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Preface to Volume 8
Volume 8 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger includes documents that refer to the growth and
development of the mission of the School Sisters of Notre
Dame at the Brede Convent near Brakel in Westphalia. A
motherhouse was established there in 1860 and sisters were
sent from the Brede Convent to new houses in various areas
of Prussia or to houses in other countries.
As part of the process leading toward the beatification of
Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger in 1985, 5,337 documents, which she either wrote or signed, were gathered and
copied by hand. These copies were notarized, numbered,
packed in a large trunk, and taken to Rome. On December
17, 1929, they were presented to the Sacred Congregation of
Rites for further examination. This material is referred to
here as the beatification collection.
Since it was beyond the scope of this work to locate original letters still extant in numerous archives, translations
were done from the notarized copies in the beatification collection. Some of the material in this collection was copied
from archival copies of the original documents and these
copies did not always include a signature. This does not
imply that the original document was unsigned.
A few documents in the beatification collection were either undated or misdated. Further study of these documents and their context helped determine probable dates,
which are indicated in brackets. Since the documents in this
volume are arranged chronologically, they do not always appear in numerical sequence. A numerical list of documents
can be found at the end of the book.
Words in the texts of the letters that appear in brackets
were added in order to help identify persons or places mentioned in the letters. Italics are used to indicate underlined
text found in the documents of the beatification collection.

x

Mother Theresa’s use of the name, Poor School Sisters
(Arme Schulschwestern), as well as the word order has been
retained in this translation.
Place names are those commonly used in Mother
Theresa’s time. If the same place is known by a different
name today, a footnote supplies this information.
Efforts have been made to identify the recipients of each
letter. Titles are used in the headings and salutations, but
the nineteenth-century practice of repeating titles throughout the text and closing of a letter has been dropped for the
most part in this translation. Formal closings have been
simplified and are usually given as “Respectfully yours.”
After the beatification collection was delivered to Rome
in 1929, additional documents were found that can be attributed to Mother Theresa or that were commissioned by
her. This volume includes 13 of these documents, which are
identified with a number followed by a letter, e.g., 2072 a.
In this volume, documents that were not included in the
beatification collection are classified as (1) an autograph, (2)
a transcript, or (3) a typescript. An autograph is a manuscript in the author’s handwriting. A transcript is an early,
handwritten copy of an original document. A typescript is a
typewritten copy of a document.

xi

Introduction
With the consent of their spouses and the approval of the
bishop, Bernd and Diedrich von Asseburg donated “three
barren and desolate pieces of land up the Brede” (a small
stream), so that a convent could be founded there. “On the
Octave of Pentecost in 1483,” the two brothers signed the
deed “in the presence of the prior of the Augustinians at
Böddeken, the mayor of Brakel, the steward of the Hinnenburg Castle, and many other reliable people.”
A few Augustinian Nuns were sent from Hereford to establish the new convent, which was named Mariae Opferungsthal (Valley of Mary’s Presentation), but more
commonly known as the Brede Convent. They lived according to the rule of St. Augustine, “following Christ through a
life of simplicity, prayer, and work.” Assured of the noble
brothers’ protection, the nuns secured their livelihood “by
the work of their hands.” Other women asked to join them,
and despite great poverty and decades of turmoil in the surrounding area, the convent survived.
During the Thirty Years War (1618-48), however, the
building was burned to the ground and the nuns fled. In
exile for 14 years, they eked out their existence until they
could finally return and gradually rebuild what had been
destroyed.
About the same time, many Augustinian houses, including Mariae Opferungsthal, followed the reform of religious
life that was initiated by St. Peter Fourier (1565-1640). In
addition to their life of prayer and manual work, the nuns
began to teach young girls who came to them for schooling.
They also cared for the sick and for people in need who came
to their door.
The Seven Years War (1756-63) ended decades of relatively peaceful development, and the convent suffered the
horrors and devastation of war. After the war ended in
1763, the descendants of the noble founders did everything

xii

possible “to alleviate the people’s great need, secure peace
and order, and foster the spiritual life.” Their generosity extended to the nuns as well, and by the end of the eighteenth
century, the future of the convent seemed secure. Nevertheless, the Secularization in 1803 pronounced the convent’s
death sentence. Although the nuns were allowed to remain
at Mariae Opferungsthal, they were not allowed to receive
new members. The property eventually returned to the possession of the family of the original donors. The last surviving nun died in 1844, but not before St. Anna Institute,
an orphanage and free school conducted by lay women, had
been established at the Brede Convent.
In order to secure the institute’s continued existence by
entrusting it to a religious congregation, Count Herman
Werner von Bocholtz-Asseburg asked Mother Theresa for
sisters to conduct the institute. The first School Sisters of
Notre Dame were sent to the Brede Convent in May 1850.1
Although Mother Theresa’s letters written between 1849
and 1878 cover a very short period in the long history of the
Brede Convent, they reveal her response to life situations
that were rooted in centuries of experience. Many letters
were written to members of the noble family who had supported the foundation from its beginning in 1483. The sisters continued to provide education for girls and young
women, especially orphans and children whose poverty
would have prevented them from attending school. In response to calls from near and far, sisters were sent from the
Brede Convent to various places in Prussia and to other
countries throughout Central Europe. At the same time, it
was hoped that, with the help of a special group of Adoration
Sisters, perpetual adoration could also be introduced at the
Brede Convent.
Poverty, illness, turmoil, and exile were not lacking in
Mother Theresa’s time. Toward the end of her life, government hostility in Prussia once again sentenced the Brede
Convent to extinction, and once again, the convent survived.
1. The above material is taken from M. Apollinaris Jörgens, Up der
Breden, 1483, 1833, 1983: Festschrift zum Doppeljubiläum . . .
(Paderborn: Bonifatius-Druckerei, 1983) 13-33.
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In 1860, Mother Theresa wrote: “Good things come into
being only with suffering, and the more they are shaken by
storms, the more firmly established they will become.”2 In
2008, the Brede Convent celebrated 525 years of life that
began on “three barren and desolate pieces of land up the
Brede.”

The Brede Convent near Brakel after 1854

2. See Document 3180 a, p. 94.
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1849—1852
816:

To Agnes Finke
Brede Convent near Brakel

Munich
October 1849

J!M!

Dear Sister Agnes,
Thanks be to God, Fr. [Matthias] Siegert and I arrived
safely at our dear motherhouse in Munich where we found
our people in good health!2
Thank you once again, dear Sisters Agnes and Marie,3
for all the love and kindness you showed us while we were
at the Brede Convent.4 We are praying to God about the
1

1. Agnes Finke (1812-80), a certified teacher, came to the orphanage
at the Brede Convent in 1836. Together with Baroness Ludowine von
Haxthausen (1795-1872), who was in charge of the orphanage, and several other teachers, she lived a quasi-religious life based on the evangelical counsels. After the baroness left the Brede Convent in 1848, Agnes
took charge of the orphanage. When Mother Theresa visited there in October 1849, Agnes asked to enter the congregation of the Poor School Sisters.
2. On October 9, 1849, Mother Theresa and Fr. Siegert arrived at
the Brede Convent. They stayed for a few days in order to make arrangements for the opening of a mission there.
3. Marie Wernekink worked with Agnes in the orphanage and
wanted to enter the order, but poor health prevented her from ever becoming a religious.
4. Although the former Augustinian Convent was named Mariae
Opferungsthal (Valley of Mary’s Presentation), it was more commonly
known as the Brede Convent, even after it was closed and the property
sold.
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possibility of a convent there, and we hope that we can send
our statement to the count and his family soon.5
You, dear Agnes, must persevere with Sister Marie in
the institute at the Brede Convent until everything is settled. After our order takes charge of the institute and things
are running smoothly, it will be your turn, dear good Agnes,
to enter the novitiate in our motherhouse here.
For now, please send us Cecilia [Müller] immediately
and [Maria] Brockmann, too, if, as you have written, she has
a religious vocation to our order and teaching skills. They
should bring all their certificates. With God’s grace, we will
give both young women an education so that they can become capable members of the order. Then we hope it will be
easier for us to proceed with Church and secular authorities.
Since the school year for our new candidates has already
begun, we look forward to the arrival of Cecilia and Maria
Brockmann any day now. God will surely send you help in
another way, dear Agnes, so that you can continue your
school until our sisters come and lighten your burden. Is
there no one among the poor boarders who could help you?
Since the route to Munich through Karlshafen, Kassel,
Fulda, Würzburg, and Nuremberg was very good, we recommend it to Maria Brockmann.
We send our best wishes to your dear charges and encourage them to be very good children.
Dear good Sister, let us remain closely united in love and
prayer until God grants us the grace to work together, to
suffer for the Lord, and to serve God well as religious, both
in life and in death!

5. Count Herman Werner von Bocholtz-Asseburg (1770-1849) purchased the Brede Convent in 1812 and allowed the nuns to continue living there. In 1830, he founded an orphanage and elementary school for
poor children at the former convent. Two years later, his sister-in-law,
Baroness Ludowine von Haxthausen, took charge of the institute. When
she left the foundation in 1848, Count von Bocholtz-Asseburg wanted to
insure its continued existence by handing it over to a religious order.
Count Joseph von Stolberg-Stolberg (1804-59) suggested that he contact
Mother Theresa in Munich.
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A letter from Cecilia Müller just arrived and a copy is
enclosed. Dear Agnes, do you know Sophie6 or could you interview her? If she is capable of being a teacher and in good
health, and if you think that she is of upright character and
has a religious vocation, then she could come with Cecilia. If
Sophie would not be particularly suitable for our order in
every respect, she would have to make the trip back again at
her own expense.
We do not think it would be advisable for Sophie or Cecilia to bring their beds. Sophie should keep her little property together as much as possible. Perhaps you, good Agnes,
could store at the Brede Convent whatever she cannot easily bring with her.
We will pray that God will bring the young women safely
to us.
Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Ther. of Jesus
821:

To Agnes Finke
Brede Convent near Brakel

Munich

[After November 8, 1849]
Dearly loved Sister Agnes,

J!M!

We are answering your letter of November 8 by return
mail. I must ask your forgiveness, dear Agnes, for our delay
in sending sisters to our institute in the Brede Convent. As
long as it must be seen from the outside as no more than an
ordinary business transaction, the cause under consideration needs to be discussed thoroughly and made secure if it
is to last.8
6. No further identification of this person is available.
7. Although the copy prepared for the beatification process gives the
date as November 8, internal evidence indicates that this letter had to be
written a few days later.
8. The proposed foundation was in a predominantly Catholic region,
but the area was subject to the kingdom of Prussia which was Protestant
for the most part. There was strong opposition to Catholicism, and the
Prussian government did not recognize Catholic institutes until 1854.
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On our journey home from the Brede Convent, Fr.
[Matthias] Siegert took one route, while I went to Amberg so
that I could speak about the entire matter in person with
Dr. [Francis] Wilhelm (Count Diedrich’s9 authorized representative). Dr. Wilhelm came here on business only a few
days ago, and everything was settled with the Munich city
court. Then he left to confirm the agreement with Count
Diedrich.
Our archbishop10 has been well informed and is in complete agreement with everything. He himself will settle the
matter with the bishop of Paderborn11 as soon as Count
Diedrich has given us his return statement and approached
our archbishop.
After everything is arranged and settled, the sisters will
come. We recognize the hand of God in this work. How could
we delay?
As far as you are concerned, dear Agnes, your surrender
to God’s most holy will and your submissive obedience are
God’s gifts for which you will show childlike gratitude as you
quietly wait until God calls you to come here. God can and
will shorten this time! With great confidence, surrender
yourself unconditionally to God!
Would you kindly write to Cecilia [Müller] and tell her to
go to the Brede Convent with the other candidate who applied. Then she should come here to Munich as soon as possible, either alone or with the latter—at your discretion.
Nevertheless, dear Agnes, it could be that neither will come.
God will help you recognize their suitability in every respect.
If talent and good will are there, we will gladly prepare the
young women whom God sends us, preferably in our motherhouse. Their training will be complete, each according to
the knowledge she already has.
9. Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg (1812-92) was the eldest
son and heir of Count Herman Werner von Bocholtz-Asseburg, who died
on October 8, 1849, the day before Mother Theresa arrived at the Brede
Convent.
10. Carl August von Reisach (1800-69), Archbishop of Munich and
Freising (1846-56), Curia Cardinal (1856-69)
11. John Francis Drepper (1787-1855), Bishop of Paderborn (184555)
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This also holds for the dear children in Paderborn who
want to join us. In the meantime, they should complete
their education and training as far as possible, above all in
holiness, for our vocation demands our own sanctity so that
we are able to go out into the whole world like the apostles
and work all the more effectively for the ennobling of children’s souls. This is the most important responsibility of
our calling. Since we profess this vow in addition to the
three ordinary evangelical counsels, we must live it as well.12
I urgently recommend Countess Maria13 to your daily
prayer and to that of Marianne [Wernekink]14—to whom I
send heartfelt greetings—for such a vocation is God’s work.
Is the sick orphan well again? The dear little ones
should pray for us daily, as we do for them, and be very Godfearing and obedient.
Fr. [Matthias] Siegert cordially returns your greetings.
Your letter made him happy and, God willing, so will your
speedy arrival here. Please do not forget the books we discussed.
Long live Jesus and Mary!
M. Theresa of Jesus

12. Besides the three vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, the
sisters who taught the elementary subjects, languages, needlework, drawing, or music professed a fourth vow to devote themselves to the education
and character formation of children.
13. In November 1849, Countess Maria von Bocholtz-Asseburg
(1822-88), youngest daughter of Count Herman von Bocholtz-Asseburg,
wrote to Mother Theresa and asked to be admitted into the order.
14. Marie Wernekink was also known as Marianne.
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872:

To Archbishop Carl August von Reisach
Munich
J!M!

Munich

April 3, 1850

Your Excellency! Most Reverend Archbishop!
The Call of the Poor School Sisters to the Brede Convent in
Westphalia
As you already know from earlier verbal and written
communications, Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
from the Hinnenburg15 intends to hand over the former Augustinian convent (including the grounds and cash income)
at the Brede Convent near Brakel in Westphalia to the Poor
School Sisters on a provisional basis. The sisters would
have the right to its use until the order obtains corporation
rights, which are necessary if a Catholic institute is to begin
there.
The institute will include a free school for Catholic girls
and an orphanage. We also intend to establish a boarding
school, which is desirable because there is no such Catholic
educational institute in the area. This institute is expected
to open at the beginning of May because devout believers
from another place would like to begin a foundation that will
provide for May devotions there.16
I have already examined the entire situation, and my
soul was moved in every respect.17
Since time is pressing, I submit my petition that you
would graciously grant us permission to travel and that you
would recommend the institute under discussion to the
15. The Hinnenburg Castle belongs to the von Bocholtz-Asseburg
family and is located near Brakel in North Rhine-Westphalia.
16. In this context, a foundation is a gift to the Church, given either
as a donation or through a will in order to support a spiritual work, either
in perpetuity or for a designated length of time. The proceeds from the
foundation mentioned here were used to provide a stipend for the priest
to conduct the May devotions, the candles needed, and so forth.
17. See Footnote 2, p. 1.
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bishop of Paderborn. Initiated with the beautiful Marian
devotion on May 4, the feast of the mother of the patron of
our order, St. Augustine,19 the institute could then begin.
The appointed sisters could also make immediate preparations for the journey, for which we also request your episcopal blessing.20
In the confident hope that this petition will be granted as
soon as possible, I remain respectfully yours,
18

Mar. Ther. of J.
873:

To Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Hinnenburg Castle near Brakel

Noble Count!

J!M!

Munich

April 3, 1850

It was Dr. [Francis] Wilhelm’s pressing duties and not
our doing that made it take unusually long to prepare the
written resolution of our common cause regarding the Brede
Convent.21 Therefore, we informed our bishop22 that I, relying on your word and handshake, had decided that the
building and chapel should be put into good structural condition and that a priest should be appointed so that the
promise that was made could be kept. Then you could see
what we really intend to do. Those important decisions,
18. Bishop Drepper
19. St. Monica
20. On April 26, 1850, Dr. Windischmann, Vicar-General of the Archdiocese of Munich and Freising, wrote to Mother Theresa and stated that
Archbishop Reisach granted the sisters both permission to travel and his
episcopal blessing on the undertaking. See Copia Publica (Transcript,
Generalate) 3842-43.
21. On March 5, 1850, a contract entrusting the institute at the
Brede Convent to the Poor School Sisters was prepared, but certain legal
requirements, as well as Count Diedrich’s final approval, were still lacking. Mother Theresa was willing to open a mission at the Brede Convent,
confident that the sisters’ work there would win the respect of the government, which would then grant the approval necessary for the completion of the contract.
22. Archbishop Reisach
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which we made together with Count von Stolberg—we express our deepest sympathy on the painful loss he has suffered23—and with Fr. Bruns, the pastor,24 will take effect.
Sisters will be sent to the Brede Convent by the end of the
month so that the Catholic institute can open on May 4, the
feast of St. Monica who was the mother of Augustine, our
order’s patron.
If this is agreeable to you, could you kindly respond with
a Yes? Then we would set out on the journey and the documents could be taken care of in the meantime. According to
our archbishop’s statement, he will speak with the bishop of
Paderborn25 as soon as possible, announce our arrival, and
recommend us to the bishop’s care so that the institute can
open as a Catholic institute.
Would you kindly acknowledge our statement and, with
your entire noble family, grant us the assurance of your
noble benevolence.
Respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
Poor School Sister of Notre Dame

23. Count Joseph von Stolberg-Stolberg introduced Count Herman
Werner von Bocholtz-Asseburg to the Poor School Sisters and, as Count
Herman’s representative, met with Mother Theresa in Munich in July
1849. Count von Stolberg’s wife, Maria Theresa, died at the age of 38 on
February 1, 1850, leaving five children.
24. Fr. Frederick Bruns (1805-71) was the dean and pastor in Brakel
from 1846 until 1871. In this position, he was also the district school inspector.
25. Bishop Drepper

1849—1852
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To Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Hinnenburg Castle near Brakel

Noble Count!

J!M!

9

Munich

April 14, 1850

Complying with your wish, the long-awaited School Sisters came to Munich in order to make preparations for conducting the orphanage and free school at the Brede Convent
and establishing a boarding school there so that they can
more easily support themselves. I have already spoken with
your mother about this.26
If God gives the grace, for which we all pray, the work of
the new Catholic educational institute will be blessed. May
this mustard seed grow into a tree of life for the poor
Catholic young people of Prussia!
Our archbishop27 (and I) wrote to the bishop of Paderborn28 about the institute at the Brede Convent and mentioned that we would very much like to open it on May 4.
Our mutual agreement still holds. I think we should wait
with the written contract until the first year is past because
it cannot be drawn up the way we would all like it to be anyway.29 Perhaps it will go better next year. For us, your word
is as good as a signed and sealed document. The School Sisters will strive to fulfill their obligations, and therefore, the
matter is settled for now in the quickest manner. Since your
mother is returning soon and will explain more in person, I
can be brief in this regard.
United in prayer,
M. Ther. of J.
Superior

26. In April 1850, Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg (17921879) brought her youngest daughter Maria to the candidature in Munich.
27. Archbishop Reisach
28. See Document 885, p. 10, addressed to Bishop Drepper.
29. See Footnote 21, p. 7.
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To Bishop John Francis Drepper
Paderborn

April 27, 1850

J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Introduction of the Poor School Sisters’ Institute at the
Brede Convent near Brakel
As you already know, Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg from the Hinnenburg Castle intends to transfer a
section of his property, the former Augustinian Convent
known as the Brede Convent near Brakel, to the order of the
School Sisters on a provisional basis until the order has obtained corporation rights in Prussia. This would take place
on the condition that we conduct the already existing orphanage and free school, to which we would add a boarding
school.
With your permission, it would be our most ardent desire
to celebrate the solemn opening of the institute at the Brede
Convent on May 4, the feast of St. Monica, the mother of St.
Augustine, who, according to the Notre Dame Rule, is our
holy founder.30 This celebration would be in connection with
a May devotion, which, according to what we have heard,
has already been established by devout believers.
Our archbishop gives further details in his respectfully
enclosed, handwritten letter.31 My dear sisters who are com30. St. Peter Fourier (1565-1640) was a Canon of St. Augustine and
the pastor in Mattaincourt in Lorraine. Together with Blessed Alix Le
Clerc (1576-1622), he founded the Congrégation Notre-Dame (Congregation of Our Lady) in 1597. In order to assure their recognition as apostolic
women religious, the members of the congregation were also known as
Canonesses of St. Augustine after 1628. On August 28, 1645, Pope Innocent X approved the Notre Dame Rule, which Peter Fourier completed for
this congregation shortly before he died on December 9, 1640.
31. On April 24, 1850, Archbishop Reisach wrote to Bishop Drepper,
recommended the sisters and the congregation, and expressed his hope
that the quiet beginning in a private institute at the Brede Convent would
be a nucleus for the order’s expansion in the northern German-speaking
areas. (Typescript, Brede Convent)
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ing to the Brede Convent, M. Philomena Blattner, who will
be the superior, M. Ildephonsa Eisenhofer, and M. Peregrina Manhardt, will deliver this letter personally. I recommend them to your episcopal benevolence.
I would also like to submit my request that the pastor in
Brakel, Fr. [Frederick] Bruns, a very worthy pastor whom
we had the opportunity to meet, would hear the confessions
of the sisters and thus be appointed as their ordinary confessor. I also asked this noted pastor to help the sisters in
spiritual matters.32
May the merciful God bless the new educational institute! I ask for your episcopal blessing so that the institute
will flourish, grow stronger, and bear fruit for the honor and
glory of God, the consolation of the Church, and the salvation of the immortal souls of children!
Respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
886:

To Father Frederick Bruns
Brakel
Our Motherhouse in Munich
April 27, 1850
J!M!

Most Reverend Pastor!
Our archbishop from here33 and I have already written
to the bishop of Paderborn.34 We recommended the sisters
who are coming to the Brede Convent and asked that you
would be permitted to hear their confessions. Now I ask that
you would kindly give them some help in spiritual matters.
I would like to say that Sister M. Philomena [Blattner],
who will be in charge, has a sanguine temperament. It
would be well to restrain her great zeal, especially regarding
the school, because her health and religious discipline often
suffer due to her zealous activity. M. Ildephonsa [Eisenhofer] is a soul full of motherly love, simplicity, and loyalty,
32. See Document 886, pp. 11-12.
33. Archbishop Reisach
34. See Document 885, pp. 10-11, addressed to Bishop Drepper.
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but she is a bit anxious. She will serve the orphanage and
boarding school well, especially as a needlework teacher. M.
Peregrina [Manhardt] will take care of the household and—
I feel bound in conscience to be very open with you as a confessor—she needs frequent spiritual encouragement because
she is forgetful and neglects her duties now and then. Since
we are such poor humans, we readily humble ourselves.
One further petition—that you would kindly lend your
support so that, in God, the Catholic educational institute
will blossom, grow strong, and bear fruit, especially since
many people from near and far will observe it closely. If God
blesses it, everything will go well.
If something important should happen or obstacles arise,
please turn to our motherhouse immediately! We are always most willing to oblige.
Respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
899:

To Agnes Finke
Brede Convent near Brakel

Dear Sister Agnes,

J!M!

[After May 4, 1850]

You rejoice in God that our poor sisters have arrived35
and that you are now a candidate but, dear Agnes, we must
wait and see if we rejoiced too soon. Since we are all poor
sinners, you will see many imperfections in our sisters. The
grace of God will determine whether they will work for the
glory of God or not.
Furthermore, my dear Agnes, when you come to our
motherhouse someday and perhaps do not find what you expected, as often happens in human life, who knows if your
hopes will be disappointed in manifold ways? For this reason, I can only ask you repeatedly to bear in love the weaknesses of our sisters. Please give them a helping hand
35. Sisters M. Philomena Blattner, M. Ildephonsa Eisenhofer, and
M. Peregrina Manhardt arrived at the Brede Convent on May 2, 1850.
The mission opened officially on the feast of St. Monica, May 4, 1850.
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where you alone can and plead incessantly that God’s most
holy will be done in you and in us!
At the same time, I am sorry that you and good Marie
[Wernekink] went to so much trouble for the reception of our
sisters. We wanted to avoid all that. You also indicated the
various hardships awaiting our sisters. We were certainly
aware of the difficulties from the beginning. When it involves the reign of God, such hardships may not be absent
but, dear Agnes, why did you not inform us about them
sooner and in greater detail? Perhaps you were not allowed
to do so.
Incidentally, we rejoice in God that our dear orphan children made very good resolutions. May God grant the children the grace to put them into practice so that they will
become very good, upright young women!
I send cordial greetings in the Lord to you, to Sister
Marie, and to Frances [Petri]. Fr. [Matthias] Siegert, who
certainly will not forget you at the daily Sacrifice of the
Mass, also sends greetings in the Lord. Countess Maria [von
Bocholtz-Asseburg] also wishes to send greetings and asks
for your prayers so that, with grace from above, she may
make good progress and persevere in her vocation.
Let us pray very fervently for one another!
Praised be Jesus Christ!
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
977:

To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel

Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 20, 1851
J!M!

Very Reverend Pastor!
Please accept the expression of my sincere gratitude for
your kind letter regarding God’s work! If our sisters’ endeavors are blessed, all honor and glory be to God in whose
hands we are only weak instruments!
You would like us to send more personnel so that,
through the establishment of a boarding school, the insti-
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tute would gain a firm footing and flourish. If the government does not allow the sisters to teach without passing an
examination, however, we will not be able to send any sisters. The order cannot allow itself to be bound and must be
free to transfer or change its personnel as circumstances require.36
With the orphanage in its present condition, however, I
also know from experience that no matter how much our sisters cherish poverty, they will not be able to survive without
a boarding school. Nevertheless, the main foundation must
be securely established before we can begin something of
secondary importance, namely, a boarding school. I must
also mention that the sisters’ journey there will require another considerable expense, to say nothing of the unusually
heavy demands on our current personnel as a result of
death, illness, and the need to staff new foundations in our
own Bavarian land.
Since the teacher Pieper came here without waiting for
a definite decision, we sent her back. If one judges her heart
from her conversation and considers the visible results of
her probation, we find no reason to regret our step.
The teacher Agnes Finke was also promised admittance
if the Brede Convent would be handed over to the order according to the conditions agreed upon, but those conditions
still have not been met.37 Until the decision was made, our
sisters were not really allowed to teach there either.38 Moreover, the sisters will have to get their bearings in a strange
country first. Agnes has not missed anything because she
would have to spend a year of probation in the candidature,
either here or there. Since she would enter the novitiate
36. Only Prussian subjects were allowed to take the examination required to teach in Prussian schools. If the sisters wished to teach, they
were required to give up their Bavarian citizenship, but Mother Theresa
did not favor this since these sisters could no longer be transferred to the
places where they were needed.
37. See Footnote 21, p. 7.
38. On August 20, 1850, the first three sisters became naturalized
citizens of Prussia, which made it possible for them to take the required
teaching examination in Prussia. The institute, however, still had to be
approved by the kingdom of Prussia and obtain corporation rights before
the property could be transferred.
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only after a successful candidature, I have not broken my
promise in this regard. Though mature and experienced,
Agnes must expect to be tested in our order like anyone else,
and it would not speak well of her if she could not withstand
this first, natural testing.39
Long before receiving your letter, I asked the sisters for
medical reports on Agnes because, even if I am the superior
of the order, I cannot and may not act arbitrarily. According to the most recent reports, I see that good Agnes, whom
I had hoped to receive into the novitiate at Easter, is suffering so much that she will not be able to endure the long
journey, another climate, and a different way of life. You
will gather from all this that it did not make sense to act in
any other way, even though I love Agnes and certainly recognize what she has meant to the Brede Convent for the
past 12 years.
Since Agnes made this sacrifice for God and not for our
order, your charity will not blame us for this. If she would
wish to continue conducting the institute as in her former
position, we would not be envious and stand in her way,
even for a moment. On the other hand, if she desires to
enter another order, we would not place any obstacle in her
path. In view of her advanced age and constant illness, however, another order would do well to consider the matter
carefully. Acceptance would be an advantage for Agnes, but
not for the order. For the latter, it would be an unbearable
burden unless God gives help. Filled with gratitude, I can
only venerate God’s holy providence that the contract was
not made immediately40 and I must proclaim, “God has done
all things well!”
Finally, you put me to shame by expressing your gratitude to me for having burdened you with the spiritual direction of our sisters because I know well what this
responsibility means. I would not have ventured to lay this
burden on you if I had not heard so much about your holy
zeal for souls and your love for this work of God, and even
39. Mother Theresa asked Agnes Finke to stay at the Brede Convent
until the sisters no longer needed her help.
40. See Document 877, p. 9.
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more, if I had not seen it for myself. I was consoled that, following the example of Jesus the Good Shepherd, you were
happy to accept my request immediately.41
Although I still cannot respond to your request and tell
you about our rules, I will present them to the bishop42 in
due time when everything is settled and if the sisters are
still at the Brede Convent.43
I was very happy to hear that the bishop of Paderborn
visited the little convent.
Countess Maria [von Bocholtz-Asseburg], who has already begun her spiritual preparation for reception, asks for
your prayer. In her own words, she said to me on entering,
“Oh, dear God, the little children and the boarders here
know far more than I in every respect!” You can draw your
own conclusions about how far her previous knowledge extended and what efforts her progress demanded and will
continue to demand. She was not thoroughly instructed in
French either.
Asking for your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of J
Continued on May 1, 1851
Since Agnes Finke arrived at our motherhouse in the
meantime, we wanted to wait a little so that we would have
something definite to say about her. The last illness affected
Agnes so severely that, from the very beginning, her appearance frightened us and we became concerned. We took
her to our physician who said that her constantly recurring
nervous headaches would make her unsuitable for the classroom, especially since her very irritable disposition continues to aggravate this condition.

41. See Document 886, pp. 11-12.
42. Bishop Drepper
43. At the time this letter was written, Mother Theresa was working
on the outline of a rule that would be based on the sisters’ experience
since the congregation was founded in 1833.
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After all this, Agnes did not receive the majority vote
from our chapter as required by our holy rule.44 In God’s
name, therefore, she had to be kept back from reception on
Easter Monday.45
In our daily prayer, we urgently recommended to God
the decision regarding Agnes because the only way to keep
our promise of admittance is by allowing Agnes to remain
in the order in secular dress.46 If our sisters really take the
teaching examination with the other candidates in Paderborn—which I disapprove of, although the sisters do not fear
the examination—and are then recognized by the state as
public school teachers, even if with difficulty, it will not be
necessary for Agnes to return to the Brede Convent.
Agnes should not have been so insistent, which never
comes from God. Since she is better acquainted with the
country and its customs than the first sisters whom we sent
to Prussia, Agnes should have waited patiently instead of
leaving the institute just when it was beginning.
Praised be Jesus Christ!
[No Signature]
980:

To Archbishop Carl von Reisach
Munich
J!M!

Munich
April 6, 1851

Your Excellency! Most Reverend Archbishop!
Reception of Candidates for Religious Life
The candidates listed below have asked to be received
into the order and invested with the holy habit:
44. Until their own rule was approved for six years in 1859, the sisters lived according to the Notre Dame Rule compiled by St. Peter Fourier
and the Spirit of the Constitutions of the Poor School Sisters of Notre
Dame written in 1833 by Fr. Francis Sebastian Job (1767-1834).
45. Easter Monday fell on April 21, 1851.
46. In other words, Agnes would have remained a candidate all her
life.
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1. Maria von Asseburg, daughter of a count and
landowner, born August 17, 1822, at the Hinnenburg Castle
near Brakel, Kingdom of Prussia
2. Eva Bauer, daughter of a landowner, born June 29,
1830, in Hohenwald, Judicial District of Tirschenreuth
3. Theresa Blomeier, daughter of a landowner, born in
Reichertshofen, Judicial District of Neumarkt
4. Theresa Bourgoin, daughter of a farmer, born November 8, 1820, in Nordhausen in Alsace
5. Emma Dreher, daughter of a master teacher, born
March 21, 1824, in Gmünd, Kingdom of Württemberg
6. Margaret Endres, daughter of a miller, born March
24, 1831, in Pfreimd, Judicial District of Nabburg
7. Barbara Fanger, daughter of a royal coachman, born
February 6, 1832, in Munich
8. Agnes Finke47
9. Barbara Herz, daughter of an administrator, born
January 20, 1827, in Augsburg
10. Anna Huber, daughter of a day laborer, born March
19, 1833, in Ingolstadt
11. Theresa Höchstetter, daughter of a landowner, born
March 29, 1830, in Burgweinting near Regensburg
12. Maria Jahrstorfer, daughter of a landowner, born
October 17, 1833, in Rengersdorf, Judicial District of Landau
13. Anna Leipold, daughter of a master carpenter, born
December 11, 1822, in Würzburg
14. Walburga Möges, daughter of a shoemaker, born November 29, 1832, in Reichertshofen, Judicial District of Neumarkt
15. Crescentia Nassl, daughter of a saddler, born February 6, 1831, in Munich
16. Anna Neubauer, daughter of a town clerk, born February 26, 1833, in Eschenbach
17. Frances Petri, daughter of a baker, born February
27, 1825, in Heiligenstadt, Kingdom of Prussia
47. See Document 977, pp. 13-17.
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18. Pauline Pfriemer, daughter of a merchant, born
March 15, 1832, in Rottenburg, Kingdom of Württemberg
19. Monica Probst, daughter of a landowner, born October 16, 1832, in Brandten, Judicial District of Regen
20. Elizabeth Riedhammer, daughter of a sacristan,
born December 19, 1832, in Raitenbuch, Judicial District of
Beilngries
21. Crescentia Ruland, daughter of a landowner, born
February 23, 1830, in Eglshöf, Judicial District of Waldmünchen
22. Anna Seelos, daughter of a parish sacristan, born
September 1, 1827, in Füssen
23. Katherine Schindler, daughter of a manager, born
November 23, 1829, in Linden, Judicial District of Nittenau
24. Theresa Schenk, daughter of a landlord, born May 8,
1826, in Rottenburg, Kingdom of Württemberg
25. Elizabeth Straub, daughter of an official assistant,
born August 27, 1833, in Alsterweiler, District of Landau on
the Queich River
26. Anna [Theresa] Stockinger, daughter of a tailor,
born December 15, 1825, in Hirschau, Kingdom of Bohemia
27. Margaret Voraus, daughter of an inquisitor, born
August 28, 1826, in Laaber, Judicial District of Hemau
28. Maria Wiech, daughter of a tanner, born January 1,
1826, in Rottenburg, Kingdom of Württemberg
29. Anna Wittmann, daughter of a feather handler, born
July 26, 1826, in Friedrichsthal, Judicial District of Pilsen,
Kingdom of Bohemia
They have successfully completed their probation in the
candidature and have shown that they are capable of teaching elementary subjects and needlework or of serving in
other ways in the convent. With the grace of God, they
promise to become useful members of the order.
Therefore, the respectfully undersigned supports their
petition made to Your Excellency and requests permission to
invest them with the religious habit on Easter Monday.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
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Statement

Munich
April 21, 1851

Since I have now entered the order of the Poor School
Sisters, I hereby declare that, for the rest of my life, the annual appanage48 of 160 thalers [$112] from the Neuenheerse
Endowment49 will be paid through my brother, Count
Diedrich [von Bocholtz-Asseburg], to the St. Anna Institute
conducted by the Poor School Sisters at the Brede Convent.50
Of these 160 thalers, 80 [$56] are for the benefit of the institute and the other 80 are for the priest whom the superior
will employ for the institute. My earlier statement is hereby
annulled, and this sum goes to the institute, whole and entire, as long as a priest is not appointed specifically for the
institute.
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, April 21, 185151
M. Hedwig, Countess von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Novice of the Poor School Sisters
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
Munich, April 21, 1851
M. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
48. An appanage is a source of revenue such as land given by a noble
for the maintenance of a member of the family.
49. An endowment was established for the oldest unmarried daughter of the von Bocholtz-Asseburg family in Neuenheerse, a place where
noble women were supported by the interest from an endowment until
they left in order to marry, at which time the endowment was passed on
to the next unmarried daughter. Countess Maria von Bocholtz-Asseberg
was the last unmarried daughter in her family.
50. The convent, orphanage, and free school at the Brede Convent
were under the patronage of St. Anna and sometimes referred to as St.
Anna Institute.
51. Countess Maria was received into the order on April 21, 1851,
and given the name, Sister M. Hedwig.
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Munich
April 21, 1851

The Institute of St. Anna, a free school and orphanage
conducted by the Poor School Sisters at the Brede Convent,
is in need of considerable support at the beginning in order
to succeed, flourish, and grow strong. Therefore, with the
knowledge and consent of my superiors, I hereby bequeath
the savings bank book left for this purpose with my brother,
Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg, at the Hinnenburg
Castle with 300 (three hundred) thalers [$210] entered
therein, as a gift to the above-named institute for its free
disposition and administration during my lifetime.
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, April 21, 1851
M. Hedwig, Countess von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Novice of the Poor School Sisters
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
Munich, April 21, 1851
M. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
1016: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
J!M!

Munich
July 2, 1851

Very Reverend Pastor!
Repeated journeys prevented me from expressing earlier
my heartfelt gratitude for your kind letter in June and asking for your patience with my dear sisters who are now at
the Brede Convent. May God help the institute that cannot
survive otherwise!
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Let us leave to God all the current agitation regarding
Agnes, whose character is now revealed!52
Sisters were called to open a mission in Breslau53 this
fall and Sister Philomena [Blattner] must go there for an indefinite time in order to set up the house. Sister Alphonsa
[König] will be the superior at the Brede Convent in the
meantime. Since she is capable of conducting both the elementary classes and the institute, she was was sent to the
Brede Convent so that Sister Philomena could be transferred to Breslau.
Recommending once again the work of God to your pastoral care and repeating the expression of my sincere gratitude, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
889:

To Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Hinnenburg Castle near Brakel

Munich

[ca. July 2, 1851]54
Noble Count!

J!M!

Please accept the expression of my gratitude for your
written communication and for all the charity, kindness,
and genuine help that you are providing for my dear sisters
at the Brede Convent.
In return, may God grant that the institute will bring
you consolation and joy! May God bless you and your dear
family a hundredfold, now and in eternity! As promised,
God will not remain indebted to you.
52. See Document 977, pp. 13-17. Agnes Finke left Munich in June
1851 and entered the Sisters of the Visitation in Pielenhofen near Regensburg. She was received as M. Xaveria in 1852, professed her vows in
1853, and died at the age of 68 on August 15, 1880.
53. Now Wrocŀaw in Poland
54. Although the copy prepared for the beatification process gives
the date as April 1850, this letter had to have been written after May
1851 when Sisters M. Alphonsa König, M. Crescentia Kugelmann, and
M. Veronica Blattner were sent to the Brede Convent.
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The situation in Prussia remains the same—and therefore at the Brede Convent as well—so my arrival there now
would be superfluous and premature.55 Although pressed
for personnel from every side, I sent a few sisters to the
Brede Convent for the time being so that the institute could
improve and one or other sister could be transferred when
necessary. Soon we will take charge of another institute in
Breslau.56
Sister Hedwig [von Bocholtz-Asseburg] feels very much
at home and strives zealously to reach her solemn goal. She
will also write to you about this.
In closing, I recommend the work of God to your prayer.
United in prayer, I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1124: To Dr. Paintner
Breslau (Excerpt)

Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 8, 1852
J!M!

Reverend Secretary!57
. . . With regard to Sister Philomena [Blattner], I did say
at the Brede Convent that she would not remain in Breslau
permanently and that she would return. By this, however,
I did not mean that she would come back to stay at the
Brede Convent, but rather that she would come only for a
short visit. When she was appointed to go to Breslau, there
was such great distress, and everything was done to prevent

55. The Prussian government had not approved the institute at the
Brede Convent or granted it corporation rights yet, and therefore the contract prepared on March 5, 1850, was still unsigned.
56. On October 15, 1851, a mission was opened at Ad Matrem Dolorosam (Sorrowful Mother), an orphanage in Breslau.
57. Dr. Paintner was the secretary for Cardinal Melchior Joseph von
Diepenbrock (1798-1853), Prince Bishop of Breslau (1845-53).
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her from leaving the Brede Convent.58 She will remain in
Breslau for now, and if she is sent to the Brede Convent to
make visitation as my representative, she will return soon.
. . .59
1129: To Baroness Ludowine von Haxthausen
Bökerhof near Bökendorf
Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 16, 1852
J!M!

Noble Baroness!60
As beautiful as the area of activity is that you are offering our sisters, and as gladly as we would like to comply
with your worthy desire, we are simply not in a position to
give you even two sisters to conduct your institute at this
time.61 Many demands are coming to us from all sides in our
own country, and there are now more than 30 applications for sisters on my desk.62 For this reason, we turned to
the pastor [Fr. Frederick] Bruns on several occasions and
asked him to send us talented young women from Prussia
who are either teachers now or capable of becoming certified teachers. Without these candidates, we cannot accept
the places in Prussia that are being offered to our order.
58. When Mother Theresa and Fr. Siegert traveled to the Brede Convent in October 1851, Sister M. Alphonsa König was appointed superior
in place of Sister M. Philomena. Sister M. Philomena and two candidates
from the Brede Convent then traveled with Mother Theresa and Fr.
Siegert to Breslau, a journey of about 350 miles (563 km), where Sister M.
Philomena was appointed superior of the new mission, Ad Matrem Dolorosam.
59. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 9 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
60. Baroness Ludowine von Haxthausen was the sister of Countess
Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg and the aunt of Sister M. Hedwig and
Count Diedrich. After she left the orphanage at the Brede Convent in
1848, she returned to her home at Bökerhof .
61. In early 1852, Baroness Ludowine wrote to Mother Theresa and
requested two sisters to teach the elementary subjects and needlework
to about 60 girls living near her home in Bökendorf.
62. See Footnote 68, p. 26.
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Thanks be to God, our dear Sister Hedwig [von BocholtzAsseburg] is well and happy. She asks for your prayer, as
we also do.
Finally, extending my best regards to your noble brothers and sisters, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Th. of Jesus
1086: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
J!M!

Munich
[After March 16, 1852]63

Very Reverend Pastor!
Instead of sending you help to conduct the school in
Brakel, as you requested, I must take one sister away again,
that is, Alphonsa, who finds it very difficult to adjust to the
Brede Convent and wanted to travel home with me. In God’s
name, the sisters must lovingly share the work as well as
they can until God gives us more help. I also urgently ask
that you would give them your pastoral support. Beginnings are difficult everywhere.
So [Anna] Fuchte is teaching as a candidate at the school
in Brakel. Perhaps God will send us one or other Prussian
teacher who, as a candidate, could take charge of the second
class as soon as the position is vacant.64
Elise Seifert, a certified teacher from Erfurt with the
highest grade, Excellent, will arrive soon at the Brede Convent. According to her certificates, Elise is very good and,
63. Although the copy of this letter in the beatification collection
gives the date as 1851, internal evidence indicates that it was written
after March 16, 1852, the date of Baroness Ludowine von Haxthausen’s
request for sisters. See Document 1129, pp. 24-25.
64. Candidates began teaching in the public school for girls in
Brakel in 1852. The elementary school at the Brede Convent was a free
school for poor children who could not afford to pay the tuition required
at the public school.
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until the sisters from here are ready to take charge,65 she
could take the place of the German teacher at the institute
during the examination.
It would be very desirable if [Helene] Lammers could accompany our dear Sister Alphonsa [König] here so that we
could also be at peace in this regard.66 We do not want to insist, however, and perhaps Luce, the teacher’s daughter,
could come if she is still not ready to take the examination
in Prussia and would prefer to pass it here and be available
to teach in Bavaria.
If the teacher Haas is still determined to come, the
sooner the better, because then we could send you help with
Prussian teachers. To have our sisters naturalized immediately is not in keeping with the structure of our order since
the order must have the right to send its members to any
place at any time.
Unfortunately, I had to turn down Baroness [Ludowine]
von Haxthausen’s request because of the lack of personnel.67
More than 30 places have applied for sisters. Our king recently issued a decree to all local governments stating that,
wherever possible, the schools for girls in Bavaria should
have Poor School Sisters as teachers.68 While this may
sound praiseworthy, it will not happen without God’s providential help. It also causes us great embarrassment.
In closing, I would like to express my sincere gratitude
for all your acts of charity and again ask that you would
65. The Bavarian sisters were allowed to conduct a class only if they
first acquired Prussian citizenship and passed the Prussian teaching examination.
66. Helene Lammers taught at the school for girls in Brakel for several years before the sisters came to the Brede Convent. As a candidate,
she continued teaching at this school until she was received into the novitiate in 1858.
67. See Document 1129, pp. 24-25.
68. On January 9, 1852, a royal decree by Maximilian II (1811-64),
King of Bavaria (1848-64), stated that “in order to prevent the threatening impoverishment of the people, the expansion of the Religious Institute
of the Poor School Sisters would be promoted as much as possible.” It was
impossible for Mother Theresa to comply with all the requests for sisters
which she received as a result of this decree.
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kindly support my sisters. Please be assured that we, on our
part, will be happy to do whatever we can.
Sister Philomena [Blattner] will visit the Brede Convent
from time to time, and perhaps she will come for this year’s
examination. She will also come to help whenever and
wherever she can, just as we will also do.
United in prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1130: To Sisters Alphonsa, Ildephonsa, and Radegundis
Brede Convent near Brakel
[After March 16, 1852]
Dear Sisters Alphonsa, Ildephonsa, and Radegundis,
The whole change of personnel at the Brede Convent was
the result of a misunderstanding. Sister Alphonsa [König]
was supposed to travel to Amberg with Radegundis
[Bruder].69 Liguoria [Holzmann],70 Crescentia [Kugelmann],
and Radegundis [sic]71 were to remain at their post.
In spite of the great cost of repeated travel, which the
motherhouse will cover, and in accordance with my duty, I
can make no other decision than that Sister Alphonsa travel
as directed by the obedience that was sent from the motherhouse on March 16. She certainly would have done this if
Sister Ildephonsa [Eisenhofer] had not become ill.
Sister Radegundis will accompany Sister Alphonsa to
Amberg, where both sisters will wait for the next obedience.
On June 1, Sisters Liguoria, Crescentia, and Veronica
[Blattner] will begin their return trip to their previous mission.
69. Sister M. Radegundis Bruder, whom Mother Theresa sent to the
Brede Convent to install Sister M. Liguoria Holzmann as superior, was to
accompany Sister M. Alphonsa König to Amberg.
70. Sister M. Liguoria Holzmann, also known as Sister M. Alphonsa,
was appointed superior at the Brede Convent.
71. Veronica (Sister M. Veronica Blattner) was probably meant here.
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As far as we are concerned, Katherine, the cook,72 can
remain at the Brede Convent where she will have the opportunity to serve Jesus in the poor orphan children and instruct them in cooking and other household work so that
they can become useful servants.
May Mary, Mother of Our Order, accompany you, dear
Alphonsa and Radegundis, back to your homeland in safety!
Praised be Jesus and Mary!
M. Th. of J.
1182: To Archbishop Carl August von Reisach
Munich (Excerpt)
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters, Munich
May 29, 1852
J!M!
Most Reverend Archbishop! Your Excellency!73
. . . A sister has developed tuberculosis at the Brede Convent in Westphalia, which is expanding. Sister M. Melania
[Schlicht] died in Breslau. Therefore, we are sending Sister
M. Bernardine Stiessberger to help at the Brede Convent,
and Sister M. Mathilde Petri is going to Breslau. They will
need to leave Munich on June 2. . . . 74

72. Katherine’s family name was not given.
73. On April 22, 1852, Archbishop Reisach demanded that Mother
Theresa report every transfer of sisters to him, including those taking
place outside the archdiocese of Munich and Freising.
74. Document 1182 can be found in its entirety in Volume 3 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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1187: To Bishop John Francis Drepper
Paderborn
Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 31, 1852
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
In the midst of our suffering,75 your favorable pastoral
testimonial concerning the work of the Poor School Sisters
at the Brede Convent gave us exceptional consolation and
joy. Please accept our expression of deep gratitude!
We will respond by asking God to bless you and your diocese. Our sisters in Westphalia will also strive to make their
small contribution by educating truly worthy young women
to become Christian servants and mothers, whereby they
will bring joy to your noble heart.
Repeating the expression of our sincere heartfelt gratitude, I also ask you to impart often your episcopal blessing
on our suffering order.
Recommending my dear sisters at the Brede Convent to
your further pastoral benevolence, I remain respectfully
yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

1251: To Dr. Bernard Schels
Rome (Excerpt)

October 30, 1852
Very Reverend Doctor!76
. . . A letter came from Sister Margaret [of Cortona
Wiedemann]. She did not meet the bishop of Paderborn but
heard through the pastor in Brakel77 that His Excellency is
75. See Benilda Dix, SSND, Love Cannot Wait (Milwaukee: School
Sisters of Notre Dame, 1987) 101-117, for an explanation of the situation
in the congregation at the time.
76. Dr. Bernard Schels (1824-94) served as Mother Theresa’s representative in Rome from August 1852 until January 1854.
77. Fr. Bruns
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completely on our side.78 Only the vicar-general79 finds us
unsatisfactory and useless. He says that we need a director,
that we cannot be dependent on the motherhouse in Munich,
and so forth. In short, he is entirely taken up with the Sisters of Charity who recently began in the diocese of Paderborn. . . .80

78. On October 30, 1852, Bishop Drepper signed the testimonial
written earlier by Cardinal Diepenbrock, which confirmed the structure
and organization of the congregation as given in Mother Theresa’s outline
of the rule.
79. Vicar-General John Boekamp
80. Blessed Pauline von Mallinckrodt (1817-81) founded the Sisters
of Christian Charity in Paderborn on August 21, 1849. Document 1251
can be found in its entirety in Volume 3 of Letters of Mary Theresa of
Jesus Gerhardinger.
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1339: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel

Our Motherhouse in Munich
February 26, 1853
J!M!

Very Reverend Pastor!
Above all, I wish to express my deep gratitude for your
kind communications regarding the internal and external
state of affairs at our little Brede Convent! After God, we
owe it to your wise pastoral and spiritual guidance that the
sisters zealously strive for their own perfection and the salvation of the children entrusted to them. May God reward
your manifold efforts with the best fruit because, in our
poverty, we can reciprocate only through prayer! May God
keep you for this flourishing work for a very long time!
It caused my heart great suffering to know about good
Sister Bernardine’s [Stiessberger] great burden without
being able to send her help for such a long time. We wrote
to Sister Philomena [Blattner] several times, and if I had
not heard that you were using your kind influence to obtain
a French teacher, we would have provided one long ago.
A native French speaker is necessary for a good institute, which is why we also have them in our three boarding
schools in Bavaria, even though the sisters there speak
French well. We do not consider an annual salary of 400
francs too high because others receive the same amount and
even more. Of course, the students must pay for the lessons,
whereby the expense is covered.
I would not have summoned Elise Leber, whose religious
name now is Sister Heriberta, if we had not been assured
that the vacancy could easily be filled. Her assignment now
is to use all the time remaining after her spiritual exercises
to finish her education in piano and French. That is why she
is attending classes with our boarders. After her novi-
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tiate and profession of vows, she will be able to serve the
Brede Convent well.
Sister Hedwig [von Bocholtz-Asseburg] is doing very well
ascetically, but she will never be able to direct a school.
The building of a retreat house lies entirely within our
purpose.1 From the very beginning, perpetual adoration has
been a subject of our daily communal supplication to God.2
If you provide the ways and means toward this, we can only
praise God’s goodness. We gratefully request that you
would make this blessed work a reality.
I think that the retreat house should be built onto the
church. In addition to a common refectory, it should have a
workroom, an infirmary, and, if possible, 12-15 cells for the
young women or sisters assigned for adoration. If it should
be perpetual adoration, 12-15 persons would always be required. Night adoration would also require that a choir be
built in the church. The choir should have windows and be
heated during the raw winter nights. Several heated rooms
should also be available for the retreatants.
On the opposite side, three or four rooms having their
own entrance should be built in the garden along the drive-

1. In 1836, Baroness Ludowine von Haxthausen began to organize
retreats for teachers at the Brede Convent under the direction of Fr.
Joseph Tewes. The purpose of these retreats included both the deepening of the teachers’ spiritual life and their advancement in the subjects
they taught, teaching methods, and “handling the children in a fair and
loving manner.” Eventually so many teachers came from the diocese of
Paderborn as well as several neighboring dioceses that more than one retreat had to be scheduled each year, and the Brede Convent became “the
first retreat house in northern Germany.” See M. Apollinaris Jörgens,
Vom Leben und Wirken des Pfarrers Friedrich Bruns,1805-1871 (Brakeler
Schriftenreihe 17/2000) 42-44.
2. The sentence, “Grant that we may be zealously and faithfully devoted to the perpetual adoration of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Most Holy
Sacrament of the Altar,” was included in the “Prayer Prescribed by Our
Constitutions,” which the sisters prayed daily. This prayer was most recently published in Manual of Prayers of the School Sisters of Notre Dame
(Mequon, 1964) 28-29.
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way for the secondary school so that the boarders will not
disturb the retreatants’ silence. This would also prevent frequent walking back and forth.
If you are in agreement with this, we request your kind
response, in addition to an indication of any wishes and suggestions that you might have. We will gladly have a building plan drawn accordingly.
With regard to the count [Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg] and the resolution of the difficulties that are still pending,4 we thought it would be most suitable if Sister
Philomena, a naturalized subject of Prussia, could make a
contract with the count in the name of the order and perhaps take charge of the house.5 Is this possible under Prussian law, however, or would Philomena have to cease being a
subject of Bavaria? We cannot and may not allow that to
happen because it would harm the unity of our order, which
must have the authority and freedom to make personnel
changes.
If our concern is well founded, then we would have to
take the path that you suggested, namely, that the count
would settle with the bishop,6 who would then hand over
everything to the order. If the order would ever be dissolved,
the foundation would revert to the diocese. Perhaps the condition could be added, “if the order itself does not obtain corporation rights,” in which case, everything would go to the
diocese.
Would you kindly investigate and let us know what can
be done. What seems to be the most advantageous for the
3

3. At the time this letter was written, children were obliged to attend school until they were 12 and made their First Holy Communion.
Girls could then attend a secondary school (Töchterschule) where, in addition to furthering what they learned in elementary school, they learned
home economics, advanced needlework, “better cooking,” and music. Lessons in foreign languages and drawing were also offered. The girls could
attend this school for one to three years. Those who completed three
years were eligible to take an examination that would qualify them for
teaching. See M. Apollinaris Jörgens, Bedeutung der Brede für die
Mädchenbildung in Brakel (Brakeler Schriftenreihe 12/1996) 19.
4. Since the Prussian government still had not approved the foundation, the Brede Convent did not have corporation rights either.
5. See Footnote 36, p. 14.
6. Bishop Drepper
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honor and glory of God and the salvation of souls? We will
pray in the meantime that you will become the bishop of
Paderborn very soon, for then we would live with the doubly
consoling assurance that your zeal for souls would settle
everything very quickly and bring it to the best conclusion.
We probably cannot set aside an exact amount for the
foundation capital. Here in Bavaria, one must prove above
all that there are sufficient funds to pay for the candles
needed for adoration. Could you, therefore, calculate the
minimum number of candles needed? In the beginning, I
think that we should limit ourselves to prayer hours during
the day until more adorers come for this worthy purpose.
Neither the convent personnel who are teaching or performing heavy work nor the children can be asked to pray during
the night. It may not take too long for more adorers to come
because Jesus, the Good Shepherd, will bring other women
who will be just as happy to dedicate themselves completely
to him in this way, as [Ferdinande] Wiegard and Ludovici7
did. As far as their support is concerned, each adorer should
be asked to pay the same fees that are charged the boarders.
Later, if funds are available or if the boarding school grows,
poor women will also be able to participate.
Now to Vinsebeck!8 With the best of will, I cannot give
anyone now for Wölfelsdorf [sic]9 or for Vinsebeck because
we cannot even send personnel to the places we promised
long ago in our own country. If the sisters in Breslau and at
the Brede Convent cannot provide help with candidates for
now, then I know of no other solution than to have the school
staffed with secular teachers on a provisional basis until we
can send sisters or until we get certified Prussian teachers
who wish to enter religious life.
If only you could send us at least six upright, capable
young women! This would lift from my heart the heavy bur7. Miss Ludovici’s baptismal name was not given.
8. Count Max Metternich, Sister M. Hedwig’s brother-in-law, requested sisters to teach the children in the area around his castle in Vinsebeck, which is located several miles from Brakel.
9. Bökendorf was probably meant here. See Document 1129, p. 24.
In November 1852, a mission was opened in Wölfelsdorf in Silesia (now
Wilkanów in Poland). Mother Theresa never sent sisters to Vinsebeck or
Bökendorf.
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den of not being able to serve Prussia as often as God calls
us there! Sister Philomena wrote recently that five or six of
her candidates will take the examination before autumn,
and then she can send them to the motherhouse here.10 Altogether, that would give us the same nice number as that
of the apostles.
Expressing once again my sincere gratitude for your
works of charity and many sacrifices, adding our petition
that you would continue to be the protector and father of the
new work of God, and united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1354: To Dr. Bernard Schels
Rome (Excerpt)

March 29, 1853

. . . It just occurred to us that, if all the sisters from other
countries must return to their home dioceses, Countess Hedwig [von Bocholtz-Asseburg] will be in the midst of her relatives again.
Moreover, we may not accept more women from other
dioceses than we can send back there, a situation that
means some dioceses will have the most capable sisters,
while other dioceses will have a great shortage.
The whole of Westphalia will lose faith in us because
Countess Hedwig has not been allowed to make profession
for such a long a time, even though her brother established
the foundation at the Brede Convent. Count [Max] Metternich, her brother-in-law from Vinsebeck, eagerly looks forward to the arrival of sisters there soon. Moreover, the
latter is a member of the German Parliament, and as such,
he would see to it that the order is incorporated in Prussia.11
10. Candidates from Westphalia and Silesia made their novitiate
and professed their vows in Munich until novitiates were established in
Breslau in 1856 and at the Brede Convent in 1860.
11. Document 1354 can be found in its entirety in Volume 4 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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1355: To Dr. Bernard Schels
Rome (Excerpt)

March 30, 1853

. . . Our good Sister Hedwig [von Bocholtz-Asseburg] is
suffering considerable anxiety and embarrassment. Her
brother, Count Diedrich, is accompanying their brother
John to Vienna, and it is certain that he will come through
Munich to visit Hedwig. If he learns from the archbishop12
that Hedwig may not profess her vows except under the conditions he sets, I have no doubt that the count will insist on
her return. Moreover, Fr. [Frederick] Bruns, the pastor, is
negotiating with the count about the transfer of the little
Brede Convent to our order, which is another reason why he
will come here.13
1417: To Sister M. Rosa Franz
Rottenburg in Württemberg
Our Dear Motherhouse in Munich
Eve of the Assumption [August 14], 1853
J!M!

Maria Rosa!
On returning from visitation, I found your request to be
readmitted.
I respond sincerely when I say that, for a long time, I
saw you in spirit, standing before me in sorrow and tears,
but I did not know why. Therefore, your letter did not surprise me.
14

12. Archbishop Reisach
13. Document 1355 can be found in its entirety in Volume 4 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
14. On October 21, 1851, Dr. Joseph Mast insisted that Mother
Theresa appoint Sister M. Rosa Franz as superior in Rottenburg in Württemberg. Mother Theresa refused and Dr. Mast appealed to Archbishop
Reisach, who ordered the same appointment. This incident sparked a
painful conflict over the approval of the rule. In May 1852, Sister M. Rosa
was released from obedience to Mother Theresa, and the house in Rottenburg was declared independent of Munich. Sister Rosa was then appointed superior of the independent house in Rottenburg.
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So that you will see, dear Rosa, how very concerned I
still am about your well-being, in Jesus’ name, I state my
willingness to readmit you on a trial basis. Nevertheless, I
must leave it entirely up to you to settle everything in and
with Rottenburg first, so that you can enter here again like
every other aspirant.
Let us entrust ourselves to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary!
Mary Theresa of Jesus
1428: To Bishop Valentine von Riedel
Regensburg (Excerpt)

Munich

Feast of the Guardian Angels
[October 2], 1853
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!15
. . . Now something else has happened that will surprise
you. M. Rosa [Franz], tortured by pangs of conscience, and
as it clearly emerged, impelled by God, could no longer remain in Rottenburg.16 She came back now and told the archbishop17 that she would submit to everything asked of her.
Much more could be said in person than in writing. . . .18

15. Valentine von Riedel (1802-57), Bishop of Regensburg (1841-57)
16. Joseph von Lipp (1795-1869), Bishop of Rottenburg (1847-69),
dismissed Sister M. Rosa from her position as superior of the new congregation in Rottenburg on August 29, 1853.
17. Archbishop Reisach
18. Document 1428 can be found in its entirety in Volume 4 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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1530: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel

Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 11, 1853
J!M!

Very Reverend Pastor!
We cannot let dear Sister M. Heriberta [Leber] leave our
motherhouse without sending this letter and earnestly recommending her to your pastoral care. Under your guidance,
may she work seriously at her perfection and faithfully keep
her holy vows!19
We wanted to keep her in our motherhouse longer in
order to give her a deeper foundation in the spirit of the
order, but the cry for help from our sick sisters at the Brede
Convent—who seem to be exerting themselves far too
much—urges us to send her to the Brede Convent in God’s
peace. We are consoled, however, knowing that we are entrusting the direction of her soul to your guidance.
Deeply moved, I urgently recommend dear Heriberta, as
well as the other dear sisters at the Brede Convent, to your
pastoral care and all of us to your prayer in Jesus’ name.
Finally, I also ask that you would kindly remember us
with new, capable candidates so that we can hasten to the
help of Prussia’s youth for a long time. Our country has been
placing all too heavy demands on our personnel.20
Respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

19. Sister M. Heriberta professed her vows in Munich on December
8, 1853.
20. See Footnote 68, p. 26.
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1547: To a Senior Director
Bedburg

Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 26, 1853
J!M!

Honorable Senior Director of the Knights’ Academy!21
Your esteemed letter of December 1 told us of the devout
wish to hand over the school for girls in Bedburg to the Poor
School Sisters from Bavaria so that it would become a
seedbed of feminine virtue and cultured behavior for the
youth of the region of the Rhine River.
God, who placed this wish into the hearts of noble
friends of youth, will foster the blessed undertaking and
help bring it to completion. We, on our part, joyfully state
that, after everything is settled, we are willing to accommodate the dear young people—whose immortal souls are so
precious—by conducting this school.
I plan on making a trip to the Brede Convent near
Brakel, and if you would find it advisable, I could also
arrange to come to Bedburg in order to discuss the necessary details at the site. Due to our many other duties, however, this journey can be scheduled only later and could be
delayed even longer. For the time being, therefore, could
you kindly send a description of the building that is proposed for the sisters’ living quarters and school, as well as its
location. We also need an approximate number of girls who
will attend classes on weekdays (as well as the number of
those attending on Sundays and holidays22) so that we will
have more precise information early enough to meet the
needs of the institute.
21. The Knights’ Academy for boys of the nobility was opened in Bedburg in the Rhine Province in 1842.
22. A royal Bavarian resolution issued on September 12, 1803, made
obligatory the establishment of Sunday and holiday classes for young people between the ages of 12 and 18 who had already left school. Religious
instructions and the opportunity to review the basic knowledge obtained
in elementary classes were provided, and in some places, needlework was
also taught. See Paul Mai, ed., Selige Theresia von Jesu Gerhardinger
(1797-1879) Ein Leben für Kirche und Schule (Regensburg: Verlag
Schnell & Schneider, 1997) 205.
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May God grant that the seed you envision in Bedburg
will be planted in other places as well, so that the reign of
God will spread here on earth, just as Jesus taught us to
pray!
In our poverty, God will help us live up to the trust given
us, for which I sincerely thank you.23
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters
1600: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel

February 10, 1854

J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!
In health and in sickness, in life and in death, you never
grow tired of being the best friend of the Poor School Sisters.
Once again, you gave us a noble expression of this when our
dear Sister Ildephonsa died recently.24
The sisters cannot say enough about your pastoral concern in preparing the good Ildephonsa for her journey to our
heavenly homeland. A thousand thanks for your undeserved kindness! You have done this for God, who will not
remain your debtor long and will soon reward you. In grateful remembrance, the dear departed, standing now before
God, will constantly plead for your intentions. We ask that
you remember the good soul at the altar so that she may
soon attain the Beatific Vision, the goal of her longing. The
dear sister was so obedient and filled with holy simplicity.
May she rest in peace!
You also went to the trouble of providing one of your own
burial plots for our sisters, and we are especially grateful
for this.
23. Sisters were never sent to Bedburg.
24. Sister M. Ildephonsa Eisenhofer died at the Brede Convent on
January 22, 1854.
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May God also work through you to settle the building
matter!25
Recommending St. Anna Institute to your pastoral care,
I also ask that you would console and encourage the sisters
who are bowed down in grief over Ildephonsa’s death.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1418: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
J!M!

Motherhouse
August 23, [1854]26

Very Reverend Pastor!
Sheltered by God, I again arrived safely at our motherhouse.27 Ever since my return and the end of the school year,
one of my chief concerns has been to supply help for our dear
Brede Convent. Since it is our cradle in Prussia, it is doubly
dear to me. May God bless the Brede Convent so that many
more branch houses will spread far and wide in Prussia!
To the detriment of our boarding school here, we are sending our French teacher to St. Anna Institute. All her certificates and recommendations are excellent. She has given us
complete satisfaction as a competent and gifted teacher and
as a woman of modest, upright character. While her demands regarding an annual salary are significant (600
francs), the Brede Convent will have a highly qualified
teacher in her.
Sister Rosa [Franz] will travel with Miss Lèonide and
teach German. Sister Rosa is an experienced teacher—Sister
25. At this time, rooms for retreatants and the Adoration Sisters
were being added to the chapel wing and additional rooms for the boarders to the convent wing. See Document 1339, pp. 32-33.
26. Although the year 1853 is given on the copy of this letter in the
beatification collection, internal evidence indicates that it was written in
1854.
27. Mother Theresa visited the Brede Convent in July 1854.
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Alphonsa28 will tell you the rest in person. May the poor soul
be recommended to your wise, pastoral guidance! I have no
qualms about entrusting her to you.29
I heard that perhaps you will leave Brakel soon. This is
unfortunate because then St. Anna Institute, to which you
have been a father, will be orphaned. It is a hard blow! The
sisters realize their loss only too well, and we share this realization with them. In advance, we request that you would remember us from afar and keep a little place in your heart for
us.30
Today we wrote to Sister Philomena [Blattner] about
Pieper31 and asked her to respond immediately. I continue to
hope that Pieper will obey. I recommend her often to Mary,
the Mother of Our Order, as I do all the sisters. In God’s
name, we must summon and dismiss the rest who are beyond
remedy and will not let themselves be saved.
Finally, I must give you some sad news that is very
painful for us. God has asked another sacrifice from his
brides, this time our good Sister Philothea Nowak from Prussia.32 Although she was prepared for death, none of us expected it. May God grant her eternal rest! With our great
lack of personnel and so few workers for the many demands
in Prussia, you can imagine how doubly difficult this loss is for
us. I ask for your prayers.
Please accept my repeated gratitude for all the proofs of
your care, love, and patience, and especially for the expenses
you covered during my last visit to the Brede Convent. Kindly
give the assistant, Fr. Menne,33 my regards, together with the
request that the sisters be recommended to his kind guidance.

28. Sister M. Alphonsa Holzmann, Superior at the Brede Convent
(1852-55)
29. See Documents 1417, pp. 36-37, and 1428, p. 37.
30. Although another position was offered him, Fr. Bruns never left
the parish in Brakel.
31. Miss Pieper’s baptismal name was not given.
32. Sister M. Philothea Nowak, a novice from Breslau, died in Munich at age 26 on August 23, 1854.
33. Fr. Francis X. Menne was the assistant priest in Brakel from
1848 until February 1861.
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Requesting your continued kindness and united in prayer,
I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1704: To Fr. Francis X. Menne
Brakel
J!M!

Motherhouse
August 31, 1854

Very Reverend Assistant!
Please accept our sincere gratitude for your gracious letter of August 25. Although its contents are sorrowful, they
reveal again how devoted you are to the cause of our order.
Indeed, such communications can come only from the hand
of an honest friend.
With the expression of our gratitude, we also make the
request that you would assist in word and deed our institute
at St. Anna, which, according to your report, seems to be
gasping for breath. In your charity, please help the work of
God.
Augmented by new personnel and starting anew,34 I
hope that the sisters will put their hands to the plow. Then,
with God’s help and kind collaboration on your part and that
of the pastor,35 their work will be successful.
When will you begin your new work?36 God will reward
your worthy self-sacrifice for the cause!
Repeating the expression of both our gratitude and our
petition and united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of J.

34. See Document 1418, pp. 41-43.
35. Fr. Bruns
36. On October 15, 1854, Fr. Menne was appointed chaplain at the
Brede Convent, a position he held until he left Brakel in February 1861.
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1705: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel

Munich
September 1, 1854

J!M!

Very Reverend Pastor!
We are sorry that we must follow our last letter so
quickly with another and bother you again.37
Thanks be to God, the two poor, blind ones have changed
their minds for the better! The Lord sent them a ray of light
and grace, and surely you have faithfully done your part in
this. In their poverty, they are recommended to your continued capable and wise guidance.
Sister Alphonsa [Holzmann] is supposedly very disheartened and dejected as a result of the depressing news
from Fr. [Francis X.] Menne. With the coming of new personnel,38 God grant that her sorrow will diminish and that
everything will start over and develop with blessing!
You already know that I plan to set up a novitiate in
Westphalia as soon as possible. Then, as director of novices,
Alphonsa would be completely in her element with the
young sisters. That is why I did not want to transfer her,
even though her influence on our institute has not been too
fruitful. As the situation now stands, however, her concern
about the institute will be somewhat lessened.
Forgive me for making such great demands on your
kindness, but the sincere interest you have taken in our
order up to now encourages me to plead for your help again
so that the work that has hardly begun will not fade away.
In prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of J.

37. See Document 1418, pp. 41-43.
38. Sister M. Rosa Franz and Miss Lèonide
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1887: To the Superior of the Sisters of Charity
Brakel
Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 27, 1855
J!M!
Reverend Mother Superior!
In union with the sisters who have recovered, I wish to
express our deep gratitude for the self-sacrificing love and
tender care that your spiritual daughter, Sister Monica,
showed our sisters at the Brede Convent during the prolonged time of illness there.39
The dear God, the rich Lord of heaven and earth, will reward you; the God who said, “Blessed are the merciful, for
they will receive mercy!”40
May God graciously grant that the beneficial work of the
daughters of St. Vincent will continue in peace and that
their edifying example will shine as a beacon of light in this
world’s darkness!
Asking for a remembrance in your devout prayer and
that of your religious family, I remain in the Most Sacred
Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
Your willing servant in the Lord,
M. Ther. of Jesus

39. Sister M. Rosa Franz died on December 20, 1854, and Miss
Lèonide, the French teacher, on the following day. Both had cholera.
Several other sisters and many orphans at the Brede Convent also became ill, but all recovered. The boarders were taken immediately to Hainhausen where they remained for five months and were spared. Sister
Monica, a Sister of Charity from Brakel, cared for many patients until
she also contracted the disease and died. See M. Apollinaris Jörgens,
Briefe der “armen Schulschwester,” Schwester Maria Hedwig (Typescript,
Brede Convent) 8.
40. Matthew 5:7
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1889: To Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Hinnenburg Castle near Brakel
Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 27, 1855
J!M!

Noble Count!
Through your noble efforts, the religious foundation,
which your deceased father made in a truly Catholic spirit,
is now close to being firmly established.41 In accordance with
your wishes, I gave Sister Philomena [Blattner] in Breslau
the directive to go to the Brede Convent as soon as possible
so that the transfer under consideration can be completely
settled and implemented.42
Please accept the expression of our deeply felt gratitude
for doing this, as well as for all that you granted the sisters
at the Brede Convent recently!43
Our dear Sister Hedwig [von Bocholtz-Asseburg] is well,
thanks be to God, and works with blessing in her quiet area

41. Count Herman Werner von Bocholtz-Asseburg died before he
was able to entrust St. Anna Institute at the Brede Convent to the Poor
School Sisters. His son, Count Diedrich, continued to carry out his father’s intent. The institute was approved by Bishop Drepper on June 15,
1854, and by the kingdom of Prussia on October 6, 1854. On October 21,
1854, the institute attained corporation rights. All of this was required
before the foundation document transferring the institute to the Poor
School Sisters could be signed.
42. See excerpt from Document 1124, pp. 23-24. On May 14, 1855,
the foundation document was signed by Count Diedrich von BocholtzAsseburg and Sister M. Philomena, whereby the buildings and inventory
of the Brede Convent and St. Anna Institute were transferred to the Poor
School Sisters.
43. In 1854, the noble family made generous contributions to finance
the additions to the chapel and the convent. See Footnote 25, p. 41. During the cholera epidemic in 1854-55, Count Diedrich offered Hainhausen
as a place of refuge for the boarders. This property belonged to the von
Bocholtz-Asseburg family and served as a home for the first son and his
family while the father was still living. It had been unoccupied since
1849 and therefore was available.
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of activity. God alone is her abundant reward for the sacrifice she has made.
With prayer and the expression of my deep gratitude, I
remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of J.
44

1888: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau

Munich
March 27, 1855

Instructions for Adjusting the St. Anna Foundation at the
Brede Convent
When compared with the earlier documents of March 1
and March 5, 1850, the last foundation document of November 9, 1853, has the following essential differences:
1. In the foundation document dated March 1, 1850, a
passage under § 1 reads: “Until the Brede Convent becomes
an independent motherhouse . . . and after the institute is a
motherhouse, the living bond of unity with the original
motherhouse of the order, now in Munich, Bavaria, will not
be dissolved but will be maintained according to the spirit
and rules of the order.”
The Holy See has clearly stated that the unity of all the
houses of the order and their overall direction must remain
under the respective general superior of the Poor School Sisters. This cannot be ignored if the foundation should materialize in a different manner.45
44. After Sister M. Hedwig professed her vows on June 26, 1853, she
remained in the Munich Motherhouse where she assisted the director of
novices. Occasionally, she accompanied Mother Theresa on her visitation journeys. In 1858, she was appointed director of the novices who
were making their novitiate at the mission in Munich-Au.
45. The foundation document signed on May 14, 1855, reads: “If, in
the future, a motherhouse of the order of the School Sisters comes to life
at the Brede Convent, the living bond of unity with the original motherhouse, currently in Munich, Bavaria, will not be rescinded. On the contrary, the new motherhouse will remain under the overall direction of the
general superior of the Poor School Sisters.” (Typescript, Generalate)
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2. The foundation document of March 5, 1850, § 4 “Pensions from Assets,” Paragraph 8 states, “Werner von Haxthausen, Assistant in Altenbeken, 5% interest from a capital
of 40 thalers [$28],” but this point is not mentioned in the
new foundation document.46
3. In the same document and the same section, the promise, “to hand over an institute to the order that corresponds
to its purpose,” is not mentioned in the new foundation document.
4. Furthermore, the new foundation document guarantees that the building will be in good, habitable condition.
Therefore, the running expenses and the expenses already
incurred by the institute for adapting the house, the barn,
and the garden wall, which the local superior will specify,
must also be mentioned here. (The institute bears the expenses for the choir grille.)
5. Under § 5 of the foundation document of March 5,
1850, the institute is assured that the travel expenses for
the School Sisters coming from Munich to the Brede Convent will be covered, but no mention is made of this in the
new foundation document. The first journey made by the
general superior and her companion is not included, although the former was called there.
6. Under § 4 in the new foundation document, a passage
reads: “A priest will be given a stipend for his services at the
institute, and what is still lacking will be provided on my
part.”47 This “what is still lacking” must be determined
now.48
Although particular consideration must be given to these
points in the foundation document before the document is
46. Fr. Werner von Haxthausen, nephew of Countess Frances von
Bocholtz-Asseburg and Baroness Ludowine von Haxthausen, died on February 2, 1855.
47. Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
48. The foundation document signed on May 14, 1855, reads: “According to § 3 of the foundation document of November 9, 1853, a priest
will be given a stipend for his services at the institute, and the founder
will provide what is lacking. Therefore, this priest is hereby assured of
an annual stipend of 200 thalers ($140).” (Typescript, Generalate)
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confirmed, attention must be paid to all the other points as
well.
In consultation with the pastor, Fr. [Frederick] Bruns,
Sister Philomena [Blattner] must adhere to these instructions and report the result to the motherhouse in Munich.
M. Ther. of J.
General Superior Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
1890: To Sister M. Philomena Blattner
Breslau
Motherhouse in Munich
March 28, 1855
Power of Attorney
The undersigned hereby grants Sister M. Philomena
[Blattner], local superior at Ad Matrem Dolorosam, the Poor
School Sisters’ institute in Breslau, the power of attorney to
settle all convent business with regard to the St. Anna Foundation at the Brede Convent near Brakel in Westphalia,
which was established by Count [Diedrich] von Bocholtz-Asseburg at the Hinnenburg Castle. She is also authorized to
take all necessary legal actions.
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
1919: To Bishop John Francis Drepper
Paderborn
Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 2, 1855
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
My heart is filled with joy and genuine consolation when
I call to mind the pastoral support and interest that you show
the Poor School Sisters at the Brede Convent. God has graciously allowed me the good fortune of seeing this for myself.
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Your kindness in granting my request regarding the
recognition of the outline of our holy rule some time ago49
inspires me with confidence to present another petition in
the interest of our order.
Our holy rule has now been drawn up in accordance with
the instructions given us by the Holy See, and we want to
submit it to the Holy See as soon as possible. It would be a
great consolation if you would kindly examine these statutes
and send us your comments on them.
Please do not take it amiss if I also request that you
would write a testimonial in which you express the necessity
of having these statutes approved by the Holy See soon.
Please allow us, then, to present this testimonial to the Holy
See, together with the recommendations made by a number
of other bishops.
Looking forward to the granting of our petition and requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully
yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
1921: To Dr. Schwann
Cologne
J!M!

Munich
May 5, 1855

Learned Reverend Professor!
Your letter to my sisters at the Brede Convent concerning the enclosed communication from the Bishop of
Ermland50 was sent to me in Munich in a roundabout way.
The entire Brede Convent was stricken with cholera, and
everyone lay ill. Moreover, there is no novitiate at the Brede
Convent yet, and the local superior51 would not have been
able to give any information in that regard.
49. See Footnote 78, p. 30.
50. Joseph Ambrosius Geritz (1783-1867), Bishop of Ermland (184167), now Warmia in northeast Poland. Sisters were never sent to this
diocese.
51. Sister M. Alphonsa Holzmann
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I probably cannot do the latter either, because the bishop
is speaking about an already approved order. Although our
religious institute is recognized as such by the Church, it
still does not have a rule approved by the Holy See. Since
we are only now ready to present our rule to the Holy See for
approbation, we cannot speak of a firm and reliable basis for
our order at this time.
Nevertheless, I will gladly write what I can to help the
good cause. Perhaps it will serve other purposes.
Our founders used the rule of the Congrégation NotreDame as a basis, and the following points were drawn up in
accordance with this rule:
a. Ascetical formation is required of the aspirants who
wish to be admitted to the novitiate. As far as knowledge
and learning are concerned, the aspirants must be educated
according to the needs of the times and the laws of the country in which new houses are established.
b. The length of the novitiate is usually two years, but
depending on circumstances and the person, it could be extended.
c. Apart from the usual necessities of life, the daily order
during the novitiate is dedicated to the ascetical life for the
most part. The general superior must draw up the daily
order in accordance with the situation in the country where
the novitiate is to be established. For this reason, there is
no general norm.
d. Keeping in mind the requirements of our times, it is
only natural that, when preparing girls who aspire to become teachers, we had to make changes which differed completely from the Notre Dame Rule. These new methods also
differ in accordance with the respective political laws of the
countries where the sisters live and with the locally held
principles of education and pedagogy—insofar as these principles are applicable to teachers who are women religious.
Concluding my report and asking that you would kindly
extend our best regards to the bishop, I remain respectfully
yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
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1954: To Bishop John Francis Drepper
Paderborn
Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 20, 1855
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
With your usual graciousness, you responded to our petition to examine the holy rule of the Poor School Sisters,
which was revised according to the instructions given by the
Holy See. 52 Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude for your response and written report.
At the same time, please do not take it amiss if I submit
my comments on the two serious shortcomings in the revised
rule that you noted in your report.
a. With regard to the need for more precise wording, the
entire rule must be presented to the Holy See in French, and
as we prepared the text, we took into account the natural
characteristics of this language. We ourselves made the
same criticism of our work. After the rule has been approved, we will not delay in reworking the German text to
make it as precise as possible.
b. With regard to the desired brevity of the entire document, that was also our intent. Nevertheless, in consideration of the fact that some of our sisters are scattered here
and there, completely left on their own and unable to get advice from anyone, we thought it necessary to present the entire rule in the most easily understood manner, especially
for those sisters who are not teachers. The rule book will be
a guiding star for them to follow, a staff to provide them support, and a spring from which they can draw consolation in
suffering and temptation.
Presenting these comments, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus

52. See Document 1919, pp. 49-50.
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2648: To Fr. John Pees
Warburg-Altstadt
J!M!
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Munich
[July 29, 1855]53

Very Reverend Pastor and Chairperson of the Frederick
Foundation!
Your esteemed letter of July 12 brought the good news
that the Frederick Foundation building in Warburg is nearing completion.54 Please allow me to request the following
information before I respond to the questions in your letter.
1. What will be the average number of girls in the upper
and lower elementary classes?55 Approximately how many
will there be in the future secondary school?
2. It would be necessary for us to examine the already
approved foundation document, at least insofar as it affects
us with regard to the institute to be taken over, so that we
can judge whether or not the sisters will be able to live on
the means placed at their disposal.
3. If advanced instruction in German, foreign languages,
music, and needlework is to be offered, two sisters would

53. Although the copy of this letter in the beatification collection is
dated June 29, 1858, internal evidence indicates that it is a response to a
letter written on July 12, 1855, by Fr. John Adam Pees, the pastor in Warburg-Altstadt from 1850 until 1871.
54. Frederick Evers, a lawyer in Warburg, offered to build a new
school in Warburg-Altstadt at his own expense if it would be entrusted to
a religious order that would provide teachers. After his death on October
3, 1852, Sophie Evers carried out her husband’s intent and provided
12,000 thalers ($8,400) for the school known as the Frederick Foundation. Construction of the convent school and chapel began on April 25,
1854, and the cornerstone was laid on August 17, 1854. (Typescript,
Brede Convent)
55. In his letter of July 12, Fr. Pees spoke of two elementary classes,
the upper class for girls age 9 to 14 and the lower class for both boys and
girls up to ages 8 or 9. According to Fr. Pees, the already existing schools
in Warburg-Altstadt were very inadequate, unhealthy, and overcrowded.
(Typescript, Brede Convent)
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hardly be sufficient for the secondary school.56 Apart from
the fact that all of these skills are seldom found in one person, and in consideration of the physical strength and time
it takes to teach these subjects, two sisters would not be able
to conduct the classes, correct the written assignments, and
practice conversation with the young women.
Furthermore, I would like to mention that since we have
already promised our available personnel to places where
the process began earlier, it is beyond the realm of possibility for us to conduct both institutes at the same time. Therefore, I would like to suggest that you begin with the
elementary school and open the secondary school only after
the elementary school is in running order.
Our rule does not allow us to teach classes with boys.
Moving into a new building when winter is approaching
does not seem advisable because we have already had too
many sad experiences with regard to the physical well-being
of the sisters. Therefore, it would be better to postpone the
proposed opening until next spring.57
The transfer of the garden next to the foundation itself
would be very desirable.58
In closing, please accept the expression of our deep gratitude for your multiple efforts in this cause. We trust that
God, for whom everything has been done up to now, has already written all of these efforts into the Book of Life.
Asking that you would continue to be concerned about
the new seedbed and requesting your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
56. In the same letter, Fr. Pees spoke of the great need for a secondary school for girls who had already received their First Holy Communion. Foreign languages included French and, if necessary, English. The
other subjects were taught in German, thus the “advanced instruction in
German.” (Typescript, Brede Convent)
57. In the same letter, Fr. Pees asked for four sisters to conduct the
elementary and secondary schools and hoped they could arrive in the fall
of that year. (Typescript, Brede Convent)
58. Fr. Pees also described a sizeable garden with many fruit trees
and a plot of land large enough to provide hay to feed one cow. (Typescript, Brede Convent)
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2023: To the Board of Trustees
Warburg-Altstadt
J!M!
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Munich
September 12, 1855

Reverend and Esteemed Board of Trustees of the Frederick
Foundation!59
Your letters of August 2 and September 7 (which arrived
yesterday) came during the busiest months of the year when
demands on time and personnel are the greatest.
The respectfully undersigned is honored to reply that,
under the prevailing circumstances, she had to wait because
she did not want to send a response with no information.
Even now, she still cannot make a definite promise without
consultation on the following points:
1. There is no mention in the foundation document of a
specific order conducting the institute and thus no statement
binding our religious institute. It would be inadmissible if the
sisters were to come today and be sent away tomorrow.
2. Neither in the foundation document nor in your letter
is mention made of the location of the church or of any provision for the sisters to attend Mass.
3. The respectfully undersigned has already made a statement about the class with both boys and girls60 and she regrets that a promise was made too quickly. If this is
absolutely necessary, however, the only solution would be to
have this class conducted by a teacher who is still a candidate.
4. Two sisters will not be sufficient for the secondary
school. After a sister’s education required such great expense,
we could not send her there for an annual stipend of 112
thalers [$78.40]. Moreover, if she is incapacitated, we do not
claim a pension. It would be easier and better to consider the
establishment of a proper boarding school, but I cannot make
a definite statement without further consultation.
59. The board of trustees of the Frederick Foundation in Warburg
consisted of Fr. John Pees and his assistant, Fr. Ignatius Fischer, Fr.
Frederick Möller, Mayor Henry Fischer, and Judge Frederick Evers, son
of Frederick Evers, the deceased founder.
60. See Document 2648, pp. 54.
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Unforeseen circumstances have delayed for a long time
a trip to Westphalia by the respectfully undersigned, but
that does not mean that it will not happen. When making a
journey in the interests of the order, my representative61
will stop in Warburg, and after consulting with you, she will
be able to give you the necessary information.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
2034: To the Board of Trustees
Warburg-Altstadt
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters, Munich
October 3, 1855
J!M!
Honorable Board of Trustees of the Frederick Foundation
in Warburg!
The respectfully undersigned is honored to respond to
your kind letter of September 18 (received September 21).
According to the contents of the letter:
1. An appendix to the foundation document, which specifies the introduction of the Poor School Sisters, would lead
to far-reaching formalities.62 Therefore, in consideration of
the honorable attitude expressed by the board of trustees,
the Poor School Sisters will withdraw this request and conduct the institute, trusting in God who alone guarantees
success and continued existence to this type of work.
2. Regarding the chapel, and especially Mass in the convent, the expectation that daily Mass would be celebrated
there was expressed earlier and the undersigned is not giv61. Sister M. Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann
62. In their letter of September 18, 1855, to Mother Theresa, the
trustees indicated that it was always their intent to have the Poor School
Sisters, “who would provide the most thorough and solid education,” but
Prussian law or other circumstances could delay the approval of the foundation if mention was made of a specific order. See Copia Publica, 489196.
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ing up hope that this will happen later. Based on this hope,
we consider the current situation to be temporary.63
3. If two sisters are sufficient to teach the classes in the
secondary school for now, they could be sent to Warburg, but
only in December of this year. The institute, which needs at
least one layperson to care for the household, must set aside
150 thalers [$105] for one sister and cover the expenses of
the first trip there. The stipend may come from the students’ fees.
The respectfully undersigned also wishes to add that she
wanted to wait until the preliminaries were settled before
expressing her sincere regard for your holy zeal for God’s
work, as well as her deep gratitude for the trust and friendliness shown the order.64 Trusting that the institute will
come to life in the same manner, she expresses these sentiments today.
In any case, we must postpone conducting the elementary school, and we ask that, before the sisters arrive, you
would kindly settle the matter under discussion with the
royal government.65
Looking forward to further kind suggestions, I remain
respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
63. In the same letter, the trustees stated that the convent chapel is
only a few feet from the parish church so that “in the chapel, one can not
only hear the singing in the church, but also follow the priest who is celebrating at the altar.” Mass would be celebrated in the convent chapel
once a week. When the sisters attend Mass in the parish church, they
would be assigned a special place. See Copia Publica, 4891-96.
64. In the same letter, the trustees expressed their disappointment
in Mother Theresa’s letter of September 12 (Document 2023, pp. 55-56)
because she did not seem to express an interest in accepting the schools
in Warburg. See Copia Publica, 4891-96.
65. On September 19, 1855, Fr. Pees wrote that, if a lay teacher were
to conduct the mixed class of boys and girls, it would contradict the purpose of the foundation since it was to be a church-related institute, and
the sisters would not find it very pleasant to have a lay teacher living and
teaching in the same building with them. He suggested that a candidate
be sent for this class “until the rule is changed so that the School Sisters
could also teach the boys together with the girls.” (Typescript, Brede Convent)
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1746: To Fr. John Pees
Warburg-Altstadt

Very Reverend Pastor!

J!M!

Munich
October 17, [1855]66

You kindly turned to us regarding the two aspirants. On
your good recommendation, we welcome them! In God’s
name, they should begin their time of probation in the candidature, go immediately to our sisters at the Brede Convent, and bring along their certificates of Baptism,
vaccination, education, character, health, and homeland.
After the successful completion of the candidature, they will
be called to the novitiate here in Munich for their year of
spiritual probation. (We applied for a novitiate at the Brede
Convent and have already drawn up the plans. As soon as
the new building and other necessary arrangements are
completed, a novitiate will begin there.)
Although Frances Schulte, the teacher, is certainly advanced in years,67 for which reason it is natural that religious life will be more difficult for her than for the younger
aspirant, we trust in the grace of God who has given her a
vocation and who will grant her everything she needs.
With regard to the fact that both aspirants are poor, it
will not be as great a disadvantage for Frances Schulte, a
teacher, as it will be for Ferdinanda Menne who has not yet
completed her education. Has she no friends who could give
her a small contribution?
Your letter also told us that the small convent is almost
finished. May God, who began this work, bring it to completion and grant the sisters who are going there the
strength to lead the children entrusted to them to heaven
so that a better generation of worthy young women will blossom and develop!

66. Although the year 1854 was given on the copy prepared for the
beatification process, internal evidence indicates that this letter was written in 1855.
67. Frances Schulte was 23 at the time.
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Our sisters at the Brede Convent will send you the drawings you wish to see. They have already received instructions from us.
Recommending all of us to your devout prayer and good
will, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
2058: To the Board of Trustees
Warburg-Altstadt
J!M!

Munich
November 20, 1855

Honorable Board of Trustees of the Frederick Foundation
in Warburg!
Much to my regret, I found your letter of October 18 and
your reminder of November 13 only when I returned from a
four-week journey. Therefore, I hasten to respond that,
since all the points are now settled on both sides, or to be
more precise, since the religious institute agrees to the financial and personnel needs expressed in your letter of October 18,68 nothing stands in the way of our conducting the
institute in Warburg.
This will be impossible before January 1856, however,
because the appointed sisters will not be available until
then. The sisters who will be sent for the elementary and
secondary schools will try to arrive in Warburg by the end of
December. Their certificates are enclosed. Our religious in68. On October 18, 1855, the board of trustees communicated their
decisions in a letter to Mother Theresa. The institute in Warburg would
never be entrusted to another order and, if doubts to the contrary would
arise, the bishop of Paderborn was to make the final decision. A candidate
should come to teach the lower elementary class with boys and girls, a
sister to teach the upper elementary class, and two sisters to teach in the
secondary school. If a third teacher is necessary for all the subjects in the
secondary school, a third sister would be requested. In addition to the use
of two gardens, the teaching sisters would be given 120 thalers ($84)
each, and the house sister 85 thalers ($59.50). (Typescript, Brede
Convent)
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stitute cannot do any more at this time, but the local superior at the Brede Convent69 will send a candidate for the
class with boys and girls as soon as possible and on a provisional basis.
Finally, I wish to express once again my sincere regret
that we are not able to comply with your request in any
other way than what is stated. It is my hope that God will
bless and protect the institute so that it will develop and
flourish and that the young women who leave there will be
a consolation and a credit to their families as well as to the
state and the Church.
Respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters
2064: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
J!M!

Munich
December 10, 1855

Very Reverend Pastor!
Since poor health is preventing her from traveling at this
time of the year, it is impossible for Sister Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann], whom I asked to accompany and introduce the sisters who are leaving for Westphalia, to make the
journey. As much as I longed to use this occasion to see for
myself the current situation at the Brede Convent, I cannot
leave at this time either.
In God’s name, therefore, I must send Sister Willibalda
[Deischer] to take my place in Warburg. Since the good sister will certainly need your counsel for this, we turn to you
again with our petition for your help. Could you please give
Sister Willibalda the necessary advice? She knows little
about the area and is completely unfamiliar with the local
customs.
Sister Elizabeth [Bratkow] will substitute for Sister
Bernardine [Stiessberger] at the Brede Convent, and Sister
69. Sister M. Willibalda Deischer (1827-77) was the superior at the
Brede Convent from 1855 until 1868.
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Bernardine will go to Warburg for an indefinite time. Then
we will consider the school in Brakel.70 In the meantime,
would you kindly take the first steps toward a house in
Brakel?
Finally, extending our very best wishes for the coming
holy days, recommending all of us to your continued good
will, and united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2072: To Fr. John Pees
Warburg-Altstadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 16, 1855
J!M!

Very Reverend Pastor!
After many difficulties, we finally succeeded in finding
sisters to send to Warburg. Thanks be to God and to your
tireless zeal!
May God grant that the sisters will be faithful servants
of the Lord and have a very beneficial influence on the heart
and spirit of the children entrusted to their care! May they
carry out their duties in accordance with the expectations of
the honorable board of trustees and in response to the needs
of the times!
At this time, I submit my request that you would graciously help in word and deed the poor sisters in Warburg.
Please give them any necessary advice, have patience with
their weaknesses, and be their protection and refuge. When
it involves our motherhouse here, please communicate your
observations to us in all openness as a friend. Then we can
work together in a timely manner for the well-being of the
institute and the glory of God.
Please accept the expression of our gratitude for your
kind mediation regarding Holy Mass in the sisters’ chapel.
I trust in God that the institute in Warburg will expand and
that a sturdy tree will arise from the tiny mustard seed.
70. See Footnote 64, p. 25.
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Finally, we send you our very best wishes for the coming
days of celebration.
Asking that you would remember us in prayer, I remain
respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2072 a:

To Sister M. Willibalda Deischer
Brede Convent near Brakel
Power of Attorney

Munich

December 17, 1855

If the undersigned is prevented from accepting the Frederick Foundation in Warburg as a mission of the order of the
Poor School Sisters, Mary Willibalda [Deischer], local superior of the Poor School Sisters at St. Anna Institute at the
Brede Convent, is hereby instructed to do so in her name.
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, December 17, 1855
Mary Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters
(Transcript, Brede Convent)
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2090: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel

Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 8, 1856
J!M!

Very Reverend Pastor!
Sister Willibalda [Deischer] cannot find sufficient words
to tell us about your kindness and pastoral care of the sisters
and about your help in word and deed in opening our mission institute in Warburg.1
We join our expression of gratitude with that of our sisters for the impressive words of farewell to Sister Bernardine, which were so completely in accordance with the spirit
of our order. The sisters owe to your kind intervention the
fact that they have Mass in their chapel in Warburg.2
You do not tire in showing us your pastoral kindness and
good will. Please be convinced that we recognize all of this.
After God, we acknowledge you as our support, protector,
and refuge in Westphalia and revere you as a true father.
How good it was to hear your statement that you consider
yourself a member of our spiritual family! May God grant
you the joy and consolation of having a worthy group of sisters gather around our cradle at St. Anna,3 working with
God’s help for the benefit of the children!
If God grants success to the growing candidature and the
novitiate that will eventually arise, our shortage of person1. Sister M. Willibalda accompanied Sisters M. Bernardine Stiessberger, M. Anselma Fuchte, M. Constantine Konrad, and M. Cordula
Göbel to Warburg where the mission was solemnly opened on January 3,
1856. A candidate, who was also sent to Warburg, was later received as
Sister M. Spes Pfeffer.
2. See Document 2034, pp. 56-57.
3. See Footnote 50, p. 20.
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nel there will soon be remedied. In any case, the school in
Brakel is now uppermost in our mind.
With pastoral consideration for the sisters, you have
taken the first steps regarding the teaching examination.
May God reward you!
We also request a copy of your proposal regarding the
Perpetual Adoration Institute. After reading it, we will
share our views and comments with you.
Extending our heartfelt best wishes for the new year of
grace and asking that you kindly remember us in prayer, I
remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2091: To Fr. John Pees
Warburg-Altstadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 8, 1856
J!M!

Very Reverend City Pastor!
With heartfelt gratitude, the sisters wrote about their
friendly reception in Warburg, your careful provision for
their material needs, and the many proofs of your kind
benevolence and pastoral support. Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude as well! May Almighty God
bless the sisters’ sincere good will and grant that their sowing will bear fruit so that their work will fulfill the expectations of the honorable board of trustees and the parents of
the children! We also ask that you would kindly continue to
support the sisters in the future.
Beginnings everywhere are rather difficult. Nevertheless, with the very obliging and well-disposed feeling toward
us in Warburg, everything should be in smooth running
order before long.
Expressing our belated wishes for good health and many
blessings in the New Year and asking that you would remember us in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
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2092: To Bishop Joseph Freusberg
Paderborn
Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 8, 1856
J!M!
Most Reverend Auxiliary Bishop! Your Excellency!4
Deeply grateful, the sisters from Warburg told us how
happy they were that you personally conducted the ceremonies of the dedication of their foundation in Warburg and
encouraged them in a truly pastoral manner. You graciously gave episcopal permission for the celebration of the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in the convent chapel, fulfilling
their dearest desire and fervent request. Please accept this
expression of our deep gratitude, together with our request
that our sisters in the diocese of Paderborn would be entrusted to your pastoral care. We also ask that you continue
to provide them protection and support in the future.
You were also pleased to appoint the worthy city pastor
Fr. [John] Pees as ordinary confessor for the sisters in Warburg, for which we are very grateful. Would you also kindly
appoint an extraordinary confessor.5
May God bless the work of the sisters and grant growth
and prosperity to what has been planted so that it will be a
source of consolation and joy!
Requesting your episcopal blessing for all of our houses,
I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior

4. Joseph Freusberg (1806-89), was the auxiliary bishop of Paderborn (1854-89). Bishop Drepper died on November 5, 1855.
5. An ordinary confessor was appointed by the bishop for each convent in the diocese to administer the sacrament of Penance to the sisters
living there. An extraordinary confessor was also appointed to administer the sacrament four times a year during Ember days.
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2163: To a Director
Maberzell near Fulda

Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 12, 1856
J!M!

Reverend and Learned Director!
Several long visitation journeys made it impossible for
me to respond earlier to your kind letter.
As far as taking over the institute under consideration is
concerned, we gladly offer to devote our strength to the dear
children in Jesus’ name. May I ask that you would extend
my best regards to the bishop of Fulda6 and thank him for
the trust he has shown us.
If the introduction of our religious institute in Maberzell
is in accordance with the plans of Divine Providence, God
will also remove the obstacles. We may hope then that, with
God’s blessing, the scattered mustard seed will grow into a
tree whose branches will spread to other places, especially if
the need for religious teachers in the education of young
women in the diocese of Fulda is so evident.
It seems that God has already taken care of the beginning since, as Fr. [Francis X.] Menne told us, one of the
teachers employed there is considering joining the sisters
when they come. For the time being, the sisters would only
be in charge of the institute for neglected children, and Miss
Pfeffer would continue teaching until Bavarian sisters have
passed the examination. A sister could then take the
teacher’s place and, God willing, the order could conduct one
or more classes of girls.
We will not object if, in the future, the sisters teaching in
Hesse7 must take the prescribed examination, if the elementary and secondary schools are always subject to the
school inspectors, if these inspectors conduct the annual examinations, and if we must inform the authorities about
boarding pupils from other places. These things are in accordance with the statutes of our order, which are currently
before the Holy See for approbation.
6. Christopher Kött (1801-73), Bishop of Fulda (1849-73)
7. Maberzell was located in Hesse, an electorate that remained independent until 1866 when it was incorporated into Prussia.
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If there are young women or even young girls who give
evidence of a vocation to the religious life and who have outstanding talent that would make it possible for them to prepare for teaching, and if they would even want to come to
Munich now so that we can instruct them, it would promote
the good cause very well. There is no prescribed amount of
property required. In Bavaria, the young women usually
bring their inheritance money, which should be enough to
cover at least the expenses of their preparation for the teaching profession as a Poor School Sister.
We will save all further details, especially those regarding the date on which we could begin conducting this educational institute, until we can discuss them in person.
Handling the matter in writing would be too involved, and
even then, we would not be able to reach complete mutual
understanding.
Therefore, if it is acceptable and will not create an inopportune disturbance, I will come to Fulda in order to consult
with you and the bishop. A personal examination of the site
would be very desirable so that the new institute could be
suitably arranged. Nevertheless, I cannot make this journey
until a few months from now.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2199: To a Director
Maberzell near Fulda

Our Motherhouse in Munich
July 11, 1856
JM!!

Reverend and Learned Director!
This letter is to let you know that I will stop in Fulda on
my journey during the month of August since it is impossible for me to come earlier.
At that time, I hope to have an opportunity to pay my
respects to the bishop8 and to discuss this proposal with him.
8. Bishop Kött
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His pastoral, episcopal care and your kind cooperation will
make it easy for me to send the first sisters to Hesse in due
time. God grant that they will meet the expectations placed
on them! I hope that we will be able to discuss further details in person. Would you kindly extend my regards to His
Excellency?9
Requesting a devout memento in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2207: To a Director
Rhine Province

Our Motherhouse in Munich
July 20, 1856
J!M!

Learned Reverend Director!
Doctor Hecher kindly gave us your esteemed letter regarding the introduction of our religious institute in one of
the cities in the region of the Rhine River.
In accordance with your wish, it is my honor to reply as
follows:
When the time is right, the order of the Poor School Sisters is willing to conduct the school in the Rhine Province
that is under discussion.10
Since you did not give any details regarding a specific
place, the location of the building, or the available means of
support, we can speak only in general terms about the necessary conditions. Here in Bavaria, 150 florin [$60] are usually offered for one sister in rural areas and 200 florin [$80]
in cities. We prefer to live in a building that is connected to
a church, or if this is impossible, we request a place that is
close to the church. The purpose of this speaks for itself.
As soon as we receive further information, especially regarding the number of children since that determines the
9. Sisters were never sent to Maberzell.
10. The Rhine Province, also known as Rhenish Prussia, was a
province of the kingdom of Prussia from 1822 until 1918.
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number of sisters, we will explain in greater detail our terms
for acceptance. It is apparent from your esteemed letter that
this involves taking over an elementary school.
In closing, I would like to add that since all available personnel have been assigned, it is no longer possible for us to
send sisters this year.
Repeating our willingness, recommending this cause to
Divine Providence, and united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
2298 a:

To Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Godelheim
Our Motherhouse in Munich
November 4, 1856
J!M!
Noble Countess!11
To give you complete reassurance, I want to let you know
immediately that, thanks be to God, our dear Sister Hedwig
[von Bocholtz-Asseburg] is in good health. Minor ailments
resulting from her somewhat weakened constitution did not
have any ill effects.
You may rest assured that we are granting good Sister
Hedwig more rest and attention than she wants. We have
even given her the obedience to spare herself in some things
in order to grant her all the allowance she needs. Sister
Hedwig herself will assure you that she is happy and content in her vocation.12
On this occasion, I would also like to express our deep
gratitude to you and to your noble family at the Hinnenburg
11. Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg lived in Haus Brunnen
near Godelheim. After her husband died in 1849, she moved to this place
so that her oldest son, Count Diedrich, could take over the Bocholtz-Asseburg property and move into the castle with his family.
12. Sister Hedwig often wrote to her mother: “As always, I am happy
and in good health. My only goal is to be a genuinely holy religious. In
order to reach this goal, dear Mother, I ask for your devout prayer.” See
Jörgens, Briefe.
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Castle for the charity that you extend to our sisters at the
Brede Convent.
With prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

(Typescript, Brede Convent)

2320: To Bishop Conrad Martin
Paderborn
J!M!

Munich
December 17, 1856

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!13
The respectfully undersigned presents the enclosed draft
of statutes for the older group of residents at the mission institute of the Poor School Sisters at the Brede Convent, together with the petition that you would graciously grant
them episcopal approval.14
We also request that, until there are more Adoration Sisters, you would allow us to have exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament for a few hours each day. The religious institute
will take care of providing the necessary candles.
13. Conrad Martin (1812-79) became bishop of Paderborn on August
17, 1856.
14. The Adoration Sisters were women whose primary purpose was
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at the Brede Convent. Marie
Wernekink, who was at the Brede Convent when the Poor School Sisters
arrived in 1850, later became an Adoration Sister and remained at the
Brede Convent until her death in 1859. According to the proposed
statutes, the Adoration Sisters would not have professed religious vows
and would have been free to leave the group after the expiration of promises made every two years. Ordinarily they would have had enough property to support themselves. Their days were to be dedicated to prayer and
manual work. The statutes described their purpose and the means for
attaining this purpose, the conditions for being received into this institute, a daily schedule with times assigned for prayer, manual labor,
and recreation, as well as the text of the promise made at admittance.
Although the bishop gave his permission, the concept was never fully realized due to a lack of members. (Typescript, Generalate)
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In our times, faith is diminishing quickly, and the hearts
of many have grown cold, causing a proportionate decline of
morals and the spread of ruin. The respectfully undersigned
is of the opinion that it would bring you consolation if this
same faith were revived and practiced again and if God-loving souls, united in Jesus’ name, would pray day and night
for grace and mercy for all of us. For this reason, she confidently presents these statutes.
Repeating the above petition, I remain respectfully
yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2346: To Bishop Conrad Martin
Paderborn
J!M!

Munich
January 9, 1857

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!15
According to what the local superior at the Brede Convent16 told me, you graciously honored the mission institute
of the Poor School Sisters with a visit, encouraged the sisters, and expressed your satisfaction.
Please accept the expression of my sincere gratitude for
this favor, for this consolation! After the great suffering and
many trials that have afflicted the mission institute from
the very beginning, this was a drop of balm for the wounded
heart.
I planned on coming to Westphalia in late autumn, not
only to recommend the institute and my dear sisters there
to you, but also to discuss so many other things. Since this
was not granted me, however, I venture to discuss them as
well as I can in writing, expressing my thoughts with the
openness I consider necessary before God.
15. Document 2769, dated December 17, 1858, is identical to this letter, but Bishop Martin’s response of March 17, 1857, verifies January 9,
1857, as the correct date of this letter.
16. Sister M. Willibalda Deischer
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a. In the respectfully enclosed Document I, I would like
to tell you about the purpose of our religious institute. This
purpose and our holy rule, which has been with the Holy See
for the past two years, were presented for approbation to
your predecessor on the episcopal chair17 as well as to all the
bishops in whose dioceses we have missions. All of these
bishops gave their approval.
b. Document II is a copy of the decree by which the Holy
See recognized the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters as a Church institute.18
c. I also thought it appropriate to submit Document III
regarding the cardinal protector19 and the confessor. This
document tells what is prescribed in the new rule drawn up
according to the instructions given by the Holy See. These
are the only documents that are still available to me.20
It would appear that the mission institute at the Brede
Convent is regulated and organized in every aspect because:
· It is supported by having a protector, a pastor, and a
shepherd of the Church in the respective diocesan bishop
under whose jurisdiction it stands.
· The Poor School Sisters at the Brede Convent have a
confessor appointed by the diocesan ordinariate in Paderborn in the person of Fr. [Frederick] Bruns, the pastor and
dean from Brakel. Fr. Bruns is a very dependable, experienced priest of high morals and very upright character,
which has been sufficiently tested up to now in difficulties
and suffering of every kind.
· As pastor and as authorized by the civil government,
Fr. Bruns has charge of the school in Brakel.
· The Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters is always subject to the existing laws of a country regarding the
schools and their supervision, textbooks, and so forth, as
long as the laws of the Catholic Church do not suffer harm.
17. See Documents 1919, pp. 49-50, and 1954, p. 52, addressed to
Bishop Drepper.
18. See Document 1581 [June 1854], which can be found in Volumes
4 and 9 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
19. A cardinal protector was appointed by the Holy See for each religious congregation to mediate in its interest when necessary.
20. Mother Theresa had only one copy of the congregation’s rule until
1859 when it was approved by the Holy See for six years.
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· The secondary school at the Brede Convent is only a
private institute for the time being and has been under the
supervision of Fr. Bruns, the pastor.
· Furthermore, wherever we are given similar institutes
and schools, teaching sisters who have been examined and
approved by civil authorities conduct them in accordance
with the statutes of our order. Besides being supervised by
their pastors, the sisters are also supervised by the religious
institute’s school prefect, who has her own exact rules of conduct and who is subject to the local superior, who, in turn, is
subject to the general superior. In this way, all the religious
institute’s obligations are sufficiently taken into account.
Therefore, with God’s grace, the religious institute at the
Brede Convent should be able to comply with all the requirements as it did formerly.
As far as the respectfully undersigned knows, Fr. [Francis X.] Menne, the chaplain, was assigned to the institute by
the bishop of Paderborn21 for the sole purpose of conducting
simple Church functions there. He also teaches religion to
the boarders. Formerly he taught the candidates one or
other subject. In addition to what Fr. Menne receives from
the institute, that is, 200 thalers [$140] annually plus Mass
stipends, he receives the benefit of free room and board so
that he can fulfill his few obligations without difficulty, even
when in poor health. It is certain that he is living in accordance with his position as a priest.
Fr. Menne was not requested by or sent to the Brede
Convent for any other purpose, and until recently, he was
satisfied with this arrangement. All at once, however, he
wanted to take control of things. He began to assert himself
with demands which were neither promised nor to which he
was entitled in his position as an ordinary house chaplain.
According to the Holy See’s instructions to the religious institute, these demands cannot be granted because the same

21. Bishop Drepper
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Holy See rules out the position of a spiritual director and superior.22
Far be it from me to say that the institute at the Brede
Convent, and the sisters in particular, are without fault or
to gloss over their mistakes because there is nothing perfect
under the sun. Nevertheless, Fr. Menne’s strange, one-sided
views, which are based on very little experience, as well as
his melancholy disposition, make him altogether unsuitable
for an institute of this kind. The personnel at the institute
lack confidence in Fr. Menne to the same extent that they
put their trust in the pastor, Fr. Bruns. Fr. Menne will
never be satisfied with this state of affairs because he will
not find what he is looking for at the Brede Convent. His peculiar and unsuitable demands cannot be accommodated
there. With Fr. Menne at the institute, it will never attain
that peaceful disposition or harmony that is so necessary for
its progress, especially in our times.
Therefore, it would certainly be best for both sides if you
would kindly give Fr. Menne the higher field of activity for
which he strives because his present position as chaplain is
too trivial for him. It would also be best if you would please
remember the institute with a humble servant of God who
would be satisfied with the ordinary position of chaplain,
which would not be changed in any way. Since there is so
little work and such a small area of activity, a priest who is
unable to handle difficult assignments due to a weak physical condition could easily hold this position. Only then will
both Fr. Menne and the institute come to the desired peace.
This is the first time that I am speaking in regard to Fr.
Menne whom, incidentally, I respect as a priest. Nevertheless, I am extremely distressed by the prevailing circumstances, and therefore, in the interest of both God’s work
and the very apprehensive sisters, I consider it necessary to
express myself very openly. Although Fr. Menne’s position
22. In June 1854, Mother Theresa summarized the instructions that
accompanied the Holy See’s statement of recognition of the congregation.
These instructions included the statement that “the position of a spiritual director, which was proposed for us by another party [Archbishop
Reisach], is ruled out. One father spiritual, as we requested, is
sufficient.” See Document 1581 [June 1854] found in Volumes 4 and 9 of
Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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at the Brede Convent is very clear, he constantly demands
that the sisters adjust it to his liking.
I say this only so that you will be able to see the true
state of affairs and then kindly remedy the situation, because where peace and harmony are lacking, God’s blessing
vanishes.
If God grants me the grace, I will discuss this at greater
length with you in spring.
Recommending this intention to your kind benevolence
and hoping that the institute will flourish to the greater
glory of God and become a source of joy for you, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
2414: To Bishop Conrad Martin
Paderborn
Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 31, 1857
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Due to the illness of my assistant and secretary,23 I was
prevented for weeks from making the long-planned trip to
Westphalia. In the consoling hope that it would be better to
respond in person, I also postponed responding to your
letter.24 Therefore, I must appeal to your kind forbearance.
Since I cannot leave here for some time—difficult as it is for
me—I am sending my representative, M. Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann], whom I recommend to Your Excellency.
With regard to the situation at the Brede Convent, you
kindly gave us the consoling assurance that the chaplain Fr.
[Francis X.] Menne will be at peace. May God grant it!
23. Sister M. Emmanuela Landgrebe
24. On March 17, 1857, Bishop Martin wrote to Mother Theresa and
stated, among other things, that, after studying the material referred to
in Document 2346, pp. 71-75, and speaking with Fr. Menne, he was convinced that Mother Theresa did not have to give in to his demands. See
Copia Publica, 4901-02.
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As I reported earlier, the statutes of our order are still
before the Holy See awaiting approbation. I myself have
only a single copy, which is indispensable for the leadership
of the whole order. Nevertheless, because you wish to examine it, I will give it to my representative so that, when
she is in Paderborn, she can present it to you for this purpose.25 We hope to obtain papal approbation soon. This is
our daily prayer and very great longing.
With regard to the specific direction of the mission institutes,26 they are under the local superior and subject to the
superior of the motherhouse to which they are assigned.
The motherhouse superior is subject to the respective bishop
in Church matters, as you will have gathered from the material already submitted.27 The Brede Convent is a mission
institute at this time and directly responsible to the generalate in conventual matters. If Divine Providence ordains
that several branch institutes come to life in the province,28
with your permission, a motherhouse could also be established there.
Only the general superior has a father spiritual at her
side. The priest in mission houses has no other function or
authority than what I described regarding the pastor29 and
the chaplain Fr. Menne at the Brede Convent.
You still have reservations about giving episcopal approval to the Adoration Sisters until there would be a sufficient number of members.30 Please do not take it amiss,
25. In the same letter, Bishop Martin asked for a copy of the complete rule in order to gain an insight into the congregation, as well as clarity regarding the rights and duties of the chaplain at the Brede Convent.
See Copia Publica, 4901-02.
26. In the same letter, Bishop Martin asked for an explanation of the
relationship between the superior, the missions, and the chaplain. See
Copia Publica, 4901-02.
27. See Document 2346, pp. 71-75.
28. Westphalia became a province in the kingdom of Prussia in 1815.
29. Fr. Bruns
30. See Document 2320, pp. 70-71. In his letter of March 17, 1857,
Bishop Martin also expressed concern that there would not be enough sisters to keep the hours of adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. He had
reservations about having the boarders taking some of the hours, especially if they were unsupervised. See Copia Publica, 4901-02.
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however, if I repeat my petition for permission to have exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament a few hours
during the day for now. If there is no exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament that can be brought to the attention of the public through the voice of the Church, it will
be difficult to obtain a sufficient number of Adoration Sisters
very soon. With hearts filled with gratitude and joy for this
great and undeserved grace, the sisters themselves would
take a few hours of adoration until there are enough Adoration Sisters. This would bring us inexpressible consolation
in the many sorrows and very difficult responsibilities of the
order that is spread far and wide. The sisters would pray
daily that our Divine Savior would pour out the fullness of
grace over their spiritual leader and the flock entrusted to
your care and abundantly reward the benevolence you have
shown the poor brides of Jesus.
The sisters would be very conscientious about preventing
anything that would be adverse to the Blessed Sacrament,
and they would provide the proper number of candles.
On the other hand, if granting the partial favor on a provisional basis would conflict with the laws of the Church,31
then I request that, if you find the statutes for the Adoration
Sisters consistent with faith and morals and consider them
beneficial for the salvation of souls, you would graciously
grant these statutes episcopal approval.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior

31. To have exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament a few
hours each day
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2555: To Bishop Conrad Martin
Paderborn
J!M!

Munich
February 17, 1858

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
According to reports coming from my sisters at the Brede
Convent, the pastor32 there brought great joy to all the inhabitants of the house with word from you that (a) adoration may begin when twelve persons are available, and (b) a
novitiate may be established at the Brede Convent.
Thanks be to God and to Your Excellency for this! It was
for these reasons that the costly addition was built.33 I hope
that, with adoration, great blessing will come to the entire
diocese as well as to our order which is engaged in a constant struggle with so many hostile elements, even in the
schools. We need a Moses on the mountain who will raise
hands and heart to heaven to plead for the grace of victory.
God will reward you a thousandfold!
I gladly agree to the second point regarding the novitiate.
My companion sister34 did not have the privilege of
speaking with you in person in Paderborn last summer, and
unfortunately, the rule that she took along was brought
back unread.35 Before we submitted our rule to Rome, we
sent a copy to the diocesan ordinariate in Paderborn.36
Therefore I would like to submit the rule for your inspection
now, although I wanted to wait for papal approbation so that
I could present you with a printed version of the rule.
Since it is the only copy of the rule that I have, please do
not take it amiss if I ask that it would be kindly returned as
soon as possible.
At the same time, I would like to take this opportunity
to present a small directory of our order for your gracious
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Fr. Bruns
See Document 1339, pp. 32-33.
Sister M. Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann
See Document 2414, pp. 75-77.
See Document 1919, pp. 49-50, addressed to Bishop Drepper.
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examination.37 You will see that, with the structure of the
order, it can branch out into the smallest villages and market towns and continue to expand. According to the papal
instructions (according to which the rule was drawn up)38
sisters who have not yet made perpetual vows may go to
those places where the sisters’ living quarters are not directly connected to the church. Thus, the reign of God will
not suffer harm in any way.
For these reasons, we cherish the consoling hope that
our order and its rule will also find favor with you as it did
with all the other bishops. When all the bishops from here
and abroad made their statement to the Holy See regarding
their episcopal approval of our rule, they said that, with
God’s help, the order would carry out its mission in accordance with the demands of our times.
Finally, I submit my petition that, when the Adoration
Institute and the novitiate begin, the chaplain Fr. [Francis
X.] Menne would be graciously promoted to another place,
something that is necessary and advantageous, both for the
institute and for the priest himself.
Repeating my request, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
2556: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
Central Motherhouse in Munich
February 18, 1858
J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!
Before all else, I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude
for your kind, beneficial efforts in Paderborn, as well as for
the charity, zeal, and great courage with which you re37. Beginning in 1853, the generalate in Munich published an annual directory listing the motherhouses, missions, and personnel at each
place. Statistical information and a report on the significant events in
the congregation during the previous year were also included.
38. See Document 1581 [June 1854], which can be found in Volumes
4 and 9 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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mained true to our order and defended it so bravely in the
face of all hostile reproaches and objections. May God reward you! That is why I wrote to the bishop of Paderborn
immediately after the announcement that the favor was
granted.39 Sister Willibalda [Deischer] will tell you about it.
The following are my thoughts on the two projects. It
probably would have been better if I had approached the
bishop through you as the pastor. I would have been happy
to do that if I had not been afraid of setting a precedent for
the future of the order that could become dangerous, that is,
that everything between the order and the bishop would go
through the hands of the respective pastor. (I am not the
least bit afraid of this when it comes to you. I could hardly
give you more assurance of this.)
Therefore, I think that I can ask you (as the pastor) to
write a letter to Sister M. Willibalda saying that the bishop
himself has already made the promise and stated that (a)
adoration may begin when 12 persons are available and candles are provided, and (b) a novitiate may be established at
the Brede Convent. With a novitiate, the personnel there
will soon double.40
After the local superior requests and obtains my authorization,41 she can make her application based on this
document, which she will also enclose. With God’s grace, I
think this is the best way to handle the matter.

39. See Document 2555, pp. 78-79, addressed to Bishop Martin.
40. In the copy prepared for the beatification process, the marginal
note, “This paragraph was not used,” accompanies the additional text:
“Do not be angry if, with absolute confidence in your goodness and loyalty,
I make another request. In your official letter to Sister Willibalda, (for the
sake of formality and authority) please do not take responsibility for covering the cost of candles. The motherhouse will take care of this, although
God does not need any of us and will provide in another way, which will
probably be evident very soon. My only concern is that, if we do not determine this from the beginning, the vicar-general will put obstacles in
the way.”
41. See Document 2557, p. 81.
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How would it be if you would deliver a copy of our directory to the vicar-general and explain things to him as I did
to the bishop when there was a similar opportunity?42
For now, you must take responsibility for the novitiate
and help us to obtain, for once and for all, a worthy priest in
place of Fr. [Francis X.] Menne, who is unsuitable.
I am demanding great things, but your kindness is even
greater, and your reward in eternity will be the greatest of
all.
With this confidence and these petitions, I close, knowing that you will not let me trust in vain.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2557: To Sister M. Willibalda Deischer
Brede Convent near Brakel
J!M!

Munich
February 19, 1858

Authorization to Establish a Novitiate
Provided that episcopal approval is obtained, the undersigned hereby authorizes Sister M. Willibalda [Deischer],
local superior of the Religious Institute of the Poor School
Sisters at the Brede Convent, to establish a novitiate for the
Westphalian Province. This will also help toward the realization and promotion of perpetual adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament.
Central Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters in Munich
Feast of the Five Holy Wounds and of St. Conrad, Bishop
February 19, 1858
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

42. Fr. John Wasmuth was the vicar-general in the diocese of Paderborn from 1857 until 1864.
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2772: To Dr. Westhoff
Cologne
J!M!

Munich
December 29, 1858

Learned Reverend Director!43
In your esteemed letter of December 22, you asked us
whether our order would be inclined to take charge of the
elementary school for girls at Neviges or Hardenberg.44 May
it serve as our response to say that we are always willing to
go wherever Divine Providence calls us.
If there are 80 children, two sisters and a layperson to
care for the household would be sufficient. Since some tuition would come from the children, the allocated stipend of
300 thalers [$210] would also be sufficient. If a little bread
occasionally remains, the sisters will share it with the poor
children.
Our order does not claim a pension for sisters who are incapacitated, since these sisters are the responsibility of the
motherhouse from which they were sent and to which they
are recalled. As required by the structure of our institute,
the sisters remain under its care.
All teaching sisters pass the legal teaching examination
before they conduct a class. We would certainly send to
Prussia as many Prussian teachers as possible. Teaching
sisters also conduct the needlework school.
Our religious vows are simple, perpetual vows.
We will recommend this cause to God in the meantime.
If it is God’s will that this new mission would open in the
fall of 1859, as proposed, God will also take care of the further details. Nevertheless, we would appreciate your kindness in letting us know in sufficient time so that we could
43. Dr. Westhoff was the director of the archdiocesan seminary in
Cologne. It cannot be determined if Document 2207, pp. 68-69, was also
addressed to Dr. Westhoff.
44. Neviges is now a part of the city of Velbert in North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany. Hardenberg Castle is located in Neviges, which was
sometimes known as Hardenberg-Neviges. Since 1681, Neviges has been
the site of the Franciscan Shrine of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, one of the largest Marian shrines in Germany.
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follow the call and assign personnel, whom we need everywhere.
Returning your best wishes for the New Year, I ask that
you would remember us in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2972: To Baroness Clothilde von Wendt
Crassenstein Castle near Wadersloh

Noble Baroness!45

J!M!

Munich

September 14, 1859

Your cordial, handwritten postscript to the letter from
Dr. Westhoff concerning the opening of the school for girls in
Hardenberg-Neviges brought us even greater joy, because
now we have direct contact with you.46
I can assure you of our complete willingness to conduct
the school for girls under discussion, but we consider it more
advisable to open this school next year so that the necessary
structural changes can be made and the building properly
dried out. It would also be very difficult for us to find the
necessary personnel this year, and I must ask that you
would please let me know in good time if the work is to become a reality next year. Then I can keep back the teaching
personnel needed there instead of sending them elsewhere.
However, that does not prevent us from settling the business matters now, if you would like.
Looking forward to further helpful suggestions and
united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
45. Baroness Clothilde von Wendt resided at Crassenstein Castle
near Wadersloh, which is located west of Paderborn.
46. See Document 2772, pp. 82-83. Baroness von Wendt’s family
purchased the property and building for the proposed school and convent
in Neviges.
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2973: To Dr. Westhoff
Cologne
J!M!

Munich
September 14, 1859

Learned Reverend Director!
Returning from a journey, I found your esteemed letter
of September 1 (received September 4), in which you informed us that the classes in Hardenberg-Neviges could be
transferred to the Poor School Sisters this fall.
You consider it more advisable, however, to wait until
October 1860 to carry out this plan. Our shortage of personnel compels us to agree with this recommendation because, shortly before the arrival of your letter, we had sent
our Prussian teachers to their missions for the coming
school year.
If we can make a small contribution for the benefit of the
young people, we will rejoice greatly in the Lord.
Recommending the proposed work as well as our entire
institute to your worthy prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
3083: To Baroness Clothilde von Wendt
Crassenstein Castle near Wadersloh
Our Motherhouse in Munich
July 22, 1860
J!M!

Noble Countess!
Please accept my apology that this letter is coming so
late. I returned to our motherhouse only on Saturday night
and then spent the next day drawing up the points that I
would like to present here.
Above all, I would like to express again our deep gratitude for the charity and kindness you showed us during the
short time we were with you. One thing I cannot mention
without blushing is the additional expense you incurred by
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graciously providing the carriage for us. We wanted to pay
the driver, but he refused to accept money from us, stating,
“Madame has already paid me.”
Thank you very much for the note to the auditor who received us very kindly, gave us accommodations, and served
us. How happy we were to have found such a good, quiet, refreshing place of rest for the night.
The pastor from Neviges47 was also very hospitable and
helped us wherever he could. He expressed his sincere joy
and interest in the new institute and told us of his great
longing that it would begin immediately—for the blessing of
many! He explained to us many things with regard to the
school and took us over to the new building. How great was
my regret, however, for not having requested the building
plan right from the beginning. Shyness was probably the
cause, but it really was too soon. Helpful comments could
have been made before work on the building was completed.
Perhaps this happened because I assumed that we would be
given an already existing building for the proposed institute.
Although I presented the following points to the architect who came and later to Dr. Westhoff, allow me to put
them into writing here—without wanting to be the least bit
authoritative—in order to prevent possible misunderstandings. Perhaps you would like to consider one or other of
these points.
1. Since there will be between 120 and 130 girls, it seems
to me that the new classrooms are rather narrow. One
should be able to reach the children from all sides, especially
the girls in the needlework class who can be very awkward
and in need of every kind of help. The height of the classroom will be considerable. We probably could have raised
the floor of this classroom, which would have increased the
height on the lower level. This would have provided the children with one or two more rooms. In any case, I still would
like to ask for a spiral stairway, even if it is narrow, that
would lead from the forecourt of the building into the middle level so that, as already mentioned, the girls could go directly into the needlework classroom. This would also make
the classrooms somewhat wider.
47. Fr. George Bartels, OFM
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2. Besides the stairway, the lavatories could have been
installed on the outside by making a small protrusion in the
building. Then, when the weather is hot, the odor would not
be in the school with so many children. In accordance with
your kind instruction, I expressed my views to the architect,
who regretted that nothing could be changed anymore because the building was already too far advanced.
3. In the already existing building designated for the sisters, there seems to be insufficient space to install an economy stove48 in the area chosen for the kitchen. Therefore, it
might be advantageous to put a stove in the adjoining room
so that it could also be heated, at least during the winter
months.
4. Furthermore, it would be more practical if the single
window facing the yard would be converted into a glass door
so that the sisters could walk directly into the courtyard and
would not have to walk around the outside of the house
every time they want to go into the yard.
5. I ask that the convent chapel be on the ground floor.
Then, if an attractive, lightweight grille were installed in
the door, the adjoining room could be a parlor.
6. I also discussed an entrance gate and a small door
next to the chapel and made a pencil drawing on the building plan. It would be particularly desirable to have an entrance next to the druggist’s storage shed because it would
shorten considerably the distance to the church that the sisters must walk. The entire building is completely enclosed
like a real convent and we are very grateful for this. The
garden wall will be two feet thick (60 cm) and therefore expensive, but the architect replied that it must be this wide
since many stones become weathered and crumble, causing
everything to fall into ruin.
7. On this occasion, I venture to ask if you would kindly
have this garden wall extend to the brook so that there
would be more lawn for drying the laundry and an open area
where the children can play. They should have some time to
48. In the mid-nineteenth century, closed, upright stoves that saved
fuel began to be used in Europe for cooking, baking, and heating. These
stoves were referred to as economy stoves. Prior to that, all cooking and
baking was done on an open fire, either in a fireplace or outdoors.
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move about during the three hours of elementary instruction. I also told the pastor that we will keep the same number of hours, but we would like to take an additional hour
each day for needlework instruction, especially in the winter months. The pastor was happy to agree to this.
8. Moreover, with so much expense involved in bringing
the institute into existence, it would be desirable if it were
a public institute. As a private institute, it would be very
limited and its existence would be precarious. Moreover, the
townspeople could not afford to pay tuition and furnish a
private institute.49 Dr. Westhoff told me, however, that it is
expressly stated in the foundation document that the elementary school should be given to the sisters who are coming. He was also kind enough to adjust the foundation
document in accordance with our discussions and will present it to you as well as to us for examination before it is presented to the respective authorities.
9. It would be very necessary to settle this before the sisters come so that, undisturbed, they could continue in their
profession with even greater effectiveness and blessing.
10. We should have made a formal visit to the prince
bishop and cardinal of Cologne,50 but refrained from doing so
because he was ill at the time. Dr. Westhoff also stated that
the foundation had not yet been discussed with him.
11. Finally, I also expressed my concern about whether
the building would be properly dried out by the beginning of
the new school year. The ceiling is being finished only now,
and the rough walls have not yet been plastered and
cleaned. Due to health regulations in our country, we may
not move into a building so quickly.
12. I also asked that the desks and doors would be
painted only with a primer for this year. Otherwise, the
children will wear off the paint and ruin them, that is, unless the doors, windows, and school furnishings are finished
soon enough so that they can be painted completely before
they are installed.
49. Catholics were a small minority in Neviges and the surrounding
area.
50. Cardinal John von Geissel (1796-1864), Prince Bishop of Cologne
(1845-64)
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13. Dr. Westhoff also asked when the school could be
opened. I replied and also state here that, as far as we are
concerned, if everything is settled with the Church and civil
authorities by the beginning of the new school year, there is
nothing to prevent the sisters from arriving by that time.
14. Regarding the foundation document, I ventured to
suggest that you would be named as the foundress so that
gratitude would not wane and the children would continue
to pray for you.
15. Regarding the submission of an annual account, I
would like to reassure you and also ask that it would not be
included in the foundation document. This requirement is
too involved and impossible for us to meet. If possible, the
sisters will be happy to use any surplus for the poor children
there, as they do everywhere else.
16. I inquired about both the textbooks and the school
furnishings. The latter should be made of oak because it is
most durable. The school desks and blackboards, however,
are too heavy for girls or women to turn or drag when the
room must be swept. I am sorry that the desks are already
cut and measured in such a way that they will extend to the
wall. The sisters will not be able to go around them and
reach the children, especially during the needlework classes.
Moreover, all the children must step out of the desk and
bench in order to permit an individual child to leave, which
will cause much waste of time and disturbance. Therefore,
I am enclosing drawings of how we furnish our schools in
case you would like to consider them.
I now close this lengthy letter with an apology for having
gone into such detail and making it so involved. I wanted to
express myself clearly because I no longer have the honor of
doing this in person.
Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude for all
the proofs of your kindness and charity, and be assured that
we are very happy to conduct the institute. We will make it
our concern to train the children to become good Christians
and capable persons who will be a source of consolation and
joy for heaven and for you.
It is our sure hope that Mary, our patron and the Mother
of Our Order—at whose shrine we felt so much at home and
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could pray with such confidence—will intercede with her Divine Son for the sisters.51
Therefore, it is with complete confidence that I recommend the new institute to your motherly care and gracious
benevolence.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

The following postscript is in response to your esteemed
letter that arrived before the above was mailed.
There must have been a mistake regarding the size or
measurements of the teacher’s desk. A sketch of a teacher’s
desk with measurements given in Bavarian feet is included
in the enclosed drawings of our furnishings.
A folding table can certainly be used in place of the
sewing table. Sewing tables are needed only for cutting out
shirts, dresses, and so forth because that cannot be done on
the narrow school desks.
If my suggestion regarding the stairway cannot be realized, I must let it rest and leave it as proposed.
If the work begins on time and if this summer’s warmer
weather continues during the coming months, the third and
last coat of paint on the doors, windows, tables, and so forth,
could still dry out properly.
Dr. Westhoff must have misunderstood me with regard
to the thickness of the surrounding wall. I said nothing
about it being five feet thick (1.5m). Nevertheless, I can certainly understand that a wall made of natural stone would
have to be of the current thickness.
In our country, a stove saves firewood because it is used
for both heating the room and cooking. That is why it is
called an economy stove or a thrift stove. One side is partially open so that it can be used for cooking. The stove has
51. The Franciscan Shrine of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Velbert-Neviges is now known as Mary, Queen of
Peace.
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an iron plate, is enclosed, and is covered with tile. It is built
in such a way that neither smoke nor fire can escape. It also
has two small iron doors so that it can be opened and closed
from the outside.
Our curtains cover only the lower half of the windows.
Each window has iron pins to the left and right to hold up a
lateral rod on which the white curtains made of light cotton
material are hung.
The bedding consists of mattresses, pillows, and covers.
If the children of officials are not allowed to demand
more than ordinary elementary and needlework instruction,
I am in complete agreement with the content of the foundation document. Moreover, I think that what I mentioned in
the above letter regarding the noble donor52 might also be
added at the end of Paragraph 12. In case the Catholic
parish in Neviges would dissolve or be lost as a result of the
injustice of our times, perhaps the Catholic archbishop of
Cologne could reclaim the foundation capital and use it for
other Catholic purposes.
Now I think I have supplied the missing points in accordance with your wishes.
3128: To Fr. George Bartels
Hardenberg-Neviges
J!M!

Augsburg
September 17, 1860

To the Catholic Pastorate in Hardenberg-Neviges
Introduction of the Religious Institute of the Poor School
Sisters in Hardenberg-Neviges
The building designated for the school for girls and living quarters for the School Sisters who will be sent to Hardenberg should be ready for occupancy by October 1, which
will make it possible to open the institute.
52. Baroness von Wendt
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Now I would like to inform you that the appointed sisters
will arrive at the end of this month, either on September 29
or September 30.
Since we do not know what steps need to be taken with
the royal government for this type of occasion, we find it necessary to leave it up to your kindness and discretion to take
these steps and to inform the respective regional authorities
if necessary.
For this purpose, it is my honor to announce the names
and grades of the sisters going to Hardenberg-Neviges: M.
Ursula Schulte, who, according to the minutes of the Examination Commission in Paderborn taken July 11, 1856,
received the highest examination grade, Excellent, and M.
Nolasca Riecks, who, according to the minutes taken August
11, 1852, received the second highest examination grade,
Very Good.
Recommending these sisters to your good will and requesting a remembrance in prayer before God, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3129: To Cardinal John von Geissel
Cologne
J!M!

Augsburg
September 17, 1860

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal and Archbishop!
Introduction of the Religious Institute of the Poor School
Sisters in Hardenberg-Neviges
As a result of a foundation made by Baroness [Clothilde]
von Wendt, née Countess von Ansembourg, and with the approval of Your Eminence, our religious institute will conduct
the elementary and needlework school for girls in Hardenberg-Neviges.
We are sending Sisters M. Ursula Schulte and M. Nolasca
Riecks there for this purpose. According to the minutes of
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the Examination Commission in Paderborn for July 11, 1856,
and August 11, 1852, their grades are Excellent and Very
Good. They will be accompanied by M. Valeria Wallner, a
house sister.
On this occasion, the respectfully undersigned requests
that Your Eminence would send an episcopal representative
for the opening of this church-related institute and appoint
an ordinary and an extraordinary confessor for the sisters
who are being sent there.
Recommending to your kind benevolence this mission,
the first of our religious institute in the archdiocese of
Cologne, and requesting your episcopal blessing so that the
work of the sisters in the vineyard of the Lord may redound
to the honor of God and to the consolation and joy of the
Church, I remain respectfully yours,
The General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
[No Signature]
3135 a:

To Sister M. Willibalda Deischer
Brede Convent near Brakel
Central Motherhouse in Munich
September 22, 1860
J!M!

Sister M. Willibalda [Deischer], local superior at our mission institute at the Brede Convent, is hereby given the obedience to serve as my representative and to introduce
Sisters M. Ursula Schulte, M. Nolasca Riecks, and M. Valeria Wallner in Hardenberg-Neviges and to carry out in my
name whatever needs to be done there.
Given at the Central Motherhouse in Munich
September 22, 1860
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
(Autograph, Brede Convent)
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To Baroness Clothilde von Wendt
Crassenstein Castle near Wadersloh

Noble Countess!

J!M!
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Munich

October 26, 1860

Your recent kind letter just arrived and I venture to respond that, on our part, we have nothing to say about the
fact that the opening of the institute has been postponed
until late November. The sisters appointed for Hardenberg
are in good hands for the time being at our mission institute, the Brede Convent near Brakel in Westphalia. Since
it is already so late, you are therefore free to set the date for
the opening, provided that it is not before November 25, the
day on which the bishop of Paderborn is conducting a reception ceremony at the Brede Convent.53 This will involve
much work for the local superior,54 who will accompany the
sisters to Hardenberg as my representative.
Institutes of this kind are usually opened with an appropriate liturgical celebration. In Bavaria, the government
usually sends its representative who, after the church celebration, entrusts the school to the sisters, presents the children to them, and gives a fitting speech. This is followed by
a speech given by a member of the clergy and the blessing of
the house. Everything proceeds in a simple manner.
We leave all of this to your wise judgment. If I may express my thoughts and wishes regarding this topic, however,
your noble presence at the opening would add a beautiful
solemnity to the occasion. Nevertheless, we, on our part,
cannot demand this of you.
The city council and the local board of directors usually
attend these celebrations.
We were surprised to hear that the government is objecting—as usual—to this institute. The foundation docu53. Bishop Martin conducted the first reception ceremony at the
Brede Convent on Sunday, November 25, 1860, the day on which the feast
of the Presentation of Mary was celebrated. This ceremony, held on the
patronal feast of the Brede Convent, marked the beginning of the motherhouse and novitiate there.
54. Sister M. Willibalda Deischer
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ment expressly states that the institute is nothing other
than a public elementary and needlework school.55
Nevertheless, the fact that so many obstacles and hindrances are confronting the opening of this institute is a
good sign that it is God’s cause. Good things come into being
only with suffering, and the more they are shaken by
storms, the more firmly established they will become. From
the very beginning, the enemy of salvation senses that its
reign will be harmed by this work.
Due to the additional cost, I did not venture to suggest
putting the kitchen in the arched cellar. If you think that
this will be better, however, I will not object and will be very
happy and grateful instead.
Since every kind of illness can occur, a stove should be
installed in one of the cells. I have no idea who said that
stoves should not be there.
I am sorry that you made such great effort and went out
of your way to have a Bavarian stove purchased. When I
made the suggestion, I really did not mean that you should
do this. I mentioned it only because a stove saves on firewood and is therefore less expensive in the end.56
The bundle from Munich that the pastor57 already received contains clothing and linens and can remain unopened, but I ask that it would be kept dry.
Please do not grow weary before the completion of this
blessed work. Surely God will give it a crown. Mary has always helped us, continues to help us now, and will do so in
the future.
Respectfully yours,
[No Signature]
(Transcript, Munich) 3180 a

55. It took several months before permission was obtained from the
government. A note in the Neviges Chronicle states that His Majesty
William I (1797-1888), King of Prussia (1861-88) and German Emperor
(1871-88), personally signed the foundation document as an expression
of gratitude that his life was saved in an assassination attempt on July
14, 1861. The mission in Neviges was opened on September 25, 1861.
(Typescript, Brede Convent)
56. See Document 3083, p. 86.
57. Fr. Bartels
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2941 a:

To the Postulants
Brede Convent
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Central Motherhouse in Munich
October 30, 1860
J!M!

The peace and grace of God be with us all!
Greetings and blessings to all the Postulants!
Those who want to erect a building must, first of all,
clear the ground of all rubble and brush, dig a foundation—
the higher the building, the deeper the foundation—and
then begin to build and bring it to completion.
You, dear Children, have such a building in mind because, following God’s call, you asked for reception into religious life. I take it for granted that you, dear Children of
God, are not assuming that you will be provided for here,
but that, guided by a pure and holy intention¸ you are taking this step to dedicate yourselves to God and to God’s service.
This is still not enough. If you wish to build the tower of
perfection of which the Divine Redeemer speaks in the
Gospel,58 you must zealously strive to cast from your hearts
all longing for the things of this world, which the Lord compares to stones and thorns. In order to build the tower of
perfection with God’s grace, you must lay a deep foundation
of humility. If this foundation is lacking, all that has been
built up will collapse.
Do not forget, dear Children, to go to the school of Jesus
and to learn from him, not how to create worlds or work miracles, but how to become humble and gentle. You will find
rest for your soul59 in religious life, which will become like
heaven to you. Others will grow tired of this way of life,
which will not redound to their well-being.
Put off the old self, and with the religious habit, put on
a new person, patterned after Jesus. Away with all haste
and anxiety! They only confuse us, press us to the ground,
58. See Luke 14:28-30.
59. See Matthew 11:28-29.
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and hinder us in our progress toward perfection. Let us
work and serve in love and fidelity and with a good intention, not to please people but God, who will stand by us with
all-powerful grace so that everything will go well.
Away with pride that goes before the fall! If we know
something—even much—the Apostle says “our knowledge
is only partial.”60 Who gave us understanding and the opportunity to learn? Do we not owe everything to God? Even
if we do all things, we are still unprofitable servants.
Vain people adorn themselves like peacocks so that they
can spread their feathers to show off before the world, but
devout people, following the example of Jesus and Mary,
clothe themselves in poor attire. They strive even more,
however, to adorn their interior, their poor souls, with grace
and the love of God.
The children of this world are clever enough to hide their
innermost thoughts in order to deceive others. The children
of God in religious life, however, are like an open book with
their superiors, who are then able to read everything that is
going on in their hearts and thus guide them to the glory of
God and the salvation of their souls.
Closed hearts act according to their blind understanding and ill will, and they wander off to their own downfall.
It is impossible for anything to go well for them.
We ought always to be sorry for our sins, as God asks of
us. A new and blessed life begins for us in religious life, a
second baptism as it were. We can and should be joyful in
the Lord, for God loves cheerful givers who offer themselves
completely to God. All other sadness must be banished. It is
not from God and does not lead to God, but takes us far
away from God instead.
Therefore, rejoice in the Lord. We are, indeed, on our
way to the wedding feast of the Lamb! In order to put up the
building successfully, let us do away with the thorny thicket
of our imperfections, our failures, and our bad habits
through constant interior and exterior mortification, especially the denial of our own will.
In the novitiate, thick walls of virtue, which Jesus our
Divine Redeemer and perfect model holds before us, must
60. See 1 Corinthians 13.
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be built on the foundation stones of humility. These walls
are strengthened by all the good we do, and then later on, we
will be able not only to teach others, especially the children,
to walk the same path, but also to instruct them in virtue
and to lead them by the hand to heaven.
One must first be refined and sanctified in the novitiate
so that teaching and character formation will produce good,
sweet fruit in the children, just as a good tree does. For this
reason, the School Sisters’ vocation requires that we become
spiritual mothers and religious teachers.
Do not forget to place the double roof of love of God and
neighbor on the walls of virtue. Without this love, our
speech is like “a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal.”61
Without this love, all our actions are useless, even if we
work miracles, even if we die as martyrs. Sisterly love is the
sign of the true bride of Christ.
“Neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is
anything, but only God, who causes the growth.”62 Therefore, as poor sinners in all humility of heart and in Jesus’
name, let us stand before the majesty of God and plead to
heaven by day and by night for enlightenment, strength, and
blessing as we go about building the tower. Without Jesus,
we can do nothing. Let us ask for this grace especially at
Holy Communion. So that our prayer will surely be heard,
let us come daily to God through Mary. In heaven, Mary can
do everything with and through Jesus, her Divine Son.
At the end of your novitiate, your venerable superior will
let me know how you are progressing, and it will be sufficient if I hear one word, “The novices were obedient.” Obedience is both the way and the means to reach the goal. If
all the novices walk the one, right path, surely they will all
become as Jesus required: “Be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.”63
Praised be Jesus Christ!
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
(Transcript, Brede Convent)

61. 1 Corinthians 13:1
62. 1 Corinthians 3:7
63. Matthew 5:48
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3190: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
J!M!

Brede Convent
November 21, 1860

The undersigned hereby authorizes Fr. [Frederick]
Bruns, dean and pastor in Brakel, to represent the interests
of the local convent of the Poor School Sisters in everything
pertaining to necessary repairs, especially in the orphanage.
She will recognize whatever he does and carries out in this
regard as having been done by her personally.
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3244: To Bishop John N. von der Marwitz
Culm
Our Central Motherhouse in Munich
April 30, 1861
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!64
My response to your gracious letter of March 28 was delayed by a journey that kept me far from home for a long
time. Then it was necessary for me to gather information in
order to determine if and how we could help the cause in
Graudenz.65 Now I would like to make the following reply.

64. John Nepomucene von der Marwitz (1795-1886), Bishop of Culm
(1857-86) (now Chełmno in the diocese of Pelplin in Poland)
65. In a letter of March 28, 1861, Bishop von der Marwitz asked
Mother Theresa whether two or three sisters could come to Graudenz
(now Grudziądz on the Vistula River in Poland) in order to staff an orphanage and an elementary school for girls there. (Autograph, Munich)
17594
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It was a misunderstanding if you were told that I have
more than enough personnel available,66 for no matter how
many candidates and sisters we have, demands for our sisters come from many sides.
As willing and happy as I would be to serve you and the
Catholic cause, it would be very difficult to find the personnel needed to take charge of the orphanage and elementary
school on a provisional basis in late fall and thus sow a tiny
mustard seed in the soil of your diocese. With God’s blessing, this seed could grow into a tree of life!
Changing or exchanging sisters from the house in Breslau would have the same results there that we want to avoid
in the diocese of Culm.67 Therefore, I will send sisters to
Graudenz who have already passed the Prussian examination and will be able to conduct the institute without political difficulties.68 If God grants the grace, as we hope, these
sisters will also do this to your satisfaction.
In the meantime, could you please send me a sketched
plan of the building that is to house the sisters and the institute, which includes its location in relation to the church?
Likewise, would you please let us know how the sisters
will be supported on the one hand and how the orphans will
be provided for on the other hand? Since it is my responsibility, I need to know this. I cannot avoid burdening you in
this manner.

66. In the same letter, Bishop von der Marwitz mentioned that he
had requested sisters from the motherhouse in Breslau, but he was told
that there were not enough sisters to meet the needs in the diocese of
Breslau. The prince bishop in Breslau, Henry Förster, did not allow Sister Philomena Blattner to send sisters to other dioceses and suggested
that Bishop von der Marwitz write to Mother Theresa, who, he said,
would have sufficient sisters to send to the diocese of Culm. (Autograph,
Munich) 17594
67. If Bavarian sisters were sent to either Breslau or Graudenz, they
would have to become Prussian citizens and pass the teaching examination in Prussia before they could begin their work there.
68. Rather than send sisters from Breslau and fill the vacancies with
sisters from Bavaria, as suggested by Bishop von der Marwitz, Mother
Theresa asked Sister M. Willibalda Deischer, the superior of the new
motherhouse at the Brede Convent, to send sisters to Graudenz.
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Surely, a small garden will be next to the building. Perhaps there will also be a farm? How many orphans will
there be?
Recommending this cause to God and to you, I remain
respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3250: To Fr. Hasse
Culm

Our Central Motherhouse in Munich
May 4, 1861
J!M!

Very Reverend Vicar-General!69
We just received your gracious letter of May 2 in which
you expressed your hope for a speedy reply to the bishop’s
request.70
I am replying by return mail that we already sent our
response to the bishop,71 and therefore our letters crossed. I
had to gather information first so that I could make a definite statement—thus the unfortunate delay! I hope that I
have given an appropriate response to the bishop’s wish.
Recommending this cause as well as our entire religious
institute to remembrance in your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

69. Fr. Hasse was the vicar-general of the diocese of Culm.
70. Bishop von der Marwitz
71. See Document 3244, pp. 98-100.
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3251: To Bishop John N. von der Marwitz
Culm
Central Motherhouse in Munich
Feast of St. Anthony [of Florence], May 10, 1861
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
In your letter of May 8, you were pleased to respond to
my request for information regarding the orphanage and elementary school. You also assured me of your gracious
benevolence toward the sisters who are coming.
Expressing above all my deep gratitude to God and to
Your Excellency, I venture to respond to your question regarding what the institute should offer the sisters as an annual stipend in addition to free lodging and food. We
confidently leave this to your discretion—at least on a trial
basis for the first year—and this all the more because such
a condition does not exist in any of our other houses. All the
other institutes of this kind give an annual amount per person, that is, both the sisters and the children at the institute, whereby paperwork, accounting, and other difficulties
are minimized. Incidentally, the sisters live very simply and
are accustomed to a poor way of life. They are much more
concerned about seeking and saving souls than acquiring
riches.
I am in complete agreement with your proposal to establish a motherhouse in your diocese in the future, and I
fully approve the reasons you kindly indicated to me. Although our times boast of modern education, the spiritual
necessity of church-related schools, especially for girls, is a
crying need everywhere. Nevertheless, nationality and language must be taken into account because their significance
is no small factor.72
72. At the time this letter was written, the Polish people in the diocese of Culm, as well as in other parts of Prussia, were struggling for independence from Prussia. At first, Bishop von der Marwitz favored
loyalty to Prussia, but as hostility toward the Catholic Church grew, he
supported the people of his diocese in their endeavors toward independence. The majority of the people were Polish.
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If the director of the teacher-training seminar in Graudenz is interested in the School Sisters’ introduction and expansion and even promotes it,73 then we may be even more
grateful to God because these seminars usually do not display
much warmth and love for us but, for obvious reasons, antipathy instead. In this case, the seminar’s proximity would
certainly be a great help for the seedbed of a motherhouse.
Time will tell where the best place is to establish a motherhouse. A motherhouse must often deal with the highest
Church and civil authorities, needs to train its aspirants, and
so forth. Since much of this can be done only in larger cities,
it seems advisable that, if a motherhouse is to prosper and develop in every respect, it should be in the place where these
higher authorities are located.
In the meantime, it would be very advantageous for this
purpose if you would kindly find one or other good, talented
Polish girl, the younger the better, who could be sent to our
motherhouse in Munich and initiated into the spirit of the
order. Later she could return to your diocese.
May God bless your worthy plans so that they will be realized for the glory of God and the salvation of the souls of the
large number of children in your diocese!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
3291: To Bishop John N. von der Marwitz
Culm

Gorizia

Feast of the Holy Archangel Raphael
October 24, 1861
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
During my current travels, I received the news that you
73. On February 16, 1861, Fr. Hauptstock, director of the teachertraining seminar in Graudenz, wrote to Mother Theresa and expressed
his hope that a secondary school for girls would also be established in
Graudenz. (Autograph, Munich) 17593
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would like to open the new church-related elementary school
and orphanage in Graudenz on November 3 of this year.
Since it is utterly impossible for me to be there in person,
I have already instructed the superior of the motherhouse at
the Brede Convent in the diocese of Paderborn to accompany
the appointed sisters to the new institute and to be my representative at its solemn opening.74 Since circumstances do
not allow it now, I must leave for a later time the great joy
and grace of making a courtesy call and receiving your
wishes and instructions regarding the institute.
In the meantime, I recommend the new arrivals to your
episcopal benevolence and submit my request that an ordinary and an extraordinary confessor would be appointed for
the sisters.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3300: To Bishop John N. von der Marwitz
Culm
J!M!

Munich

November 24, 1861

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
From the reports of our sisters who recently established
a mission in Graudenz in your diocese, I learned of your pastoral love and care, not only in receiving and housing them
but also in giving a very generous donation to show your
heartfelt interest in the opening of the new institute. You
arranged absolutely everything possible for the moment,
and you even had the vicar-general accompany them in person to their mission.75
74. Sister M. Willibalda Deischer accompanied Sisters M. Anselma
Fuchte, M. Gudila Breusing, and M. Bilhildis Schmeller to Graudenz, a
journey of approximately 450 miles (725 km) from the Brede Convent.
The mission was opened on November 3, 1861.
75. Fr. Hasse
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The sisters wrote that everything has been looked after
and that only one thing is lacking—a small convent chapel—
but it will be provided soon. The pathway to the church is
long and difficult, and it is almost impossible for them to
walk to church together, which they really ought to do.76
Thanks be to God and to you for everything! The difficult beginning does not frighten us in the least. All good
things begin small and proceed in pain, but then they make
even greater progress, stand even sturdier, and last even
longer! With the help of God, may the institute flourish!
I look forward to the time when I will see it for myself.
In the meantime, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

76. The building where the sisters lived was on the bank of the Weichsel (now Vistula) River, and the sisters needed to walk a steep pathway
to reach the church. A few weeks after the sisters’ arrival, a chapel was
arranged in their convent. See M. Apollinaris Jörgens, Dem
“Kulturkampf” und die Kirchenfeindlichkeit zum Opfer gefallen . . .
(Typescript, Brede Convent).
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3310 a:

To the Postulants
Brede Convent near Brakel
J!M!

Munich
January 4, 1862

Dear Children of God,
The grace and peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you, dear Children of God!
Since I cannot personally participate in the celebration
of your reception, I would like to send you at least a few
words on this occasion.1 Like the astrologers from the East,
you have seen the brightly shining star—Jesus, who is the
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Drawn by his love, you have
arrived today at the stable of Bethlehem, at the poor convent door, to present your sacrifice, just as they did, to the
One who has chosen you as his brides from among thousands.
Let us contemplate our Divine Bridegroom as a poor, crying infant, lying on straw, in a cold stable, in a crumbling
manger, surrounded by simple shepherds, amiably stretching out his hands toward us so that he can embrace us and
invite us to be his disciples, to become like little children.
What offerings does he require of us? We can present to
Jesus offerings similar to the gifts the holy astrologers
brought from the East—the gold of perfect, blind, joyful,
prompt, and punctual obedience to the holy rule and to our
superiors, all done out of love. We can present the incense
of a chaste, demure, secluded, and devout life, as well as the
myrrh of spiritual and material poverty and mortification.
These offerings are the most pleasing to the King of Glory
1. The second reception ceremony at the Brede Convent took place on
the feast of the Epiphany, January 6, 1862.
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who is present here in the lovely form of a child. They are
the favorite gifts which he longs for and expects from his
brides.
Let us not hesitate to bring our offerings to the Lord at
the time of our very entrance into religious life so that, before God, we will live our vocation completely. The star,
Christ Jesus, our Divine Bridegroom, will continue to light
up the heavens for us so that we will not wander in darkness
but walk in the light and climb the mountain of perfection,
where the eternal light shines for his chosen ones.
This is the narrow way, which so many saints walked
before us as religious and where all of them found salvation
and happiness in God.
May God grant this to all of us! Praised be Jesus Christ!
[No Signature]
(Transcript, Munich) 3310 a

3335: To Bishop John N. von der Marwitz
Culm
Central Motherhouse in Munich
February 27, 1862
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
May you be pleased to accept the enclosed copy of our
small directory for this year! At the same time, we also submit our petition that you would continue to grant our sisters in Graudenz your continued pastoral care so that, under
your episcopal protection, the little mustard seed, which is
planted in the soil of the Church there, will grow into a tree
with a large number of children coming to rest in its shade.
We School Sisters of Notre Dame on both sides of the
ocean raise our hands and hearts to God each day to implore
grace and blessing for you. We confidently hope that our
prayers will be heard, since we pray in the name of Jesus.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
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3341: To Bishop John N. von der Marwitz
Culm
Our Central Motherhouse in Munich
March 22, 1862
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
In your kind letter, you asked whether we could transfer
two of our German teachers to the house in Breslau in exchange for two teachers who speak Polish so that, with the
latter, we could take charge of the school for girls in the city
of Meve.2
How we wish we could give you an affirmative answer,
especially because, from this request, it is becoming very
clear that a wide field of labor would be open to those who
are zealous for souls!
Nevertheless, my hands are tied, and I cannot give Meve
even one sister. Our house at the Brede Convent, which provides the personnel needed for Graudenz, is not able to help
either. If Breslau cannot provide help, I really do not know
any other solution.
If God continues to send blessing so that, in accordance
with your intent and desire, a motherhouse can be established in Graudenz soon, then surely there will be prospects
of new members from there—but that will take years—and
Meve cannot wait that long. Please join us in praying to the
Lord of the vineyard to send into this section of the vineyard
capable laborers who have a religious vocation.
In the meantime, I will once again write to the motherhouse superior in Breslau3 and negotiate as much as possible to see if there might still be a solution for Meve. I will
then tell you of the results.4
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
2. Now Nowe on the Vistula River in Poland
3. Sister M. Philomena Blattner
4. Sisters were never sent to Meve.
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3610: To Bishop Alexander Bonnaz
Temesvár (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
November 10, 1863

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!5
. . . Since I did not want to write merely a letter of
thanks, I waited until I could tell you about the results of
my journey in this country and abroad with regard to finding and providing capable personnel for our motherhouse in
Temesvár. We returned here from Silesia and Westphalia
only on November 7, which explains the delay in my letter.
In a few days, we will begin our journey with the personnel
whom we engaged for Hungary, and we will discuss further
details with you there. . . .6
3619 a:

To Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Godelheim
[January 1864]
J!M!
Noble Countess!
Thanks be to God if our last letter brought renewed consolation! All of us are deeply concerned about our dear Sister Hedwig’s [von Bocholtz-Asseburg] weal and woe,7 and we
5. Alexander Bonnaz (1812-89), Bishop of Csanád in Temesvár
(1860-89) (Now Timişoara in Romania)
6. Since there were not enough vocations from Hungary to help staff
the seven houses already established there, Bishop Bonnaz continually
asked Mother Theresa for additional sisters. Several candidates and sisters from Westphalia were sent to Hungary around this time. Document
3610 can be found in its entirety in Volume 12 of Letters of Mary Theresa
of Jesus Gerhardinger.
7. After Sister M. Hedwig had been director of novices in Munich-Au
for five years, she was called to the motherhouse in Munich in September
1863 in order to prepare for a new mission in London, England. In December of that year, however, she became seriously ill. See M. Apollinaris
Jörgens, Adel Verpflichtet: Aus dem Leben der Schwester M. Hedwig
Gräfin Maria Helene v. Bocholtz-Asseburg (Typescript, Brede Convent)
38.
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know the pain that your motherly heart must feel over such
news. Our two physicians and a sister who is very experienced in nursing have made every possible effort in caring
for her, while we who are in the convent pray daily that,
with God’s grace, she will soon recover. Until now, improvements in her condition have been followed by relapses,
but we hope that this recovery will last. The physicians declare that her weakness is due to a nervous condition, which
will extend her convalescence somewhat.
You may be assured that we consider it our sacred duty
to do our utmost to bring relief to good Sister Hedwig. We
continue to pray for this intention and we are having Holy
Masses said for her. With God’s help, we expect a complete
recovery by the time spring approaches.
We will use for Sister Hedwig the 25 thalers [$17.50]
which you kindly enclosed. As great as your mother love is,
a visit now would surely make Sister Hedwig deeply concerned about your well-being during this season of the year.
She will be reassured if she knows that you are well and
that you are praying for her.
Finally, I wish to express our deep gratitude for sending
the enclosure! Even if the prospects with regard to Kassel8
are very small, we will continue to pray that the most holy
will of God will be done in this matter, as in all things!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
(Typescript, Brede Convent)

3630 a:

To Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Godelheim
Munich
January 29, 1864
J!M!
Noble Countess!
When we sent our last letter, we were filled with consolation and hope with regard to our dear Sister Hedwig [von
Bocholtz-Asseburg]. In addition to the two physicians who
8. This reference is unclear. Kassel is a city in Germany.
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had been treating her, we called in for consultation a third
physician, Dr. [John N.] von Ringseis.9 Today all three
physicians were unanimous in their statement—a chronic
illness probably developed when Sister Hedwig was a child.
. . . Increasing weakness makes a vigorous and resolute natural recovery difficult, and therefore she is better one day
and then worse again the next day. The physicians do not
think this illness is life threatening, but the great weakness
and accompanying chronic suffering give cause for concern.
Since the illness has now become more serious, the
dream about which she told us gives us added cause for concern. Her deceased uncle,10 who was always very fond of
her, appeared to her as if he were about to play with her,
just as he did when she was a child. He took her by the hand
and showed her something that he was holding. At the
same moment, it occurred to Hedwig that her uncle had already died. She looked at his hand more closely and found
the numeral nine drawn there. We were in anxious expectation that something might happen on the ninth day. I personally kept watch at her bed every night, but then she took
a turn for the better. We will not allow our trust in the
almighty and gracious God to diminish in the meantime.
We will continue to pray instead and ask our mission sisters to unite their prayer and that of the children with ours,
pleading for help, if it is in accordance with the most holy
and unfathomable will of God who alone can grant it.
So much for today! We cannot sufficiently express our
sincere regret because we would so much like to report
something better. Nevertheless, blessed be the name of God
forever!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
(Typescript, Brede Convent)

9. Dr. John Nepomucene Ringseis (1785-1880) was a prominent
physician and university professor in Munich. From 1825 until 1871, he
served as the Senior Medical Officer of Health for the Royal Department
of the Interior in Bavaria.
10. Canon Frederick von Haxthausen, the brother of Countess
Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg, died on December 8, 1845.
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3630 b:

To Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Godelheim
January 31, 1864
J!M!
Noble Countess!
You are awaiting further news regarding the health of
our dear Sister Hedwig. Unfortunately, the dear patient’s
condition continues to be the same, and no remedy will cure
the illness.
In this serious matter, we also turned to a priest who is
far from here but who has already healed many people
through his prayer. He asked us to pray the Our Father and
the Hail Mary five times, as well as the Litany of Loretto, in
honor of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary every morning
and evening from January 31 until February 8. He also
asked that we would pray with great confidence for one-half
hour on the feast of the Purification of Mary11 and on February 6. We want to tell your noble family about this and add
our petition that you would unite your prayer with ours in
order to obtain help in accordance with God’s most holy will.
Dear Hedwig sends many greetings to you, her mother, as
well as to the entire noble family. She suffers patiently and
with devout resignation, offering everything to the Lord who
hung on the cross and who alone can take away her pain.
We will not delay in reporting further developments.
May we be able to give you better news soon!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister
M. Theresa of Jesus
February 1, 1864
We wanted to wait with sending the above letter until
after last night in case we could add a consoling note, and
thanks be to God, we are happy to tell you that our dear Sister Hedwig had a good night and is somewhat better today.
God, who helped us this far, will continue to help. This is
our confident hope.
(Typescript, Brede Convent)

11. February 2
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3633 a:

To Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Godelheim
[After February 10, 1864]

Noble Countess!

J!M!

We received your kind letter of February 10 in which you
asked for further news regarding our dear Sister Hedwig’s
condition.
After we gave regular, accurate information on the
course of dear Sister Hedwig’s illness, the noble family preferred to send a telegram directly to one of the three doctors
treating her. Therefore, it seemed superfluous and to no
avail to bother you with continued bulletins in this regard.
We thought that you would be happy to receive a letter written by the dear patient herself, which we trust has already
arrived in Godelheim and proved satisfactory.
She continues to improve, thanks be to God, and with
the approach of spring, we hope for great progress. Since
everything with regard to warm clothing and nursing care is
provided for in the best possible manner, you can be completely at peace.
We share your concern about the young Count Galen,12
and we will include this intention in our prayer, just as we
include the entire noble family in our prayer.
In deep respect, I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
(Typescript, Brede Convent)

3637 a:

To Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Godelheim
Munich
March 2, 1864
J!M!
Noble Countess!
Since the noble family turned directly to Dr. [John N.]
von Ringseis, we thought that he could give a more credible
12. Count Clemens von Galen was Countess Frances’ grandson and
Sister Hedwig’s nephew
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report on the condition of our sick Sister Hedwig’s health
than we would be able to do. We only wanted to say that it
was precisely for this reason that it seemed superfluous for
us to write.13 Nevertheless, because you are looking for further word from us, it gives me consolation to write that Sister Hedwig is stronger and more cheerful each day. Her
appetite is returning. The physicians continue to be cautious, however, in order to prevent harmful consequences.
Mary will continue to help us, just as she did before, and
we entrust our dear Hedwig to her protection.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister
M. Theresa of Jesus
(Typescript, Brede Convent)

3645 a:

To Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Godelheim
Munich
March 12, 1864
J!M!
Noble Countess!
Although we thought we would see our dear Sister Hedwig in our community room soon, she still has not left her
sickroom. She had a setback which you will find described
in the enclosed statement from our physician. You will
gather from the report, however, that her condition has
since improved.
St. Joseph has always proved to be an especially caring
father to those who are sick and suffering, and we trust in
his intercession before God that our dear Sister Hedwig will
soon recover!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
(Typescript, Brede Convent)

13. See Document 3633 a, p. 112.
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3666: To Fr. E. Boedinghaus
London (Excerpt)
J!M!

Motherhouse
May 13, 1864

Reverend Father!
Your kind letter with news from London again gave us
consolation.
If the young woman whom you recommended is of legitimate birth, healthy in mind and body, loves children, and is
so well versed in her native tongue that she can teach in English, she is most welcome. We also believe that we are anticipating Fr. [Arthur Dillon-] Purcell’s15 quiet wish if we
send her to our Brede Convent near Brakel in Westphalia.
We will let the sisters there know about this.
In addition to all their certificates, our candidates bring
their own underclothing (at least a dozen sets), the dresses
they have been wearing, and some black dresses with long
collars.
This young woman’s willingness to be sent anywhere at
her superior’s discretion is for us a proof of her vocation. This
makes us happy because, if a missionary order like ours is to
fulfill its purpose, it needs strong souls as members. . . .16
14

3672: To Count Diedrich von BocholtzAsseburg Hinnenburg Castle near Brakel

Noble Count!

J!M!

Munich

May 19, 1864

Since the condition of our dear patient17 was still rather
uncertain, I waited to respond to your letter until I could
14. Fr. E. Boedinghaus was the assistant at the German Catholic
Parish in Whitechapel, London, where preparations were being made at
the time to open a mission.
15. Fr. Arthur Dillon-Purcell was the pastor of the German Catholic
Parish in London from 1854 until 1871.
16. Document 3666 can be found in its entirety in Volume 13 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
17. Sister M. Hedwig von Bocholtz-Asseburg
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send better news. The fourth physician, who was called in
for consultation by your family, has just said that dear Sister Hedwig is strong enough to travel to one of our missions
tomorrow. Then in about two weeks, she can go to a spa in
order to take the mud baths.
We are praying for God’s help in the meantime, because
otherwise all these means will be in vain.
I bring you this news with even greater joy because we
were very concerned about dear Sister Hedwig’s illness during the last five months.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
3686: To Fr. E. Boedinghaus
London (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
July 10, 1864

Reverend Father!
. . . One of our sisters, who was just at the Brede Convent
near Brakel, brought us the news that Miss Forbes arrived
safely.18 A candidate waited for her in Paderborn and then
accompanied her to our Brede Convent. She already feels
very much at home and now has the opportunity to be fully
prepared as a teacher. May God bless her! . . .19

18. See Document 3666, p. 114. According to Fr. Boeddinghaus’ letter of June 24, 1864, Miss Forbes from Glasgow, Scotland, was accompanied as far as Antwerp, Belgium, and then traveled alone to Paderborn.
(Autograph, Munich) 17780
19. Document 3686 can be found in its entirety in Volume 13 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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3729: To Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Hinnenburg Castle near Brakel

Noble Count!

J!M!

Munich

October 17, 1864

On my return from a journey of nine weeks, I was very
sorry to hear about the heavy affliction that descended upon
the Brede Convent and all who live there.20 The more concerned we were about attending to the Brede Convent under
such circumstances, the more consoled we were when we
heard of your exceptional kindness in offering the poor, distressed sisters a place of refuge at Hainhausen.21
Please accept the expression of our deeply felt gratitude
for this as well as for the many proofs of good will that you
have shown our sisters ever since they began their work at
the Brede Convent.
Unfortunately, we can offer no other assistance than our
prayer to God, asking that those afflicted by illness will recover and that the rest will be graciously spared.
We are very concerned about our dear Sister Hedwig.22
May God continue to care for her and strengthen her!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

20. The Brede Convent was afflicted with a serious outbreak of typhoid fever in 1864.
21. See Footnote 39, p. 45.
22. Upon the advice of her doctors, Sister M. Hedwig returned to the
Brede Convent in the summer of 1864 in order to recuperate in her home
climate. See Jörgens, Briefe, 48.

1862—1867

3748: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
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Munich

October 27, 1864
Your Eminence!23
. . . God afflicted us with every kind of illness in Europe.
At present our motherhouse at the Brede is suffering greatly
from a virulent typhoid fever which has been raging for a
long time in the entire region. Since it invaded our motherhouse, it has already claimed two lives,24 and 20 others are
ill (sisters, candidates, boarders, and orphans). It is impossible to predict what the outcome will be. . . .
On August 15, we received 43 postulants in our Munich
motherhouse, eight in Breslau, six at the Brede Convent
(three of whom contracted typhoid fever), seven in
Temesvár, and four in Gorizia. . . .25
3757: To Dr. Christopher Höflinger
Schwandorf

Very Reverend Professor!

J!M!

Munich
November 16, 1864

Thank you very much for your kind communication of
November 9 in which you gave us the number of pupils
there.
Today we are writing about another concern. Our house
at the Brede Convent in the Westphalian Province in Prus23. Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani (1799-1872) was appointed the order’s cardinal protector in 1859, a position he held until his
death in 1872. On October 10, 1860, he was also appointed prefect of the
Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious.
24. Sister M. Conrada Brilon, who taught 120 children in the lower
grades at the school in Brakel, died at the age of 28 on October 24, and
Sister M. Ignatia Lammers, who was in charge of the upper class at the
secondary school at the Brede Convent, died at the age of 21 on October
26, 1864. A few days later, one of her students died at the age of 16.
25. Gorizia is located in what is now northern Italy, an area that belonged to the Austrian Empire at the time this letter was written. The
first sisters were sent to Gorizia in 1857. Document 3748 can be found in
its entirety in Volume 5 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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sia, as well as the entire area there, is heavily afflicted with
a virulent typhoid fever. Two sisters and a boarder are already victims of the disease.
In her great distress, our Sister Willibalda [Deischer]
from Schwandorf took refuge in the dear Mother of God and
promised to have Holy Masses said at the shrine on Mount
Calvary.26 In order to fulfill her promise, we ask that you
would kindly see to it that nine Holy Masses are celebrated
there for this intention. We are enclosing a bank note for
ten florin [$4] for this purpose. We hope and pray that
Mary, Health of the Sick, will prove to be a mother to the
sorely afflicted sisters at the Brede Convent.
With gratitude for this and for all the kindness already
shown us, especially with regard to the establishment of the
new mission that you continue to work on so persistently,27
and asking for your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3758: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
J!M!

Munich
November 21, 1864

Very Reverend Pastor!
Ever since we came to the Brede Convent, you were always a pastoral friend and counselor, and this was demonstrated once again during the last period of suffering there.
I was very sorry to hear about the internal turmoil that
came with the external distress.28 Trusting in the kindness
of your heart, I venture to request that you would give us
your views and your counsel so that we can find our way out
of the confusion and take the necessary steps.
Please accept the expression of our heartfelt gratitude
26. Marienmünster is a Marian shrine on the Kreuzberg (Mount Calvary) in Schwandorf, Bavaria. Sister M. Willibalda was born in Schwandorf.
27. Twenty years after initial steps were taken, a mission was
opened in Schwandorf on December 6, 1864.
28. The outbreak of typhoid fever
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for your work of charity in caring for the well-being of the
sisters and for remaining at their sickbed or deathbed as
long as they were in need of your priestly help. The angels
will count your steps and the Lord of the vineyard will pay
the full wage at the end of the day.
Requesting your further kind benevolence and remembrance at the Altar of the Lord, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3776: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
J!M!

Motherhouse
December 27, 1864

Very Reverend Pastor and Dean!
Please accept the expression of my sincere gratitude for
your kind response on December 20. In your letter, you complained that I expressed myself too briefly and was not sufficiently open with you regarding the unresolved question.29
After our father spiritual’s [Matthias Siegert] earlier
letter to you and after all the occurrences at the Brede
Convent, Hainhausen, and the Hinnenburg, the affair is
indeed thor- oughly known to you from all sides. I could
judge from only one side, but after seeing the whole picture,
you were in a position to make a judgment.
Thus, my brief question, which, moreover, I did not ask
a stranger, but rather an old, cherished, tried-and-true
friend. Thanks be to God, I was not disappointed this time
either. As is evident from your
response, you understood my question very well.
In accordance with his dictatorial grandeur, the count
from the Hinnenburg30 wrote here regarding Sister Hedwig’s
transfer to Westphalia,31 as he had done before, but this

29. See Document 3758, pp. 118-119.
30. Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
31. Sister M. Hedwig was already in Westphalia, recuperating from
her illness.
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time he demanded that his sister get a position suitable for
her! She had this as novice director.32
That is why I did not reply, which of course, is also an
answer. The matter is going too far, so far in fact, that if it
comes to that, I will have to set aside human respect and
give up the Brede Convent in God’s name rather than fail in
my duty and sacrifice our freedom.
In the meantime, a letter also arrived from Hedwig in
which she requested a transfer and asked that we would
“call her quietly from there.” In a later letter, however, she
indicated that the count’s family was thinking of making a
new foundation, and she hinted that she might be suitable
as superior there. You also knew of this. (That is why I simply turned to you to find a way out of this confusion.)
After what was mentioned above, it is no surprise that I
would be taken aback by this new turn of affairs. I should
now transfer Hedwig to Hardenberg because it is the wish of
the count’s family!
Please do not be angry if I reply that I cannot act against
my convictions. It is better to suffer at the beginning rather
than in the end! Hedwig is not suited to be the superior in
Hardenberg. Apart from the fact that she could not direct
the school or advise and guide her subordinates, she would
never be capable of representing the cause before the school
authorities. Moreover, it would not be compatible with her
state of health to walk to church daily in every kind of
weather. The climate in Hardenberg is not like that in
Westphalia, and the noble family in Hardenberg is related
to the Hinnenburg family—all reasons that convince me
that I must send Hedwig to a different place, as she herself
requested.
After much prayer, careful consideration, and consultation with my assistants (and I say this to you in confidence),
I have designated her for our academy and boarding school
in Gorizia,33 where the climate is almost Italian and therefore much milder than in Westphalia. Since she would deal
32. Sister M. Hedwig served as director of the novices in Munich-Au
from 1858 until 1863.
33. Sisters began conducting an academy and boarding school in Gorizia in 1860.
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largely with boarding pupils from noble families who are
there, the way of life and area of activity would also be very
appropriate for her. She would instruct the girls in needlework according to their needs, and as prefect of the institute, direct their general character formation. With God’s
help, she would do this well. She would be assigned to a very
suitable position, and no one would have reason to object.
After some time has passed, we could see how well she has
adjusted and what more needs to be done.
Her mother, the countess,34 always spoke enthusiastically about how attached the orphans were to Countess von
Haxthausen, the niece of Sister Hedwig [sic],35 how well the
institute was kept, how well everything went, and how she
would not be happy if she saw the present institute. Therefore, it is not hard to assume that there are similar desires
and plans regarding Hedwig.
(Until another orphanage is established in Westphalia,
however, there is no prospect of Hedwig’s obtaining such a
position there.) Until God gives us another orphanage, we
must wait and see with regard to Hedwig.
I also wrote to Sister Willibalda [Deischer] and Sister
Hedwig what I have discussed in such detail with you here.
When one considers how the good Hedwig is completely influenced and even trapped by her family, one can have only
the deepest sympathy for her and hope that this situation,
which is very painful for her and for us, will change someday.
Please help us with regard to the count’s family, both by your
devout, priestly prayer and by virtue of your position as
pastor. We place unconditional trust in your insight and
charity!
Finally, wishing you God’s grace, health, and blessing
for the New Year, 1865, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

34. Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
35. Sister M. Hedwig was Baroness Ludowine von Haxthausen’s
niece. See Footnote 60, p. 24.
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3792: To Bishop Conrad Martin
Paderborn

Munich
January 30, 1865

J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!

With a personal, handwritten letter, you graciously turned
to me regarding our dear Sister M. Hedwig, asking me to leave
her at a place close to her brother, Count [Diedrich] von
Bocholtz-Asseburg, in accordance with his urgent wish.
Please be assured that I hold the count and his family in
highest esteem, and therefore—regardless of how many demands they have made up to now—I have done everything
our holy rule allows.
When Sister Hedwig herself wrote and begged me to call
her away from Westphalia, I indicated a place where a much
milder climate and a very appropriate position and work
awaited her.36 Now, however, you are voicing Count Diedrich’s
urgent wish that Sister Hedwig remain in Westphalia.
Therefore, I will do the only thing possible. In accordance
with your wish, I will send Hedwig as superior to Warburg—
our only mission in your diocese besides the Brede Convent. I
cannot appoint her as superior at the Brede Convent where
she would be in the midst of her relatives, to say nothing of
the fact that she is unable to take charge of the institute there.
Earlier, I thought of sending her to Warburg on a trial
basis, but the fact that the sisters there have not had Holy
Mass in their house for some time and must walk to the
church kept me back from this plan, especially out of consideration for dear Sister Hedwig’s poor health.
However, since you also indicated Warburg, I will obey and
allow Hedwig to go there on a trial basis. I will pray, and if
this goes well, I will rejoice.
Confidently entrusting this intention into God’s hands and
yours, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
36. See Document 3776, pp. 119-121.
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J!M!
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Munich
January 31, 1865

Very Reverend Pastor!
In order to come to a mutual understanding, I consider
it necessary to let you know that the count37 appealed directly to the bishop,38 asking him to see to it that Sister Hedwig would be left close to her relatives in Westphalia—either
at the Brede Convent or in Hardenberg or in Warburg!!
I wrote to the bishop39 and said that, out of respect for
the count’s family and if it was in accordance with our holy
rule and my conscience, I always did what I could with regard to this situation. However, when Sister Hedwig herself
begged me to call her away from Westphalia, I indicated
that, because of the mild climate and the type of work she
would do there, our institute in Gorizia was a suitable place
for her in every respect.
In accordance with the bishop’s wish, however, I abandoned my earlier plan. I will send Hedwig to Warburg as
superior on a trial basis because I cannot place her over the
Brede Convent as superior in the midst of her relatives, to
say nothing of the fact that she is not capable of taking
charge of this latter institute. Moreover, I had thought of
sending her to Warburg earlier, but the fact that she would
have to walk to church kept me from carrying it out in consideration of her poor health. Now, however, I confidently
entrust the matter into the hands of God and the bishop.
You can see for yourself that, under the prevailing circumstances, I could do nothing else. Therefore, I asked Sister Willibalda [Deischer] to take Sister Hedwig to Warburg.
Requesting your continued, very capable mediation, as
well as your remembrance at the Altar of the Lord, I remain
respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
37. Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
38. Bishop Martin
39. See Document 3792, p. 122.
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3815: To Bishop Conrad Martin
Paderborn
J!M!

Munich
February 27, 1865

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
I regret that it is necessary to appeal to you once again regarding Count [Diedrich] von Bocholtz-Asseburg’s demand
regarding his sister, M. Hedwig.
In my last letter, I expressed my willingness to send Sister Hedwig as superior to Warburg on a trial basis.40 In order
to carry this out, I immediately asked Sister Willibalda [Deischer] to arrange everything for this purpose, which she did at
once. According to her report to me, however, she met insurmountable obstacles from both within and without.
The board of trustees was indignant, and the sisters there
were very discouraged. That was not enough. In a letter of
February 15 (as the enclosed literal copy attests) the board
appealed to me and asked that the transfer be canceled.41
If the intended change would be made, two additional sisters would have to go with Hedwig in order to fill the gaps in
French, drawing, and needlework that would result from the
transfer of the current superior, M. Fidelia [Aigster], because
Hedwig cannot take on these responsibilities. According to
Sister Willibalda’s letter from the Brede Convent, however,
providing these two individuals is beyond the realm of possibility. As I indicated from the very beginning, the Munich
Motherhouse is even less able to provide sisters because all
our available teachers in these subjects were needed when
we sent sisters to Hungary and England.
40. See Document 3792, p. 122.
41. In its letter of February 15, 1865, to Mother Theresa, the board
of trustees stated that (1) the institute was still new and needed Sister M.
Fidelia’s [Aigster] very capable direction; (2) it was very expensive to run
the secondary school, and Sister M. Fidelia, who was very skilled in drawing, French, and needlework, was making a great contribution; (3) it
would be a great disadvantage to change the direction of the institute in
the middle of the school year; and (4) with a change, the good religious
spirit prevailing there might be endangered. (Typescript, Brede Convent)
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Moreover, to leave good Sister M. Fidelia there in order
to conduct the institute and yet be subject to Sister Hedwig
as superior would probably do more harm than good and
would be too difficult. Since the other sisters know the reasons for my action, it would appear to them as partiality.
That was why I thought it would be good to send dear
Hedwig to our academy and boarding school in Gorizia. She
would have been completely in her element with the daughters from noble families and removed from the midst of her
immediate family members. As I predicted, their frequent
visits and constant, direct contact with our house at the
Brede Convent has had a great impact and causes many disturbances. This contact is completely contrary to the spirit
of the order and very harmful to Sister Hedwig.
I felt bound in conscience to tell you these things. In
your wisdom, you will see that now I must abandon my plan
of transferring Sister Hedwig to Warburg as superior on a
trial basis (which was precisely what the count’s family intended). I had no idea that there would be resistance on the
part of the board of directors and obstacles of this kind.
Sister Hedwig cannot stay at the Brede Convent much
longer either. I see no other solution than that of sending
her to one of our missions near Würzburg when spring
comes. The climate is not unlike that in Westphalia, and
she can wait there until we see how things work out at Warburg-Neustadt, which is explained in the enclosed copy.42
Sister Hedwig has assured me repeatedly that “she is willing to do anything that I call her to do.”
Please do not look with disfavor upon my detailed discussion of the situation, but grant your episcopal blessing to
the one who remains respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus

42. The Charvin Foundation was established to provide a school for
girls in Warburg-Neustadt. After the foundress Victoria Charvin died,
two sisters were sent to this new mission in October 1866.
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3817: To the Board of Trustees
Warburg-Altstadt
J!M!

Munich
March 1, 1865

Honorable Board of Trustees!
In your kind letter of February 15, you turned to me and
requested that the intended change of personnel at the foundation in Warburg would not be carried out, but that Sister
Fidelia [Aigster] would be left there as superior and teacher
of French, drawing, and needlework.
It is consoling to the respectfully undersigned that the
honorable board of trustees is satisfied with the sisters’
achievements in Warburg and expresses its appreciation,
which also gives recognition to the entire order.
Expressing my deep gratitude, it is my honor to respond
that, in view of the situation, I consider it necessary to refrain from making the change in personnel that I was led to
make by exceptional circumstances,43 and to assure you that
the personnel currently at the Warburg foundation will remain.44
If and when God ordains, I state our joyful willingness to
take charge of the school for girls in Warburg-Neustadt in
order to teach and train the children there. Then, with
united strength, this school can collaborate with the school
in Warburg-Altstadt.
With the heartfelt wish that God will continue to bless
the institute, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus

43. See Document 3815, pp. 124-125.
44. When the new school year began in the autumn of 1865, Sister M.
Fidelia became ill, and Sister M. Hedwig was sent to Warburg. On January 20, 1866, Sister M. Fidelia died at the age of 28.
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Hinnenburg Castle near Brakel

Noble Count!

J!M!
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Munich

March 16, 1865

From the Brede Convent, I received word about the incident in the parlor. I can only express my deep regret that
it was never indicated in a proper manner to you, noble
Count, that in accordance with a precept of our holy rule, a
companion sister will come to the parlor with Sister Hedwig. Thanks be to God, Sister Hedwig has now recovered,
lives in the convent wing, and is able to observe the daily
order with the other sisters.45
In the meantime, I have been assured that in this entire
affair, no other motive prompted the sisters or influenced
their action than that of fulfilling their duty before God.
There was absolutely no ill will on anyone’s part, not even in
the remark made by the companion sister. It gave me consolation that she immediately apologized if she, in all innocence, unknowingly offended you.
From this entire affair, you will see how poor we religious
are in this regard. Please understand that the sisters were
anxious and felt that, before God, they had to act in this manner. They were mindful of the statements of all spiritual
teachers that the conscientious observance of holy rule is not
only the unmistakable sign of a true vocation for every religious person, but also the indispensable means toward maintaining and fostering peace, order, and progress in a convent.
Sister Hedwig often impressed this on her novices.
Therefore, forgive us! I trust in your widely known noblemindedness, and I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
45. While Sister M. Hedwig was recuperating from illness at the
Brede Convent, she stayed in a room outside the enclosure where her relatives were able to visit her often. After she recovered, Sister Hedwig
moved back into the enclosure and visits were limited to the parlor in the
presence of another sister. See Jörgens, Adel verpflichtet, 45-46.
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3828: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel

Munich
March 16, 1865

J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!
You made us wait a long time, but now you have written
that much more—for which I am especially grateful—and
you have spoken very openly. Since both of us mean well,
please allow me to express myself with the same openness
and confidence.
I did not know that Sister Hedwig was taken from the
novices at the Brede Convent, nor did I approve of it, even
though very cogent reasons led the superior46 to take this
step, as she later reported. The count’s mother47 complained
about it here already and wanted it ended because it was
and will be too great a strain on Hedwig.
We are also sorry that Sister Hedwig was both physically
and mentally shattered when she returned to her homeland,
but we are not aware of having done anything wrong. She
was perfectly healthy here for 14 years, and according to her
own statement, she was never that well when she was at
home in her native climate. Then God afflicted her with illness, interior darkness, and anxiety. As if that were not
enough, the noble family finally came here. During her family’s long stay, Hedwig separated herself from all of us in the
house. Her mother was her superior, her brother’s advice
her rule, and the restoration of her health at any price her
only concern, even at the cost of her salvation.
Even today, I continue to respect Count [Diedrich] von
Bocholtz, but is the procedure, which has been carried out
for some time now, canonical or religious? The family dedicated their daughter as a gift to God; they should also leave
her to God! The material favors that the family bestowed
upon the house—especially since Hedwig has been at the
Brede Convent—do not make up for the moral harm this has
caused.
46. Sister M. Willibalda Deischer
47. Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
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I wrote my letter to the bishop so that the count could
also read it.48 I wrote nothing but the truth as I, in my distress, also told you. We did not push Hedwig into the situation she finds herself in now. She herself and her family
were the cause of her difficulty, and they will have to give an
account for the consequences. My inner being reproaches
me for only one thing—that I was too indulgent for too long
when I saw Hedwig left completely to the world, week after
week, as no other sister has been as long as we have been in
existence. (At the beginning, of course, I could not have
known that.) This was to her great detriment and to my
great anxiety of soul. There were only two things that I
could do—either let those things go on so as not to arouse an
even greater fuss and uproar or manage somehow to get the
noble family out of our house. I chose the former, but I do
not know how I can and will answer to God someday.
This irregular state of affairs was probably not as apparent at the Brede Convent, but it was still bad enough for
all the sisters to take offense at it. Peace and order collapsed
there, just as it did here when, in order to carry out its plans,
the noble family even appealed indirectly to the archbishop.49 How the count’s family appeared afterwards, you
can gather from a communication that arrived here recently
from one of our missions outside Bavaria and which I quote
here, word for word: “‘But Asseburg,’ said a respectable person who visited the sisters, ‘but Asseburg does not have her
anymore; she is gone. That cost something; they did not
want to let her go. The relatives had to use all sorts of tricks;
finally they hid behind the doctor.’” Those are certainly not
the ways of God or of the Church! Furthermore, none of this
was unexpected; I suspected it for a long time. After such
occurrences and so much suffering, I calmly await whatever
might still come. In the meantime, I am ready for anything,
and I entrust everything into God’s hands.

48. See Document 3815, pp. 124-125.
49.
Gregory von Scherr (1804-77), Archbishop of
Munich and Freis- ing (1856-77)
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I am troubling you again with a copy of my letter to the
count50 so that you will continue to be well-informed about
the course of events. Even if it hardly wins your applause,
you can gather from the letter that I am in a tense situation. Only God can help me out of it, and I trust that God
will help me.
The whole thing would have been resolved long ago if
Hedwig had acted like the genuine, God-loving souls who
passed by their homes and families without stopping or expecting to go in and if she had gone wherever God called her.
If she had placed her trust in God and not in her native climate, as we often advised and even seriously demanded, the
problem would have been solved by now.
Now it is unmistakably leading toward what was clearly
stated and toward which the noble family has been aspiring
for a long time—I should recall Sister Willibalda [Deischer]
and put Hedwig in her place. If that happens, however, the
house will be lost for our order.
Willibalda worked and suffered enough there, and I cannot punish her any more than Ursula [Schulte] was punished because of the occurrences with the count.
Nevertheless, I told Sister Willibalda not to tell the count
for the time being.
What would you have said and done if you had heard
how the noble family took sides against us despite all the
attention and charity that we have shown? We leave everything up to God.
I thought I should tell you all of this in order to clear up
any misunderstanding between us. Please let me know your
views and advice with regard to Sister Willibalda. I will
take no further steps in the meantime, but I cannot send
someone else in her place. What you have been for our house
at the Brede Convent since its beginning is deeply engraved in our hearts and will never cease to be there. God
will not forget it either. Since your character has proved itself to be steadfast and loving up to now, I cannot believe
that, after you persevered at your post for the love of God in
times of peace, you will abandon the poor sisters now in the
50. See Document 3827, pp. 127.
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painful struggle that they must endure if the good cause is
to continue.
Recommending the sisters even more urgently to your
continued pastoral benevolence and all of us to your priestly
prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3842: To Bishop Conrad Martin
Paderborn
J!M!

Munich
March 29, 1865

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
As you know, the Holy See approved the Poor School Sisters’ rule in 1859, and we were to apply for its final approbation six years later.
These six years are now coming to an end, and we are
about to submit our petition to the Holy See for this approbation. However, we need testimonials from the bishops of
those dioceses where School Sisters have missions, conduct
schools for girls, or have boarding schools.
We are approaching Your Excellency now, requesting
that you would kindly write in Latin an episcopal testimonial regarding the Poor School Sisters’ effectiveness and way
of life, which are based on this rule, and if necessary, any
recollection of anything that was contrary to this rule.
Although we have only two houses in the diocese of
Paderborn at this time,51 it seems that God is pleased with
the Poor School Sisters’ work. Occasionally, there are people in Westphalia who ask to entrust young girls to the
School Sisters for teaching and character formation. We
hope in God that the sisters—faithfully fulfilling their duties—will walk hand in hand with the Church and have an
effect on the religious and moral convictions and lives of the
girls. At least this little grain of sand can contribute toward
the building of a great temple.
51. The Brede Convent and the mission in Warburg-Altstadt
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Thanking you for the episcopal protection granted to all
of us and especially to our sisters in your diocese and requesting your continued gracious benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3851: To Bishop Conrad Martin
Paderborn
J!M!

Munich
April 11, 1865

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Through our dear Sister M. Willibalda [Deischer], local
superior at the Brede Convent, the episcopal testimonial that
you wrote for us arrived here yesterday.52 Today I wish to express my deep gratitude for the loving reception which you
granted her in Paderborn, as well as for the beautiful testimonial that is immensely valuable to us. May God reward
you for this kind favor and grant us the grace of bringing consolation and joy to your pastoral heart!
You also promised that the sisters at the Brede Convent
could have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. What a
great joy! Here in the motherhouse, we are so happy to have
exposition during the day. Since its introduction, everything
in the house proceeds more smoothly.53 We pray in particular for the bishops and their spiritual advisors, as well as for
the Holy Father and the Church which is in such distress. We
hope that our prayer will not be in vain.

52. See Document 3842, p. 131.
53. At Mother Theresa’s request, Archbishop Scherr granted permission for exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Munich Motherhouse from 5:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. daily, beginning on December 25,
1864.
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Now we will also have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at the Brede Convent, which will be our greatest consolation in the sad times in which we live!54
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully
yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
4069: To the City Council
Orb
J!M!

Munich
September 28, 1866

Honorable City Council of Orb!
School for Girls in Orb
Due to the recent sad events of war, the city of Orb has
been torn from the kingdom of Bavaria and annexed to
Hesse in Prussia.55 In one respect, this also involves the
Poor School Sisters.
The School Sisters who are living in Orb do not have
homeland rights there or in any other place that was ceded
to Prussia. Therefore, they will remain Bavarian subjects,
and as religious, members of our central motherhouse in
Munich.
Under these circumstances, we venture to pose the obvious question, or rather, to submit our inquiry. Is the city
council of Orb disposed to continue providing for the School
Sisters in the same benevolent manner as formerly? We ask
that you would kindly send us a definite statement in this
regard so that we can make necessary arrangements.
54.
According to the Chronological Sketches,
beginning on Decem- ber 8, 1866, exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and adoration took place at the Brede Convent daily
from after Mass until 12:00 p.m.
55.
Orb (now known as Bad Orb) belonged to
Bavaria until 1866. After the defeat of Austria and Bavaria by
Prussia in the Austro-Prus- sian War in 1866, an area north of
the Main River, including Orb, was in- corporated into Prussia.
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When considering the circumstances from the political
standpoint, this region’s severance from Bavaria and annexation to Prussia does not change the School Sisters’ situation because we comply with the respective laws of the
land regarding education. Our sisters are already doing this
in the 23 houses and educational institutes that were transferred to our order in Prussia, where the royal government
not only tolerates them but also recently called upon them
to staff additional schools.56
Repeating our inquiry as stated above, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
The Generalate
4202: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
October 28 [1866]57

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
It was our long-cherished plan to give Your Eminence
news about our religious institute, but the turmoil of war58
and the very unreliable mail service were the cause of our
omission. . . .
Although our poor house in Orb lies in the area torn
away from Bavaria and ceded to Prussia, this will not be a
hindrance to us with regard to Church or school because we
have many houses in Prussia. The Prussian government in
Silesia and Westphalia not only leaves our sisters in peace
but also, of its own accord, very recently called our sisters to
additional schools. As a result, the number of teaching personnel in our motherhouse in Breslau is no longer sufficient.
56. Houses in Prussia included the motherhouse at the Brede Convent with missions in Warburg, Hardenberg-Neviges, and Graudenz, and
the motherhouse in Breslau with 18 missions.
57. Although the copy prepared for the beatification process gives
the year 1867, internal evidence indicates that this letter was written in
1866.
58. The Austro-Prussian War, also called the Seven Weeks War, was
fought between mid-June and late August in 1866.
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Both in Breslau and at the Brede Convent in Westphalia, a very promising group of new members is flourishing. On September 16, there was a double ceremony with
the reception of ten candidates and the profession of seven
novices at the Brede Convent. . . .
In the diocese of Paderborn, a new mission is being established in Warburg-Neustadt, where the city school will
be entrusted to the sisters. . . .59
4117: To Senior Civil Servant Hauck
Alzenau in Bavaria
J!M!

Munich
February 5, 1867

Honorable Senior Civil Servant!
Since the area surrounding Orb has been annexed to the
kingdom of Prussia, you have taken a position in a new
place. This, our letter, welcomes you to Alzenau.60
We were very sorry to hear from our sisters in Orb that
you had to leave them, but your name will live on for many
years because the practical changes that were made in the
school for girls and its building can be attributed to your
tireless zeal.
Your departure from Orb is a loss for the schools, and we
share in our sisters’ pain. We can only pray that God will reward all that you have done. We feel obliged to express our
deep gratitude in particular for all the help, good advice, and
protection that you gave our dear sisters in Orb and to assure you that we will continue to pray with the children for
your well-being.
Requesting your further gracious benevolence, I remain
respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
59. See Footnote 42, p. 125. Document 4202 can be found in its entirety in Volume 5 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
60. Alzenau, which is about 28 miles (45 km) from Bad Orb, remained a part of Bavaria after the Austro-Prussian War in 1866.
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4156: To Sister M. Willibalda Deischer
Brede Convent near Brakel

Volkersberg
May 31, 1867

J!M!
Dear Sister Willibalda,
As you can gather from the above address, we are traveling, but we will respond briefly to your letters of May 17
and May 23, both of which were forwarded to us.
So now Sister Hedwig [von Bocholtz-Asseburg] should
go to a spa anyway! Your response to the bishop61 that this
would not present any difficulties was absolutely correct,
and I would be sorry if the countess62 would go to the trouble of writing to the archbishop63 and to us. It is not necessary because Sister Hedwig received that permission two
years ago.
It would probably be best if Hedwig’s mother could go
with her to the spa, but a sister would still have to be sent
lest the noble family take it amiss. Sister Crescentia [Kugelmann] would be very capable, but if Sister Hedwig is not on
good terms with her, it would not do any good. Perhaps you
ought to ask the physician if Sister Katharina [Hoffmann]
could go. The countess will probably provide for lay staff.
You also answered correctly regarding the cost of the
treatments at the spa—that Sister Hedwig’s annual appanage64 will be used to cover this expense. Would you
please tell the countess, however, that you will appeal to her
kindness for anything above and beyond this amount.
What could we in Munich do with regard to Sister Hedwig except to grant what was demanded? After the archbishop dictated his wish, we had to let it happen; it was no
longer our responsibility.
What you told us about Warburg-Altstadt proves that
there was a reason why I felt I must ask you to go there.
How readily the dear sisters forget their obligations! It will
61.
62.
63.
64.

Bishop Martin
Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Archbishop Scherr
See Footnotes 48 and 49, p. 20.

1862—1867

137

also turn out that a visitation in Warburg-Neustadt is necessary. Please do not interpret my urgent request as an exaggeration!
I thank God for the other consoling reports and ask that
God will graciously continue to send help.
If it is absolutely necessary that a native French teacher
go to Warburg, as is frequently demanded these days, then
you can no longer use the sister who taught French there up
to now. Of course, the salary and board for a young woman
of this kind is very expensive, and she would always need a
German speaker at her side.
Since the original document for Warburg-Neustadt must
be kept at the site, please send us a copy.
After Therese Ditz refused acceptance the first time, I
cannot approve of it now. She is already 30 years old, which
is beyond the prescribed age. In our critical times, we must
strive to get teachers above all. These incessant exceptions
do no good. We are returning the letters from Therese Ditz
and from the countess, as well as her medical certificate.
The letter is directed to the bishop. You already received the
same letter from him.
We were rejoicing over the good news regarding your
health when the second letter told us the opposite again. In
the meantime, we hope and pray that the spring water,
which was always good for you, will not fail to be effective
this time!
We must close now and do so with the salutation,
“Praised be Jesus Christ!”
M. Th. of J.
4185: To Fr. Kleespies
Orb
J!M!

October 7, 1867

Very Reverend City Pastor!
Sister Hyacinth [Vollrath] told us about the extraordinary events of the past several days and did not fail to mention that you were the only one to befriend and act on the
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behalf of the poor sisters. Nevertheless, you advised us to
hand in our resignation to the city council.
I think that Sister Hyacinth asked you to read our statement to the city council.65 We would like to add our request
that you would exercise your authority in order to obtain
soon a definite decision from the city council so that we can
make arrangements regarding our personnel in Orb.
In the meantime, we are calling the three sisters, M.
Verona [Federlin], M. Regina [Erl], and Anna Stähler, to
Aschaffenburg for retreat. M. Desideria [Ritter] will go to
Lichtenfels. We wanted you to have this information now.
Please do not forsake the hard-pressed sisters in their
very difficult situation. Please accept our sincere gratitude
for all the pastoral kindness and care that you have always
shown them. God will reward what we cannot.
Asking for your continued benevolence and prayer, I remain,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4200: To Fr. Kleespies
Orb
J!M!

Munich
October 25, 1867

Very Reverend City Pastor!
Your friendly, benevolent letter of October 10 gave us
great consolation in our hard-pressed situation. We hope
that what you presented in your letter to the royal district
authorities will be effective.
We, on our part, can only recommend the cause to God in
prayer and await what Divine Providence will allow or decree.66
65. See Document 4069, pp. 133-134.
66.
On October 10, 1867, Sister M. Hyacinth Vollrath
wrote to the city council in Orb and objected to their plans to
use the first floor of the school for city offices. This would have
deprived the sisters of space for the kindergarten, the holiday
school, and the lay personnel. See Copia Publica, 4753-55.
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Nevertheless, we repeat our petition that you would continue to stand by the Poor School Sisters in word and deed
as you always have and for as long as God wills that we remain in Orb.
Thank you very much for the special advice in your private communication.
Sister Desideria [Ritter] has begun her new field of labor
in Lichtenfels, and the other sisters will leave for their new
posts during the coming weeks.67 If the Lord of the vineyard
wills that we continue to work in Orb, other sisters will be
sent to fill the positions of those who are leaving. That is
why we are adding our petition for a few lines telling us
about the royal government’s decision as soon as it is made.
Asking for remembrance in your prayer and your continued, kind benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4214: To Bishop John N. von der Marwitz
Culm
J!M!

Munich

December 13, 1867

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
You were pleased to call the Poor School Sisters of Notre
Dame to conduct the orphanage in Graudenz, but now—coerced by the board of trustees—you gave the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul the directive to come to Graudenz.
Our sisters should now make room for them.
Having received further information in the meantime, I
do not object to withdrawing the sisters, but I ask for your
patience until the weather is milder, perhaps around Easter.
In view of our turbulent times that are so hostile to the
67. The Bavarian sisters who had been in Orb were assigned to missions in Bavaria. If the city council agreed, Mother Theresa intended to
send to Orb sisters who had obtained teaching certificates from Prussia.
See Document 4069, pp. 133-134.
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Church, I also ask for a testimonial in case we would need
one to exonerate ourselves. Judging from the contents of
your letter, you will not hesitate to write this testimonial.68
In closing, please accept the expression of our gratitude
for your patience and forbearance.
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4221: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich

December 26, 1867

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . Protected by the bishops in the provinces of Prussia,
our sisters continued to work undisturbed until now, but
only God knows for how long. According to the latest communication from Bishop John [von der Marwitz] in Culm,
the convent in Graudenz near Pelplin, which is located in
the northernmost Lutheran district, will be closed.
Our mission in Orb, which fell to Prussia during the
tragic wars last year, is staffed with Prussian sisters from
our motherhouse at the Brede Convent in Westphalia. Sisters stayed in Orb, therefore, but not without enmity on the
part of elements hostile to the Church. . . .69

68.
On April 18, 1868, Bishop von der Marwitz wrote a
letter to Sis- ter Josepha Renninger in which he expressed his
gratitude, his complete satisfaction with the work of the sisters,
and his sorrow at their leaving the diocese. (Typescript, Brede
Convent)
69.
Document 4221 can be found in its entirety in
Volume 5 of Let- ters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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4253: To Bishop John N. von der Marwitz
Culm
J!M!

Munich
April 8, 1868

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
We hereby submit our report that the superior of our
motherhouse at the Brede Convent in Westphalia1 cannot
come to Graudenz to pick up our sisters before the second
week after Easter.2
We gratefully accept the travel money that you assured
us, and we ask for your forgiveness that we were unable to
give better service and that we even caused you greater suffering.
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4293: To Bishop Conrad Martin
Paderborn
J!M!

Munich
November 15, 1868

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
As a result of the recurring serious illnesses in our motherhouse at the Brede Convent during the past years, especially typhoid fever, our dear Sister Willibalda’s [Deischer]
1. Sister M. Willibalda Deischer
2. Easter fell on April 12 in 1868.

142

Mission to Prussia: Brede

health is so shattered that she can no longer fulfill her duties of office as superior.
Therefore, the respectfully undersigned found it necessary to transfer Sister Willibalda to Munich so that she
could undergo prolonged, radical treatment and to entrust
the vacant position to Sister M. Bernardine Stiessberger,
who worked at the Brede Convent some time ago.
We also ask for permission to have Sister M. Hedwig von
Bocholtz-Asseburg serve as novice mistress.3
Submitting this report, the respectfully undersigned
wishes to thank you for the protection you have always
given our sisters in such a pastoral manner and to recommend our religious institute to your gracious benevolence in
the future.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4313: To Sister M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee (Excerpt)

Motherhouse
February 3, 1869

J!M!
Dear Sister Caroline!
With this letter, we are sending you copies of two letters
that we received from Westphalia.4 You will see from their
contents that Brazil is asking for School Sisters. We were
3. After serving three years as superior in Warburg, Sister M. Hedwig returned to the Brede Convent on October 17, 1868.
4. On December 28, 1868, Fr. George Roder (1822-87), Provincial of
the Jesuits at Maria Laach near Niedermendig, wrote to Msgr. Eberhard
J. Nübel (1802-76), in Soest:
“As you already know, Fr. [William] Feldhaus is in Brazil. In addition to sending a thousand cordial greetings, he instructed me to ask your
advice about the possibility of obtaining School Sisters for Brazil.
“The sisters would have to agree to wear secular clothes, at least for
the beginning, and to go to confession in the church in public because the
Brazilian customs, which are not said to be particularly honorable in
other areas, strictly prohibit every unsupervised communication.
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advised not to send sisters there because every one of them
would become a victim of the southern climate. Moreover,
we do not have any sisters to send.
Then we recalled that you, dear Sister Caroline, have native sisters from the southern part of America who are more
accustomed to the southern climate and customs. We ask
that you would write to Fr. Feldhaus5 and tell him whether
you can grant his request. We informed Msgr. Nübel and
Fr. Provincial Roder that we referred the request from
Brazil to you and that you will contact Fr. Feldhaus. Brazil
is a great empire,6 and according to the prospects held out in
“The need there is very great. The children run wild or go to Protestant schools. In general, it seems as if all of South America will fall victim to unbelief or Protestantism if there is not a better intervention on the
part of Catholics.
“At first, it would involve only the German colonists in the Rio
Grande do Sul Province. Half of these colonists are Protestant and exercise the most detrimental influence on the neglected Catholics, especially
the young people.
“If the School Sisters settle there—Fr. Feldhaus spoke of three in
Brakel—they would have a vast field of labor because there is so much to
do and laborers are lacking.
“Travel costs would be covered, and the sisters would be provided for,
but they would certainly have to be valiant women to decide to make such
a journey!
“Please let me know if there would be three or four who could bring
themselves to do this so that I can act further.” (Transcript, Munich)
14764 a
On January 24, 1869, Msgr. Nübel wrote to an unidentified canon
(possibly Fr. Bruns):
“Since I did not have the honor of meeting the Venerable Mother Superior of the School Sisters at the Brede Convent, I take the liberty to
turn to you on behalf of another cause.
“The case is as follows: The well-known Jesuit, Fr. [William] Feldhaus, who went as a missionary to São Leopoldo in Brazil last year, sent
the message included in the enclosed letter from the Jesuit Provincial,
Fr. [George] Roder at Maria Laach.
“Now I ask if you would please deliver it to the Venerable Superior for
her kind attention and well-disposed consideration. . . .” (Transcript, Munich) 14764
5. Fr. William Feldhaus (1821-86), a native of Germany, was the superior of the Jesuits at São Leopoldo in the Rio Grande do Sul Province
of Brazil.
6. Brazil was an empire until 1889 when it became a republic.
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this letter, if our sisters would find entrance and acceptance
there, a great new field of labor would open up for us. Consider now before God what can be done and then tell Fr.
Feldhaus and us! . . .7
4314: To Msgr. Eberhard John Nübel
Soest

February 8, 1869
Very Reverend Provost!
Through your kind mediation, the letter from Father
Provincial [George] Roder arrived here. Therefore, we take
the liberty to enclose our reply8 and ask that you would
kindly read what it says and then forward it to him.
We use this opportunity to recommend ourselves to your
benevolence and your worthy memento in prayer.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4315: To Fr. George Roder
Maria Laach near Niedermendig
J!M!

Munich
February 8, 1869

Very Reverend Father Provincial!
Your gracious letter of December 28, 1868, was forwarded from our motherhouse at the Brede Convent in
Westphalia to our generalate in Munich. In reply, I want to
say that we forwarded this request to our sisters in the Milwaukee Motherhouse in America.
Since there are sisters in America who are natives of
South America [sic],9 they are accustomed from childhood to
a warm climate. Therefore, it will be much easier for them
7. Document 4313 can be found in its entirety in Volume 7 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
8. See Document 4315, pp. 144-145.
9. Although Mother Theresa wrote South America, she probably
meant the southern part of the United States.
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to travel and take charge of the new mission offered us. If
God grants grace and success with this mission, a wide field
of labor will open up for us.
We now ask that you would kindly communicate the content of our letter to Fr. [William] Feldhaus and tell him that
our Sister Caroline [Friess], superior of the motherhouse in
Milwaukee, will respond to his request.
Recommending the proposed work as well as our entire
religious institute on both sides of the ocean to your worthy
prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4370: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
J!M!

Amberg
August 25, 1869

Very Reverend Dean!
Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude for the
information about our motherhouse at the Brede Convent
in your letter of August 4, which was as honest as it was
benevolent.
Since it contains satisfactory news with regard to the superiors, it brought us great consolation. With God’s grace,
we hope to remove little by little what is blameworthy. We
are quietly consoled whenever we recall that you still have
direction through the confessional. Your pastoral word will
not fail to make an impression on their hearts. For this reason, we do not abandon hope, not even for M. Isabella
[Jahrstorfer] and Walburga [Meier]. Although we are trying
to find another place for Sister Magdalena [von Stedingk], I
do not know how to fill the vacancies with new personnel.
Your closing remark that the chaplain10 is also on good
terms with the house and takes an active interest in the
building was especially consoling to us.
10. Fr. Hubert Manegold served as chaplain at the Brede Convent
from February 1861 until September 1872.
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Once again, our sincere gratitude for your kind communication and for all the care and trouble that it entails! May
you not tire of continuing to be what you have been for the
Brede Convent ever since our arrival there—father, friend,
and advisor. Surely, the reward for your care is already laid
up for you in heaven!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Ther. of Jesus
4388: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel

Munich
November 11, 1869

J!M!
Very Reverend Dean!
Your kind letter arrived during my absence. I must ask
forgiveness for my late response, however, since my visitation journeys this time were very long. Before all else, I
want to express my sincere gratitude for the interest that
you continue to take in the weal and woe of our order, just
as you did 20 years ago, and for doing all in your power to
foster its interior and exterior growth and progress.
It is God’s singular action that there should be such a
great demand for sisters in the Rhine Province11 just now
when so few personnel are available. When we were in Hungary, we brought up the subject, as well as the sisters whom
we frequently mentioned. The bishop, however, urgently
pleaded that we would not take the sisters from him at precisely this time and we had to submit.12
You believe that with a reception, there will be a star of
hope for a better future. If strong candidates were available, we would agree with you, but from the descriptions and
Sister Margaret’s [of Cortona Wiedemann] own experience
at the Brede Convent, some are already sickly and coughing up blood, while others have been in the candidature for
11. See Footnote 10, p. 68.
12. See Footnotes 5 and 6, p. 108. Bishop Bonnaz did not want to release any of the sisters in his diocese who had been sent earlier from the
Brede Convent to Hungary.
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too short a time to justify such hopes. A reception might well
be a remedy for the moment, but we would only be imposing new burdens upon ourselves for the future. We wrote
to Sister Bernardine [Stiessberger] and said that she should
continue to use the certified teaching candidates in the
schools until they are stronger. Then she will have teachers
for the new missions.
In the meantime, we made further inquiries regarding
Katherine Siemens, but the results were not very pleasant.
We will spare you further details until we can discuss them
with you in person. Someone from the motherhouse will
come to the Brede Convent next spring, and we will quietly
allow Katherine to teach her class until then.
The case regarding Sister Willibalda [Deischer] seems
to be exaggerated, and the intentions you mentioned could
hardly be at the bottom of it. We will see what we can do,
but in any case, she must leave Düssel.13
Thank you very much for all your patience and forbearance, especially with Sisters Isabella [Jahrstorfer] and Walburga [Meier]. We ask only that you do not tire, for we still
hope that God’s grace will be victorious!
Asking to be remembered in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
4430: To Msgr. Kleespies
Orb
J!M!

Munich
March 28, 1870

Right Reverend Monsignor and City Pastor!
Sister Hyacintha [Vollrath] told us of your loving selfsacrifice in assisting our departed Sister Walburga [Rüttinger] during her illness and death14 and how, despite the
13. A mission was opened in Düssel in the archdiocese of Cologne in
1868. Düssel is now incorporated into the city of Wülfrath near Düsseldorf, Germany.
14. Sister M. Walburga died in Orb on February 27, 1870.
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inclement weather, you brought her the dear Lord in the Most
Blessed Sacrament so often. You did not accept any stipend
for the funeral rites either.
We can offer you only the expression of our deeply moved
hearts, “May God reward your pastoral love and concern!”
We will pray for this to the One who abundantly rewards all
goodness. Good Sister Walburga, who always had a grateful
heart, will surely plead before the throne of God that you will
be rewarded for all that you have done.
How sorry we are to hear that Sister Beatrix [Hinterberger] is also in such poor health! In the future, may you
continue to be for the sisters in Orb what you have been up to
now!
Requesting your continued benevolence and a remembrance in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4494: To Fr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel

October 25, 1870

J!M!
Very Reverend Dean!
Sister Walburga [Meier], who came here last week with
Sister Anselma [Fuchte], is now canonically dismissed.
When the poor sister was in Hungary, she had secretly established contact with another convent and then continued
the negotiations. After a repeated three-year probationary
period that had so little success—despite such favorable circumstances and expert spiritual direction—how could there
be any hope that another test would lead to better results?
Our hearts are consoled that we honestly did our best to
save her, but because all attempts have failed, we must
leave her to the lot she herself has prepared, as sorrowful
and deeply distressing as such actions are for us.
According to recently received reports, a similar end lies
ahead for Sister Isabella [Jahrstorfer]. I sent her a canonical decree of dismissal some time ago,15 but then she fled to
15. Document 4213 can be found in the beatification collection.
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Regensburg without telling the sisters about the previous
steps taken, and nothing more could be done with her.
In response to what you indicated about the sisters sent
here for the missions in Hungary, we can only reassure you
that they were sent to us without our asking them to come,
together with the remark that M. Ambrosia [Steinbach]
could no longer be restrained.16 They have their field of labor
in Hungary now, and despite our repeated personal
requests, the bishop17 will not release them. The prayers of
the grateful hearts of the children, who cling to the sisters
with great love, will bring powerful recompense to the Brede
Convent for the sacrifices made for the Hungarian missions.
This is our hope from the dear Lord.
The shocking scenes we have already experienced teach
us to handle admission to reception with double caution.
Peace and harmony in religious communities is greatly disturbed by arrogant and self-conceited characters. I am sorry
if such individuals were promised admission without my
knowledge, and I have never yet regretted extending the
time a young woman is in the candidature for similar reasons. If she has a vocation from God, she stays; if not, there
are no regrets over her withdrawal. It is so hard to have to
remove the habit.
We request that, because of such unpleasant occurrences
which are not lacking anywhere, you will not tire in your
zealous work for souls or withdraw your pastoral advice and
support from the sisters at the Brede Convent. The sisters
gratefully acknowledge what you are doing, just as we do.
Recommending them once again to your charity and asking for your devout remembrance at the most Holy Sacrifice,
I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus

16. According to her obituary, Sister M. Ambrosia, a native of Westphalia, and two companions arrived in Hungary in 1867. Sister M. Ambrosia remained there until her death on May 20, 1901.
17. Bishop Bonnaz
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4546: To Msgr. Frederick Bruns
Brakel
J!M!

Munich
March 3, 1871

Very Reverend Dean and Monsignor!
The latest communication from England tells us about
the need there for a sister who is able to teach in both
French and English and to give music lessons. With the situation there taking such a turn, the transfer of Sister Hedwig [von Bocholtz-Asseburg] to England is now postponed.18
It is up to God if Sister Bernardine [Stiessberger] will be the
one, and we must still do some correspondence on this.19 The
dear Lord seeks the instruments for carrying out God’s
designs, often in very wonderful ways.
We have written to the sisters a letter similar to this one.
Since Sister Hedwig will remain as novice director, there is
no more thought of Sister Candida [Dielenhen] moving into
that position.
Thank you very much for all your benevolent communications. I found special consolation in Sister Hedwig’s heroic
disposition. Setting aside her family, she would have gone
to England in holy obedience, following God’s will alone. I
praise her for that.
In closing, I wish to express our sincere gratitude for the
loving pastoral direction you have given our sisters at the
Brede Convent for such a long time in the midst of so many
difficulties and hardships. God’s angels will note every step
and every word, and yours will be an abundant reward. This
is also our prayer before God’s holy tabernacle.20
Asking for your continued benevolence and prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
18. When the first sisters were sent to London in 1864, Sister M.
Hedwig von Bocholtz-Asseburg was also designated for the mission. Poor
health at the time prevented her from going, however, and she was never
sent to England.
19. Sister M. Bernardine was never sent to England.
20. Msgr. Bruns died in Brakel at the age of 66 on June 20, 1871.
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151

[After July 4, 1872]

The motion that the Society of Jesus and its teachings
are dangerous to the state and therefore must be eliminated,
which was proposed and published by the Protestants and
Freemasons and brought to the German Parliament in
Berlin, was passed with the additional clause: “All similar
orders in the German Empire are to be dissolved and expelled.”21 The shepherds should be struck in order to scatter the flock even more easily.
This law and the persecution of all “Catholic educational
institutes” apply now in particular to the Poor School Sisters. Church must be separated from school, or as stated
openly, religion must be excluded from the school. Schools
are to be established in which all children are enrolled with
no distinction of creed. Jewish and Christian (Protestant,
neo-Jansenist or so-called Old Catholic,22 and Roman
Catholic) children are to be taught together so that no one
may speak about the divine truths of faith. Wherever these
nondenominational schools exist, children leave school estranged from God and the church to which their family belongs and return home as derelicts lacking in faith and
morals.
These nondenominational schools do not need religious
personnel. Religious may not conduct these schools any
more than genuinely Catholic parents may agree with this
thinking and send their children to these schools. It is precisely for this reason that religious teachers must be dismissed from the schools and their positions filled by secular
teachers as soon as possible. Only two obstacles—the lack
of qualified teaching personnel and the lack of money—can
prevent the enforcement of this law. . . .
21. On July 4, 1872, the German Parliament passed the so-called Jesuit Law. Since Bavaria became a part of the German Empire on January 2, 1871, it was also subject to this law.
22. The Old Catholics were members of a religious group formed in
opposition to the dogma of papal infallibility passed by the First Vatican
Council in 1870.
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If the parish is no longer able to support us because of
war or poverty, we will remain in our convents or in other
places where we are allowed to stay. We will trust in Divine Providence because, with a few loaves, Jesus fed the
thousands who followed him to the desert, and he will know
how to supply bread for us, his poor servants.23
If forced to leave, we will move from the violence and
flee—as Jesus counsels—to one of the closest missions, notify the generalate, and wait for further instructions from
there. At this time, we are not in danger of being exiled from
Vienna-Fünfhaus,24 Freistadt on the Bohemian border,25
Pfaffenhofen in Tyrol,26 or Hungary. Our sisters in America
wrote to tell us that, if we must emigrate, there would be
work and a means of support for all of us there. . . .27
4730: To the Local Royal School Authorities
Orb
Local Royal School Authorities in Orb!

Munich

October 31, 1872

According to a physician’s statement, the teacher, M.
Clara Kraus, must be released from school for some time
due to poor health.
Therefore, the respectfully undersigned sent the teacher,
M. Antonia Dröge, to give assistance in Orb, and she intends
to send M. Clara to her native climate for now.
Respectfully yours,
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters
Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
23. See Matthew 14, Mark 6, Luke 9, and John 6.
24. In 1860, a mission was opened at Mater Misericordiae in
Fünfhaus, which was a suburb of Vienna until it was incorporated into
the city at the end of the nineteenth century.
25. In 1853, a mission was opened in Freistadt, Upper Austria.
26. In 1865, a mission was opened in Pfaffenhofen in Tyrol, an Alpine
region in western Austria.
27. Document 4760 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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4734: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!
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Munich

November 6, 1872

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!28
Having recently returned from a journey of three
months, I received the decree informing me that His Holiness was pleased to appoint Your Eminence as cardinal protector of our religious institute. The Holy Father added that
he believes our wishes are thereby fulfilled. Our joy over
this choice is as great now as our sorrow was at the sudden
death of our previous cardinal protector, His Eminence, Cardinal [Nicholas] Clarelli-Paracciani. . . .
In our poverty, we are in double need of your protection
and help at this time when the Church and our religious institute are threatened and hard pressed from every side.
What is happening in Prussia finds great approval in
Bavaria. The Jesuits have been expelled,29 and it now seems
that the Poor School Sisters are also threatened.
The school for girls in Brakel—diocese of Paderborn in
Westphalia—has already been torn away from the sisters
and handed over to secular teachers. 30
Well-disposed persons advised the sisters to teach in secular clothing in order to save the schools for the order, but
others with deeper insight recognize that this does not provide an anchor of hope. Sooner or later, demands would be
28. After Cardinal Clarelli-Paracciani died near Sorrento, Italy, on
July 7, 1872, Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca (1805-83) was appointed
the order’s cardinal protector, a position that he held until his death in
1883.
29. See Document 4760, pp. 151-152.
30. On June 15, 1872, a royal precept was promulgated in Prussia
that forbade members of religious orders to teach in public schools. Positions already held by religious teachers were to be filled by secular
teachers as soon as possible but within a period of four years. This was
one facet of the Kulturkampf, a complex struggle between the Roman
Catholic Church and the German Empire in the 1870s and 1880s for control over education, ecclesiastical appointments, and civil marriage.
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placed on them that, as Catholic Christians, they would not
be able to meet. . . .31
4810: To Fr. William Vossmann
Brede Convent near Brakel
J!M!

Munich
May 28, 1873

Very Reverend Chaplain!
Although a considerable amount of time has passed since
your kind letter arrived, you will not take it amiss when I
say that I was traveling. Then I had to correspond with our
sisters at the Brede Convent about your request.
May this serve to inform you that, in view of your illness,
we have agreed to let you use the room under consideration.
Nevertheless, I must add that this is an exception for you
personally, and it will not be extended to your successors.
Recommending our sisters at the Brede Convent to your
priestly care and our entire religious institute to your devout prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
32

M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
4824: To Fr. Oslender
Dilldorf-Hinsbeck
Very Reverend Rector!33

J!M!

July 9, 1873

Please accept the expression of our heartfelt gratitude
for your interest in our weal and woe and for your sugges31. Document 4734 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
32. Fr. William Vossmann was the chaplain at the Brede Convent
from 1872 until 1884.
33. Fr. Oslender was the parish rector in Dilldorf-Hinsbeck, which is
now incorporated into Essen, Germany. Sisters began teaching in Dilldorf-Hinsbeck in 1869.
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tions in the event that our sisters would be expelled from
Hinsbeck.
Although we would be willing and grateful to accept your
kind offer of housing the sisters in rooms connected with the
church, please allow us to say that the founders of our mission houses in Baden thought that they could keep the sisters by doing something similar to this. After the sisters
were denied permission to give private lessons or needlework classes, however, these founders had to give up the
plan and let the poor sisters go.
Nevertheless, if you wish to try this, we will not refuse
you outright, but we are afraid that you would make your
own situation as a priest more difficult. We can foresee no
end of complaints from the lay teachers who would feel that
they can do nothing with the children who would cling to the
sisters as long as they were still there.
The sisters from Gurtweil in Baden34 exchanged their
habits for secular clothing, thinking they could save the
schools and continue working in them, but the authorities
expressly stated, “Since they still belong to a religious association, this cannot be allowed.” You would have very great
expense and, as stated, it would be in vain, while we could
make good use of the sisters in other places.
Requesting that we would be remembered in prayer,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4851: To Fr. Oslender
Dilldorf-Hinsbeck

Very Reverend Rector!

J!M!

Munich
August 23, 1873

How happy we would be if we could sign a contract with
you!
You wrote in your letter of August 11 that, since you
want the good sisters to return to Dilldorf as soon as possi34. By 1873, most of the sisters from Gurtweil in Baden had emigrated to America. The Sisters of the Most Precious Blood of O’Fallon,
Missouri, trace their origins through these sisters.
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ble, you asked that we would leave them at the Brede Convent until that consequential moment.35
We were deeply moved to hear that some of the parents
want to send their children to their former teachers, who are
now at the Brede Convent, but the dear children would be
accepted and taught by the sisters already stationed at the
Brede Convent with just as much love as the sisters who are
leaving Dilldorf would give them. The children would feel as
much at home with their new teachers as with their former
teachers. There would be sufficient teaching personnel at
the Brede Convent to accept these children, while the sisters from Dilldorf long for a definite field of work. The harvest is so great elsewhere, and the laborers are always too
few.
Therefore, we ask that you would let us keep your former
sisters until better times return to the Rhine Province! In
the meantime, the sisters can do good work elsewhere, and
they will pray that, enriched by their new experiences, God
will make it possible for them to return to Dilldorf soon.
Assuming your consent, Sister Xaveria [Hauptmann]
will leave the Brede Convent in the near future,36 while Sister Ildephonsa [Thöne] will remain at the institute there.
Asking to be remembered in prayer and for your continued good will, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus

35. The sisters left Dilldorf-Hinsbeck on August 1, 1873. Fr. Oslender wanted the sisters to be ready to return as soon as the laws would be
changed and sisters would be allowed to teach there again. (Autograph,
Munich) 17653
36. Sister M. Xaveria was sent to the academy and boarding school
in Gorizia.
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Garmisch
August [30], 187337

Very Reverend City Pastor and Dean!
Since it was no longer possible for me to respond to your
gracious letter of August 25 before I left Munich, I want to
do it now from the place where I am staying.
If you were astonished and disturbed by our decision
communicated to you by Sister Hyacintha [Vollrath], may
the reason that led us to make this decision also excuse us.38
Through friends of our order, we became aware of vacancies
now which can be filled by sisters who are emigrating from
Prussia. However, if their emigration is postponed any
longer, the sisters might not be accepted, and the doors
would remain closed to them.
Now, however, the bishop of Fulda,39 in conjunction with
you, requested that the sisters remain, and the government
adviser from Kassel, who had been summoned to Orb, promised to use his influence to keep the sisters in Orb until
Easter when the school year ends. Therefore, in order to
comply with the joint request made by those who are in
charge, we will abandon our plan. Nevertheless, we cannot
allow one sister after another to leave her post whenever a
layperson can be obtained. We must insist that either all
leave or all remain.

37. Although the copy of this letter prepared for the beatification
process gives the date as August 20, 1873, internal evidence indicates
that it was written on August 30.
38. Rather than wait until the sisters were dismissed from Orb at
the end of the school year in April 1874, Mother Theresa intended to withdraw them in September 1873.
39. Bishop Kött
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May God grant that the hopes cherished by the good pastor in Allendorf regarding his sisters may become a reality!40
You have always cared for the sisters with genuine interest and a pastoral heart. May you continue to be for them
in the future what you have been up to now! In their situation now, this will give me consolation.
With sincere gratitude for your well-tried disposition and
recommending our hard-pressed order to your worthy remembrance in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4852: To Fr. Oslender
Dilldorf-Hinsbeck

Very Reverend Rector!

Munich
[After November 1, 1873]
J!M!

Two months have passed since your last letter arrived
(it came during my absence), but I trust that in your kindness, you are not angry with me.
We respect the zeal that inspires you, and we do not
doubt that the Sacred Heart of Jesus will bring your worthy
plans to realization, because their only purpose is the
greater glory of God and the salvation of the children’s immortal souls. The hearts of all are in the hand of God who
can and will move the good elderly father and his worthy
daughter in such a way that they will enter into your plans,

40. In October 1871, Sisters M. Philothea (Katharina) Kircher and
M. Fredericka Puls were sent to open a mission in Allendorf (now Stadtallendorf). Since the teaching contract was made with Katharina Kircher
and not the congregation, Sister M. Philothea was allowed to continue
teaching in Allendorf throughout the Kulturkampf. See M. Apollinaris
Jörgens, Allendorf in Hessen (Typescript, Brede Convent).
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which are so pleasing to God, and will enhance them in some
way as they have promised.41
Nevertheless, since this is completely impossible in the
near future, we have simply borrowed the three dear sisters
from Dilldorf-Hinsbeck for our houses in Vienna and Gorizia, with the statement that they must be given back to
you as soon as things have taken a favorable turn and they
can safely return to Hinsbeck. Without official permission,
we could not go to Hinsbeck or stay there. It could even happen that two sisters would be forbidden to live together.
Please be assured that we do not have the least doubt
about your sincere intentions and your willingness to make
sacrifices! The poor sisters in Vienna and Gorizia are extremely grateful to you for giving them the good souls to help
them in their difficult situation and need for personnel.
Before Sister Xaveria [Hauptmann] left for Gorizia, she
wrote the short, enclosed letter to her former class. Would
you kindly deliver it?
We request that you would remember us at the Most
Holy Sacrifice. Everyone here expects that the lot, which
has already befallen some of our houses in Prussia, will also
strike the convents in Bavaria and the School Sisters in particular.42
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
We want to express our deepest sympathy on the death
of your reverend cousin, whose death notice you kindly sent
us.43 Canon Siebold poured out his life in the service of God,
and at its end, he must have heard the words, “Come, you
faithful servant. . . .” We will pray for the repose of his soul.
41. Mr. Wolff-Eickelmann and his daughter Bernardine wanted to
establish a foundation with 16,000 thalers ($11,200) so that the sisters
could remain in Dilldorf, live in their family home, and continue various
services there until they would be allowed to teach in the school again.
(Autograph, Munich) 17654
42. School Sisters of Notre Dame never returned to Dilldorf-Hinsbeck.
43. Msgr. Peter Joseph Siebold, Cathedral Canon in Cologne, died
on August 24, 1873.
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4944: To Msgr. Kleespies
Orb

Very Reverend Dean!

J!M!

Munich
May 15, 1874

Sister Hyacintha [Vollrath] sent us the farewell poem
written and presented by the children of Orb, together with
a description of the farewell ceremony.44 When reading the
description, we were deeply moved and could not restrain
our tears. We were prompted to express our deep gratitude
for all the kindness you showed our sisters while they were
in Orb and especially at their departure. God will reward all
that you have done, both now and in eternity!
In closing, please do not forget the Poor School Sisters
in the future, and please continue your pastoral care for Sister Beatrix [Hinterberger] who is still in Orb.45
With deep respect and gratitude,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4945: To Sister Bonaventura
Orb
J!M!

Munich
May 18, 1874

Venerable Mother Superior!46
According to what Sister Hyacintha [Vollrath] reported,
our sick Sister Beatrix [Hinterberger] was unable to travel
with the emigrants and had to remain in Orb. You are taking pity on her now, and despite your many other duties, you
are also giving her motherly care and attention.
44. After teaching in Orb for 21 years, the sisters were ordered by
the Prussian government to leave on April 30, 1874.
45. When the sisters left Orb, Sister M. Beatrix was too ill to travel.
She stayed with the Sisters of St. Vincent de Paul in Orb until autumn of
the same year.
46. Sister Bonaventura was superior of the Sisters of St. Vincent de
Paul in Orb.
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She already feels at home in her new situation and surroundings, but I could not imagine anything different because I know that the dear sister’s pitiable condition is the
best letter of recommendation for the loving heart of a
daughter of St. Vincent de Paul.
Please accept the expression of my deep gratitude for all
that you did for the sisters while they were with you and for
all that you continue to do for our dear Sister Beatrix. Our
God will reward your love because it is impossible for us to
do so.
Enclosed is our contribution for room and board for the
month of June.
Asking to be remembered in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4947: To Msgr. Kleespies
Orb
J!M!

Munich
June 9, 1874

Very Reverend and Esteemed City Pastor and Dean!
Thank you very much for kindly sending the newspaper
from Fulda.47 We had an opportunity to show it to Mr.
Hauck, the senior civil servant who was formerly an intern
in Orb,48 and the content of the article evoked his deepest
sympathy.
Once again, we wish to express our sincere gratitude for
all the kindness you have shown the Poor School Sisters.
Great patience was required of you in all of this.
Sister Paula [Hasse] is still here and gratefully returns
your greetings. She is preparing for her future area of ministry by prayer and study.49 The news about Sister Beatrix
47. On May 12, 1874, the Fuldaer Zeitung (Fulda Paper) published
an article on the departure of the sisters from Orb.
48. See Document 4117, p. 135.
49. After professing perpetual vows, Sister M. Paula was sent to
Pfaffenhofen in Tyrol where she directed the institute for 26 years before
returning to Prussia.
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[Hinterberger] gave us great consolation. God will reward
you for everything that you are doing for the poor soul. For
all your sacrifices and trouble and for the pastoral care,
which you gave the order and its members who were entrusted to you, a far more beautiful and precious carpet will
be laid out for you in heaven. Please continue to remember
us in your prayers.
If the rumor is true that the Mary Ward Sisters50 from
Mainz will conduct the school for girls in Orb, the children
will be in good hands again.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4975: To Msgr. Kleespies
Orb

Very Reverend Dean!

J!M!

Munich
September 20, 1874

Please accept the expression of my sincere gratitude for
the care you gave our suffering Sister Beatrix [Hinterberger]. It gives me great consolation to hear that she has
recovered sufficiently so that she can be moved.
Unfortunately, we cannot make use of your very kind
offer to arrange the transportation of the dear Sister to Heidingsfeld. God will send help so that Sister Beatrix will
have a reliable companion on the way to Heidingsfeld, from
where she will be able to continue her journey. I will notify
the sisters about this.

50. The congregation formerly known as the Mary Ward Sisters is
now divided into two branches. The Irish and North American Branches
are known as the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary (IBVM), or the
Loreto Sisters. The name of the Roman Branch was officially changed to
the Congregation of Jesus (CJ) in 2004.
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Thank you very much for your suggestions regarding
Schweinheim and Hörstein!51 God will make all things
right—may God’s holy will be done!
Asking to be remembered in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4986: To Msgr. Kleespies
Orb
J!M!

Munich
October 10, 1874

Very Reverend City Pastor and Dean!
Thursday evening good Sister Beatrix [Hinterberger] returned to us, and after a day of rest, she left for our convalescent home in Poxau.
Once again, please accept the expression of our deep
gratitude for all the care and love you bestowed upon the
suffering sister for such a long time. She never finishes
telling us of the many acts of kindness bestowed upon her
from every side, and we recognize that you were the inspiration for these. We ask God to bless all your undertakings
and to reward you a hundredfold, something that is impossible for us to do.
Asking to be included in the Most Holy Sacrifice, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior

51. Schweinheim is now a part of Aschaffenburg. Sisters were missioned to Schweinheim in 1854 and Hörstein in 1856. Both missions were
within 40 miles (65 km) of Orb.
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4987: To Sister Bonaventura
Orb
J!M!

Munich
October 10, 1874

Venerable Mother Superior!
Good Sister Beatrix [Hinterberger] arrived here safely
on Thursday evening. We were very edified when she told
us that you personally accompanied her to Heidingsfeld.52
We are greatly indebted to you for such great, undeserved
love and for your sisterly care for the suffering Beatrix.
Only God will be able to pay our debt of gratitude. We will
continue to pray for this intention and ask that, in return,
you would also remember us in our great suffering.
Sister Beatrix left for our convalescent home in Poxau
today. I am enclosing our contribution for room and board
in three bank notes. With a few words, please let us know
when you have received them and kindly enclose the bill for
the journey and all other expenses so that we can settle
everything.
We want to contact Sister Hyacintha [Vollrath] about M.
Beatrix’s personal belongings, and then we will send you the
address.
In the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I remain respectfully
yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor Sisters
5003: To Sister M. Achatia Schefers
Hardenberg-Neviges

Motherhouse
November 22, 1874

J!M!
Dear Sister Achatia,
After professing your holy vows, you returned to Hardenberg and shared with me the joy and delight that filled
your heart at the thought of belonging entirely to God. You
52. See Document 4975, p. 162.
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also promised to strive with all your heart to become a truly
humble religious.
This resolution, dear Sister, made me happy because the
humble obtain grace from God. And what God’s grace can
accomplish in a soul that faithfully cooperates with it! A devout spiritual teacher tells us that humility follows in the
footsteps of the heart’s quiet peace for the mutual edification
of all. Nevertheless, those who love perfection should be
filled with humility as a lamp is filled with oil. Work at this.
Then the blessing that you earn will be extended to your children and to the school, and you will bring about much good.
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
Mary Theresa of Jesus
5005: To Sister Bonaventura
Orb

November 23, 1874
Venerable Mother Superior!
I have been traveling for a long time and did not receive
the dean’s letter until today.53 Now I would like to repeat
my request that you would kindly let us know the expenses
for dear Sister Beatrix’s [Hinterberger] travel and so forth so
that we can reimburse you.
If you do not think that your sisters can use the belongings left behind—bedstead, chest of drawers, armchair, mattress, and so forth—please give them away since shipping
them would be too costly. On the other hand, could you
please send M. Beatrix’s clothing and linens to: The Convent of the Poor School Sisters, Poxau near Frontenhausen,
Judicial District of Dingolfing, via Aschaffenburg, Nuremberg, Regensburg, Landshut.
Repeating the expression of our sincere gratitude for all
the love and care given to Sister Beatrix and asking to be
included in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
53. Msgr. Kleespeiss in Orb
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Munich
December 7, 187454

Venerable Mother Superior!
Thanking you for the bill that you sent, I ask that you
would keep the small surplus. We would be happy to show
our gratitude in a more tangible way, but because we do not
know your wishes or needs, we can only ask God to pour
sweet, heavenly consolation all the more abundantly into
your heart, the more tedious and difficult your work in Orb
becomes. A common, universal proverb states that ingratitude is the world’s reward, which is probably directed toward a hospital most of all. Jesus’ words, “Blessed are the
merciful,”55 make up for this and allow us to see the crown
prepared for those who persevere in the service of God.
Assuring you of our prayer and asking for a devout memento in your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
5014: To Madame Marie Evers
Warburg

December 17, 1874
Madame!56
Yesterday we received from Warburg word of the sudden death of your husband. If all of Warburg is in mourning, we have double reason to mourn because the dear
departed was always a loyal patron, a noble friend, a great
benefactor, and a firm supporter of our house.
We are consoled, however, by our religious conviction
that he lived and died as a good Catholic. The sisters wrote
with deep emotion about how often they were edified at his
devout reverence when he assisted at the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass in their chapel in the quiet morning hours. We also
54. Both of these letters were included in Document 5005.
55. Matthew 5:7
56. Judge Frederick Evers died on December 14, 1874, leaving his
wife Marie and eight children. Judge Evers was the son of Frederick and
Sophie Evers who established the Frederick Foundation in Warburg.
(Autograph, Munich) 14541
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trust that he found favor with God because of his many works
of mercy.
Today we offered Holy Mass at the privileged altar of our
convent chapel57 and prayed the rosary for the repose of his
soul.
To this, our letter of condolence, we would like to add our
petition that you would continue your kind benevolence toward us.
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
5071: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee (Excerpt)

Motherhouse
June 7, 1875

J!M!
Dear Sister Caroline!
. . . The so-called Convent Law58 goes into effect in Prussia on June 15, after which all religious must leave the country. A four-year period of grace was granted to nursing orders
and to us so that similar lay institutes can be established to
supply the personnel needed to care for the sick and conduct
the schools. We may not accept any new members, however,
and the state will take over the administration of church
property!
We have already sent out a notice that those sisters who
desire to go to America should let us know, but we are meeting with great opposition on the part of their parents and relatives who are very direct in saying that they will not let their

57. A Mass celebrated at a privileged altar for the repose of the soul
of an individual also obtained a plenary indulgence for that person.
58. On May 31, 1875, the so-called Convent Law was passed in Prussia, whereby all religious congregations, with the exception of those dedicated to caring for the sick, were expelled from the country. If there was
a shortage of lay teachers in a particular area, teaching sisters could remain in private schools for four more years but no longer. Sisters who had
been teaching in public schools in Prussia were already dismissed between 1872 and 1874.
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daughters go to America. We will have to wait and see what
God does next! We will gladly do all we can to help; you need
never doubt our good will. . . .59
5076: To Fr. Francis Joseph Kleinschmidt
Warburg-Altstadt
J!M!

Munich
July 29, 1875

Very Reverend Pastor!
In reply to your kind letter of July 26, I would like to say
that only God knows how deeply troubled we are by the distressing events61 and how careful we have been to avoid every
occasion that would cause us to give offense in any way.
Since conditions have developed as they have, I consider
it my immediate obligation to provide my sisters with ways
and means that will enable them to live and work according
to their vocation. This is not possible everywhere and cannot
be done on short notice, especially for women. Therefore, I
had to find another interim place for at least two of the sisters, M. Rudolpha [Reitmeier] and M. Gerhardine [Kopp].
The change has been made, and I regret that it cannot be undone.62
60

59. Document 5071 can be found in its entirety in Volume 7 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
60. Fr. Francis Joseph Kleinschmidt (1819-92) succeeded Fr. John
Pees as pastor in Warburg-Altstadt.
61. The schools in Warburg-Altstadt and Warburg-Neustadt were
private foundations and therefore not subject to the 1872 laws regarding
religious teaching in public schools. After the promulgation of the Convent Law of May 31, 1875, which also affected private schools, Mother
Theresa was advised to leave the sisters at their missions as long as possible in case the law would be revoked. On June 20, 1875, however, Sister M. Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann wrote to the board of trustees in
Warburg-Altstadt, stating that the two Bavarian sisters, Sisters M.
Rudolpha and M. Gerhardine, were being recalled to Bavaria. The board
of trustees then wrote to Mother Theresa and asked that this decision
would be reversed. (Typescript, Brede Convent)
62. Sisters M. Rudolpha and M. Gerhardine were sent to England.
Since religious orders were forbidden to transfer members, no sisters
could be sent from the Brede Convent to Warburg to fill the vacancies left
by these sisters.
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I would also like to express my deep gratitude for the
loving care and forbearance that the board of trustees has
shown the institute in Warburg and our sisters in particular. I must leave the further course of events to the unfathomable designs of God and the care of the noble board of
trustees.
Respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
5077: To Countess Frances von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Godelheim

Noble Countess!

J!M!

Munich

July 29, 1875

We were very sorry to hear of your great suffering. May
Mary, Health of the Sick, plead with her Divine Son for the
restoration of your depleted strength! This will be our
prayer for you before the Blessed Sacrament.
The blow that struck the dear Brede Convent through
the promulgation of the Convent Law resonated deeply in
our hearts. We had no intention of giving up the institute,
and we were happy that more and more children were coming. After we were forbidden to accept new members, however, we could see only a slow death before us.
Nevertheless, we hope and trust that the merciful God
will let us keep the orphanage for which the noble founder
went to such great expense.63 If better times come again,
good seed that is now being nipped in the bud will again
flourish.
Reassuring you of our prayer, I remain respectfully
yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior

63. Count Herman Werner von Bocholtz-Asseburg
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5078: To Fr. Frederick A. Wille
Brakel

Munich
July 29, 1875

J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!64
You took the trouble to write to me concerning the situation at the Brede Convent. Pressured from all sides, what
other response can I make? “O God, do with us what is most
pleasing to you.”
From my viewpoint, I see that the present situation of
our sisters at the Brede Convent is neither tenable nor in
accordance with their vocation,65 and I would like to repeat
here what I wrote to the pastor in Warburg-Altstadt.
“Since conditions have developed as they have, I consider it my immediate obligation to provide my sisters with
ways and means that will enable them to live and work according to their vocation. This is not possible everywhere
and cannot be done on short notice, especially for women.
Therefore, I had to find another interim place for at least
two of the sisters, M. Rudolpha [Reitmeier] and M. Gerhardine [Kopp]. The change has been made, and I regret that
it cannot be undone.”66
May God continue to help us!
In grateful acknowledgment of your pastoral attentiveness and help, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
64. Fr. Frederick A. Wille succeeded Msgr. Bruns as pastor in Brakel
in 1871 and held this position until 1902.
65. In July 1875, Sister M. Hedwig von Bocholtz-Asseburg, who had
been the superior at the Brede Convent since 1872, was questioned by
the royal commissioner and the mayor with regard to the current residents in the house. They threatened to close the convent immediately if
any additional person would join them. Although the Brede Convent
property had been given to the sisters only for their use, Sister M. Hedwig was expected to give a complete inventory, “to the last spoon in the
kitchen.” See Jörgens, Adel Verpflichtet, 65-66.
66. See Document 5076, pp. 168-169.
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Motherhouse
January 25 [1876]67

J!M!
Dear Sister Caroline!
. . . In Europe, there are motherhouses in Breslau, at the
Brede Convent, and in Temesvár, but they act in greatest
harmony with the generalate and central motherhouse in
Munich. Since they turn to us with their concerns and
doubts and ask for advice as holy rule prescribes, God’s
blessing rests upon their works. . . .
Dear Sister Caroline, please believe that we are not lacking in good will. It is simply impossible for us to provide you
with help in the way we should. In Silesia, four more houses
have been closed: Königshütte, Waldenburg, Striegau, and
Katscher;68 in Baden, three: Munzingen, Steisslingen, and
Hugstetten; in Westphalia, Brakel; in the Rhineland, Hinsbeck; and in Hesse, Orb. There is a momentary ceasefire in
the Kulturkampf now, and those houses that were already
notified of impending closure have received directions to
continue until further orders are given. . . .69
5169: To Fr. Joseph Herman Herkenrath
Düssel

August 31, 1876

J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!
We made the sudden decision to call for reception the
candidate, Christine Weiten from Düssel, because we
wanted to bring the good soul to her long-desired goal.

67. The copy of this document prepared for the beatification process
gives the year as 1875, but the original document in Milwaukee shows
1876, which is confirmed by internal evidence.
68. Now Chorzów, Wałbrzych, Strzegom, and Kietrz in Poland
69. Document 5025 can be found in its entirety in Volume 7 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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Although we cannot agree completely with your views
about the current prevailing circumstances,70 we recognize
the validity of the reasons presented in your friendly letter
of August 28, especially those regarding the illness of the official teacher in Düssel, M. Casimira Köring.71 We will be
happy to allow her to keep the support and help that Christine offers her. God will also send help so that Christine
does not waver in her vocation as a result.72
Requesting your continued benevolence and remembrance in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
5185: To the Boards of Trustees
To the Royal City Councils
Warburg-Altstadt and Warburg-Neustadt
J!M!

Munich

October 20, 1876

Noble Boards of Trustees of the Frederick and Charvin
Foundations!
Royal City Councils of Warburg-Altstadt and WarburgNeustadt!
A few days ago, we received from the motherhouse at the
Brede Convent a copy of the farewell speeches that the city,
school, and Church representatives in Warburg addressed
70. The reference is unclear since Fr. Herkenrath’s letter has not
been found.
71. The school in Düssel consisted of one class with approximately
100 children, ages six to fourteen. After passing her teaching examination, Christine Weiten was sent to help Sister M. Casimira, who was in
poor health. See Jörgens, Dem “Kulturkampf” zum Opfer gefallen . . . .
72. Christine was offered a considerable salary if she would leave
the order and take charge of the school. She refused to do this, and Sister Casimira and Christine continued teaching in Düssel until they were
dismissed in April 1877. Christine was received in Munich on September
8, 1877, and given the name, Sister M. Heriberta. Sister M. Casimira remained in Munich until her death in 1879. See Jörgens, Dem
“Kulturkampf” zum Opfer gefallen. . . .
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to the local superiors.73 Deeply moved, the respectfully undersigned cannot help but express her deep gratitude for all
the proofs of genuine, cordial love given to the sisters, especially before their departure from Warburg.
The good sisters arrived here completely exhausted,
their hearts torn by the farewell scenes they had experienced. They could not stop talking about everything they
experienced in the recent past. Nevertheless, strengthened
by God’s grace, they have now left Munich for the new positions assigned them: M. Candida [Dielenhen] and M. Hermanna [Meier] to Miltenberg; M. Ursula [Schulte] to
Heidingsfeld near Würzburg; and M. Borromäa
[Stachelscheid] to Herzogenaurach near Erlangen. May
they also work there for the glory of God and the salvation
of young people!
They will never forget Warburg which grew so dear to
them, the highly respected boards of trustees, and the good
children. They will always keep them in grateful remembrance, especially in prayer before God in whom we place
all our trust.
Respectfully yours!
Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
5194: To Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Hinnenburg Castle near Brakel

Noble Count!

J!M!

Munich

November 8, 1876

Before all else, I must apologize for not answering your
gracious letter sooner. It came during my absence from the
73. On May 24, 1876, the new local government school supervisor ordered the dismissal of all the sisters from the schools in Warburg-Altstadt
and Warburg-Neustadt as of October 1, 1876. Sister M. Candida Dielenhen was the superior at Warburg-Altstadt, and Sister M. Ursula Schulte
was the superior at Warburg-Neustadt.
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motherhouse, and I do not know how it happened that it remained unanswered until today.
In the meantime, the houses in Warburg-Altstadt and
Warburg-Neustadt have been closed, and those in Düssel and
Allendorf74 are also threatened. Hardenberg has received notice, and according to the last reports from the Brede Convent, there is reason to fear for the entire house there.
“Whatever God does is well done!” Our faith teaches us
this, and as our dear Sister Hedwig [von Bocholtz-Asseburg]
told us recently, you are putting all your trust in God alone.
We are very edified by the deeply religious stance which you
manifested once again.75
In these critical times, our only help is in the name of the
Lord! Therefore, we will pray that your wise insight may succeed in saving at least the orphanage and all that belongs to
it. The orphanage is flourishing now and provides the poor
children with such a great benefit.
We now recommend this intention to the heart of our Divine Redeemer, who always has sufficient love and power to
make the enemy a footstool.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
5226: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
February 16, 1877

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . The Kulturkampf has taken one house after the other
74. See Footnote 40, p. 158.
75. In March 1876, the government ordered that the orphanage at
the Brede Convent be closed within six months. As owner of the Brede
Convent Foundation, Count Diedrich made a contract with the city,
whereby the orphanage and free school would remain at the Brede Convent, and the count would have the right to employ the respective teachers. Whenever possible, candidates, aspirants, or former boarders were
employed. See Jörgens, Adel verpflichtet, 66.
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in Prussia. We received notice to leave Hardenberg and Düssel in the Rhine Province, as well as Ebersdorf in Silesia, this
Easter,76 and our large house with an elementary school and
a private secondary school for girls in Oppeln in October.77
What the future will bring is in God’s hand. We do not expect anything better than what has already taken place. . .
.78
5236: To Baroness Clothilde von Wendt
Crassenstein Castle near Wadersloh
March 22, 1877

J!M!
Noble Baroness!
Through the communications from our dear sisters in
Hardenberg, we have become sufficiently acquainted with
your benevolence and true motherly interest in looking after
all their needs and concerns. For this reason, we can also
imagine the pain that you experienced on receiving the news
that the royal government has already appointed a lay
teacher and will soon appoint a second one to fill our sisters’
positions and put an end to their work in dear Hardenberg.79
Now you asked Sister Superior Hedwig [von BocholtzAsseburg] if the sisters could be allowed to work as nurses.
Forgive me for having to respond that nursing is not our vocation. Since the sisters have neither training nor practice
in this profession, they would be unable to serve in this capacity. We are also convinced that you would not receive
permission for this change because the officials know that
the sisters are religious teachers.
Since it is contrary to our rule to have the sisters photographed, I am very sorry that I must also respond in the
76. Now Domaszków in southern Poland
77. Now Opole in Poland
78. Document 5226 can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
79. Baroness von Wendt made every effort to keep the sisters as
teachers at the school she founded. In December 1875, however, the royal
government ordered the sisters to leave the school in Hardenberg-Neviges
by April 1, 1877. (Typescript, Brede Convent)

176

Mission to Prussia: Brede

negative to your second expressed wish. Please accept the
enclosed photograph, which can serve as a lasting remembrance of the sisters and their internal and external works,
because it represents their earthly efforts and struggles as
well as the reward that will be theirs someday.
The sisters who are leaving may keep the memento that
you were pleased to give them.
Likewise, if it would give you some measure of consolation and would not be a burden to you, I will give the sisters
permission to go to Crassenstein Castle for a few days of
rest.80
They could certainly take another route; we thought that
going through Cologne would be the easiest and quickest
way here.
If God helps the Church triumph again, we will be happy
to give the dear sisters back to Hardenberg.81 Nevertheless,
God will reward all your charity and all the sacrifices that
you made for this good cause and replace all exterior harshness and bitterness with interior consolation.
M. Th. of Jesus
5246: To Baroness Clothilde von Wendt
Crassenstein Castle near Wadersloh
J!M!

April 17, 1877

Noble Baroness!
The dear Sisters from Hardenberg arrived here on Saturday evening, April 15. They still feel the painful aftermath of leaving the place of activity that had become so dear
to them. May the rest and good care that they are receiving
soon restore their strength!
As far as we can tell, the sisters have much more courage
than we dared to hope for after such experiences. They as80. Baroness von Wendt lived at Crassenstein Castle west of Paderborn in Westphalia.
81. The sisters left Hardenberg-Neviges on April 4, 1877. Baroness
von Wendt kept the school in readiness for the return of the sisters, and
soon after laws to the contrary were lifted, the sisters returned in 1888.
(Typescript, Brede Convent)
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sure us that their stay at the Crassenstein Castle also had
a very beneficial effect on their body and spirit.82
Please do not take it amiss if I once again express my
deep gratitude for all the love and motherly care shown the
sisters, as well as my gratitude for personally accompanying
them to Cologne, paying for their tickets, and giving them
travel money.
To my regret, I heard how damaged the picture was
when it arrived. In its place, I ask that you would kindly
accept the one that is enclosed, as well as the small Directory
of Our Religious Institute that you requested.
We will see to it that the sisters let you know about their
new place of work as soon as they have arrived there.83
Requesting your continued gracious benevolence and devout remembrance in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
5276:

To Bishop Conrad Martin
Mont St. Guibert near Brussels
J!M!

Munich
August 30, 1877

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!84
According to a letter from Chief Administrative Officer
von Metternich in Höxter, dated February 5, 1877, the department of education will not allow the work of our sisters
to continue at the Brede Convent beyond October 1.
82. See Document 5236, pp. 175-176.
83. Sisters M. Michaela Redder and M. Felicitas Haumann were sent
to Miltenberg in Bavaria, and Sisters M. Achatia Schefers and M. Anna
Riecks were sent to Schweinheim near Aschaffenburg. When the mission
was reopened in 1888, Sisters M. Michaela and M. Achatia returned to
Hardenberg-Neviges.
84. On August 4, 1874, Bishop Martin was sentenced to imprisonment for his opposition to the laws of the Kulturkampf. He escaped into
exile on May 3, 1875, and continued to govern the diocese from Mont St.
Guibert in Belgium until his death on July 16, 1879.
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Therefore, we asked the sisters at the Brede Convent to
give us a direct statement of their thoughts at this time.
These letters arrived on August 26, and according to their
content, 11 sisters asked me to send them to some other place
with an appropriate area of activity so that they could continue to dedicate their services in the order of which they are
members.
One sister asked directly for permission to remain at the
Brede Convent, and six sisters stated that they would leave
it up to their superior to give them further orders to which
they will submit. One of these sisters stressed that she
wanted to be allowed to wear the habit.
Countess [Hedwig] von Bocholtz-Asseburg, the superior
at the Brede Convent,85 is confident that she, the daughter of
the founder,86 could succeed in keeping her father’s foundation if she would remain at the Brede Convent with one or
other sister. At the same time, the royal government would
be given the various institutes—the free school, the orphanage, and the secondary school—and appoint laywomen as directors and teachers.
Sister Friedoline [Kieneke] asked to be allowed to stay because she is ill and unable to travel.
If M. Armella, a house sister, does not obey better than
she has up to now, we ask for permission to dismiss her. The
first vows that she professed for seven years have expired.87
If I may submit my honest opinion, I cannot help but express my fear that these plans will be rejected by the royal
government, and that sooner or later, the sisters will be definitely ordered to leave the Brede Convent—or to lay aside
their religious habits and promise that they will no longer
have any connection with our order.
Nevertheless, since Divine Providence has ways and
means that are hidden from us, we are presenting the entire
situation to you with our petition that you would send us your
85. Sister M. Hedwig was superior at the Brede Convent from 1872
until 1888.
86. Count Herman Werner von Bocholtz-Asseburg
87. Sister M. Armella Löhneke remained in the order until her death
in 1907.
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gracious instructions as soon as possible. October 1 is already
near, and we must take further precautionary measures.88
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
5317 a:

To Count Diedrich von Bocholtz-Asseburg
Hinnenburg Castle near Brakel
J!M!

Munich

February 18, 1878

Your Excellency! Noble Count!
Dear Sister Hedwig [von Bocholtz-Asseburg] brought us
your gracious letters of the first and fifth of this month,89 and
from their contents, we clearly saw once again how very concerned you are about your deceased father’s foundation.
For a long time, we have also been very worried about the
Brede Convent. What dear Sister Hedwig told us about the
lay personnel, necessitated by the change in external circumstances, is truly regrettable. We discussed the matter
many times and gave it careful consideration, both in prayer
before God and with Sister Hedwig. In view of the prevailing
circumstances, the only advice that we can give is to limit ourselves to conducting the free school and caring for the poor
orphans. That was the intention of the devout founder of
88. On October 10-11, 1877, 11 sisters left the Brede Convent for
other missions. When the mayor of Brakel arrived the following day to
close the Brede Convent, eight sisters were still there. Countess Frances,
Sister M. Hedwig’s mother, was also staying there for a few days, as she
usually did two or three times a year. After the mayor left, he reported
to the royal government that since there were very few sisters at the
Brede Convent, the superior did not want to leave her elderly mother,
and the schools were in the hands of secular teachers, there was “nothing
left to close,” and “as of that day, the convent was considered closed.”
Under great hardship, the remaining sisters continued to live and work
at the Brede Convent throughout the Kulturkampf. See Jörgens, Adel
Verpflichtet, 68.
89. Sister M. Hedwig traveled to Munich in February 1878 to discuss the situation at the Brede Convent with Mother Theresa and her assistants. See Jörgens, Briefe, 5.
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blessed memory,90 and it is our hope that he will be our intercessor in heaven before the throne of God. We were called
to the Brede Convent for the sake of the orphans, and there
are still sufficient personnel there for this. We cherish the
confident hope that the dear Lord, who has great means at
his disposal, will protect and preserve the institute for the
sake of the poor children who are God’s favorites. That was
what our dear Reverend Mother91 said repeatedly during her
conversation on this topic with Sister Hedwig, who came to
the same conviction. We trust that God will bless us.
We can see only two possibilities with regard to our secondary school for girls—either close it at once, or make it
clear to Miss Dahlhof that, since the royal government has
accepted her as director, she must take charge of everything
and keep it going.92 She must also collect the fees and pay
the convent the set amount for room and board per person.
By making this clear to her, we might succeed in convincing her that she is not equal to such a task. If the town of
Brakel insists that the secondary school continue, it will certainly have to pay the rent for the institute wing.

90. Count Herman Werner von Bocholtz-Asseburg
91. Mother Theresa
92. Miss Dahlhof was recognized by the government as the director
of the secondary school at the Brede Convent which was staffed by lay
teachers. It soon became evident that Miss Dahlhof was unable to meet
the expectations of either the sisters or the von Bocholtz-Asseburg family, and difficulties ensued. See Jörgens, Adel Verpflichtet, 73-75.
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We leave it up to your wise judgment as to which of the
two possibilities we should now adopt, and we ask for your
continued favorable disposition toward the sisters and ourselves as well.93
Respectfully yours,
In the illness of our General Superior,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Margaret of Cortona [Wiedemann]
(Typescript, Brede Convent)

93. In March 1878, Miss Dahlhof handed in her resignation to the
district education office, declared that there was no longer a need for a
secondary school at the Brede Convent, and began looking for a different
position. Although another teacher, Sophie Feuerhof, applied for the position of director, she was assigned to another school, “whereby the question of the secondary school in Brakel was immediately settled,” as stated
in the official record.
The sisters at the Brede Convent continued to care for about 30 orphans and conduct the free school. After the city of Brakel built a new
school in 1881, however, all the children were obliged to attend the new
school and the free school at the Brede Convent was closed. The number
of orphans grew slightly. Beginning in 1884, secondary classes for boarders and day students were again taught at the Brede Convent. With the
gradual end of the Kulturkampf, this school was given government approval in 1888. See Jörgens, Bedeutung der Brede, 31-32.
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Blessed Sacrament, 148, 169. See
also adoration.
Blomeier, Theresa, 18
Bocholtz-Asseburg, Count
Diedrich von, 4, 6, 10, 20-21,
33, 35, 36, 48, 49, 119-124, 128131. See also List of Documents.
Bocholtz-Asseburg, Count Herman Werner von, xii, 2n, 4n,
5n, 8n, 46n, 169, 178-180
Bocholtz-Asseburg, Count John
von, 36
Bocholtz-Asseburg, Countess
Frances von, 9, 24n, 48n, 69n,
110n, 112n, 121, 128, 136, 179.
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See also List of Documents.
Bocholtz-Asseburg, Sr. M. Hedwig
von (Countess Maria), 5, 9n,
13, 16; novice, 18, 20-21, 23,
24n, 25, 32, 35, 36; professed
sister, 46-47, 69; illness, 108116; return to Westphalia, 119125, 127-131, 136-137; novice
mistress, 142, 150; superior at
the Brede Convent, 170n, 174,
175, 178-180
Boeddinghaus, Fr. E., 114, 115
Boekamp, Fr. John, 30
Bökendorf (now Brakel-Bökendorf, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany), 24, 34n
Bonnaz, Alexander (Bishop of
Csanád in Temesvár), 108, 146,
149
Book of Life, 54
Borromäa Stachelscheid, Sr. M.
See Stachelscheid, Sr. M. Borromäa.
Bourgoin, Sr. M. Brigitta
(Theresa), 18
boys: teaching, 54, 55, 57, 59n, 60
Brakel (now Brakel, North RhineWestphalia): public school for
girls, 25, 61, 64, 72; dismissal
of sisters, 153, 171
branches, 66
Bratkow, Sr. M. Elizabeth
(Auguste), 60
Brazil: empire, 143; request for
sisters, 142-145
bread, 82, 152
Brede Convent, 1n, 2n; history, xxiii; (illus.), xiii; Mariae Opferungsthal, xi-xii, 1n; St. Anna
Institute, xii, 20-21, 41-43, 46n,
47-49, 62, 63; retreat center,
32-33, 41; novitiate, 35n, 44,
50, 58, 63-64, 78-81, 93; motherhouse, 47, 76, 93n, 103, 171
Breslau (now Wrocŀaw, Poland),
22; Ad Matrem Dolorosam,
23n, 24n, 49; motherhouse,
35n, 99n, 134-135, 171

Breusing, Sr. M. Gudila, 103n
Brigitta Bourgoin, Sr. M. See
Bourgoin, Sr. M. Brigitta.
Brilon, Sr. M. Conrada (Maria),
117n
Brockmann, Maria, 2
Bruder, Sr. M. Radegundis
(Anna), 27-28
Bruns, Fr. Frederick, 8, 11, 24, 2930, 36, 42n, 43, 49, 72-74, 76,
78, 143n, 150n. See also List of
Documents.
Candida Dielenhen, Sr. M. See
Dielenhen, Sr. M. Candida.
Canonesses of St. Augustine: See
Congrégation Notre-Dame.
cardinal protector (definition), 72n
Caroline Friess, Sr. M. See Friess,
Sr. M. Caroline.
Casimira Höchstetter, Sr. M. See
Höchstetter, Sr. M. Casimira.
Casimira Köring, Sr. M. See
Köring, Sr. M. Casimira.
charity, 118-119, 130, 176
Charvin Foundation, 125n
cholera, 45n, 46n, 50
Church, Catholic, 51, 72, 76, 99,
102, 106, 129, 131, 140, 143n,
151, 153
Clara Kraus, Sr. M. See Kraus,
Sr. M. Clara.
Clarelli-Paracciani, Cardinal
Nicholas (Cardinal Protector),
117, 134-135, 140, 153-154
Clothilde Müller, Sr. M. See
Müller, Sr. M. Clothilde.
confidence, 4, 88-89
Congrégation Notre-Dame, 10n, 51
Congregation of Jesus (CJ), 162n
Conrada Brilon, Sr. M. See
Brilon, Sr. M. Conrada.
consolation, 52, 65, 71, 77, 133,
166, 176
Constantine Konrad, Sr. M. See
Konrad, Sr. M. Constantine.
contemplation, 105
Convent Law: See Kulturkampf.

Cordula Göbel, Sr. M. See Göbel,
Sr. M. Cordula.
courage, 79-80, 143, 176-177
Crassenstein Castle, 83n, 176-177
Crescentia Kugelmann, Sr. M.
See Kugelmann, Sr. M. Crescentia.
cross, 111
customs, 142-143
Dahlhof, Miss, 180-181
De Luca, Cardinal Antonino (Cardinal Protector), 153-154, 174175
death, 42, 159, 166-167
dedication, 95
Deischer, Sr. M. Willibalda
(Theresa): superior at the
Brede Convent, 60, 62, 63, 71,
80, 81, 92, 93, 99n, 103, 118,
121, 123, 124, 128, 130, 132,
136-137; transfer, 141-142, 147
Desideria Ritter, Sr. M. See Ritter, Sr. M. Desideria.
Dielenhen, Sr. M. Candida (Susanna), 150, 173
Diepenbrock, Melchior von
(Prince Bishop of Breslau),
23n, 30n
Dilldorf-Hinsbeck (now in Essen,
Germany), 154-156, 158-159,
171
Dillon-Purcell, Fr. Arthur, 114
Directory of the Congregation,
79n
Ditz, Theresa, 137
Divine Bridegroom, 105-106
Divine Providence, 66, 69, 76, 82,
138, 152, 178
Dreher, Sr. M. Valeria (Emma),
18
Drepper, John Francis (Bishop of
Paderborn), 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 16,
29-30, 33, 46n, 65n, 72, 73, 78.
See also List of Documents.
Dröge, Sr. M. Antonia (Elizabeth),
152
Düssel (now part of Wülfrath near
Düsseldorf), 147, 171-172, 174175

Index
189
education, 5, 29, 97, 101, 134;
fourth vow, 5n
Eisenhofer, Sr. M. Ildephonsa
(Frederica), 11-12, 27, 40-41
Elizabeth Bratkow, Sr. M. See
Bratkow, Sr. M. Elizabeth.
Elkana Stähler, Sr. M. See
Stähler, Sr. M. Elkana.
Emmanuela Landgrebe, Sr. M.
See Landgrebe, Sr. M.
Emmanuela.
enclosure, 86
Endres, Sr. M. Amalia (Margaret),
18
England: mission in, 124, 150
Epiphany, 105-106
Erharda Voraus, Sr. M. See
Voraus, Sr. M. Erharda.
Erl, Sr. M. Regina (Elizabeth), 138
Evers, Frederick, 53n, 55n, 166n
Evers, Judge Frederick, 55n, 166167
Evers, Marie, 166-167
Evers, Sophie, 53n, 166n
example, 45
extraordinary confessor, 65n
faith, 71, 151, 174
faithfulness, 61, 96, 131, 165
Fanger, Sr. M. Leopoldine
(Barbara), 18
Federlin, Sr. M. Verona
(Elizabeth), 138
Feldhaus, Fr. William, 142-145
Felicitas Haumann, Sr. M. See
Haumann, Sr. M. Felicitas.
Felicitas Ruland, Sr. M. See
Ruland, Sr. M. Felicitas.
Feuerhof, Sophie, 181n
Fidelia Aigster, Sr. M. See Aigster, Sr. M. Fidelia.
Finke, Agnes, 1-5, 12-18, 22
Fischer, Fr. Ignatius, 55n
Fischer, Mayor Henry, 55n
Forbes, Sr. M. Magdalena, 114,
115
Förster, Henry (Prince Bishop of
Breslau), 99n
foundation: definition, 6n
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Fourier, St. Peter, 10n, 17n
Franz, Sr. M. Rosa (Amalia), 3637, 41-42, 44-45
Frederick Foundation, 53n
Fredericka Puls, Sr. M. See Puls,
Sr. M. Fredericka.
Freistadt (Upper Austria), 152
Freusberg, Joseph (Auxiliary
Bishop of Paderborn), 65
Friedoline Kieneke, Sr. M. See
Kieneke, Sr. M. Friedoline.
Friess, Sr. M. Caroline (Josepha),
142-145, 167-168, 171
fruit, 11, 12, 31, 64, 97
Fuchte, Sr. M. Anselma (Anna),
25, 63, 103n, 148
Fulda-Maberzell (Hesse, Germany), 66-67
future, 175
Galen, Count Clemens von, 112
garden, 54n
Geissel, Cardinal John von
(Prince Bishop of Cologne), 87,
91-92
generosity, 46n, 96
gentleness, 95
Gerhardine Kopp, Sr. M. See
Kopp, Sr. M. Gerhardine.
Geritz, Joseph Ambrosius (Bishop
of Ermland), 50-51
Göbel, Sr. M. Cordula (Josephine),
63n
God’s call, 4, 34-35, 82, 95, 130
God’s love, 96, 105
God’s plan, 66
God’s will, 82, 109, 110, 150
God’s work, 13, 15, 32, 43, 58
Good Shepherd, 16, 34
Gorizia: mission in, 117n, 120121, 123, 125, 159
gratitude, 166
Graudenz (now Grudziądz,
Poland), 98-104, 106-108; dismissal of sisters, 134, 139-141
Gudila Breusing, Sr. M. See
Breusing, Sr. M. Gudila.

Gurtweil (now Gurtweil, BadenWürttemberg, Germany), 155
Hainhausen, 45n, 46n, 116, 119
Hardenberg-Neviges: See Neviges.
harmony, 74, 75, 149
harvest, 156
Hasse, Fr., 100, 103
Hasse, Sr. M. Paula (Marie), 161
Haumann, Sr. M. Felicitas, 177n
Hauptmann, Sr. M. Xaveria, 156,
159
Haxthausen, Baroness Ludowine
von, 1n, 2n, 24-25, 26, 32n,
48n, 121
Haxthausen, Canon Frederick
von, 110
Haxthausen, Fr. Werner von, 48
healing, 111
Health of the Sick (Mary), 118,
169
heaven, 40, 58, 95, 97, 106, 146,
162, 166, 180
Hedwig von Bocholtz-Asseburg,
Sr. M. See Bocholtz-Asseburg,
Sr. M. Hedwig von.
Henrica Huber, Sr. M. See Huber,
Sr. M. Henrica.
Heriberta Leber, Sr. M. See
Leber, Sr. M. Heriberta.
Heriberta Weiten, Sr. M. See
Weiten, Sr. M. Heriberta.
Herkenrath, Fr. Joseph, 171-172
Hermanna Meier, Sr. M. See
Meier, Sr. M. Josepha Hermanna.
Herz, Sr. M. Arsenia (Barbara), 18
Hildegard Riedhammer, Sr. M.
See Riedhammer, Sr. M.
Hildegard.
Hinnenburg Castle, 6, 10, 18, 21,
49, 69-70, 119, 120
Hinterberger, Sr. M. Beatrix, 148,
160-165
Höchstetter, Sr. M. Casimira
(Theresa), 18
Hoffmann, Sr. M. Katharina, 136
Höflinger, Dr. Christopher, 117118

holiday schools, 39n
Holy Communion, 97
Holy Mass, 61, 109, 118, 122, 167
Holy Rule, 52, 72, 76, 171; episcopal testimonials, 49-50, 131133; observance of, 105,
122-123, 127
Holzmann, Sr. M. Alphonsa
Liguoria (Maria), 27-28, 42, 44,
50
hope, 12, 66, 78, 79, 88-89, 131,
145-148, 149, 169, 176, 180
Huber, Sr. M. Henrica (Anna), 18
Huberta Schindler, Sr. M. See
Schindler, Sr. M. Huberta.
humility, 12, 95-97, 165
Hungary: mission in, 124, 152;
sisters from Westphalia, 108,
146, 148, 149
Hyacinth Vollrath, Sr. M. See
Vollrath, Sr. M. Hyacinth.
Ignatia Lammers, Sr. M. See
Lammers, Sr. M. Ignatia.
Ildephonsa Eisenhofer, Sr. M.
See Eisenhofer, Sr. M.
Ildephonsa.
Ildephonsa Thöne, Sr. M. See
Thöne, Sr. M. Ildephonsa.
Institute of the Blessed Virgin
Mary (IBVM), 162n
Isabella Jahrstorfer, Sr. M. See
Jahrstorfer, Sr. M. Isabella.
Isidora Bauer, Sr. M. See Bauer,
Sr. M. Isidora.
Jahrstorfer, Sr. M. Isabella
(Maria), 18, 145, 147, 148-149
Jesuit Law: See Kulturkampf.
Jesuits: See Society of Jesus.
Jesus, 28, 37, 38, 40, 66, 71, 77,
95-97, 105-106, 152. See also
Good Shepherd, Sacred Heart.
Job, Fr. Francis Sebastian, 17n
Joseph, St., 113
Josepha Renninger, Sr. M. See
Renninger, Sr. M. Josepha.
joy, 39, 63, 77-78, 83, 85, 96, 105,
132, 164
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Katharina Hoffmann, Sr. M. See
Hoffmann, Sr. M. Katharina.
Kieneke, Sr. M. Friedoline, 178
Kircher, Sr. M. Philothea
(Katharina), 158n
Kleespies, Msgr., 165. See also
List of Documents.
Kleinschmidt, Fr. Francis Joseph,
168-169
König, Sr. M. Alphonsa (Maria),
22, 24n, 25-28
Konrad, Sr. M. Constantine
(Anna), 63n
Kopp, Sr. M. Gerhardine, 168, 170
Köring, Sr. M. Casimira, 172
Kött, Christopher (Bishop of
Fulda), 66, 67-68, 157
Kraus, Sr. M. Clara (Marianne),
152
Kugelmann, Sr. M. Crescentia
(Frances), 22n, 27-28, 136
Kulturkampf, 153-154, 158n, 171,
174, 177, 179, 181; Convent
Law, 167-169; Jesuit Law, 151152
Lamb of God, 96
Lammers, Sr. M. Ignatia, 117
Lammers, Sr. M. Meinolpha
(Helene), 26
Landgrebe, Sr. M. Emmanuela
(Caroline), 75
Le Clerc, Blessed Alix, 10n
Leber, Sr. M. Heriberta (Elise),
31-32, 38
Leipold, Sr. M. Macaria (Anna),
18
Leopoldine Fanger, Sr. M. See
Fanger, Sr. M. Leopoldine.
light, 44, 45, 106
Liguoria Holzmann, Sr. M.
Alphonsa. See Holzmann, Sr.
M. Alphonsa Liguoria.
Lipp, Joseph von (Bishop of Rottenburg), 37
Löhneke, Sr. M. Armella
(Josepha), 178
love, 2, 45, 96-97, 105-106, 114,
130, 156
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Ludmilla Schenk, Sr. M. See
Schenk, Sr. M. Ludmilla.
Maberzell: See Fulda-Maberzell.
Macaria Leipold, Sr. M. See
Leipold, Sr. M. Macaria.
Magdalena Forbes, Sr. M. See
Forbes, Sr. M. Magdalena.
Magdalena von Stedingk, Sr. M.
See Stedingk, Sr. M.
Magdalena von.
Magi, 105-106
Mallinckrodt, Blessed Pauline
von, 30n
Manegold, Fr. Hubert, 145
Manhardt, Sr. M. Peregrina
(Magdalena), 11, 12
Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann,
Sr. M. See Wiedemann, Sr. M.
Margaret of Cortona.
Mariae Opferungsthal: See Brede
Convent.
Martin, Conrad (Bishop of Paderborn), 70n, 71, 75-76, 80, 93,
123, 136, 177n. See also List of
Documents.
martyrdom, 97
Marwitz, John Nepomucene von
der (Bishop of Culm), 98-104,
106, 107, 139-140, 141
Mary, 88-89, 94, 96, 97, 113. See
also Health of the Sick, Mother
of Our Order, Sacred Heart of
Mary.
Mary Ward Sisters: See Congregation of Jesus, Institute of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
Mast, Dr. Joseph, 36n
Mathilde Petri, Sr. M. See Petri,
Sr. M. Mathilde.
Maximilian II (King of Bavaria),
26
Meier, Sr. M. Josepha Hermanna
(Frances), 173
Meier, Sr. M. Walburga, 145, 147,
148
Meinolpha Lammers, Sr. M. See
Lammers, Sr. M. Meinolpha.

Melania Schlicht, Sr. M. See
Schlicht, Sr. M. Melania.
Menne, Ferdinanda, 58
Menne, Fr. Francis Xavier, 42-44,
66, 73-76, 79, 81
mercy, 45, 71, 167,
Metternich, Count Max, 34n, 35
Meve (now Nowe, Poland), 107
Michaela Redder, Sr. M. See
Redder, Sr. M. Michaela.
mission, opening ceremony, 93
missionary spirit, 114
Möges, Sr. M. Severina
(Walburga), 18
Möller, Fr. Frederick, 55n
Monica, St., 7, 8, 10
mortification, 96, 105,
Moses, 78
Mother of Our Order (Mary), 28,
42, 88
Motherhouse (Munich): union
with 47, 171
motherhouse: requirements for,
102
Müller, Sr. M. Clothilde (Cecilia),
2-3, 4
Munich Motherhouse: See Motherhouse (Munich).
mustard seed, 9, 61, 66, 99, 106
Nassl, Sr. M. Theodosia (Crescentia), 18
nationality, 101
needlework, 85, 87
Neubauer, Sr. M. Theodolinde
(Anna), 18
Neviges (now Velbert-Neviges,
North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany), 82-83, 84, 85, 90-93,
120, 123, 134, 164-165; dismissal of sisters, 174-177
Nolasca Riecks, Sr. M. See
Riecks, Sr. M. Nolasca.
Notre Dame Rule, 10n, 17, 51
Nowak, Sr. M. Philothea (Johanna), 42
Nübel, Msgr. Eberhard, 142-145
nursing, 167, 175

obedience, 40, 97, 105
Old Catholic Church, 151
openness, 96
Orb (now Bad Orb, Hesse, Germany), 133-135, 137-140; dismissal of sisters, 152, 157-158,
160-166, 171
orphans, 1n, 2n, 13, 28, 121, 169,
174, 178-181
Oslender, Fr., 154-156, 158-159
Paintner, Dr., 23
papal decree of recognition, 72,
74, 79
patience, 21, 42, 61, 161
Paula Hasse, Sr. M. See Hasse,
Sr. M. Paula.
Paulina Wiech, Sr. M. See Wiech,
Sr. M. Paulina.
peace, 74-75, 127, 129, 134, 149,
165
Pees, Fr. John, 53-54, 55n, 57-59,
61-62, 64, 65, 168
Peregrina Manhardt, Sr. M. See
Manhardt, Sr. M. Peregrina.
perfection, 12, 31, 95-96, 106, 165
perpetual adoration: See adoration.
Perpetual Adoration Institute:
See Adoration Sisters.
perseverance, 13, 166
Peter Fourier, St. See Fourier, St.
Peter.
Petri, Sr. M. Mathilde (Frances),
13, 18, 28
Pfaffenhofen (Austrian Tyrol), 152
Pfeffer, Sr. M. Spes, 63n
Pfriemer, Sr. M. Bertha (Pauline),
19
Philomena Blattner, Sr. M. See
Blattner, Sr. M. Philomena.
Philothea Kircher, Sr. M. See
Kircher, Sr. M. Philothea.
Philothea Nowak, Sr. M. See
Nowak, Sr. M. Philothea.
Polish, 101n, 102, 107
postulants, letters to, 95-97, 105106
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poverty, 12, 14, 28, 34, 40, 82, 88,
96, 101, 105-106, 134, 152, 153,
174
prayer, 5, 9, 31, 40, 71, 88-89, 97,
106, 107, 109-111 115, 116,
120, 122, 132, 135, 148, 149,
161
pride, 96
privileged altar, 167n
Probst, Sr. M. Quirina (Monica),
19
Puls, Sr. M. Fredericka, 158n
Quirina Probst, Sr. M. See Probst,
Sr. M. Quirina.
Radegundis Bruder, Sr. M. See
Bruder, Sr. M. Radegundis.
Redder, Sr. M. Michaela, 177
Regina Erl, Sr. M. See Erl, Sr. M.
Regina.
reign of God, 13, 40, 79
Reisach, Carl August (Archbishop
of Munich and Freising), 4, 611, 28, 36-37, 74n
Reitmeier, Sr. M. Rudolpha, 168,
170
religious habit, 95, 142n
Remigia Stockinger, Sr. M. See
Stockinger, Sr. M. Remigia.
Renninger, Sr. M. Josepha, 140n
retreat center: See Brede Convent.
Riecks, Sr. M. Anna (Louise), 177
Riecks, Sr. M. Nolasca (Sophie),
91, 92
Riedel, Valentine von (Bishop of
Regensburg), 37
Riedhammer, Sr. M. Hildegard
(Elizabeth), 19
Ringseis, Dr. John Nepomucene,
110, 112-113
Ritter, Sr. M. Desideria, 138, 139
Roder, Fr. George, 142-145
Romualda Seelos, Sr. M. See
Seelos, Sr. M. Romualda.
Rosa Franz, Sr. M. See Franz, Sr.
M. Rosa.
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Rottenburg (now Rottenburg
am Neckar, BadenWürttemberg, Germany),
36-37
Rudolpha Reitmeier, Sr. M.
See Reitmeier, Sr. M.
Rudolpha.
Ruland, Sr. M. Felicitas (Crescentia), 19
rule of the congregation: See
Holy Rule.
Rüttinger, Sr. M. Walburga,
147-148
Sacred Heart of Jesus, 37, 45,
111, 158, 164
Sacred Heart of Mary, 37, 45,
111
sadness, 96
São Leopoldo, Rio Grande do
Sul, Brazil, 142-145
Schefers, Sr. M. Achatia
(Marie), 164-165, 177
Schels, Dr. Bernard, 29-30, 35,
36
Schenk, Sr. M. Ludmilla
(Theresa), 19
Scherr, Gregory von (Archbishop of Munich and Freising), 129, 132, 136
Schindler, Sr. M. Huberta
(Katherine), 19
Schlicht, Sr. M. Melania
(Katherine), 28
Schmeller, Sr. M. Bilhildis,
103n
schools, nondenominational,
151
Schulte, Frances, 58
Schulte, Sr. M. Ursula (Maria),
91, 92, 130, 173
Schwandorf (Bavaria,
Germany), 117-118;
Marienmünster Shrine, 118
Schwann, Dr., 50-51
secondary school (Töchterschule), 33n
seed, 40, 99, 169

Seelos, Sr. M. Romualda (Anna), 19
Seifert, Elise, 25-26
self-denial, 96
Severina Möges, Sr. M. See Möges,
Sr. M. Severina.
Siebold, Msgr. Peter Joseph, 159
Siegert, Fr. Matthias, 1, 4, 24n, 119
Siemens, Katherine, 147
silence, 33
simplicity, 11, 40, 101, 105
Sisters of Charity (Brakel), 45
Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de
Paul (Graudenz), 139
Sisters of Christian Charity, 30
Sisters of St. Vincent de Paul (Orb),
160-161, 164-166
Sisters of the Most Precious Blood
(O’Fallon), 155
Society of Jesus, 151-153
soil, 99, 106,
sorrow, 36, 44, 77
Spes Pfeffer, Sr. M. See Pfeffer, Sr.
M. Spes.
spirit of the congregation, 38, 47, 63,
102, 125
Spirit of the Constitutions, 17n
spiritual direction, 11-12, 15, 31, 148
spiritual director, 74
spring, 52
St. Anna Institute: See Brede Convent.
Stachelscheid, Sr. M. Borromäa
(Aurelia), 173
staff, 52
Stähler, Sr. M. Elkana (Anna), 138
star, 52, 105, 106, 146,
statutes of the Perpetual Adoration
Institute: See Adoration Sisters.
statutes of the School Sisters of
Notre Dame: See Holy Rule.
Stedingk, Sr. M. Magdalena von, 145
Steinbach, Sr. M. Ambrosia (Bertha),
149
Stiessberger, Sr. M. Bernardine
(Caroline), 28, 31, 60-61, 63; superior at the Brede Convent, 142,
147, 150
Stockinger, Sr. M. Remigia (Anna
Theresa), 19

Stolberg-Stolberg, Count Joseph
von, 2n, 8
storms, 94
stoves, 86, 89-90, 94
Straub, Sr. M. Adelgundis (Elizabeth), 19
suffering, 29, 31, 36, 52, 71, 94,
113, 117, 129, 169
teaching examination, 14n, 17,
26n, 33n, 82
Tewes, Fr. Joseph, 32n
Theodolinde Neubauer, Sr. M.
See Neubauer, Sr. M.
Theodolinde.
Theodosia Nassl, Sr. M. See
Nassl, Sr. M. Theodosia.
Thöne, Sr. M. Ildephonsa, 156
trees, 61, 66, 97, 106; tree of life,
9, 99
trust, 54, 58, 81, 110, 121, 130,
152, 166-167, 169, 174, 180
unity, 2, 33, 47, 71, 126
Ursula Schulte, Sr. M. See
Schulte, Sr. M. Ursula.
Valeria Dreher, Sr. M. See
Dreher, Sr. M. Valeria.
Valeria Wallner, Sr. M. See Wallner, Sr. M. Valeria.
Verona Federlin, Sr. M. See Federlin, Sr. M. Verona.
Veronica Blattner, Sr. M. See
Blattner, Sr. M. Veronica.
Vienna-Fünfhaus (Austria): Mater
Misericordiae, 152
Vincent de Paul, St., 161
vineyard, 92, 107, 119, 139
Vinsebeck (North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany), 34, 35
vocation to religious life, 5, 67, 97,
106, 107, 114, 127, 149, 168,
172, 175
Vollrath, Sr. M. Hyacinth, 137138, 147-148, 157, 160, 164
Voraus, Sr. M. Erharda
(Margaret), 19
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Vossmann, Fr. Willian, 154
vows, 105
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Walburga Meier, Sr. M. See
Meier, Sr. M. Walburga.
Walburga Rüttinger, Sr. M. See
Rüttinger, Sr. M. Walburga.
Wallner, Sr. M. Valeria, 92
Warburg (now Warburg, North
Rhine-Westphalia, Germany):
Altstadt, 53-57, 59-65, 122-126,
131, 134, 136-137, 166n; closure, 168-169, 172-174
Neustadt, 125-126, 135, 136137; closure, 168-169, 172174
Wasmuth, Fr. John, 80-81
wedding feast, 96
Weiten, Sr. M. Heriberta
(Christine), 171-172
Wendt, Baroness Clothilde von,
83n, 90-91. See also List of
Documents.
Wernekink, Marie (Marianne), 12, 5, 13, 70n
Westhoff, Dr., 82-83, 84, 85, 87-89
Wiech, Sr. M. Paulina (Maria), 19
Wiedemann, Sr. M. Margaret of
Cortona (Anna), 29-30, 56, 60,
75, 78, 146, 168n, 179-181
Wiegard, Ferdinande, 34
Wilhelm, Dr. Francis, 4, 7
Wille, Fr. Frederick A., 170
William I (King of Prussia), 94n
Willibalda Deischer, Sr. M. See
Deischer, Sr. M. Willibalda.
Wittmann, Sr. M. Armella (Anna),
19
Wölfelsdorf (now Wilkanów,
Poland), 34
Wolff-Eickelmann Family, 159n
Xaveria Hauptmann, Sr. M. See
Hauptmann, Sr. M. Xaveria.
zeal, 11, 15-16, 31, 34, 57, 79-80,
95, 107, 158

