. M. Caroline (Josepha). See List of Documents.
Frohwein, Sr. M. Vincentia (Sophie), 82, 134
fruit, 59, 62, 88, 91, 113, 122,
137
Furch, Sr. M. Justina, 150
Fürstenberg, Frederick von
(Bishop of Olmütz), 130
Fürstenberg, Landgravine Charlotte von, 99-100, 102
future, 19, 39, 42, 52, 84, 143,
146, 149

Gabriela Kindler, Sr. M. See
Kindler, Sr. M. Gabriela.
Gander, Sr. M. Gertrudis (Johanna), 150
garden, 42
Gärth, Canon Aloysius, 1n, 6, 9,
12n, 71, 76-77. See also List
of Documents.
Gattermann, Sr. M. Sebalda
(Frances), 60, 76
Gaudentia Elsner, Sr. M. See
Elsner, Sr. M. Gaudentia.
general superior, role of, 50, 52,
67, 81, 82, 90, 98
generalate, 139, 148
generosity, 21, 64, 141
George, Sr. M. Pia (Anna), 116
Gerhardinger, Blessed Mary
Theresa of Jesus (Caroline):
confirmed as general superior, 52; novice director, 66, 74
Gerlsbeck, Sr. M. Fortunata
(Maria), 29
German Diaspora, 80n, 81n, 8384, 91n
Germana Demarczek, Sr. M.
See Demarczek, Sr. M. Germana.
Gertrudis Gander, Sr. M. See
Gander, Sr. M. Gertrudis.
Glatz (now Kłodzko, Poland):
opening, 5n, 32, 45-46, 48, 5657, 58, 61-62, 63-64; development, 70, 76, 78, 79, 81, 9091, 92-93, 94-95, 101, 103104, 104, 124; closure, 143
Gleich, Dr. Herman, 75n, 77n,
87
Glemnitz, Sr. M. Eusebia (Clara), 150
Gloger, Sr. M. Antonie (Agnes),
150
God’s call, 17-18, 113, 124, 136
God’s love, 40, 89, 137, 146
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114n
gratitude, 20, 48, 53, 60-61, 69,
79-80, 88, 94, 97-98, 123
Gregory XVI (Pope), xi
Grüner, Sr. M. Anastasia, 150
Grünhof (now Święciechowo
near Resko, Poland);
opening of mission, 83-84,
85, 87, 91-92; visitation,
97-98; departure of sisters,
109-115, 117-119
Guhrau (now Góra, Poland),
127n
Habelschwert (now Bystrzyca
Kŀodzka, Poland), 94
Hadamquik, Louise, 8-9
Hampel, Sr. M. Walburga (Ottilie), 150
Handwerk, Sr. M. Magdalena,
105, 134
Hanke, Sr. M. Theopista (Sophie), 150
Hardenberg (Rhineland), 149
harvest, 58, 62, 84, 88, 122
Hedwig Kutsche, Sr. M. See
Kutsche, Sr. M. Hedwig.
Heinisch, Sr. M. Aloysia Gonzaga (Anna), 150
Heinisch, Sr. M. Arsenia (Marie), 150
Henni, John Martin (Archbishop
of Milwaukee), 147n
Henrica Henschel, Sr. M. See
Henschel, Sr. M. Henrica.
Henschel, Sr. M. Edmunda, 116117, 133-134
Henschel, Sr. M. Henrica, 116117
Herden, Marie, 116
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Heriberta Leber, Sr. M. See Leber, Sr. M. Heriberta.
Herrmann, Fr. (Regent), 7, 14,
15
Herzogenberg, Baroness Wilhelmine von, 129-130
Hilda Vestner, Sr. M. See Vestner, Sr. M. Hilda.
Hinsbeck (Rhineland), 149
Hirsch, Sr. M. Charitas (Rosalie), 150
Hirschau (now Hyršov in the
Czech Republic), 28-29
Holy Rule, 14-15, 16, 26-30, 3234, 41, 49-55, 58, 64, 65, 6768, 69, 70, 73-74, 126-127,
128; instructions for compiling, 51-52, 58, 61
Holy Spirit, 26, 49, 51, 52, 81
hope, 6, 7, 21, 41, 47, 57, 140
Hübner, Sr. M. Bernarda (Deodata), 105, 133-134
Hugstetten (Baden), 149
humility, 11, 47
Hungary, mission in, 107, 139,
141, 143
Hyacintha Kröger, Sr. M., See
Kröger, Sr. M. Hyacintha.
Hyacintha von Siegroth, Sr. M.
See Siegroth, Sr. M. Hyacintha von.
Ignatia Drewes, Sr. M. See
Drewes, Sr. M. Ignatia.
Ignatia Schmidt, Sr. M. See
Schmidt, Sr. M. Ignatia.
Ignatius of Loyola, St., 20n, 140141
Illyria, 114, 120
Innocent X (Pope), 14n
Jauer (now Jawor, Poland), 135
Jenke, Sr. M. Constantia, 133134
Jesuit Law: See Kulturkampf.
Jesuits: See Society of Jesus.
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Jesus, 11, 26, 35, 38, 39, 45, 52,
84, 99, 131, 136, 137, 139,
142. See also Good Shepherd,
Sacred Heart.
Job, Fr. Francis Sebastian, 24n,
27n, 50, 51, 79n
Johanna Nepomucene Segwald,
Sr. M. See Segwald, Sr. M.
Johanna Nepomucene.
Johannesberg (now Javorník in
the Czech Republic), 1n, 37n,
127n, 146n
John Berchmana Bittner, Sr. M.
See Bittner, Sr. M. John
Berchmana.
Joppich, Sr. M. Benedicta (Caroline), 86, 98, 133-134
Joseph Calasanctia Schuster, Sr.
M. See Schuster, Sr. M. Joseph. Calasanctia.
joy, 6, 15, 21-22, 25, 32, 35, 39,
41, 44-45, 52, 58, 59, 61, 69,
73, 75, 83, 88-89, 92, 98, 100,
102, 103, 120, 121, 128, 137,
142, 145
Juliana Mittek, Sr. M. See Mittek, Sr. M. Juliana.
Jung, Sr. M. Ludmilla, 105
Justina Furch, Sr. M. See
Furch, Sr. M. Justina.
Katscher (now Kietrz, Poland),
149
Kaufmann, Sr. M. Aegidia (Anna), 43, 64n
kindergarten, 44
Kindler, Sr. M. Gabriela (Pauline), 116
Klein, Sr. M. Casimira (Marie),
150
Klein-Kreidel (now Krzydlina
Maŀa, Poland), 127n
Kloke, Sr. M. Alexia (Josepha),
64n, 70, 94-95, 124-125, 131
Konietzka, Sr. M. Dorothea
(Pauline), 151

Königshütte (now Chorzów, Poland), 129, 132, 143, 149
Krainski, Dr. Vincent, 14
Kral, Sr. M. Ludmilla, 150
Krautbauer, Francis X. (Bishop
of Green Bay), 147n
Kreisler, Sr. M. Cecilia, 82, 133134
Kröger, Sr. M. Hyacintha (Pauline), 63, 82
Kromp, Sr. M. Leopoldina (Mathilde), 116
Kronenburg, Paul, 133n, 136
Krug, Sr. M. Erasma (Hedwig),
151
Kühn, Sr. M. Philippina (Ernestine), 116
Kulturkampf, xii, 142n, 149;
Convent Law, 148, 151; Jesuit Law, 138-139
Kunzendorf (now Trzebieszowice, Poland), 99-100, 100101, 102-103
Kutsche, Sr. M. Hedwig, 133-134
Lakotta, Sr. M. Zita (Katharina),
151
Landskron (now Lanškroun,
Czech Republic), 106-107
Lang, Sr. M. Alphonsa (Hedwig),
116
Langer, Sr. M. Eugenia (Augusta), 76
Larisch, Fr. Joseph, 5n
Lauban (now Lubán, Poland),
41, 48
Laufer, Sr. M. Mechtildis (Pauline), 116-117, 133-134
Le Clerc, Blessed Alix, 14n
Leber, Sr. M. Heriberta (Elise),
11, 43
Leipold, Sr. M. Macaria (Anna),
56, 60, 67
Leobschütz (now Głubczyce, Poland), 143n
Leopoldina Kromp, Sr. M. See
Kromp, Sr. M. Leopoldina.
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Liboria Seneca, Sr. M. See Seneca, Sr. M. Liboria.
Liegnitz (now Legnica, Poland),
127n, 143n
Liguoria Seemann, Sr. M. See
Seemann, Sr. M. Liguoria.
Linke, Sr. M. Pia (Marie), 150
Lioba Ciré, Sr. M. See Ciré, Sr.
M. Lioba.
Lipp, Joseph von (Bishop of Rottenburg), 10
Louis I (King of Bavaria), 3, 27
love, 7, 8, 9, 29, 32, 38, 41, 49,
52, 57, 64, 89, 95, 100, 120,
121, 141
Lucia Oestreich, Sr. M. See Oestreich, Sr. M. Lucia.
Ludgera Suing, Sr. M. See Suing, Sr. M. Ludgera.
Ludmilla Jung, Sr. M. See Jung,
Sr. M. Ludmilla.
Ludmilla Kral, Sr. M. See Kral,
Sr. M. Ludmilla.
Ludovici, Sr. M. Bronislavia
(Henrietta), 82
Ludwig, Fr. Anton, 5n, 35n, 64n,
88n, 99, 101n, 102, 120n,
122n. See also List of Documents.
Macaria Leipold, Sr. M. See
Leipold, Sr. M. Macaria.
Machill, Sr. M. Polycarpa (Agatha), 150
Magdalena Handwerk, Sr. M.
See Handwerk, Sr. M. Magdalena.
Magnificat, 66
Margaret of Cortona
Wiedemann, Sr. M. See
Wiedemann, Sr. M. Margaret
of Cortona.
Margaretha Alacoque Schulte,
Sr. M. See Schulte, Sr. M.
Margaretha Alacoque.
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Markisches Kirchenblatt, 91
Marks, Fr. Laurentius, 14, 15,
41, 48, 75-77, 123
Martha Benkel, Sr. M. See Benkel, Sr. M. Martha.
Martha Scholz, Sr. M. See
Scholz, Sr. M. Martha.
Mary, 7, 9, 39, 59, 66
Mathilde Petri, Sr. M. See Petri,
Sr. M. Mathilde.
Mechtildis Laufer, Sr. M. See
Laufer, Sr. M. Mechtildis.
Melania Schlicht, Sr. M. See
Schlicht, Sr. M. Melania.
Melanie Schweitzer, Sr. M. See
Schweitzer, Sr. M. Melanie.
Menne, Sr. M. Scholastica (Ferdinanda), 86, 98, 134
mercy, 14, 21, 27, 29, 39, 69, 71,
90
Michaela Beck, Sr. M. See Beck,
Sr. M. Michaela.
Mihm, Sr. M. Barbara (Constance), 116
missionaries: qualifications, 1718
Mittek, Sr. M. Juliana (Marie),
151
Mollenhauer, Sr. M. Blanda
(Theresa), 86, 98
Monica Teichgräber, Sr. M. See
Teichgräber, Sr. M. Monica.
Möser, Sr. M. Euphemia (Cecilia), 48, 56, 60
Mother of God, 137
Mother of Our Order, 18,
21(illus.), 27
Müller, Fr. Edward, 91-92, 98,
118-119, 119-120
Müller, Sr. M. Clothilde (Cecilia): missioned to Breslau, 12,
13n, 17, 19, 20; illness and
death, 41n, 43, 47, 49, 77n
Munich-Au (Bavaria), 35n
Münnich, Fr. Ernest, 99, 102103
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Münsterberg (now Ziębice, Poland), 127n, 144-145
Munzingen (Baden), 149
mustard seed, xii, 7, 48
nationalism, 121n
Neunburg vorm Wald (Bavaria),
16n, 50n, 66
Neustadt (now Prudnik, Poland), 127n, 129
Noha, Fr. Francis, 31-32, 36
nondenominational schools. See
schools, nondenominational.
Notre Dame Rule, 14, 16, 22n,
27n, 51
novice director, qualifications,
74
novices, letter to, 136-137
Nowak, Sr. M. Philothea (Johanna), 55, 63
Oestreich, Sr. M. Lucia (Victoria), 86, 98, 133-134
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Oppeln (now Opole, Poland),
49n, 75-77, 81, 87, 125n,
127n, 132, 149
Orb (now Bad Orb, Germany),
132, 143, 149
orphanages, 2-3, 50, 64, 84
Paintner, Dr. (Secretary), 7, 9,
12, 19-20, 30-31
Pancratia Rösler, Sr. M. See
Rösler, Sr. M. Pancratia.
papal decree of recognition, 4951, 53, 58
peace, 43, 49, 113, 132, 137, 140
penance, 26
Peter Fourier, St. See Fourier,
St. Peter.
Peter’s Pence, 119, 136
Petri, Sr. M. Mathilde (Frances),
25, 63, 94-95, 103, 104
Pfaffenhofen (Austrian Tyrol),
139

Philippina Kühn, Sr. M. See
Kühn, Sr. M. Philippina.
Philomena Blattner, Sr. M. See
Blattner, Sr. M. Philemona.
Philothea Nowak, Sr. M. See
Nowak, Sr. M. Philothea.
Pia George, Sr. M. See George,
Sr. M. Pia.
Pia Linke, Sr. M. See Linke, Sr.
M. Pia.
Pius IX (Pope), 26-27, 41, 50-51,
61, 133n, 136n
Polish language, 14, 75-76, 129
Polycarpa Machill, Sr. M. See
Machill, Sr. M. Polycarpa.
Polycarpa Wolf, Sr. M. See Wolf,
Sr. M. Polycarpa.
poverty, 17-18, 35, 57, 70, 84,
139, 140
Prause, Sr. M. Dominica (Maria), 105, 133-134
prayer, 21, 26, 27, 29-30, 36, 37,
39, 49, 52
promises, 61-62, 95, 113, 137,
146
Pulcheria Caffier, Sr. M. See
Caffier, Sr. M. Pulcheria.
Radegundis Bruder, Sr. M. See
Bruder, Sr. M. Radegundis.
Raphaela Beck, Sr. M. See Beck,
Sr. M. Raphaela.
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See papal decree of recognition.
reconciliation, 89-90
Reisach, Carl August (Archbishop of Munich and Freising), 2,
25n, 26-28, 30, 67n; plan for
the congregation, 33-34, 51.
See also List of Documents.
religious habit, 140
Rinn, Frederick (SJ), 28
Risorgimento, 133n
rock, 57
roots, 21, 102
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86, 98, 134
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Rottenburg (Württemberg), 3n,
10, 26, 31
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Sacred Heart, 18, 80, 137, 146
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143
Sailer, John Michael (Bishop of
Regensburg), 16n, 83n
Schimpke, Sr. M. Eulalia (Caroline), 86, 98
Schimpke, Sr. M. Zita, 116-117
Schlicht, Sr. M. Melania (Katherine), 12, 13n, 22, 23, 25, 32n,
47n
Schmidt, Sr. M. Edmunda (Alexandra), 17, 67
Schmidt, Sr. M. Ignatia (Sophie),
82, 133-134, 135
Schneider, Fr. Gabriel, 28n
Scholastica Menne, Sr. M. See
Menne, Sr. M. Scholastica.
Scholz, Sr. M. Martha (Mathilde), 105
schools, nondenominational, 138
Schulte, Sr. M. Margaretha Alacoque (Marie), 150
Schuster, Sr. M. Joseph
Calasanctia (Pauline), 150
Schwarzenberg, Cardinal Frederick von (Prince Archbishop
of Prague), 46n, 78, 79-80
Schwarzer, Sr. M. Euphrosine
(Marie), 150
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Schweitzer, Sr. M. Melanie (Cäcilia), 150
Sebalda Gattermann, Sr. M. See
Gattermann, Sr. M. Sebalda.
secularism, 121n
seed, 42, 44, 47, 58, 80, 96, 113,
137. See also mustard seed.
seedbed, 48, 65, 67, 73, 96
Seemann, Sr. M. Liguoria, 150
Segwald, Sr. M. Johanna Nepomucene (Theresa), 12, 13n,
41n, 43, 47n
self-denial, 35
Seneca, Sr. M. Liboria (Aloysia),
43, 81
Seraphica Berth, Sr. M. See
Berth, Sr. M. Seraphica.
Siegert, Fr. Matthias, 1n, 16, 19,
28-30, 32, 39, 75, 97
Siegroth, Sr. M. Hyacintha von
(Fanny), 150
Silesia, xi-xii; mission in, 2, 3, 4,
12, 41, 47, 48, 59-60, 66-68,
71, 79, 132; novitiate, 61, 65,
66-68; closure of missions,
140, 147
Sintzel, Fr. Michael, 29
Sisters of Charity of St. Charles
Borromeo, 118n, 119
socialism, 121n
Society of Jesus, 138-139
Sophie Botzian, Sr. M. See
Botzian, Sr. M. Sophie.
sorrow, 23, 24, 30, 52, 55, 88
Sorrowful Mother, 41, 47, 59
Späth, Sr. M. Cuno, 133-134
Spirit of the Constitutions, 27n,
50n, 79n
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Poland), 49n, 77n
St. Boniface Society, 81n
St. John’s Home (Breslau), 66n
St. Lawrence Cemetery (Breslau), 25n
Stadtamhof (Bavaria), 16n, 2122, 22n, 50
star, 69, 73
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Steisslingen (Baden), 149
Stiessberger, Sr. M. Bernardine,
25
storms, 44, 59, 135, 140, 147
Striegau (now Strzegom, Poland), 127n, 144-145, 149
suffering, 7, 23, 26, 32-33, 39,
57, 59, 92, 137, 142
Suing, Sr. M. Ludgera (Theresa),
76, 104
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