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Preface to Volume 7
Volume 7 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger includes documents from the years 1860 through
1879 that refer to the growth and development of the mission of the School Sisters of Notre Dame in North America.
As part of the process leading toward the beatification
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger in 1985, 5,337 documents, which she either wrote or signed, were gathered
and copied by hand. These copies were notarized, numbered, packed in a large trunk, and taken to Rome. On December 17, 1929, they were presented to the Sacred
Congregation of Rites for further examination. This material is referred to here as the beatification collection.
Since it was beyond the scope of this work to locate original letters still extant in numerous archives, translations
were done from the notarized copies in the beatification collection. Some of the material in this collection was copied
from archival copies of the original documents and these
copies did not always include a signature. This does not
imply that the original document was unsigned.
A few documents in the beatification collection were either undated or misdated. Further study of these documents and their context helped determine probable dates,
which are indicated in brackets. Since the documents in this
volume are arranged chronologically, they do not always appear in numerical sequence. A numerical list of documents
can be found at the end of the book.
Words in the texts of the letters that appear in brackets
were added in order to help identify persons or places mentioned in the letters. Italics are used to indicate underlined
text found in the documents of the beatification collection.
Mother Theresa’s use of the name, Poor School Sisters
(Arme Schulschwestern), as well as the word order, has been
retained in this translation.

x

Place names are those commonly used in Mother
Theresa’s time. If the same place is known by a different
name today, a footnote supplies this information.
Efforts have been made to identify the recipients of each
letter. Titles are used in the headings and salutations, but
the nineteenth-century practice of repeating titles throughout the text and closing of a letter has been dropped for the
most part in this translation. Formal closings have been
simplified and are usually given as “Respectfully yours.”
After the beatification collection was delivered to Rome in
1929, additional documents were found that can be attributed to Mother Theresa or that were commissioned by her.
Nine of these documents are included in this volume and
identified with a number followed by a letter, e.g., 4562 a.
A number of letters addressed to Mother Theresa are
cited in the footnotes. The letters of Mother M. Caroline
Friess to Mother Theresa, however, have not been found.
In this volume, documents that were not included in the
beatification collection are classified as (1) an autograph, (2)
a transcript, or (3) a typescript. An autograph is a manuscript in the author’s handwriting. A transcript is an early,
handwritten copy of an original document. A typescript is a
typewritten copy of a document.

xi

Introduction
“Divine Providence is the only endowment for the mission in Baltimore that is to become a motherhouse—just as
it was in Neunburg vorm Wald, Munich, and Milwaukee. I
can say with sincere gratitude to God that we have never
been disappointed in our hope and our trust.”1 In this volume of letters written in the 1860s and 1870s, Mother
Theresa speaks about the complexities of the mission in
North America and its relationship to the congregation in
Europe. Its flourishing development in the midst of great
difficulty could be attributed to God alone.
Although the congregation’s rule was approved in 1865,
that did not bring an end to questions regarding its application in North America, especially with regard to enclosure,
teaching boys, and the extent of Mother Caroline’s [Friess]
authority. By the time the First Vatican Council opened on
December 8, 1869, it appeared that the congregation on two
different continents was beginning to move in two different
directions. In this situation, Mother Theresa’s words that
speak of genuine concern for the glory of God and the wellbeing of the congregation and its members also helped bring
about the unity she greatly desired.
The 1870s were years of dramatic growth in North
America. More than 70 new missions were opened in the
United States and Canada and a second motherhouse was
established in Baltimore. At the same time, however, sisters
were being dismissed from the schools and convents in Prussia and Baden and, for a time, it seemed that the same
would happen in Bavaria. Mother Theresa assured the sisters in Europe that “Our sisters in America wrote to tell us
that if we are exiled, all will find work and a livelihood

1. Document 4932, pp. 104-105.
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there.”2 Although sisters did not emigrate, this invitation is
further evidence of the strong bond of unity that had grown
over a quarter of a century despite the great distance
between Europe and North America. Mother Theresa’s
words to Mother Caroline had taken root: “Endeavor to
nourish and care for this spirit of unity in the houses and in
the sisters entrusted to your care!”3

2. See Document 4760 in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of
Jesus Gerhardinger.
3. Document 5071, p. 118
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1860—1869
3614: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee
J!M!

Munich Motherhouse
December 10, 1863

Dear Sister Caroline!
After traveling almost uninterruptedly since June, God
brought me safely back to the motherhouse the day before
yesterday, the vigil of the feast of the Immaculate Conception [sic]. Now I can begin to answer the letters you sent.
First, I want to thank you for your kindness in observing
October 151 and even more for the Holy Communion that
you offered for me. Please continue to support me in your
prayers since the governance of God’s work becomes more
difficult each day. The spirit of revolution and rebellion,
which is manifest in the political world, is also making frequent appearances in convents and causing much trouble.
What moved me deeply was the assurance given by the
bishop of your diocese2 that every year on the feast of St.
Teresa, he would offer a Holy Mass for me. A thank you letter for His Excellency is enclosed and I ask that you would
please have it delivered.3 To save postage, there is no envelope for it and, dear Sister Caroline, I ask that you would
supply one.
It is indeed a great grace from God that you have such a
good devout bishop. May the sisters on their part strive to
do what is prescribed in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the chapter
1. Feast of St. Teresa of Avila, Mother Theresa’s name day
2. John Martin Henni (1805-81), Bishop of Milwaukee (1844-75),
Archbishop of Milwaukee (1875-81)
3. See Document 3622, pp. 10-11.
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from our holy rule with regard to the diocesan bishop4 and,
especially on Ember days when ordinations take place, pray
that God will send them devout priests. Priests after the
heart of God are a great blessing from heaven for a community. According to the details in your letters, the situation
in America certainly appears to be dismal. May God have
mercy on us!
Dear Sister Caroline, you are still suffering from the consequences of using opium that has weakened your nerves.5
Indeed, opium has a very harmful effect on the nervous system. Rest is the best antidote so that the startled nerves
will gradually gain strength.
Keeping out of drafts will be more difficult for you because they are simply unavoidable when traveling. God has
helped you so wonderfully until now, will continue to be with
you, and will strengthen your weak body so that it will be fit
to undertake the works and endeavors required for the
honor of God and the well-being of the order.
Since the war has cut off communication between the
two sides, we are very concerned that the sisters in the East
[sic] are still separated from the motherhouse, so to speak,
which is hard for the sisters.6 Nevertheless, we place our
trust in God whose loving care will continue to protect them.
4. “3. They shall support him by their prayers and those of their
pupils when they hear that he is making a visitation of his diocese. 4.
Every year on the anniversary of his consecration or on some day of the
same week, they shall offer Holy Communion for him and implore God to
bless ever more abundantly the bishop and his flock.” Translated from
Regel und Constitutionen des klösterlichen Institutes der armen
Schulschwestern de Notre Dame (Munich, 1860) 179-180.
5. After surviving the explosion of the steamer Pennsylvania on the
Mississippi River on June 13, 1858, Mother Caroline suffered from the
shock for many years. See Barbara Brumleve, SSND, ed., The Letters of
Mother Caroline Friess (Winona: St. Mary’s Press, 1991) 90-93 and 97103 for Mother Caroline’s accounts of the tragedy.
6. The United States Civil War (1861-65) was raging at the time this
letter was written. Approximately 280 sisters were at 37 missions in
Union States: Maryland, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania in
the East; Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin in what was then known
as the West; and Kentucky and Missouri, in what were then known as
border states. Approximately 20 sisters were at three missions in the
Confederate States of Louisiana and Virginia.
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We are praying for them. In the meantime, dear Sister Caroline, who knows what God has in mind? The great distance
between the South and the North makes immediate governance difficult. A superior is hardly able to keep up with the
vast country and to care for all America’s needs. Moreover, it
is hard for the candidates from the South to go to the North
where they are often unable to endure the colder climate.
All these reasons show that it would be good if a suitable
place could be found in the South where a second motherhouse could be established, just as we had to do at the Brede
Convent,7 in Breslau,8 and in Temesvár.9 If there is no suitable place for the establishment of a motherhouse, at least
a novitiate would be necessary and desirable!
The turmoil of war still afflicting America makes caution doubly necessary. Once again, I must draw your attention to what I wrote earlier “Be cautious and strict in
accepting candidates!”10 In the words of St. Francis de Sales,
“One dove is dearer to me than a hundred snakes.” It is better for us to have only a few houses with good, devout, and
useful sisters than to have many houses occupied by unfaithful members. If the order grows and increases interiorly and if its members are inspired and penetrated by the
true spirit of the order, it does not matter if you cannot accept any new houses. Do not let yourself be deceived or lured
away from the Lord, dear Caroline, but do what you know
is right before God! I know that it is hard to say no and to
refuse an application, but that is less painful than if the
houses are there and we are inadequate.
Who knows how many houses in America will fall?
Rome allows us to accept only girls. It will not tolerate boys
in our schools, in our orphanages, or even in our kindergartens unless there is a complete separation of the boys
from the girls. The orphanages must be divided from top to
bottom with one wing for the girls and the other for the boys.
7. The Brede Convent is located in Brakel in what is now North
Rhine-Westphalia, Germany.
8. Now Wrocŀaw in Poland
9. Now Timişoara in Romania
10. Earlier letters of Mother Theresa to Mother Caroline have not
been found.
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The latter are taught and supervised by male personnel so
that we are left only with household responsibilities for the
boys. Food must be carried to the boys’ wing. We have
laypersons who take care of their physical needs and are
paid an appropriate amount for their services. Since this is
impossible in many of your houses, they will eventually fall.
How many houses do you actually have that are connected with the church and school? Please list them for us!

St. Joseph Orphanage, Allegheny, Pennsylvania

If conditions in a house are like those in your description
of Allegheny,11 it is better for us to withdraw the sisters before they are dismissed. If the children are deliberately
roused against the sisters and refuse to obey, all character
formation is impeded. The sisters are no longer effective
there and it would be better to send them elsewhere where
they will be more appreciated. If the person in charge of the
boys in Allegheny is changed, however, then the whole situation will soon change.
We may not refuse admittance to orphans while accepting children who are able to pay (boarding pupils) so that
their fees can be used to pay off debts, as was the case in
11. From 1853 until 1938, sisters staffed St. Joseph Orphanage in
Allegheny (Troy Hill), located just north of Pittsburgh.
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Yorkville. When boarders are accepted into an orphanage,
the first condition is that they must be given the same level
of instruction, character formation, and care as the orphans.
Otherwise, both the institute and the hearts of individuals
will be shattered. The fee that these boarders pay does not
go to the orphanage administration, however, but to the convent. If the boys are not removed—as you have been assured—then we will have to withdraw the sisters.
The remark was also heard many times in Bavaria, “We
want teachers, educators! We do not need nuns.” Perhaps it
was not as strong or universal here as in America. However,
dear Sister Caroline, it is precisely this seclusion—that we
have always observed—which has saved and preserved us despite all the storms that have already risen up against us. If
we continue to live faithfully and in accordance with our holy
rule, God will not abandon us but will stand by us and protect
us. If the almighty and merciful God is for us, who can be
against us? Even the power of hell will be dashed to pieces.
As long as the tumult of war lasts in America, dear Sister Caroline, it is advisable that you admit no one to the profession of perpetual vows. Temporary vows are renewed
every seven years and, of course, every year after retreat.13
Wait with perpetual vows—at least until our holy rule has
been finally approved by Rome!
If there would only be an opportunity to send you our
holy rule!14 We have been waiting for such an opportunity
for a long time, but without success. We would also have
new breviaries, table prayers, the directory,15 death notices,
and so forth to send.
12

12. From 1859 until 1918, sisters staffed St. Joseph Orphanage in
Yorkville (now on 89th Street in New York City).
13. From 1848 until 1859, the first profession of vows was also perpetual profession. After the rule was approved for six years in 1859, the
first profession of vows was for seven years. After seven years, the sisters
either renewed these temporary vows or professed perpetual vows.
14. The rule, which Pope Pius IX approved for six years on June 5,
1859, was printed in Munich in 1860.
15. Beginning in 1853, the generalate in Munich published an annual directory listing the motherhouses, missions, and personnel at each
place. Statistical information and a report on the significant events in
the congregation during the previous year were also included.
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With gratitude to God, I saw from your letter that God’s
work is also under divine protection in America, which gives
me great consolation. To have two such devout and self-sacrificing priests as Fr. [Alexander] Hattenberger16 and Fr.
[Francis X.] Krautbauer,17 who give themselves so selflessly
to the work of God despite all opposition and mockery from
outside, is a great grace from God for which we cannot adequately express our gratitude. May God increase Fr. Hattenberger’s physical strength and keep both priests for a long
time! Our holy founders [George Michael] Wittmann18 and
[Francis Sebastian] Job19 are already pleading for them at the
throne of God.
According to your last report, the condition of Sister
Cölestina [Kasper] appears to involve more than physical

16. Fr. Alexander Hattenberger (1823-92) was engaged to teach
music, French, and English to the novices and candidates in Milwaukee
in 1855. As pastor in Fort Madison, Iowa, he requested sisters for his
parish school in 1860. According to records in the archives of the archdiocese of Dubuque, Fr. Hattenberger was the vicar-general for German
Catholics from 1863 until 1867 and returned to the Milwaukee Motherhouse in 1870-71.
17. Fr. Francis X. Krautbauer (1824-85) was the chaplain in the Milwaukee Motherhouse from 1859 until 1875 when he was appointed bishop
of Green Bay, Wisconsin.
18. George Michael Wittmann (1760-1833) was ordained in Regensburg in 1782. He was appointed subregent of the seminary in Regensburg in 1788 and regent in 1802. In 1804, he was appointed cathedral
pastor in Regensburg and became the school inspector in Stadtamhof,
where Caroline Gerhardinger was attending classes. He became her spiritual director and guide and introduced her to his vision of a religious congregation dedicated to the education of girls. In 1829, he was appointed
auxiliary bishop of Regensburg. In 1832, Bishop Wittmann was named
the bishop of Regensburg, but before his appointment was confirmed by
Rome, he died on March 8, 1833.
19. Francis Sebastian Job (1767-1834) was ordained in Regensburg
in 1791. He was a professor of philosophy and theology in Regensburg
until 1808, when he became court chaplain, first in Stuttgart and, beginning in 1816, in Vienna. In 1833, Fr. Job wrote Spirit of the Constitutions of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame and provided financial
support for Caroline Gerhardinger and the congregation she founded in
his hometown, Neunburg vorm Wald.
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illness because the mind is also affected. This certainly demands patience. Could a doctor give her treatments to help
the situation? Here again, please do whatever you can.
I am happy that Sister Edmunda [Tripps] was given a quieter place in Baltimore20 that is better suited to her abilities
and physical strength. She has already gone through so much.
I regret very much that Sister Xaveria [Blomeier]21 attracts so much attention to herself from the outside for, according to the words of Jesus, those who strive for earthly
praise have already received their reward.22 May God grant
her a ray of grace so that she may see the nothingness of her
striving and turn away from it!
Sister Michaela [Bendele] has lost almost all her teeth!
Please have them replaced; surely there are doctors in Milwaukee who can take care of this. May she regard her stay
in the motherhouse as a period of grace and make faithful
use of it! We must frequently resort to this means and call
to the motherhouse sisters who have become dissipated on
the missions and have taken paths that are not exactly direct so that they can recollect themselves again.
It can be certain that Sister Alexandra [Rückl] will not
change anymore, but such improprieties cannot be passed
over in silence. A reprimand is, after all, a plank on which
she can hold for safety lest she goes under completely!
Thanks be to God if Sisters Aloysia [Schmid], Zita
[Wittmann], Emmanuela [Schmid], and Theophila [Bauer]
remain at their posts and work faithfully and zealously in
their vocation for the glory of God! This kind of news does
a worried mother’s heart good.
Sharing personnel from our central motherhouse with
America is as great a concern for us as it is for you, dear Sister Caroline, but we have yet to find anyone who is capable
20. St. Anthony Orphanage in Baltimore
21. Sister M. Xaveria Blomeier was a novice when she arrived in Baltimore with the second missionary group in March 1848. She professed
her vows on August 15, 1849, and taught in various places in North America until she returned to Europe in 1867. In 1868, Sister Xaveria was sent
to England, where she remained until 1879 when she returned to
North America. Sister Xaveria died in New York on April 16, 1883.
22. See Matthew 6:2-6.
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of this mission. We are still preparing Sister Alipia
[Friess]23 for this purpose and we hope in God that she will
qualify. She is now in Neumarkt in order to practice teaching by giving classes in German and French. Perhaps one or
other sister who is suitable will emerge yet. Please pray! As
long as the war lasts, however, absolutely nothing can be
done in this regard.
Please gather the views concerning our religious institute
that are held by the bishops in the various dioceses where our
houses are, so that the information can be sent to us.
Please consider and write down points you think should
be discussed at a general chapter.
Regarding photographs, dear Sister Caroline, we tell
each young woman about to enter that if her parents or relatives wish to have her portrait, she should be photographed
in secular dress before entering the convent. She may not be
photographed after she has become a candidate, and still
less after profession. It is something we have never done or
allowed. You can say the same to the young women whom
you admit. Your reverend uncle24 will understand that this
may not be done.
When Countess [Hyacinth] von Hundt from Offenberg
recently paid us a visit, she inquired about her sister, Sister
Seraphine [von Pronath],25 but I was unable to give her any
information beyond what we know from the directory. May
I ask you, dear Sister Caroline, to write us some news about
her on a separate piece of paper so that we may present it
when needed26 Please make sure that Sister Seraphine herself writes a few lines. Apparently she did not answer the
23. Sister M. Alipia (Walburga) Friess (1840-1900), Mother Caroline’s youngest sister, made her first profession in 1862.
24. Msgr. John Michael Friess (1803-69) was the vicar-general of the
diocese of Eichstätt (1851-69) and Mother Caroline’s uncle.
25. Countess Hyacinth von Hundt was Sister M. Seraphine von
Pronath’s only sister. After their father’s death in 1839, their mother
lived with the Sisters of the Visitation in Pielenhofen near Regensburg.
26. A mission was opened at St. Mary’s in Richmond, Virginia, in
1859. Sister M. Seraphine was sent to Richmond in December 1860 and
remained there during the American Civil War (1861-65). After the war
ended, she was sent to open a mission at St. Mary’s in Fort Wayne,
Indiana.
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letter which told her that her mother, who was with the Sisters of the Visitation in Pielenhofen [Bavaria], had died.
Dear Sister Caroline, God’s blessing and grace for the
New Year 1864! May God accompany, strengthen, and console you in the many toils and hardships of this life! Let us
pray for each other! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
3615: To Sister M. Theophila Bauer
Milwaukee
J!M!

Munich Motherhouse
December 10, 1863

Dear Sister Theophila!
You have already received a response to the report on the
characteristics of the candidates for reception. Since July, I
was here for only a few days at a time between long journeys.
I could not write and therefore I entrusted the material you
sent to Sister Margaret of Cortona [Wiedemann].
You picture the motherhouse in Munich as you knew it
15 years ago. The general layout is still the same, and you
would find both Fr. [Matthias Siegert] and me very easily.
The classrooms, however, are now in a new wing that stands
where the secondhand shops used to be. The increase in the
number of classes with seven levels in seven separate rooms
required the new building.27
Your school examinations in Milwaukee turned out well.
Thanks be to God, who blesses the sisters’ efforts! Let us
honor God’s name!
Dear Sister Theophila, you are still holding the office of
candidates’ prefect.28 May God grant you the graces you
need because the thriving, the preservation, and the very
27. Construction of the new wing of the motherhouse in Munich was
completed in 1855. In 1856, it became obligatory for children in Bavaria
to attend school for seven years.
28. Sister M. Theophila Bauer was called to Milwaukee in 1855 to
serve as prefect of schools, mistress of candidates, and assistant to Mother
Caroline.
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existence of our whole religious institute depend on the proper
choice and good formation of those who aspire to religious life!
This responsibility requires much prayer and great prudence,
both of which are even more necessary so that, in the words of
our holy rule, “those who have entered may be trained to become useful laborers in the vineyard of the Lord.”29
These young women need someone with a sharp eye to
catch sight of all their bad habits and mistakes. They need
someone to guide and direct their physical and spiritual
needs with motherly love and a mild seriousness, someone
who knows how to gain authority and keep away rebelliousness. If the latter shows up repeatedly in the candidature, it is better for the candidate to move toward departure
rather than investiture, for if such unfortunate characteristics are already evident during the probationary years, how
will it be when they know that they are secure? As experience shows, many defects, which were carefully hidden before profession, appear later. Pray again and again that the
Holy Spirit will let you recognize and do what is right!
Speak and act openly, as right and conscience tell you to do.
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
3622: To Bishop John Martin Henni
Milwaukee
Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 7, 1864
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Our dear Sister Mary Caroline [Friess] wrote to me from
America and told me that you promised to offer Holy Mass
for me annually on the feast of St. Teresa. Please accept the
expression of my heartfelt gratitude for this undeserved
grace, as well as my humble request that this consolation
will continue after my death.
29. Translated from Regel und Constitutionen des klösterlichen
Institutes der armen Schulschwestern de Notre Dame (Munich, 1860) 45.
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May God help us so that the sisters of your diocese may
always be a consolation to your pastoral heart by being truly
zealous in their calling and by leading many children to God
by their holy example more than by their words! May God
abundantly reward you both now and in eternity for the love
you have shown the School Sisters through your episcopal
protection and support!
Requesting the gracious continuance of your trust and
benevolence in the future and pleading for your episcopal
blessing for all of our houses and sisters in your diocese, as
well as for myself, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3737: To Msgr. John Michael Friess
Eichstätt

Munich
October 21, 1864

J!M!
Very Reverend Vicar-General!
Allow me to express our sincere gratitude for the precious relics and to recommend the sisters destined for England to your prayer at the tomb of St. Walburga.30
Sister Alipia [Friess] was not assigned to England, but if,
after a few years, she grows stronger in every respect, God
willing, she may be sent to Sister Caroline [Friess] in America to be her support. For now, she has another mission to
fulfill in our own country. Sister Bernarda [Burger] from
Neumarkt is ill and Alipia must take her place as superior
until the former has fully regained her strength. We recom30. At the request of Cardinal Nicholas Wiseman (1802-65), Archbishop of Westminster (1850-65), Msgr. Friess obtained 24 flasks of
Walburga’s Oil for the sisters to take to London. St. Walburga was an
English Benedictine who lived in the eighth century and devoted her life
to the conversion of Germany. In the ninth century, her relics were transferred to Eichstätt where a mysterious liquid, known as Walburga’s Oil,
collects on them. Healings continue to be attributed to the saint’s intercession today.
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mend them, our house in Neumarkt, and all our missions in
the diocese of Eichstätt to your benevolence and pastoral care.
Thank you for graciously providing a successor to the
zealous Fr. Glossner in the person of Fr. Meyer. You know
our painful situation31 and this was certainly the best choice.
We also continue to wait in vain for news from America.
I heard recently from outside sources that the turmoil of war
has not yet impeded the work of our sisters.32 We recommend them daily to God’s protection and ask that you would
remember them in prayer.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3748: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
October 27, 1864

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!33
. . . There is little news from America, but we learned
that the turmoil of war did not hinder the work of our sisters
who continue to remain under God’s protecting hand. Communications were cut off between the North and the South.
The sisters are loved and respected so much that the parish31. At Neumarkt in the Upper Palatinate, Bavaria
32. St. Mary School was the only parish school in Richmond, Virginia, that was conducted throughout the American Civil War (1861-65).
According to the New Orleans Chronicle, the sisters and children were
prepared to evacuate the city in April 1862, but after the Union soldiers
took control of the city and surrounding area in early May, they were
allowed to stay. Since the sisters were considered foreigners, who were
neutral in the conflict, they were able to continue teaching. Both during
and after the war, the government provided the sisters with various
goods to help care for the orphans.
33. Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani (1799-1872) was appointed the order’s cardinal protector in 1859, a position he held until his
death.
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ioners would rather keep the sisters than the priests. Even
the orphans are still receiving provisions and alms from the
outside. May God continue to help! . . .34
4120: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpts)
J!M!

Munich
February 15, 1867

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
Please allow us to take refuge in your pastoral heart
with complete confidence, for we find ourselves in an embarrassing situation. Since the approbation of our holy
rule,35 we have refused to accept boys into our kindergartens
but now we are meeting difficulties of all kinds. We are even
in danger of losing several of our houses. Local authorities
in the towns and villages state that the poor people are not
satisfied to place only the girls in our charge because mothers cannot go to work unless they know their boys are cared
for as well. In this difficult situation, we find no other solution than to request Your Eminence to discuss this with the
Holy Father36 and let us know the result. We will recognize
the will of God and act precisely in accordance with the Holy
Father’s decision. We will then be at peace, even if several
of our houses are closed.
It is very painful for us to have to bring this up, but we
do not know what to do. At present six places are earnestly
entreating us to conduct kindergartens. If, in consideration
of our times that are so hostile to the Catholic Church and
religious institutes, the Holy Father would be pleased to
allow these kindergartens, we would put a layperson37 in
34. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 5 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
35. The Holy See approved the rule for six years on July 13, 1859,
and granted it final approbation on August 26, 1865.
36. Pope Pius IX
37. Since they were not bound by the rule, candidates often filled this
position.
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charge of the boys and assign the girls to a sister. The parents will be satisfied if they know that the sisters are at
least in charge of these institutes. Could you kindly let us
know the Holy Father’s decision soon. . . .
We have opened six new houses in America. The pastor
of St. Boniface Parish in Carondolet, Missouri, which is five
hours from St. Louis,38 built a house close to the church that
is very fitting for both school and convent. Since the Sisters
of St. Joseph have their motherhouse in the same city, our
sisters hesitated for a long time to accept the mission. Finally, the archbishop39 told the pastor to accept teaching sisters from our motherhouse in Milwaukee. St. Barbara is the
patron of the convent.
On May 8, 1866, the children of the parish in Brighton
[Wisconsin] were entrusted to two of our teaching sisters.
The parish church and school are located on a very fertile
but completely isolated plain. Many children have to walk
several hours in order to attend this school. What a consolation it is for the sisters to be able to care for these poor
lambs of the fold of Jesus Christ!
In Grand Rapids, a beautiful industrial city in the state
of Michigan, a house and garden were purchased so that sisters would come there. On August 1, the sisters took charge
of the school in the German parish40 which has a zealous
pastor in Fr. [Henry] Beerhorst. This mission gives great
promise and has been placed under the protection of St.
Walburga.
Galena in the state of Illinois (diocese of Chicago) has
lead mines, a flourishing trade, and a pleasant, healthy location because of its villas, gardens, and small farms. The
Catholic church is built on a small hill at one end of the city.
Fr. [William] Bally, the pastor, built the school in the middle of a garden behind the church. Sisters arrived there
38. Carondelet, a town approximately five miles (eight km) southwest of St. Louis, was incorporated into the city of St. Louis in 1870.
39. Peter Richard Kenrick (1806-96), Bishop of St. Louis (1843-47),
Archbishop of St. Louis (1847-95)
40. St. Mary Parish, Grand Rapids
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from Milwaukee on September 4. St. Frances de Chantal is
the patron of this mission.
Westphalia in Osage County, Missouri, is a town whose
inhabitants are from Westphalia and under the care of the
Jesuits. For a long time, Fr. [John Baptist] Goeldlin
pursued his plan of founding a mission and finally
succeeded on September 15, 1866, when he entrusted the
school to two teaching sisters. The sisters live in a log cabin
surrounded by grape vines, but the new building for the
convent and boarding school is nearly completed and will be
connected with the school and parish church.
At the Franciscan parish in Quincy [Illinois],41 two teaching sisters have taken over the school. . . .42

41. St. Francis Solanus Parish, Quincy
42. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 5 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.

16 Mission to North America, 1860—1879

4189: To Fr. Frederick Friess
Eichstätt
J!M!

Munich
October 12, 1867

Very Reverend Subregent!43
As I have already had the honor of telling the vicar-general,44 I can also assure you that dear Linchen is full of merriment and skips all over our institute as a child would, but
that she also studies diligently.45
When her parents visited her, they asked, “Well, little
Caroline, are you coming home with us now?”
The innocent child responded, “Oh, then I would have
made the trip for nothing.”
May God bless her, as well as Marie46 as she makes her
decision! Marie is maturing with such promise. Sister
43. Fr. Frederick Friess (1830-1917), the brother of Mother Caroline,
was ordained in 1852 and served in several parishes in the diocese of
Eichstätt. He also served as subregent and professor at the seminary in
Eichstätt (1865-72), as assistant to Fr. Matthias Siegert and Fr. Joseph
Schnabl in Munich (1872-75), and as Fr. Siegert’s successor (1880-1912).
44. Msgr. John Michael Friess
45. Caroline (Linchen) Friess (1860-1913) was the daughter of
Mother Caroline’s brother, George Andreas Friess. On October 19, 1867,
Msgr. John Michael Friess wrote to Mother Caroline, “Last year your
brother George’s little Linchen came here for a visit. The child did not
want to leave; we [Msgr. Friess and Adolphine, Mother Caroline’s sister]
kept her. She attended St. Walburga School [in Eichstätt] and took the
first prize. Adolphine brought her to Sister Alipia during vacation. Then
Rev. Mother [Theresa] came to Neumarkt and met the child. She was so
well pleased with her that she took her to Munich and now Linchen is a
boarder in the motherhouse. She is very good and industrious. The child
has extraordinary talents and is a favorite of Reverend Mother! How
wonderful is the good God! So Adolphine and I are again childless and the
motherhouse has another Caroline Friess!” See Barbara Brumleve,
SSND, ed., Mother Mary Caroline Friess, SSND: Correspondence Addressed to Her from Various Persons (School Sisters of Notre Dame: 1986)
49-55.
46. Marie Friess (1853-1914) was Mother Caroline’s cousin. According to her obituary, she was orphaned at age three and entrusted to
the care of Msgr. John Michael Friess and his niece Adolphine Friess.
After spending her vacations with Sister M. Alipia Friess in Neumarkt,
she went to the motherhouse in Munich to continue her education.
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Alipia [Friess] is taking full responsibility for her, but we
want to leave everything to God. Please be assured that we
will do whatever we can for both children. If you could contribute something toward Linchen’s education, we would
gratefully accept it.
On my last trip I was consoled to hear that the vicar-general is quite well.47 May God keep him even longer in the
diocese where he has had such a beneficial influence!
We notified the proper authorities about the change in
the date for the opening of Obereschenbach. A celebration
held in such a solemn manner will have a saving effect on
souls there. We ask for your prayer that God will bless the
work of the sisters at this new mission in the diocese of Eichstätt. In these times, a double portion of grace is always
needed.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
P.S. Our confessor [Matthias Siegert] just related a fragment of his conversation with Linchen while on a walk with
her. He asked her, “Well, Linchen, are you still here? I
thought you had gone home with your parents.”
Quite composed, she replied, “They would have liked
that, but I did not want to go.”
“Does the food at the institute taste good?”
“Indeed, better than at home.”
“Didn’t you cry when your father and mother left?”
“Yes, when I saw my father and mother crying, I cried,
too.”
Perhaps this will cheer up the vicar-general. Please give
him our regards.
Praised be Jesus Christ!

47. Msgr. John Michael Friess was recovering from a stroke suffered
in September 1867.
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4221: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich

December 26, 1867

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . We owe you an expression of our gratitude for your
latest kind letter that gave us directions again concerning
kindergartens and our American concerns.48
In regard to the kindergartens, we understood the instructions of the Sacred Congregation49 in the same way you
did, namely, that an older sister can be in charge, but that
a layperson should care for the boys. Nevertheless, this is precisely what is impossible to achieve in this country. It is very
difficult to find responsible personnel and, if now and then
someone is found, it involves great expense and difficulty.
The sisters in America also complain that they cannot obtain reliable help—thus their repeated petition to be allowed
to use our lay sisters50 for these services. In our own country,
we have conscientiously adhered to the precepts of the Sacred
Congregation and refused to accept such kindergartens because of a lack of necessary personnel, even when it meant
running the risk of losing the schools for girls. In several
places, prospective missions were lost to us because other religious orders were willing to accept the boys. If all this is in
God’s plan for us, we are at peace because we recognize and
48. See Document 4120, p. 13. A copy of Cardinal Clarelli’s response
has not been found.
49. The Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious was often referred to as the Sacred Congregation.
50. “Those who perform domestic services only or who have charge of
asylums for little children in the various establishments belonging to the
institute are called Lay Sisters. They take no fourth vow and have neither active nor passive vote at elections.” Quoted from “Object of the Institute,” Paragraph 8, Rule and Constitutions of the Religious Institute of the
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame, Approved and Confirmed by His
Holiness, Pope Pius IX. August 26, A. D. 1865 (Milwaukee: 1888) 12.
Prior to the temporary approval of the rule in 1859, these sisters were
known as house sisters (Hausschwestern). In the English translation of the
rule that was approved in 1924, the German word Laienschwestern
was translated as house sisters.
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adore God’s holy will in the repeated injunctions of the Sacred Congregation and steadfastly want to act in accordance
with them.
We have repeatedly given the same directives to our sisters in America—they may not accept any more classes with
boys and must hand over those already accepted to lay
teachers. We learned, however, that the American bishops
will address this question at their next synod and will come
to an agreement that the School Sisters must retain the
classes with boys. They say that if the sisters’ general superior will not grant this dispensation, they will turn to the
Holy Father with regard to this point, as well as to a dispensation from the enclosure, which cannot be kept under
the prevailing circumstances in America.
If the American bishops really do turn to Rome, we will
take refuge in Your Eminence once again, pleading for help
and protection so that this will not happen. We see clearly
that neither the one nor the other is for the glory of God, the
salvation of souls, or the good of the religious institute. On
the contrary, it is dangerous because the holy rule, which
has just been approved, would be essentially changed. In
time, this would bring about the inevitable dissolution of the
new church-related institute.
Your Eminence, please stand firm before the Sacred
Congregation, using all the strength and power that God has
placed into your hands51 so that our sisters in America will
remain faithful to the generalate in Europe and live and
work according to our holy rule by teaching and training
only girls and keeping the episcopal enclosure. America is
growing increasingly sophisticated. The bishops can always
use the available teaching brothers and lay teachers, as well
as the Sisters of St. Joseph, for the boys. We want to hold
fast to our rule and constitutions. . . .52
51. Cardinal Clarelli-Paracciani was appointed prefect of the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious on October 10, 1860.
52. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 5 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger. In his letter of January 23, 1868,
Cardinal Clarelli assured Mother Theresa that, for the good of the institute, he would always plead her cause before the Sacred Congregation.
See Copia Publica (Transcript, Generalate) 4512-16.
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4262: To Mother M. Caroline Friess Milwaukee
Motherhouse
Feast of the Finding of the Holy Cross
May 3, 1868
J!M!
Dear Venerable Sister Caroline!
Before me is a letter from Milwaukee dated October
1867 in which you assured me that Holy Mass and Communion were offered for me on the feast of St. Teresa and on
June 20,53 and that even the bishop offered the Holy Sacrifice for me.54 This assurance was a consolation for me because we are always very much in need of prayer. Please
thank all the sisters, as well as the bishop, for this remembrance in prayer and ask them to pray that God will grant
me a happy death.
We are not forgetting America in our prayers either and
we pray in particular for you during our hours of adoration
before the Blessed Sacrament when it is exposed.55 You are
not forgotten either, dear Sister Caroline, for we know well
that you are most in need of God’s grace and help. Be assured that we understand your difficult position and that
we recognize not only what you have already done for our
order but also how many troubles, sufferings, dangers, and
sacrifices you have undergone.
We never believed that you acted out of anything other
than genuine sincerity, but, dear Sister Caroline, you should
have listened to our heartfelt and well-meant warnings and
acted according to our directives. You would have saved yourself many sufferings now threatening to befall you. We do
not want to reproach you. We thank God instead for sending
53. October 15, the feast of St. Teresa of Avila, and June 20, 1867,
Mother Theresa’s seventieth birthday
54. Bishop Henni
55. Gregory Leonard von Scherr, OSB, (1804-77) Archbishop of Munich and Freising (1856-77), granted permission to have exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament in the adoration chapel of the motherhouse in Munich
for 15 hours each day, beginning on Christmas Day, 1864.
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a ray of grace into your heart and giving you a more proper
way of looking at things. Follow this light faithfully because
there is still time! Be convinced of the truth that all of our
works will come to naught if they are not directed by God’s
most holy will as set down by the Church in the holy rule.
Fr. [George] Ruland56 wrote to us about the points that
were unacceptable. A copy of our response is enclosed57 and
we ask that you hold to it, dear Sister Caroline. Then, everything will gradually be on the right track again and all will
be forgiven. You must also yield; otherwise your successor’s
position will be too difficult. God will hold us accountable for
future transgressions against holy rule.
As soon as the new edition of the holy rule comes off the
press,58 we will send you a copy for each house. Our greatest concern is to send you a few European sisters who can
help you, but not every sister can meet this need—and God
took away from us those whom we considered suitable. If
only you had sent us a few older sisters when we asked for
them! Then our intent would be fulfilled now. Formed in
the spirit of our constitutions, these sisters could have returned to America to continue working with one mind and
heart and help you carry the burden. It must still happen,
however, because Rome wants at least one American sister
in the generalate to represent the concerns of America.
America can only be given thorough help if the director
of novices, the director of candidates, and the school prefect
are initiated into their duties here and then continue working in the same spirit in America.
Please stop accepting new missions so that the order can
gather more interior strength! I know from experience how
it wrings one’s heart to be unable to satisfy the urgent petitions of religious and secular authorities and to have to refuse them. I also know that only your zeal for the honor of
56. Fr. George Ruland, C.Ss.R. (1817-85) was provincial of the American Redemptorists (1854-59) and rector at St. Joseph Church in
Rochester, New York (1865-74). His correspondence with Mother Theresa
has not been found.
57. Probably Document 5212, pp. 25-32.
58. The rule that was given final approbation by the Holy See on August 26, 1865, was printed in Munich in 1868.
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God and the salvation of the children’s immortal souls made
you act as you did. Holy rule calls this kind of zeal immature, however, and I must repeat: What good are all our
works if we do not work as God wills? Last week we were
asked to open six new houses with the stipulation that we
also instruct the little boys in first grade. We refused all six
houses because the Holy See does not allow us to teach boys.
Your acceptance of so many houses in such a short a
time will have sad consequences.59 Teachers will no longer
be properly prepared because they are needed immediately
and there is no more time. What are the effects of partially
trained teachers in the field of education? Due to the strain,
many sisters will wear themselves out and the vacancies
will need to be filled, but because the available personnel
have been sent to new missions, no one is available. This is
very difficult and, according to your letter, you are beginning to feel the consequences because so much serious illness is rampant.
The death of Sister Alexandra affected us deeply.60 We
did not expect that another of the older sisters would follow
our good Sister Magdalena [Steiner]61 so soon. Thank you
for the newspaper article about the deceased. We told our
sisters about these deaths so that the departed will receive
prayers, Holy Masses, Communions, and rosaries. We are
also sending you a list of our deceased sisters. May God be
merciful and spare us!
We honor your devout intention to transfer the bodies of
Sisters Magdalena and Alexandra, but good as it is, it is not
feasible. Moreover, it is a worldly practice and some people
would object if it were done by religious. Since such a transfer would also be very expensive, it would be taken amiss. If

59. By the time this letter was written in 1868, there were 65 missions in North America. One-half of these missions had been opened since
1863.
60. Sister M. Alexandra Rückl died at the age of 45 in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, on March 26, 1868.
61. Sister M. Magdalena Steiner died at the age of 57 in Baltimore
on November 5, 1867.
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the orphans in Elm Grove would say the rosary daily for all
the deceased sisters, these sisters will also be included.
When you go to Baltimore, you may visit the graves of the
deceased sisters once.
This year we missed the names of so many sisters who
were listed in the directory under America last year and have
not been reported as deceased. What happened to them?
Farming is by no means incompatible with enclosure. If
the sisters’ land is not separated from the neighboring fields
by a wall or a fence, the dividing line must be clearly indicated so that the sisters know how far they may go. They
should always be in sight of the convent. The sisters may
not wear the candidates’ dress when working in the fields.
As was already explained in our earlier directives and
as called for by holy rule, you must always send a complete
report on the physical, spiritual, educational, and religious
formation of each sister preparing for reception and profession. Otherwise, we cannot pronounce judgment on these
people. The directors of candidates and novices should always discuss these points with you when they write their
character descriptions.
We are very grateful for all your communications about
the older sisters,63 and every time we hear something new,
it does us good. However, you told us that Sister Seraphine
[von Pronath] still has those heavy nosebleeds and you had
to call her from Hokah [Minnesota] to the motherhouse. If
she is improving, could you not keep her there so that she
could give you immediate help?
You also had to recall Sister Ildephonsa64 from Baltimore
very quickly because she gave such great scandal by her
worldliness. We had heard about the splendid institute several times and we wrote to Sister Mary [Barbara Weinzierl]
about it, but apparently Sister Ildephonsa had already
gained the upper hand. God’s special grace will be needed
to save Sister Ildephonsa. If she is already gone, please
62

62. Guardian Angels Orphanage was opened in Elm Grove, Wisconsin, in 1859.
63. The first sisters who came from Bavaria in 1847-49
64. Sister M. Ildephonsa Wegman (1836-86) was director of the Institute of Notre Dame in Baltimore from 1863 until 1868.
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scale down the institute because God does not want it from
us. We do not like to accept institutes because we can
scarcely satisfy the demands of parents and children without acting against our own conscience. The Ursuline Sisters and the Visitation Sisters are there for such higher
institutes. We should limit ourselves to the elementary
school—or boarding schools for the middle class at the most.
You are concerned that Sister Xaveria [Blomeier] is lonesome for America.65 You are right because she has not been
able to find what she wants here either. If only you had
given us more information about her. God forbid that America has more sisters like her!
We have had a small room ready for the bishop66 for a long
time, but he has not come yet. The bishop of Quincy67 stopped
on his way from Rome. I do not think he left very satisfied because we had to tell him what is contained in the enclosed.68
The vicar-general69 also wrote with great sadness that he
has not heard from you for two years. He is well again now,
thanks be to God, and has promised to visit us in spring.
Linchen [Caroline] Friess70 is in our institute here; she is a
good but physically weak child. She made her first confession at Easter this year. Marie [Friess] is in Neumarkt and
will be coming here this fall. She wants to become a sister.
Sister Alipia [Friess] is still in Neumarkt. She is a soul
closely united to God and keeps the mission and its sisters together. Her health is wavering and she is now afflicted with
arthritis. We have released her from school and, besides directing the house, she teaches French classes.
You probably know that Eichstätt has a new bishop,
Leopold Baron von Leonrod,71 and that the Mary Ward Sis65. See Footnote 21, p. 7.
66. Bishop Henni
67. The diocese of Quincy in Illinois was established on July 29,
1853. On January 9, 1857, it was renamed the diocese of Alton, and
Henry Damien Juncker (1809-68) was appointed bishop of Alton, a position he held until his death on October 2, 1868.
68. See Document 5212, pp. 25-32.
69. Msgr. John Michael Friess
70. See Footnote 45, p. 16.
71. Leopold Baron von Leonrod (1827-1905), Bishop of Eichstätt
(1867-1905)
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ters have established a central institute in Eichstätt.
The accounts and the bill of exchange arrived safely and
we thank you for them. After the sisters in charge of such
matters check them more closely, any necessary remarks
will be made.
Once again, dear Sister Caroline, use your time well. We
do not know the mind of God who often lets the light of holy
religion set in one continent so that it can rise in another.
The future looks dismal in Europe.
The Holy See wants us to remain united, so please try to
reconcile the differences. What a consolation it would be for
me if, at our meeting at a general chapter which, with God’s
grace I still hope to see, some things would already be in
harmony! Work vigorously for this!
The Catholic faith is applicable for all continents. Why
should our holy rule not be equally applicable since it was
dictated by the Holy Spirit through the Church? Teaching
brothers should take care of the boys. Teacher-training
schools should be established to provide well-prepared
Catholic teachers.
Please try to send us a few sisters who want to become
genuine religious!
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
72

5212: [To Fr. George Ruland]73
J!M!

[1868]

1. When the Holy See gave its final approval to our holy
rule, only one exception with regard to leaving the enclosure
was allowed—if, because of the shortage of priests, professed
sisters cannot have Holy Mass in their own chapel on Sundays and holydays, they may go to the adjoining church.
72. Now known as the Congregation of Jesus
73. The copy of this document prepared for the beatification process
contained neither a date nor a heading, but is probably a copy of the enclosure referred to in Document 4262, p. 21.
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Therefore, professed sisters should not be sent to any mission
where the sisters’ convent cannot be connected to the church.74
In America, the land of freedom, this point might not
cause as many difficulties as with us because the priests in
America are free to build the convent and school on to the
church. Sisters with temporary profession must be sent to
those places where this cannot be done. The Holy See allows these sisters to leave the enclosure to attend divine
services in church and to go to school, but not to participate
in processions or funerals. This was also the will of our holy
founders. If the schoolchildren must appear on these occasions, it is certainly enough if one or more candidates accompany them, as is the case here.
We are in complete agreement with you that the sisters
will not suffer harm spiritually by leaving the enclosure to go
to church and school when necessary, but they certainly will
suffer harm within the convent itself if externs—whether
they are priests or laypeople—are indiscriminately allowed
free admittance, something that is forbidden by our holy rule.
The spirit of the order will be lost if the sisters go into
stores or if the lay sisters75 work with men in the fields and
so forth, as has already happened in America. The Holy See
does not give these kinds of dispensations. We have repeatedly received direct definite statements about this. If
we were to do this, we would no longer be allowed to profess
perpetual vows and would thereby cease to be women religious. This is not our desire.
The sisters may not move ahead so quickly. They may
not accept any more houses than they can manage—and
then only those houses where the sisters can live faithfully
according to their holy rule. You have to admit that only
then will our work be blessed. Many other religious associations in America can be of service to bishops and priests in
those places where we cannot go, places where local circumstances involve leaving the enclosure or teaching boys.
74. Sisters who professed perpetual vows were known as soeurs professes (professed sisters) and sisters who professed temporary vows were
known as soeurs religieuses.
75. See Footnote 50, p. 18.
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2. You indicate that classes with boys constitute the second weighty point. We made great efforts to present the
German and, even more, the American circumstances regarding the establishment of educational institutes so that
this point could be dealt with in Rome, but it was in vain.
The Holy See clearly stated that the sisters are to be occupied exclusively in the teaching and character formation of
girls. This was said not only when our holy rule was approved, but also by our cardinal protector76 in his recent
statement regarding the kindergartens where we accept
boys and girls from ages three to six, look after them, and instruct them through play in the most general elements of
religion and good behavior. He gave us the directive that
we must hold firmly to our approved rule.77
We may take little boys into our kindergartens if their
acceptance is absolutely unavoidable, and then only if they
are cared for by widows or by dependable mature women.
This also holds for our American houses.
In view of this repeated statement and order by the Sacred Congregation, we consider it the expressed will of God
that we School Sisters should not even admit small boys into
our kindergartens, to say nothing of older boys into our
parish schools. It is very difficult to find devout and learned
widows who are suitable. Most of the time, the sisters must
take charge of the boys anyway, especially when these
laypersons are ill.
Today’s experience speaks more than ever against mixed
schools where boys and girls are taught and trained together, and testifies that morality suffers great harm in
these schools, just as our holy Catholic religion suffers in
schools with mixed denominations. Furthermore, women
teachers are as little suited to giving growing boys the
manly direction they will need for their future lives, just as
male teachers are unable to teach feminine composure, good
behavior, reserve, and so forth, which are the natural characteristics of girls and young women.
Some of our houses in Prussia have so-called comprehensive schools with boys and girls together in the lower grades.
76. Cardinal Clarelli
77. A copy of this statement or directive has not been found.
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The sisters do not teach these classes but supervise the lay
teachers who do. The sisters ought to do the same in America. If accepting such schools cannot be avoided, then laywomen must be employed. No schools of this kind may be
accepted in the future. Nor may splendid institutes be accepted where education is pursued in such a worldly manner
that it is not in accordance with the spirit of our holy founders.
The same holds for our orphanages. If men cannot be obtained as teachers and attendants for the boys, then, in God’s
name, we must give them up. We will be satisfied with fewer
houses and personnel as long as they are well-staffed.
3. It is true that grilles in our institute parlors are inappropriate for the boarders, but that is not their purpose either. They are there for the sisters. You will also find them
practical because, with them, the sisters do not lose the
spirit of the order when they appear in the parlor as
guardian angels of the children in order to protect them.
4. It is certainly not in accordance with our constitutions
for lay sisters to receive the black veil at profession. This
has happened without our knowledge and without our consent and may never happen again. The general superior can
allow only one exception—when local circumstances demand
it, lay sisters may wear the black veil when leaving the enclosure to go to church. Nevertheless, they must change
again when they return to the convent. In this way, genuine needs are met.
5. In larger houses, the portress’s inner room is cared
for by a lay sister;78 on smaller missions the extern79 takes
care of this. Personnel for this kind of service may not be received too soon. For these kinds of external services, we try
78. “Hence every house of the institute must be well locked. The entrance shall be under the vigilance of an outer portress and in larger
houses, besides the outer portress, there shall be a special sister as inner
portress. Every night this portress must hand to the superior the keys of
all the entrances of the house.” Quoted from Chapter V, Paragraph 4, Rule
and Constitutions of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters of
Notre Dame, Approved and Confirmed by His Holiness, Pope Pius IX. August 26, A. D. 1865 (Milwaukee: 1888) 50.
79. Since a so-called extern was not a member of the congregation,
she was able to take care of necessary business that would have otherwise
required the sisters to leave the enclosure.
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to get girls from our orphanages who usually retain their affection for the sisters. They then remain secure from the
world in the most dangerous years of their young lives and,
if they do not have a religious vocation, they have an opportunity to prepare for a better job.
What profit is there in going to the convent, being received, and professing vows, if sisters are still seen in stores,
at the market, or out in the fields? All feeling of religious
spirit is lost very quickly, resulting in the departure of those
lay sisters who feel they have been deceived in their hopes.
Furthermore, they experience the contempt of not a few
priests, especially some religious priests, who, because of
this kind of life, make caricatures of our sisters and portray
us neither as a religious institute nor as a secular association. We have heard such reports.
6. With regard to rising at 4:00 a.m., this is a general
precept for sisters in good health. If the general superior
recognizes the reasons given as valid, she can grant a dispensation to sickly sisters or if there is a special need. This
applies to America [sic], where the sisters go to bed at 10:00
p.m. and therefore rise at 5:00 a.m.80
7. Our older sisters in America received their education
here and have a good understanding of the meaning of the
words prescribed examination. The profession of the fourth
vow, elections, and the right to vote depend on this.81
Our holy rule does not say that the examination of the
candidates must be conducted by the state school authorities,
but simply that the candidates must pass the prescribed examination. In Europe, or at least in Germany, we have no
other alternative than to follow the prescriptions of the secu80. England was probably meant here. See Document 4420, p. 48.
81. “Those among the Soeurs Religieuses and Soeurs Professes who
devote themselves to the education of children in the elementary
branches, in the languages, needlework, drawing, or music, bear the title
of Choir Sisters, and besides the three usual vows of religion, they take a
fourth—to devote themselves to the instruction and training of children.
Those Soeurs Professes who, with the approbation of the Superior General, have passed the prescribed teachers’ examination and who have
spent ten full years in the Congregation, including the seven years of the
first vows, have a right to the active and passive vote. The rest of the
professed Choir Sisters have only the active vote.” See Footnote 50, p. 18.
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lar authorities because the schools are also under Church authorities. In order to obtain the schools, even religious priests
must submit to them. On the other hand, it is an advantage
because the candidates apply themselves even more diligently
in all branches in order to pass the examination.
8. Our holy rule makes provisions for America. In one
respect, it is better that the candidates take the prescribed
examination in the presence of only the convent or motherhouse superiors. These superiors are strictly obliged to keep
to the given precept that they do not accept any aspirant
who does not possess the intellectual and physical characteristics described in the constitutions.
If, however, lay sisters are assigned to schools without
pedagogical training, without formal education, or without
having taken any prescribed examination, it will inevitably
follow that these lay sisters will rebel when there is an election or voting on serious matters. They will demand rights
that the holy rule does not grant them.
The holy rule expressly states that all sisters who teach
elementary subjects or foreign languages must have the approval of the general superior before they may have active
and passive vote. Piano, drawing, and needlework teachers
have only active vote; lay sisters have neither active nor passive vote. This is explained very clearly in our holy rule so
that there will be neither strife nor division about this as
long as the sisters remain faithful to our rule.
The general chapter elects the general superior. The
teaching sisters who have active and passive vote elect the
chapter members. According to what you told me, you have
read our holy rule and therefore we need not say more. We
only want to add our regret that several years ago when we
requested that a few older sisters would be sent here from
America, it was in vain because they were considered indispensable. One of them could now be a general assistant,
representing America in the generalate. That was our intent at the time. Rome also wants this. The other sisters
would continue to work in America in accordance with the
spirit of the constitutions.
Our holy rule also stipulates how long superiors and assistants remain in office. Although we see the necessity of
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this point, we could not always fully comply with it because
God afflicted us with so much illness and death. We have
openly presented this concern in Rome. The Holy See does
not demand the impossible. Ever since our holy rule was approved, we have had to observe this change only when God
sends us the required personnel. Therefore, God, who seems
to have specific intentions, must also help, because one superior after the other is called to the eternal homeland.
As soon as the new edition of our holy rule comes out in
print and the American bishops receive it (we did not withhold it from them, but the postage was too expensive for the
sisters), they will see that the rule is the same in America as
in Europe, even if the sisters want to keep it differently.
They will also see that all the changes and additions the sisters demanded are not only superfluous and inappropriate
for a rule, but are also absurd and not even Catholic, which
is how Rome described them.
These demands can be reduced to three essential points:
a. That all the sisters may leave the enclosure and not
only go to church and school, but also walk in processions, go
to funerals, into stores, and out to the fields;
b. That they may teach boys and have boarding schools
for both Catholics and Protestants where they conduct plays
and hold dance entertainments for outsiders;
c. That the motherhouse superior in America would become more independent and have even greater authority
than the general superior has. Would this not, however,
bring about dissolution and separation? With such rules
and dispensations, what would be achieved for the teaching
and character formation of girls and young women, the very
purpose for which we were called to America?
In order to have enough candidates to accompany the
children, the sisters only need to receive them later. This is
what we do here. The sisters should not take on so many
houses and must insist that the convent is connected to the
church. (If the sisters are really wanted, surely attempts
will be made to do this.) In order to have more sisters under
temporary profession who would be allowed to leave the en-
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closure, they only need to postpone the profession of perpetual vows. All of this would make it possible for the sisters
in America to keep the rule and constitutions as we do in
Europe. If the American sisters want to remain united with
us, they must keep the rule and constitutions, which every
sister who really has a religious vocation will be happy to
do. The others are of no use to us.
If the rules and constitutions had been communicated to
the sisters there instead of the unauthorized circulars that
were sent out, we would not have to complain about so much
disorder and trouble in America.
No sister who made perpetual vows only four, five, or six
years after first profession—without the knowledge and consent of the general superior—can be recognized as a professed sister, either by the Church or by the order. Not even
the general superior has the authority to shorten the period
of seven years. After the previous sad experiences in America, it would seem even more necessary to extend the time
instead in order to prevent greater scandal in God’s Church.
We are also in complete agreement with you that, if the
houses are to remain united, it is imperative for the subordinate superiors to be in continual communication with the
general superior. The constitutions also prescribe this. Unfortunately, we heard that the American sisters were actually prevented from doing this. The sisters were afraid they
would be despised because of their correspondence with the
general superior.
We have four motherhouses in Europe, and this has been
sufficient up to now.82 Two will be enough for the houses in
America, but a motherhouse always requires its own funds
and personnel in order to be canonically established.

82. When the rule was given final approbation on August 26, 1865,
there were motherhouses in Bavaria (the central motherhouse in Munich), Westphalia (the Brede Convent near Brakel), Silesia (in Breslau,
now Wrocław in Poland), and Hungary (in Temesvár, now Timişoara in
Romania).
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Motherhouse
February 3, 1869

J!M!

Dear Sister Caroline!
With this letter, we are sending you copies of two letters
that we received from Westphalia.83 You will see from their
83. On December 28, 1868, Fr. George Roder, SJ, (1822-87) provincial at Maria Laach near Niedermendig, wrote to Msgr. Eberhard J.
Nübel (1802-76), in Soest:
“As you already know, Fr. [William] Feldhaus is in Brazil. In addition to sending a thousand cordial greetings, he instructed me to ask your
advice about the possibility of obtaining School Sisters for Brazil.
“The sisters would have to agree to wear secular clothes, at least for
the beginning, and to go to confession in the church in public because the
Brazilian customs, which are not said to be particularly honorable in
other areas, strictly prohibit every unsupervised communication.
“The need there is very great. The children run wild or go to Protestant schools. In general, it seems as if all of South America will fall victim to unbelief or Protestantism if there is not a better intervention on the
part of Catholics.
“At first, it would involve only the German colonists in the Rio
Grande do Sul Province. Half of these colonists are Protestant and exercise the most detrimental influence on the neglected Catholics, especially
the young people.
“If the School Sisters settle there—Fr. Feldhaus spoke of three in
Brakel—they would have a vast field of labor because there is so much to
do and laborers are lacking.
“Travel costs would be covered and the sisters would be provided for,
but they would certainly have to be valiant women to decide to make such
a journey!
“Please let me know if there would be three or four who could bring
themselves to do this so that I can act further.” (Transcript, Munich)
14764 a
On January 24, 1869, Msgr. Nübel wrote to an unidentified canon
(possibly Fr. Frederick Bruns, pastor in Brakel):
“Since I did not have the honor of meeting the Venerable Mother Superior of the School Sisters at the Brede Convent, I take the liberty to
turn to you on behalf of another cause.
“The case is as follows: The well-known Jesuit, Fr. [William] Feldhaus, who went as a missionary to São Leopoldo in Brazil last year, sent
the message included in the enclosed letter from the Jesuit Provincial,
Fr. [George] Roder at Maria Laach.
“Now I ask if you would please deliver it to the Venerable Superior for
her kind attention and well-disposed consideration. . . .” (Transcript, Munich) 14764
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contents that Brazil is asking for School Sisters. We were
advised not to send sisters there because every one of them
would become a victim of the southern climate. Moreover,
we do not have any sisters to send.
Then we recalled that you, dear Sister Caroline, have native sisters from the southern part of America who are more
accustomed to the southern climate and customs. We ask
that you would write to Fr. Feldhaus84 and tell him whether
you can grant his request. We informed Msgr. Nübel and
Fr. Provincial Roder that we referred the request from
Brazil to you and that you will contact Fr. Feldhaus. Brazil
is a great empire85 and, according to the prospects held out
in this letter, if our sisters would find entrance and acceptance there, a great new field of labor would open up for us.
Consider now before God what can be done and then tell Fr.
Feldhaus and us!
Sister Xaveria Blomeier is the second reason for this letter. Perhaps she has written you that we sent her to London. Now she is insisting on going to America. If she comes
to you, do not accept her for any of your houses in America
unless she can show you an obedience with the seal of our
generalate. She will probably run to Sister Mary [Barbara
Weinzierl] in Baltimore first, so please inform Sister Mary
of this. If we ever thought it would be good to send Sister
Xaveria to America, we would contact you first, but now it is
not a good spirit that motivates her. This time you must
obey, dear Sister Caroline! Otherwise, you will regret it, but
it will be too late.
The New Year has already demanded a sacrifice of us.
Our good professed Sister M. Magdalena von Fischer died
on January 27 at 3:00 p.m.86 She was a childlike, worthy,
devoted soul who was very loyal to the order. All the sisters
feel genuine sorrow at her going home. Notify your sisters
of her death, too, so that they will pray for her, which she
84. Fr. William Feldhaus, SJ, (1821-86) a native of Germany, was
stationed at São Leopoldo in the Rio Grande do Sul Province of Brazil.
85. Brazil was an empire until 1889 when it became a republic.
86. Sister M. Magdalena von Fischer died in Innsbruck, Austria, at
age 39.
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will surely repay by being an intercessor before God. She
had breast cancer.
God gave us St. Francis de Sales as patron for 1869.87
May all the sisters imitate his meekness and love!
Let us pray for one another and let us hear from you
again soon!
Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
4314: To Msgr. Eberhard J. Nübel
Soest

February 8, 1869

Very Reverend Provost!
Through your kind mediation, the letter from Father
Provincial [George] Roder arrived here. Therefore, we take
the liberty to enclose our reply88 and ask that you would
kindly read what it says and then forward it to him.
We use this opportunity to recommend ourselves to your
benevolence and your worthy memento in prayer.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4315: To Fr. George Roder
Maria Laach near Niedermendig

Munich
February 8, 1869

J!M!
Very Reverend Father Provincial!
Your gracious letter of December 28, 1868, was forwarded from our motherhouse at the Brede Convent in
Westphalia to our generalate in Munich. In reply, I want to
say that we forwarded this request to our sisters in the Milwaukee Motherhouse in America.
87. After Communion on January 1, the general superior drew the
name of a saint who was designated as the patron for that year and whose
biography was read every month.
88. See Document 4315, p. 35.
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Since there are sisters in America who are natives of
South America [sic],89 they are accustomed from childhood to
a warm climate. Therefore, it will be much easier for them
to travel and take charge of the new mission offered us. If
God grants grace and success with this mission, a wide field
of labor will open up for us.
We now ask that you would kindly communicate the content of our letter to Fr. [William] Feldhaus and tell him that
our Sister Caroline [Friess], superior of the motherhouse in
Milwaukee, will respond to his request.
Recommending the proposed work as well as our entire
religious institute on both sides of the ocean to your worthy
prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4329: To Bishop John Martin Henni
Milwaukee
J!M!

[After March 19, 1869]

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
A letter from Milwaukee told us that you celebrated your
silver jubilee on March 19.90 Although late, we cannot refrain from extending our belated congratulations and best
wishes on this solemn occasion. We also want to assure you
that we will present all your cherished, devout wishes, petitions, and intentions in fervent, daily prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament, and we trust that, through this infinite
treasure of the precious merits of eternal love, our prayers
will be heard.
For years, you have offered the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass for me on the feast of St. Teresa. Deeply moved by

89. Although Mother Theresa wrote South America, she probably
meant the southern part of the United States.
90. Bishop Henni was ordained a bishop on March 19, 1844, and celebrated the 25th anniversary of this ordination on March 19, 1869.
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such undeserved loving kindness, I wish to express my
heartfelt gratitude and ask that in the same spirit you would
graciously grant all of our sisters in your diocese the pastoral care that you have been giving them for so many years.
Jesus, the Good Shepherd and Divine Master, will give you
the reward that we cannot give.
Please do not take it amiss if I venture to add another request. When you travel to Rome for the [Vatican] Council,91
would you kindly accept our hospitality on your return trip
to America?
Requesting your continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters

4332: To Bishop Francis Leopold von Leonrod
Eichstätt (Excerpt)

Munich
April 13, 1869

J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
. . . We are greatly indebted to Msgr. [John Michael]
Friess, your vicar-general of blessed memory,92 and express
our deep sympathy on your painful loss. May God grant you
an equally powerful support in his successor! . . . 93

91. The First Vatican Council opened in Rome on December 8, 1869.
92. Msgr. John Michael Friess died at the age of 65 in Eichstätt on
February 12, 1869.
93. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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4335: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
April 20, 1869

J!M!

Dear Sister Caroline!
Although we had to wait a long time for your last letter,
it brought consolation and reassurance because you understand that we truly meant well and that our intent was only
the good of the order and of each individual sister.94 If it is
painful to hear what we sometimes have to say, let us remember that the doctor often causes wounds—but only to
heal.
We are happy that you have begun to reorganize your
houses according to the precepts of our holy rule. We are not
demanding that you make the changes immediately, but only
that order be restored gradually and that you introduce the
changes to those in charge so that they can take the necessary measures regarding boys in our schools and orphanages. If Rome would ever make a different statement on this
point, we would be satisfied, but this has not been the case
up to now. It is not consistent with the vocation of one who
has consecrated herself to God through the vow of chastity
to have anything to do with boys, and we should resist having to do this.
You gave up Perkinsville [New York]95 because you were
required to take on the choir and keep the boys. We are in
agreement with this, for we know very well what an unbearable burden a choir is.
In its place, God is opening an Indian mission for you.96
We are greatly interested in this request.
We were deeply moved at the way Divine Providence so
obviously intervened with regard to Sister Capistrana
94. See Document 4262, pp. 20-25.
95. Sisters were sent to Perkinsville near Rochester, New York, in
1856.
96. In 1868, Joseph Melcher (1806-73), Bishop of Green Bay (186873), requested sisters for St. Michael Indian Mission in Keshena, Wisconsin.
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[Reed]. May God give her abundant blessing in her new and
difficult post!97
We have received no further news about Brazil, but do
not expect any either because in our reply we told the good
priest that he would receive word from Milwaukee. If you
have not given your answer yet, please write to him now.98
Of course, he must have patience until you have personnel
with the required preparation.
When the bishops from America travel to Rome for the
[Vatican] Council, we would consider it a great grace if they
would also visit our motherhouse here. In the enclosed letter, we invited Bishop [John Martin] Henni to come to Munich, thanked him for the Holy Mass on October 15—thank
you, too, for your prayer and offering—and sent belated congratulations on his silver jubilee.99 Would you kindly forward the letter to him.
The death of King Louis100 was a great loss for all of us. If
only he were still alive as our ruling prince! Then it would not
be so sad in our Bavarian homeland. We owe him our prayers.
We will send you the rule books, directories, and other
things through a forwarding agent, but we ask for an immediate reply when they arrive because we are concerned.
Pray now that the package reaches you safely!
We are very grateful for the remarks concerning Sister
Xaveria [Blomeier]. Perhaps they will prove useful to us. She
is making a lot of trouble for us with her unbending arrogance. After her arrival from America, she did nothing but
scold and grumble about everything and everyone. When she
found no support, the tables were turned. She praised America but was full of anger and discontent with regard to us.
You may simply tell the sisters that they should not accept
Sister Xaveria if she does not present an obedience with our
97. Sister M. Capistrana was appointed superior in Springfield, Illinois.
98. See Documents 4313-15, pp. 33-36. No further correspondence
regarding a mission to Brazil has been found.
99. See Document 4329, pp. 36-37.
100. Louis I (1786-1868), King of Bavaria (1825-48), died in Nice,
France, on February 29, 1868.
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signature and seal. Any other is invalid. May God enlighten
her so that she will recognize where her salvation lies!
I am happy and grateful to God that Sister Seraphine
[von Pronath] is satisfied with her new position and that she
is a support to you.101 On the other hand, I am concerned
about Sister Emmanuela [Schmid] if it turns out to be a lung
disease.102 We hope that God, who knows our need and has
command over so many means, will also help her.
The stray lamb, Ildephonsa [Wegman], has turned back
to the right path again. Thank God!
Sister Jacobina [Diener] should be consoled with the
thought that where the need is greatest, God’s help is always nearest.103 Bishop [George Michael] Wittmann used to
say that orphans are the apple of God’s eye. God never
forsakes them and will always send help and bread.
So you had to transfer Sister Edmunda [Tripps] again!104
My God! She is to be pitied and therefore requires patience.
She has had such a hard time.
Could you not spare a mature sister for London, one who
has experience, is a good religious—perhaps one sent from
Bavaria? Of course, it must be taken into consideration that
she would have to withstand Sister Xaveria who is there.
We could accept new missions in England now, but we do
not have the personnel. In London, a small convent was
built in Whitechapel that could be occupied by autumn. We
ask that you communicate with us about this point. Do not
write to London!
In our last letter, we asked Fr. [George] Ruland if he would
take up the task of translating the holy rule into English be-

101. Sister M. Seraphine von Pronath was Mother Caroline’s secretary.
102. Sister M. Emmanuela Schmid was the director of novices in Milwaukee for more than 25 years.
103. Sister M. Jacobina Diener was superior at St. Joseph’s Orphanage in New Orleans.
104. Sister M. Edmunda Tripps was appointed superior of a new mission in Mud Creek, Illinois, in 1869.
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cause we trust him, but he still has not responded. We are
enclosing a copy of the rule with our package. The English translation could be written on the blank sheet that is
bound with each printed page. Would you please take care
of this and then send it back to me?
We are in agreement with your suggestion regarding the
money and we will be happy to receive it.
We are enclosing a list of our deceased sisters for your
use until we can send their obituaries.
Jesus be with all of us and bless us! Praised be Jesus
Christ!
M. Th. of J.
105

4399: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee
Our Central Motherhouse in Munich
December 22, 1869
J!M!
Dear Sister Caroline!
We would have been happy to write long ago if we had
known where a letter would find you. Your last letter told
us that you were going to travel, and we hope that by now
you have returned to Milwaukee.
The two checks arrived, but we are sorry that you had to
pay so much on the exchange.
Your letter of October 17 told us that you made a transfer in Baltimore.106 I will not object to it, but much could be
said against it, dear Sister Caroline. Although the reasons
that you pointed out as the determining factor do exist (may
God grant it was not another reason that made you decide
this), in such a major transaction, prudence, to say nothing
105. A copy of this letter to Fr. Ruland was not included in the beatification collection and has not been found.
106. In October 1869, Mother Caroline assigned Sister Mary (Barbara) Weinzierl to St. Joseph Convent in St. Louis. Sister M. Bonaventure Wagner, who was at St. Joseph in St. Louis, was sent to take Sister
Mary’s place as superior in Baltimore. According to the Baltimore Chronicle, Sister Mary left Baltimore on November 9 and Sister M. Bonaventure
arrived on November 18, 1869.
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of childlike love, devotion, or a precept of holy rule, demands
that you would have communicated with us first. Read Holy
Rule, Part IV, Chapter I, Paragraph 2 d.107 If you would have
indicated exactly when this transfer was to take place,
we could have stated our opinion in sufficient time.
Sister Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] is one of our oldest sisters and she went to America with the first group. The first
permanent house that we founded in America was in Baltimore and we lived there as in a motherhouse.108 Sister Mary
sacrificed her vitality for that house and kept the institute in
a flourishing condition. Due to a lack of energy in her old
age,109 her ability to hold the sisters and the institute together
is failing now, as you say, and you discovered defects and
faults that are evident in any house. Nevertheless, Sister
Mary surely has enough humility to be content with a subordinate position and quietly finish her days in the place where
she had lived and worked. In all probability, she still would
have had enough strength and love to stand at the side of the
new young superior, to give counsel and help, and to give her
support based on experience. At the same time, I also believe
Sister Bonaventure [Wagner] has enough virtue to accept the
advice of a former superior with gratitude. The transfer has
already taken place, however, and so I must leave the
arrangement as it is until I can discuss it further.
Sister Mary must return to Baltimore because she
should be given a grave next to Sister Magdalena
[Steiner],110 whose last days were made more bearable by
Sister Mary’s loving kindness. Did you ever mention to Sister Mary the faults you described? If she did not improve,
why did you not write to us so that we could have exerted
our influence on her? She still would have had assistants at
107. “In agreement with her Assistants, she [the Superior General]
sanctions or annuls, as she deems proper, the choice of Sisters Superior,
as made by the respective Motherhouse Superiors.” Quoted from Rule and
Constitutions of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters of Notre
Dame, Approved and Confirmed by His Holiness, Pope Pius IX. August
26, A. D. 1865. (Milwaukee: 1888) 103.
108. At St. James in Baltimore
109. Sister Mary was 58 at the time. Mother Theresa was 72.
110. Sister M. Magdalena Steiner died in Baltimore on November 5,
1867.
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her side.
Dear Sister Caroline, before you begin an addition to the
building in Baltimore, please give it serious consideration.
It is very possible that the future will demand something altogether different. It is very expensive to build. Since the
music room and boarders’ recreation area could remain at
the present site for many years, it seems strange that all of
a sudden it must be changed. We heard several times that
what is built this year must be torn down again next year
and rebuilt another way. This is hardly consistent with the
vow of holy poverty.
Thank you for the Directory for 1870 that we received.
According to the directory, the Indian Mission has not yet
come to life,111 but you have prospects for a mission in
Canada. May the holy guardian angels prepare the hearts
of the young people from St. Agatha for the sisters!112 Will
you again have boys there?
The publishing of textbooks might be a good source of income, but you would need a good man who is an experienced
teacher to help you. Otherwise, you might expose yourself
to much blame because works written by women usually do
not enjoy great esteem.
Bishop [Michael] Heiss113 stayed with us for more than
eight days. Since we were not able to give him money beyond his traveling expenses, we fitted him out with two
copes that he would need in Rome. I wonder what you, dear
Sister Caroline, gave him.
Greetings to Sister Seraphine [von Pronath]! We recognized her handwriting. In the directory, we looked for her
in Hokah [Minnesota]114 but found her listed as your assis111. No sisters were sent to open the Indian Mission in Keshena,
Wisconsin.
112. In 1871, sisters were sent to staff an orphanage at St. Agatha
in Ontario, Canada.
113. Michael Heiss (1818-90), Bishop of La Crosse, Wisconsin (186880), Archbishop of Milwaukee (1880-90), stopped in Munich on his way to
the First Vatican Council in Rome.
114. Sister M. Seraphine von Pronath opened a mission in Hokah,
Minnesota, in 1867.
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tant in Milwaukee. Having made several journeys with you,
she will have gathered a considerable amount of experience
by now.
We must also draw your attention to a young woman
named Theresa Barthel. She was a candidate with our sisters in Breslau but was dismissed because of lying and stealing. Her family emigrated to America and the sisters are
afraid she will apply for acceptance with you. They want to
warn you because she knows well how to deceive laypeople
and priests. Do not accept her because eventually such
character traits manifest themselves again.
In closing, we wish you and all the sisters of Milwaukee
a very grace-filled Christmas and a blessed New Year! Let
us hear from you again soon!
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
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4407: To Archbishop Martin John Spalding
Rome

Munich

January 6, 1870
J!M!
Your Excellency! Most Reverend Bishop!1
Having received your gracious letter, I wish to reply by
return mail that some of your expressed wishes are already
fulfilled and others initiated.2
In her letter, Sister Caroline [Friess], superior of our
motherhouse in Milwaukee, simply told me that she found
it very necessary to transfer Mother Mary3 from Baltimore.
Since she was on visitation and did not mention where we
could reach her, we were unable to contact her by letter.
Therefore, Mother Mary’s transfer took place without our
knowledge and against our will.
Our views are in accord with yours. In the middle of December, we wrote to the sorrowing sisters in Baltimore who
had told us about their grief and that of the boarders. We
consoled them with the promise that Mother Mary would return to Baltimore. In Milwaukee, Sister Caroline also received instructions to this effect.4
Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude and
joy over your sincere interest in this matter.
72)

1. Martin John Spalding (1810-72), Archbishop of Baltimore (18642. On December 31, 1869, Archbishop Spalding wrote to Mother

Theresa from Rome where he was attending the First Vatican Council:
“Your sisters in Baltimore sent me a letter to express their heartfelt sorrow at the loss of dear Mother Mary, who received the obedience to go
elsewhere. I ask you, Mother Superior, to kindly take into account their
great affliction, and to console them as soon as possible by assuring them
that, after a year, or within the briefest time possible to be determined by
you, they will be able to see their dear Mother Mary in their midst again.”
(Autograph, Munich)
3. Sister Mary (Barbara) Weinzierl was known as Mother Mary.
4. See Document 4399, pp. 41-42.
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Unworthy as we feel, we venture to request that on your
return trip from Rome, you would honor our motherhouse
here with a visit.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4420: To Bishop Ignatius von Senestréy
Regensburg
J!M!

Munich
February 28, 1870

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!5
Your gracious handwritten letter filled us with consolation and joy.6 We began to write a letter about the American
affair but did not dare send it for fear of bothering you in the
midst of the many important concerns of the [Vatican] Council. Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude for this
new proof of genuine pastoral good will, as well as the assurance that we will not let one day pass without pleading with
the highest Bishop and Shepherd of Souls for your well-being.
5. Ignatius von Senestréy (1818-1906), Bishop of Regensburg (18581906)
6. On February 8, 1870, Bishop Senestréy wrote from Rome to
Mother Theresa and stated that the American petition had not been submitted through official channels and that Cardinal Clarelli would let him
know when the petition would be addressed. At that time, the council
was far from handling business concerning religious orders.
Bishop Senestréy stated that Mother Caroline had submitted the petition “in the name of the American School Sisters to Cardinal Reisach
as ‘Cardinal Protector.’” (Cardinal Reisach died in Contamine-sur-Arve,
France, on December 22, 1869.) Bishop Senestréy then listed specific
points of the petition, which Mother Theresa addressed in Document
4420. Bishop Senestréy continued, “M. Caroline made the remark to
Bishop Heiss in particular that ‘it is the universal genuine will of all the
sisters in America to maintain the bond of unity with the generalate in
Munich.’”
Bishop Senestréy felt that it was Mother Theresa’s prerogative as
general superior to submit any requests for necessary dispensations. He
stated that since Cardinal Clarelli knew Mother Theresa’s thinking on
the matter, she could look forward to the final outcome with great peace.
(Autograph, Munich) 14765
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1. We venture to enclose the petition of M. Caroline
[Friess] (No. 1),7 together with the comments we sent to our
cardinal protector8 and to Dr. [John] Montel9 for translation
into Italian. Our point of view will be evident from what we
wrote.
I really cannot comprehend why M. Caroline made this
second petition after we told her that when the rule was
given final approbation, her first petition of this nature was
ignored. At that time, Fr. Capelli10 remarked, “These points
fundamentally change the entire rule.”
2. That Sister Caroline addressed her petition to Cardinal [Carl August] Reisach may stem from the fact that she
knew him personally. His Eminence was her confessor
when he was the bishop of Eichstätt and she came to us on
his recommendation. The fact that she addressed him as
Cardinal Protector disturbed us even more, however, because she knows that the Holy See gave us Cardinal Clarelli
as our cardinal protector. It could have been a misunderstanding, since Cardinal Reisach was generally considered
the protector of German affairs.
3. We also wrote to M. Caroline that we are not insisting that they immediately give up their classes with boys.11
We only require that she make a gradual beginning, especially in the cities where the boys and girls could more easily be placed in separate classes. There are already many
male orders, and more are being founded as, for example,
orders of teaching brothers who certainly do not take girls,
just as we do not take the boys. We could then accept that
many more schools for girls.
4. Grilles are necessary in the parlor, not so much because of the enclosure but because of the prevailing condi7. The enclosures cited were not included in the copy of this document that was prepared for the beatification process and have not been
found.
8. See Document 1817, pp. 57-59, addressed to Cardinal Clarelli.
9. Dr. John Montel served as the order’s advocate in Rome before the
final approbation of the rule in 1865.
10. Fr. Capelli, a Barnabite priest, was the consulter in Rome who
worked on the rule in 1852-53, on the papal instructions issued on January 31, 1854, and on the revised rule in 1858-59 and in 1865.
11. See Document 4335, p. 38.
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tions of the times and of what we have learned from experience, especially in orphanages and homes for neglected children. How often our sisters in Vienna have thanked the
good God for this protective measure when rough parents
came and wildly demanded the return of their children
whom benefactors had entrusted to the institute in order to
save them from ruin. If there is a grille in the parlor, at
least the window can be closed until such people have exhausted their fury and are then able to listen to a sensible
point of view.
5. We made the remark that our lay sisters wear the
black veil when leaving the enclosure to go to church, but
only to church. (The lay sisters are not in school.) They do
not receive the black veil at profession either.
Dispensations from the prescribed hour of rising can be
made according to local and personal needs as, for example,
in England where the sisters have evening classes, go to bed
around 10:00 p.m., and therefore rise at 5:00 a.m. Many sisters, especially those in orphanages and boarding schools,
affirm that if they would stay in bed longer, they could not
manage their work. Experience has taught us that a later
hour would not be observed either. After rising at 6:00 or
6:30 a.m., sisters would receive Holy Communion without
morning prayer, without meditation, without preparation.
Up to now, we adhered to the opinion of physicians that
seven hours of sleep suffice, even for those sisters who perform heavy work. Several bishops in America have advised
going to bed earlier in the evening in order to be able to rise
at the proper time in the morning, lest the door be opened to
sensuality.
6. In regard to the title provincial superior, we have adhered to the instructions for writing the fourth part of our
holy rule that the Holy See gave us on January 31, 1854.12
12. The fourth part of the rule approved in 1865 was entitled, “Government and Direction of the Institute.” On January 31, 1854, Cardinal
Gabriel della Genga Sermattei (1801-61), Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious (1852-56), issued a set of instructions for
the drawing up of the rule of the congregation, which had been recognized
by the Holy See through a decree of January 23, 1854. For the text of
these instructions, see Copia Publica (Transcript, Generalate) 4102-07.
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The Holy See expressly stated, “Please note that a vicariate
across the ocean would harm the unity of the institute and
bring about the danger of eventual separation.”13 If M. Caroline assures us repeatedly that the sisters in America want
to hold fast to the bond of unity with the generalate in Munich, why does she demand more rights and titles than the
Holy See designates?
Cases have already come up that required more authority than the present general superior has. Sisters were admitted to perpetual vows only four years after their first
profession of temporary vows, while others were dismissed
without any report here.
In the character description of the candidates for perpetual profession, M. Caroline only wrote, “N.N., for school,
five years on mission, was cook, extern, shopper; N.N., English teacher of higher grades and subjects, made efforts to
learn German.”
Purchases valued at $25,000 were made without notifying us. Buildings were put up and torn down again in two
years. Artificial fountains were laid out in the garden and
the sisters had to carry water to fill them and then empty
them out again, just to mention a few things that happened.
Since we have begun to speak so openly about our American conditions, and since you show such a sincere interest
and can see from what we have written that this situation
cannot continue, we ask that you would allow us to present
our plans for the future.
M. Caroline has asked repeatedly that we consider sending a sister from Europe to take her place. She feels that
her entire nervous system is shattered because she is suffering from overwork, and especially from the strain result13. The outline of the rule, which Mother Theresa presented to the
Holy See in 1852, contained a chapter on the general vicariate. According to this chapter, the general vicar was at the head of the branch of the
order located outside of Europe, was chosen by the general superior, and
acted as her representative. The general vicar was granted “almost the
same rights as the general superior,” but was expected to send her detailed annual reports regarding personnel, houses, finances, building projects, significant events, and so forth. The general vicar was to have two
assistants and would be an ex officio voting member at the general chapter. (Typescript, Munich) 16409 a
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ing from the steamer explosion when she was on the Mississippi River.14 Visitations have also become too difficult
because of the vast expanse of territory already opened up to
the order in America.
We are considering doing what we proposed for years
and about which we wrote to Sister Caroline several times,
that is, we would like to establish a second motherhouse at
our mission in Baltimore. This mission was declared a
motherhouse when we went to America and a novitiate was
founded there before we left America. If the cardinal protector approves, the house in Baltimore could be restored to
its original purpose. In accordance with Archbishop [Martin John] Spalding’s expressed wish, we would send Mary
Barbara Weinzierl as superior of this second motherhouse.
(She was one of the first sisters who went to America with
me, but was removed from her post in Baltimore without our
knowledge and against our will.) A copy of this letter is respectfully enclosed (No. 2).15
According to the geographic locations shown on the enclosed map of America (No. 3), Baltimore and Milwaukee are
separated by Lake Erie, the Ohio River, and the Mississippi
River [sic]. The motherhouse in Baltimore would have 28
houses in seven states and ten dioceses, while Milwaukee
would keep 47 houses in six states and nine dioceses (No. 4). If
a third motherhouse would later appear necessary, one could
be established in the diocese of Alton in the state of Illinois.16
To give you a better overview, we are enclosing a compilation of the mission houses assigned to each motherhouse
(No. 5), as well as a literal copy of a letter from one of our sisters born in America. Among other things, this letter gives
good information concerning the beliefs of the sisters.
Could you graciously obtain from our cardinal protector a
“Yes” or a “No” to our petition as soon as possible so that we
can take the required steps to arrange this matter properly?
It might also be beneficial if, in addition to the four general assistants given to the general superior, two more could
14. See Footnote 5, p. 2.
15. See Document 4407, pp. 45-46.
16. The name of the diocese of Alton was changed to the diocese of
Springfield in Illinois on October 26, 1923.
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be elected. Then, one of these assistants could be sent from
the generalate to America as superior and visitator until the
[Vatican] Council is concluded, a general chapter can be
held, and an election can take place. We are certain that the
young sisters in America followed M. Caroline’s directives
with such implicit faith and obedience because they believed these directives came from the generalate in Munich.
M. Caroline could be called here to represent the affairs of
America at the generalate.
We now commend this matter to the dear Lord in prayer
so that the most holy will of God will be done.
Recently, I received a letter from Pius Eiber, confessor in
Poxau,17 in which he expressed his satisfaction with his condition, the house, and the sisters. The people of the surrounding area also love and appreciate him because he is, as
they say, such a quiet, retiring gentleman. We now have ten
sisters and nine orphans in Poxau.
Sister Xaveria [Götzfried] is nearing death in the Au.18
We have probably wearied you and we now ask that you
would kindly accept the enclosed Directory of Our Religious
Institute. When you return from Rome, we ask that you
would rest for a few days at the motherhouse of the Poor
School Sisters before you take up the exhausting work that
has accumulated in the diocese. We promise to keep the
strictest silence so that nothing will disturb these days of rest.
Finally, be assured that during the adoration of the most
Blessed Sacrament, which the archbishop of Munich
granted us for another five years,19 we will pray most fervently for all the intentions of the holy Catholic Church, the
[Vatican] Council and its members, and especially for Your
Excellency.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
17. A mission in the diocese of Regensburg in Bavaria
18. Sister M. Xaveria died in Munich-Au on June 14, 1871.
19. See Footnote 55, p. 20.
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4427: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
March 14, 1870

J!M!
Dear Sister Caroline!
Your most recent letter of January 25 told us that you
were going to New Orleans in February. Since it is already
the middle of March, we hope that you will have returned by
the time this letter arrives in Milwaukee.20 May God reward
you for all the trouble you have taken upon yourself recently
for the glory of God and the good of the order!
The information you gave about Baltimore furnishes
new evidence that education is becoming more difficult each
day. To some extent, this is due to the parents who are infatuated with their children and do everything possible to
nourish vanity and sensuality, but it is also due to the children themselves who are pampered and spoiled from early
childhood. They become more and more enervated and no
longer have the simplicity and childlike manner that used to
make them so receptive to everything beautiful and good.
Now they are arrogant and have an exaggerated sense of
freedom that makes them difficult to reach. We bemoan the
same evil here in Europe, but only in smaller measure.
Nevertheless, dear Sister Caroline, we may not shrink
back from giving our love to these poor souls, ransomed by
the blood of Jesus, or from doing what the Holy Spirit inspires us to do for them. Not every word will fall on stony
ground.21 Some unspectacular words will remain in the
heart and, in times of doubt and spiritual darkness, these
words will be for them a star from a better world. Someday
these words will be seed springing up and bearing fruit for
eternal storage barns. If we did not have this consoling faith
to uphold us, we might often give way to discouragement.

20. According to the New Orleans Chronicle, Mother Caroline and
Sister M. Ildephonsa Wegman were in New Orleans from April 24 until
May 1, 1870.
21. See Matthew 13:18-23 and Luke 8:4-15.
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I would be very sorry if Sister Seraphine [von Pronath]
would not be respected in Baltimore.22
You told me once before that Sister Ildephonsa [Wegman] is not herself. This is an unavoidable consequence of
sisters having to go to stores. Even walking to church and
school is dangerous enough for souls who are still not firm in
their religious vocation.23 Once religious enclosure is broken, it is difficult to observe it again.
Of course, the performance of theatrical plays at examinations is unacceptable, but in your first petition to Rome,
you, yourself, made a request in this regard.24
When dealing with Sister Mary [Barbara Weinzierl], it
may well be sensitivity on your part to keep silent about various things that, in your heart, you find fault with in her.
When on visitation, however, one must speak openly and go
through all the pertinent points from our holy rule. We may
presume and expect much good will in each sister, who will
want to improve what the superior finds blameworthy in
her, even if she herself may not have recognized it.
If there is a contrary opinion or even rebellious behavior,
the generalate is still there to settle things. You would only
have had to let us know. That is why a detailed report on the
houses and individual sisters is to be sent here each year, as

22. According to the Baltimore Chronicle, Sister M. Seraphine von
Pronath, Mother Caroline’s assistant and secretary, stayed in Baltimore
from September 27 until December 3, 1869.
23. “The Soeurs Religieuses leave their enclosure on duty only,
namely, going to church and school, and when the Superior General sends
them to larger houses to make their retreat.” Quoted from Chapter V,
Paragraph 18, Rule and Constitutions of the Religious Institute of the Poor
School Sisters of Notre Dame, Approved and Confirmed by His Holiness,
Pope Pius IX. August 26, A. D. 1865. (Milwaukee: 1888) 54-55.
24. A copy of Mother Caroline’s “first petition,” which is also referred
to in Document 4420, p. 47, has not been found.
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prescribed by Holy Rule in Part IV, Chapter 3, Paragraph 29.25
In all things, we must keep our eyes solely on the glory
of God and the well-being of our neighbor and of the order.
(At least we have no other motive.) Nevertheless, we must
also know how to distinguish between the customs of your
country and ours. We are not limited to Bavaria alone.
Now, I want to discuss Sister Mary’s transfer in particular. I believe our earlier letter contained our view in this
regard.26 I think the intention that guided you was good, but
making a personnel change like this one during the school
year never happens without harm to the house and a great
stir on the outside.
In consideration of all the prevailing circumstances and
after much prayer, reflection, and consultation, we find it
necessary to call Sister Mary back to Baltimore. If she returns to Baltimore on May 2, she will have been in St. Louis
for exactly six months, thus fulfilling your assignment. We
will send the obedience to St. Louis with that date and hope
that the change will be possible by then.
I received letters from Baltimore, one of them with a
check for $1,000 and the comment that they can hardly
spare it. We do not want to hurt the good sisters, but we
made no such request of them. If the banker had not already been ordered to pay, we would have returned the
check. Our earlier letter also told you that your two checks
sent in October reached us safely.27
25. “At the stated time, especially before every Reception, Taking of
Vows, Profession, the Superior of the Motherhouse must send to the Superior General the reports of the Mistress of Novices and the Directress
of the Candidates respecting the character, qualifications and ability of
the Candidates and Novices—together with her own report regarding the
deportment of the Sisters. Afterwards she lays before the Superior General the formulas of vows and profession, as also those of renewal [of vows,
used by] the Sisters, together with a schedule of property brought to the
Congregation by the Soeurs Professes and the Soeurs Religieuses, and solicits direction as to the disposition to be made of the same.” Quoted from
Rule and Constitutions of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters
of Notre Dame, Approved and Confirmed by His Holiness, Pope Pius IX.
August 26, A. D. 1865. (Milwaukee: 1888) 131-132.
26. See Documents 4399, pp. 41-44, and 4407, pp. 45-46.
27. Document 4399, p. 41
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Please list for us on a separate sheet the properties registered in the name of the order, together with a statement
of their total value and their attached debts. A note as to
who exactly is liable for these debts should also be included.
We have nothing against your sending candidates who
are from the southern climate and are so afraid of the North
to Belleville.28 After they finish the candidature, however,
where will they make their novitiate? We conclude from this
that you want to establish a motherhouse in Belleville. If
Milwaukee is not suitable because of its raw climate, do
speak openly and frankly so that we can discuss it. A motherhouse must be able to provide canonical proof of sufficient
personnel to maintain it. You must give back to Baltimore
the personnel it had when Sister Mary was transferred.
Things will not go well otherwise.
Where is M. Ambrosia Kleinhenz who was the superior
in Mankato [Minnesota] last year? We could not find her in
the directory or in your listing of deceased sisters.29 We miss
a few sisters every year.
Sister Pika [Deisch] is now unreasonable.30 My God,
what misery there is in the world!
The enclosed list will tell you how many sisters we have
lost by death. We will send their obituaries with the directory later. The yearly patron is St. Bernard.
Yes, dear Sister Caroline, there will be visitation as soon
as possible, but when we will be able to send someone to
take your place in accordance with your wish lies in the unfathomable will of God.
In any case, sisters from America must come for the general chapter when it takes place. Political unrest prevented
us from calling it earlier—and now we want to wait until

28. A mission was opened in Belleville, Illinois, on October 5, 1859.
29. Sister M. Ambrosia Kleinhenz left the order in July 1869.
30. Sister M. Pika Deisch left the order in 1870.
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the end of the [Vatican] Council.31 Until then, we will pray
that the dear Lord will be with us and that we will be able
to fulfill our responsibilities in accordance with God’s will.
Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
4443: To Bishop Ignatius von Senestréy
Regensburg

Munich
April 30, 1870

J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Having returned from a journey only today, I want to
reply to your gracious letter of April 10.32
Words fail to express our deep gratitude for the undeserved benevolence and attention that you gave our concerns.
We wanted to ask our cardinal protector33 whether he
would consult the Holy Father regarding the American petition and to remind him again that we ourselves proposed
31. The last session of the First Vatican Council took place on September 1, 1870. A week later, Italian troops invaded the Papal States.
The Franco-Prussian War that had erupted in July deprived Pope Pius IX
of possible military support by French troops. On September 20, 1870,
Rome was captured by the Italians and on October 20, 1870, Pope Pius IX
suspended the council indefinitely. The council never resumed and was
officially closed in 1960, just before the Second Vatican Council was
called.
32. On April 10, 1870, Bishop Senestréy wrote from Rome that “perhaps it was already too late” and continued: “Joined by 27 American bishops, Bishop Henni from Milwaukee submitted a petition to the Holy
Father, the main point of which was the appointment of a provincial superior for America. If this happens, I think the complete separation of
the American province is only a question of time. . . . Apparently,
the American bishops think it is unsuitable for their sisters to be
governed from Munich. . . . By the way, I have no doubt that your
cardinal protector will still try to mediate. In the end, one must leave
everything to Divine Providence.” (Autograph, Munich) 14766
33. Cardinal Clarelli
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and applied for a provincial superior for America when we
presented our draft of the rule the first time. The Sacred
Congregation itself warned us against it, however, because
this very thing would bring about the danger of separation.
We still have not received the anticipated letter from His
Eminence, however, and we dare not burden him anymore.
After God, we now have no other support in this matter except Your Excellency. With greater urgency than ever, we
will recommend the intention to God in prayer. God’s wisdom will find ways and means to preserve the union of the
American province with the houses on this continent. It will
depend chiefly on the pronouncement His Holiness makes,
but the Holy Father will certainly ask our cardinal protector before he makes a decision.
Finally, you may be assured that we will recommend the
concerns of the [Vatican] Council, as well as all the efforts,
works, and sacrifices of the council members in our daily
prayer to Christ, the Divine Head of Holy Church.
Repeating our sincere gratitude and requesting your
episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1817: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome
J!M!

Munich
[1870]

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
We learned that the American bishops turned to the
Holy Father with a petition for privileges and more extensive rights for Sister Caroline Friess under the title of
provincial superior.34
The first time we submitted the outline of our rule to the
Holy See, we considered having a provincial superior for
America. With a decree by the Sacred Congregation dated
34. See Footnote 32, p. 56.
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January 31, 1854, we received the instructions for the reworking of our rule. Paragraph 12 of these instructions
stated that: “A vicariate across the ocean would harm the
unity of the institute and bring about the danger of eventual separation.”35
It is now reported that the bishops are energetically attempting to hasten the separation desired for a long time by
the bishop of Milwaukee36 so that he will have a free hand
in our affairs. They are requesting first a provincial superior with more extensive faculties because they think they
can obtain anything they want under the pretext that this is
the only way it will work in America.
When we established a mission in America, we had no
other goal than that of providing the children with instruction and character formation so that the Precious Blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ would bear fruit in immortal souls.
We also wanted to create a place of refuge for us in America—with great sacrifice of money and personnel—if the
work of God would decline in Europe because of the disastrous political situation of our times.
If the superior in Milwaukee, M. Caroline Friess, allows
so many mitigations now when she has the approved rule in
her hand, what will happen when more power and authority are granted to a provincial superior than to a general superior?
The rule would be changed according to her taste, while
we only wanted to cultivate and regulate the unbridled freedom of the American people according to Christian principles.
She would put the sisters in charge of classes with
young boys, send them out to work in open fields or to make
purchases in stores, allow them to put on shows, and take
them to the theater after the examinations are over. Bishops and worldly people would exclaim over them and flatter
them. She would dismiss sisters or admit them to profession without notifying the generalate.

35. See Footnote 13, p. 49.
36. Bishop Henni
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How long will our order be able to survive in America in
this manner? Furthermore, what benefit would we have if
we would gain all of America and destroy ourselves in the
process?
Since our situation is under discussion, please allow me
to address our petition to you. Would you kindly report this
matter to His Holiness and explain the entire situation before a decision is made.
In order to obtain the number of teachers needed for the
boys, teacher-training seminars would need to be established and teaching brothers called there. Our sisters would
keep the girls. If, with the grace of God, the sisters succeed
in giving the girls a good education, they will always have
enough to do, and if these young women become devout
mothers, a better generation will rise up. We can assure you
that our desire is not to multiply the number of our houses
in America, but to see them in good order.
If the Holy Father did not even allow our sisters to care
for little boys, ages three to six, in our children’s homes, although our bishops also desired it, this will not be permitted
in America either. With complete confidence and trust in
God’s help, this is what we hope will be gained by your presentation to His Holiness!
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
5211: [To Mother M. Caroline Friess]

[1870]37

The only dispensation you will be given for your classes
with boys is that a mature sister may have overall supervi37. Although this undated document is included in the beatification
collection, the original found in the archives in the Munich Motherhouse
is in Sister M. Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann’s handwriting. There is
no salutation, but internal evidence indicates that it was addressed to
Mother Caroline, probably after March 19, 1870, since it speaks of a visit
by the American bishops. No copy of this document was found in the Milwaukee or Baltimore archives.
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sion of the school, but in everything else, the boys are cared
for by laypersons. The Holy See granted us this dispensation—please note, only a dispensation—that boys may be accepted in kindergartens but were to be cared for by a widow
or married person. But how could we do that? We would
prefer to abandon missions where they insist on saddling us
with boys. If you receive more favorable dispensations for
America, it is well and good, but we will not envy you. The
same holds for leaving the enclosure. If the sisters in America are permitted to go out, not only to church but also to funerals and processions, into stores and the fields, and even
for rides, they must be completely secularized.
If such an irregular, abnormal condition exists in America, then we will have to proceed very slowly with the profession of vows and permit only the older, very experienced
teaching sisters to make perpetual profession that requires
enclosure. If we lose the enclosure, we will lose perpetual
vows and our institute will cease to be a religious institute,
which we do not wish to happen—at least not here in Europe. We would rather remain members of a religious order.
Therefore, all your amendments regarding visiting, entertainments, dramatic performances, and so forth are superfluous because they are inherently forbidden by
enclosure and by the holy vow of poverty. For this reason,
they do not need a separate point in our holy rule. Things
such as these are against the religious spirit, as are all rides,
going out into the fields, working with men when wearing
the religious habit (as well as leaving the enclosure to collect
funds, playing with little animals, cats, dogs, and so forth).
Surely one does not see that in America among the Visitation Sisters or the Ursuline Sisters. We really consider all
this demeaning and belittling to religious life. Such liberties
and habitual abuses are not removed by new rules but
rather by the exercise of firm discipline.
Giving the black veil to the lay sisters at profession cannot be allowed, but the general superior can change the veil
for leaving the enclosure and can grant the superiors the au-
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thority to decide. These sisters, however, must wear their
white veils in the house.38
Boarding schools with pupils of mixed denominations
cause great harm. Only Catholic children can be accepted and
educated in Catholic institutes. It would be a different matter if children who are not Catholic are completely separate
from the others and have their own personnel and a separate
boarding department—if there is sufficient space. Under no
circumstances may a Protestant pastor come into the house.
Not even the general superior can allow the profession of
perpetual vows before seven years. You may extend the time
of temporary profession (and this is a particular need in
America), but you may never shorten it, not even for one
day. Dear Venerable Superior, you will forgive me if I say
that you receive novices much too quickly and allow the profession of vows much too soon. It is impossible to get to
know these young people in so short a time. We have candidates stationed at every mission who leave the enclosure
and accompany the children so that the sisters can lead a
secluded life. Please do this as well!
The Holy See uses the titles, Provincial and Mother. Our
founder [Francis Sebastian] Job said that the general superior alone has this title. Laypeople may call us what they
like, but we want to keep the titles that were set down by the
founders—Venerable Superior and Venerable Sister. In
France, Italy, or England, everyone says ma mere, Madre, or
Mother.
It would have been good if you, dear Venerable Superior,
had sent the changes and additions desired by the sisters to
the generalate—so that it would have come from us—and
38. “The Choir Sisters receive a black veil at the taking of the vows;
the Lay Sisters and the Novices wear a white veil. . . . When Soeurs
Religieuses are obliged to leave the enclosure they wear a hitherto customary covering [later known as a face veil]. This is done in those branch
houses in which the Superior General considers it necessary on account
of distance between the sisters’ dwelling, church, and school.” Quoted
from Chapter IX, Paragraph 4, Rule and Constitutions of the Religious
Institute of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame, Approved and Confirmed by His Holiness, Pope Pius IX. August 26, A. D. 1865 (Milwaukee:
1888) 81.
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had not sought the approval of the bishops first.39 The Holy
See does not force any association to keep rules that the entire association does not want to accept because we are the
ones who must live according to them.
It is not hard for us to believe that exceptions are necessary in America. If the general superior can dispense from
one or other regulation, she can also transfer her authority
to her representatives.
--Now to your letter of March 19: You want to relinquish
the $8,000—generalate property40—in favor of the London
sisters. That would be no small contribution or alms for
London! The generalate has already made great sacrifices
for the London mission and has given substantial sums. It
cannot give any more because there are so many poor missions in this country that also require support. Could not
every American mission contribute something in proportion
to its income?
Of course, it is very painful that the older sisters in
America, who should be the pillars of the order, obey so seldom. God alone can help! Such suffering penetrates deeply
into a mother’s heart. Oh, the blind sisters!
We would be happy if the American bishops would grant
us the favor of a visit. Perhaps we could discuss some things
in person.
[No signature]

39. See Footnotes 6, p. 46, and 32, p. 56.
40. After Mother Caroline had been in Europe for several weeks, she
received a loan of 20,000 florin ($8,000) from the generalate on October 9,
1850, which was to help cover expenses for the mission in North America.
This loan was to be paid back in installments. (Autograph, Munich)
14701
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4453: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpts)
J!M!

63

Munich
June 2, 1870

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . Please allow us to present a single request—the same
request that we addressed in our last letter41—namely, that
you would watch and defend our interests against the American petition with the same pastoral care that you have shown
up to now. We assure you again that we are entirely satisfied
with the regulations of our holy rule concerning enclosure, the
schools, and so forth. When it comes to young boys in our
schools, we desire no rights beyond those granted by the rule.
God has arranged all things for our best good. . . .
I would like to add another comment regarding America. When we assumed the mission in America, we thought
we would find an asylum there if it ever came to the dissolution of convents in Bavaria. It seems that the Sacred Congregation supported this idea, because in a decree on
January 31, 1854, it stated that a vicariate in America
would harm the unity of the institute and bring about the
danger of eventual separation. . . .42
4470: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
September 4, 1870

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . You promised to deal with the American petition and,
according to the enclosed report from the bishop,43 the Sacred Congregation must settle the matter. If this is true, we
41. See Document 1817, pp. 57-59.
42. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
43. A copy of this document has not been found.
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have full confidence, because by a decree of January 23,
1854 [sic], the Sacred Congregation already stated that the
approval of a vicar (provincial superior) in America would
harm the unity of our order and lead to the danger of separation. For this reason, the concept should be abandoned,
and we would be very happy if that happened. . . .44
5210: To the Novices
Milwaukee
Dear Children of God!

J!M!

[1870]45

God has chosen you for religious life. Let us, therefore,
give thanks and praise to God who has done great things to
such lowly servants and who has raised us from among
thousands of women to the dignity of brides of Christ.
God has chosen you out of this world, so full of misery,
deception, and deceit. Therefore, away with all vanity, away
with sensuality and worldly comforts! A soul that has chosen Jesus for her spouse must shun all these just as he did.
God has chosen you from the world to be the Lord’s own
possession. With Jesus, therefore, call out to all worldly acquaintances, relatives, and friends, “Do you not know that I
must be where my Spouse Jesus is?” Bid everything farewell!
God has chosen you in order to lead you out of Egyptian
slavery into the Promised Land where an incomparable
treasure is hidden in the field and found again, where the
Holy Spirit pours out heavenly consolation today as the
same Spirit did long ago in the Cenacle in Jerusalem, and
where God is praised for all eternity. In this Promised Land,
we are in union with God, constant service is offered to God,
and life is like eternal life in heaven.
For this reason, ask yourselves daily with St. Bernard,
“Why did I come here?” Strive with holy zeal and all your
44. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
45. The content of this undated letter is similar to Document 4523
addressed to the novices in Gorizia in 1870.
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strength to follow Jesus, your Bridegroom, day after day and
thus become perfect by the end of the year.
Flee all particular friendship, a plague in religious community! Flee morbid sadness that deprives the soul of her
vocation and grace! Flee idle chatter and correspondence
with the outside world! It will avail you nothing! It will
avail the order nothing!
Love one another as Jesus loves all of us so that the
world will recognize that you are his disciples!
Dedicate yourselves to Jesus! Belong to Jesus! Be always of one heart and one mind, like the first Christians
who thereby edified Gentile and Jew alike and filled all with
enthusiasm for Christianity.46
Therefore, plead with God day and night through Jesus
our Lord. Seek refuge in Mary, the most powerful, most gracious Virgin Mother of Our Order. Then, during the novitiate, you will become like trees planted near running
waters, bearing abundant fruit for your salvation,47 and you
will bring joy to God and consolation to the whole order.
Praised be Jesus Christ!
Mary Theresa of Jesus
4499: To Fr. Thaddeus Anwander
Baltimore

Munich
December 1, 1870

J!M!
Very Reverend Father Provincial!48
Above all, I must ask your forgiveness that my response
to your kind letter is so late in coming. Various journeys
kept me away from the house for a long time, but now I want
46. See Acts 4:32-33.
47. See Psalm 1:3.
48. Fr. Thaddeus Anwander, C.Ss.R, (1822-93) was the pastor at St.
James Church in Baltimore from 1868 until 1872, but he was never the
Redemptorist provincial.
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to thank you very sincerely for the honest, friendly words
contained in your letter.49
I regret that Mother Mary’s [Barbara Weinzierl] return
hurt you, but the archbishop’s wish,50 which he sent from
Rome, was a command to me. Before Mother Mary returned
to Baltimore, however, I gave her all the directives that you
had sent here; I hope that she will follow them. She has
younger and stronger sisters at her side to help her and
these sisters can profit by her experience. If only the boarding school under the present institute director were not as
pretentious as it had been before her departure!51
What you said about the removal of the institute52 is certainly our conviction as well, but we would like to wait a little while before carrying out that project. We would also
like to ask that, in your love for God’s work, you would make
a special contribution by drawing Mother Mary’s attention
to her faults when the opportunity presents itself. Surely
she will accept it with gratitude.
With all our hearts, we wish you God’s grace and blessing in abundance for the approaching feasts of Christmas
and the New Year. Thank you again for all your kind communications.

49. In his letter to Mother Theresa written on July 10, 1870, Fr.
Anwander stated, “Mother Mary is not equal to this position. Many of
the sisters are not genuine religious. . . . Since Mother Mary was and is
too good, they can get what they want. . . . Sister Bonaventure [Wagner] was considered too strict and complaints were made.”(Autograph,
Munich) 14775
50. See Footnote 2, p. 45.
51. Sister M. Ildephonsa Wegman was the director of the Institute of
Notre Dame in Baltimore from 1863 until she was called to Milwaukee in
1868. In 1870, she returned to her former position at the institute.
52. In the same letter, Fr. Anwander thought it would be best if St.
James would have only day students and no boarders because there was
not enough space for the sisters, the school, and the boarders. Without
the boarders, it would be easier for the sisters to fulfill their religious obligations. (Autograph, Munich) 14775
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Recommending all the intentions of our order to your devout prayer in the alarming times in which we live, I remain
respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of Jesus
General Superior
4562 a:

To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee
Southend [England]

May 18, 1871

Dear Venerable Sister M. Caroline,
Praise and thanks be to God that the good sisters have
finally arrived and feel quite at home here!53 Thank you
very much for letting us have them for the new mission in
Southend!54 They are so hearty and friendly that it seems as
if we had always been together. I think that all the fear and
apprehension have already disappeared from their hearts
because they see that the beginning is small. They now
have time to prepare gradually for an extended field of labor.
Sister Willibalda [Deischer], whom you know, will surely be
a mother to them, and they will only have to tell her of their
concerns and needs with childlike openness.
One thing we do not want, however, is any correspondence between them and Sister Xaveria [Blomeier] whose
rebellious spirit causes great suffering and disturbs the
peace whenever we try to do something with her. She is demanding her return to America. I am afraid that she would
have a bad influence on the good sisters, even if it would
only be through written contact. The poor, deluded Xaveria!
Let us pray!
Word has probably gotten to you across the ocean about
how sad it is now with regard to religion in Germany, and
53. Sisters M. Paula de Cruce Groft and M. Justiniana Fenne were
sent from Milwaukee to England in the spring of 1871.
54. Sisters were called to Southend (now Southend-on-Sea in England), but it is difficult to determine when the first sisters actually arrived there. One source indicates October 13, 1870.
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especially in our beloved Bavaria. Perhaps the time is
near—as predicted by Fr. [George Michael] Wittmann of
blessed memory—when an emigration to the West will take
place. Only England could offer a safe asylum. As God
wills! We may be the first to encounter persecution. If God
lets us keep our dear Reverend Mother [M. Theresa], then
let come what may. Thanks be to God, she is well again and
continues to make visitation journeys in our country. We
do not let her go to other countries because the railroad trips
are too hard on her. Fr. [Matthias Siegert] is still very vigorous in mind and body and works tirelessly. His position
will also be very difficult to fill someday.
Your dear sister Adolphine [Friess] was here for
Linchen’s [Caroline Friess] First Holy Communion at
Easter. Your uncle of blessed memory took away half of her
life.55 She asked me to send you sisterly greetings.
Please give all your sisters very cordial greetings, but especially our good older acquaintances.56 Oh, how I look forward to heaven where all of us will be united again! Let us
pray very much for each other, asking for the grace of perseverance and a happy death!
Tomorrow I must leave Southend in order to complete
my mission in London and then hurry home, since I have
been traveling for almost four weeks. Thank you very much
for your charitable donation! May God reward you with
abundant blessing and the grace of divine love!
In the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Your poor companion sister,
Mar. Margaret Cort. [Wiedemann]
Sincerest greetings from Sister Willibalda!
Forgive me, dear Sister Caroline, for this hurried writing. I was interrupted so often.
(Autograph, Milwaukee)

55. Adolphine Friess (1828-1907) kept the household for Msgr. John
Michael Friess until his death on February 12, 1869.
56. The sisters who had come from Bavaria in 1847-49
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Milwaukee
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Motherhouse
July 29, 1871

J!M!
Dear Sister Caroline!
We wanted to write for a long time, but we also wanted
to wait until Sister Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann] returned so that we could give you some definite information.
Unfortunately, there was a tremendous delay. She was absent from the motherhouse for a full ten weeks and brought
us very little good news from our mission in England. It
seems we will have to suffer a catastrophe there that is even
greater than the one in America.
The two priests who called us there57 promised us a most
agreeable and beautiful sphere of activity, work in abundance, and as many children as we could want. We were
urged to keep sending sisters who could speak English. When
Sister Margaret personally examined the situation, she found
that we had been completely deceived—there was nothing but
empty promises. The plot of land is already purchased. We
thought we would find benefactors for the building, but there
were none—and so everything is hanging in the air now.
I also want to say that no difficult beginning ever deterred us. It was merely a guarantee that if God’s work is
built on firm ground, its progress will be even more greatly
blessed as time goes on. Our consolation is that both Sisters Paula [Groft] and Justiniana [Fenne] are good-natured
and zealous sisters who take their duties seriously and like
being in Southend, as Sister Margaret assures me.
Dear Sister Caroline, you know Sister Willibalda [Deischer], the superior in Southend. If the sisters object to anything, please tell us openly. The sisters may certainly write
to you, but please instruct them to turn to us.
Please avoid anything in America that could lead to separation. Even priests speak of this and object that the sisters are required to state if they want to choose Milwaukee.
57. Fr. Arthur Dillon-Purcell and Fr. John Moore
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In your letter of April 2, you assured me that you could
think of no greater torment for a religious than that of not
being in right relationship with her superior. It is up to you,
dear Sister Caroline, to build and maintain this relationship. We only want all the sisters on both sides of the ocean
to work in the same spirit that our founders breathed into us
so that God’s pleasure and blessing will rest upon us.
Please accept our remarks in this spirit and act in accordance with them. If they are made too late for now, then
at least apply them in the future! In unity, there is strength.
This unity preserved the Jesuit order in spite of persecution
and will preserve our order in like manner.
Work with us in the same spirit now as you did in the
past! Who knows what God has in mind and whether all of
us will come to America? If things continue in Europe, especially in Bavaria, as they have until now, martyrdom will
be our reward, in which, by the way, good Catholics should
rejoice if God considers us worthy.
As far as the schools are concerned, America has many
advantages over us because you are allowed to have parish
schools that are independent of the state, something that is
not tolerated here. Every effort is made to do away with convent schools, to have the girls in the upper classes taught
by male teachers, to introduce master teachers and specialized teachers, to make gymnastics obligatory, and so forth.
These are nothing but attempts to suppress the convents
and rid the schools of priests. Where will this lead us?
It made us happy to see that you are faithfully holding
fast to our school methods, as the booklet, Compendium of
Useful Knowledge,58 proves.

58. In 1870, the School Sisters of Notre Dame in Milwaukee published a Compendium of Useful Knowledge, a 67-page booklet in English. The German original was entitled Schul-Encyklopedie.
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Your reverend brother looks very good. He was here
last month and then, together with father spiritual
[Matthias Siegert] whom he met in Vienna, traveled to
Rome for the Holy Father’s jubilee celebration.60 On the
way, murderers would have attacked them if your reverend
brother, who speaks Italian well, had not understood the two
fellows’ talk just in time.
Sister Alipia [Friess] is still in Neumarkt and, although
not in good health, she brings abundant blessing through
her work.
Adolphine [Friess] was here for Easter and is in better
health than she has ever been. She visited little Lina [Caroline Friess] who made her first Holy Communion this year.
Adolphine was also her Confirmation sponsor, but she did
not return and had a candidate act in her place.
Marie [Friess] will take her preliminary teaching examination August 28 and then will do her practice teaching for
two years. After that, she must pass another examination
that will entitle her to a teaching position.
Perhaps you still remember Sister Theophila Prohaska.
She is now on the verge of leaving. Instead of overcoming
her love for her relatives, she continuously nourished it and
thus came to grief.
Have you informed the bishop regarding Sister Scholastica [Hager] so that he knows about it?61
Sister Theophila [Bauer] must write another letter to
Countess Bechtolsheim.62 We cannot give her the one she
sent because the good woman would be worried. Sister
59

59. Fr. Frederick Friess, Mother Caroline’s brother, wrote to her on
August 2, 1870, “Reverend Mother Superior General is very well disposed
toward our entire family. Should there be any disagreement between you
and the motherhouse in Munich, which, to my sorrow, I heard about from
various sources, at least we have had nothing to suffer from it.” See Barbara Brumleve, SSND, ed., Mother Mary Caroline Friess, SSND: Correspondence Addressed to Her from Various Persons (School Sisters of Notre
Dame: 1986) 49-55.
60. Pope Pius IX was elected on June 16, 1846, and celebrated his silver jubilee as pope in June 1871.
61. Sister M. Scholastica Hager left the order in 1870.
62. Countess Bechtolsheim provided Sister M. Theophila with an excellent education before her entrance into the congregation in 1845.
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Theophila’s letter tells absolutely nothing about her health
or what she is doing.
Thank you very much for the list of superiors!
We regret that the new building in New Orleans cannot
be connected with the various institutes already there.63
The advantages are obvious!
Thank you for the information regarding Elm Grove
[Wisconsin], Belleville [Illinois], and Baltimore, as well as
for the consoling news that during your last visitation you
found everything in the respective institutes in perfect
order. On the other hand, have you also fully recovered from
the illness you brought home?
Regarding attendance at the evening musical performances in Baltimore, we recall that Sister Mary [Barbara
Weinzierl] wrote and told us that the father of one of her
pupils, who has three sisters in the convent, asked that the
sisters be allowed to attend the violin recital of his 14-yearold son. She believed she could not refuse such a request.
We will make inquiries about the communication of our
letters to the sisters.
How have you arranged for the annual retreats? Do you
have the sisters of neighboring convents come together in
one house to make their retreat together as a community,
especially in those places where there are two to five houses
in a district, for example, in Chicago, St. Louis, Rochester
[New York], or Baltimore? We do this because it has many
advantages for nourishing and promoting both community
life and charity and for arousing zeal for teaching and continued education. On the other hand, gossip about personalities and places must stop. Religious priests are the best
retreat masters.
Dear Sister Caroline, do not admit to perpetual profession anyone in America who is under 33 years of age. It has
its advantages.
Thank you for the alms for the English mission, which
the two sisters brought along, as well as for the photographs
63. According to the New Orleans Chronicle, the sisters purchased
two lots in New Orleans on April 20, 1871. Construction on an addition
to the orphanage began in February 1873.
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of our American orphanages that gave us great joy and
aroused general interest. Thank you for the beautiful pictures that are of double value to us because they are art
works done by our sisters. Such things are unknown to us
in Europe. Do the sisters make these pictures and plaques
so that they can be sold?
Let us pray for one another! There is double need for it
now!
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
4620: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee
J!M!

M. Th. of J.
Motherhouse
November 3, 1871

Dear Venerable Sister Mary Caroline!
Thank you very much for your gift for October 15, but
more so for the prayer, the Mass, and the Communions that
you offered for me. We are certainly in great need of these
because our departure from this world is coming closer and
closer. May the loving God grant us a happy death!
I certainly do not deserve the special prayerful attentiveness that Bishop [John Martin] Henni continues to grant
me, and I am very grateful for this. It still hurts, however,
that he traveled through Munich and did not even come to
our motherhouse.64
You could not have given me greater joy than with the
little picture of our holy founder, [George Michael]
Wittmann. God seems to have some plans. Although every
effort is being made to do away with convent schools in Munich, especially ours, we were offered Obermünster where
Bishop Wittmann lived, worked, and died.65 There are plans
to move the cemetery in Penzing near Vienna, and it is pos64. Bishop Henni was invited to stop at the Munich Motherhouse on
his way home from the First Vatican Council in 1870. See Document
4329, pp. 36-37.
65. Obermünster housed the diocesan seminary in Regensburg during the time that Bishop Wittmann was rector and later auxiliary bishop
of the diocese.
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sible that the sisters in Vienna-Fünfhaus66 will receive the
remains of our holy founder, [Francis Sebastian] Job. May
these two holy founders continue to represent us at the
throne of God!
How are the dear sisters in Chicago? We heard that a
terrible fire raged there and that two-thirds of the city was
reduced to ashes. Were any of our sisters involved? We
thought of them and prayed for them immediately. Please
let us know how they are!67
The mission in Canada has come to life at last,68 and
what makes me even happier is the fact that an orphanage
will be established there. Orphans are the apple of God’s
eye, and with them, we are always sure of God’s blessing.
In most of our places, we have Jesuits as retreat masters. The poor priests are being persecuted as was their Divine Master for whose honor they zealously strive. It
appears that we will also face persecution. Conditions in
Bavaria are most sorrowful. Unbelief boldly raises its head
and brings down everything still in harmony with genuine
Catholic faith. For the sake of the few who are still just, let
us pray that God will shorten the days of affliction and protect us!
Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.

66. In 1860, a mission was opened in Fünfhaus, a suburb of Vienna
until its incorporation into the city in the 1890s.
67. The Great Chicago Fire that began on October 8, 1871, destroyed
St. Michael Church, School, and Convent, but the sisters escaped unharmed.
68. In October 1871, sisters took charge of St. Agatha Orphanage in
St. Agatha, Ontario, Canada.
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To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee
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Motherhouse
November 7, 1871

Our letters crossed! Your letter from Canada arrived
with the sorrowful news that you experienced a “trial by
fire” on the way and that the sisters destined for St. Agatha
lost everything they had.69 Did the coaches go up in flames
because of the Chicago Fire, or did fire break out in the train
itself? Thanks be to God, you were saved and received compensation for at least half of the value of the lost goods!
We hope that the new mission in Canada will thrive with
even greater blessing because of the many sacrifices with
which it began. Soon you will say with St. Paul, “I suffered
shipwreck and experienced danger by fire and water, on land
and on sea.”70 God will record everything in the Book of Life!
If Canada is suitable for founding a motherhouse, we are
not at all against it, but we have to wait and see how God’s
work progresses in the beginning before we can make a definite promise to the bishop.71 We cannot make a definite
statement now regarding the desired personnel because we
must wait for an answer from England. You will receive
more news by January.
Please do not let us wait much longer regarding the directory!
On October 15, it was 28 years since the motherhouse in
Munich began. My God, what will the immediate future
bring? It seems that the storm is now breaking, as Msgr.
[John] Lemberger, the deceased vicar-general, and Msgr.
[John Michael] Reger, both from Regensburg, prophesied.
It has already begun in Munich-Au. When the current
69. According to the St. Agatha Convent Chronicle, Mother Caroline
and the two sisters assigned to the mission began their journey by train
on October 5, 1871. Before they arrived in Detroit, fire destroyed the entire train. All the passengers were rescued but all the baggage was lost.
The sisters in Detroit gave the travelers clothing and other necessities,
and Mother Caroline received $335 as compensation for the loss.
70. See 2 Corinthians 11:25-27.
71. John Farrell (1820-73), Bishop of Hamilton in Ontario (1856-73)
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school year opened, a secular teacher was hired under the
pretext of giving the parents who do not want to send their
children to the convent school an opportunity to send them
to her, but only five children came. The school inspector
then read aloud the names of all the children designated for
the secular teacher, and he, together with some other men,
led these children to her classroom. On the way there, ten
children broke away and ran home to their parents. Others
returned to the sister72 a day or two later.
Then the head of the school commission demanded that
the sister sign a statement that she would expel the children.
After consultation with several persons, she refused and was
dismissed from her position. Now we must wait and see how
this situation will continue. Hatred of the convent schools
is glaringly evident. Please pray that God’s almighty power
will bring the plans of the wicked to ruin.
Try to come to a good understanding with Sister Mary
[Barbara Weinzierl].
Praised be Jesus Christ!
[No signature]
We just heard that in America there were horrifying, disastrous fires and that a band of 300 robbers was discovered.
It seems that everywhere, the same spirit of unbelief and
lack of restraint prevail. How will it end? May God have
mercy on us!
We recently had four deaths: (1) M. Alexia Lindmeier,
Professed Sister, died in Poxau on September 19, 1871, (2)
M. Ephrema Klement, Professed Sister, died in Mintraching on October 10, 1871, (3) M. Rosa Krumpp, Professed Sister, died in Munich on October 18, 1871, and (4) M. Clara
Lachermeier, Professed Sister, died in Munich on November 3, 1871.
(Transcript, Milwaukee)

72. Sister M. Albana Behr
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4664: To Fr. Francis de Sales Goller
St. Louis

Munich
February 14, 1872

J!M!

Very Reverend Pastor!
Deeply concerned about your parish schools, you turned
to us and expressed your wish that the sisters in St. Louis
could continue teaching the little boys.
As edified as we are by the love and pastoral care that
shine forth so unmistakably in your letter, we are very sorry
that we are unable to comply with your well-meant request.
(Despite our well-grounded petition and presentation of the
situation in America,2 the Holy See did not give an affirmative response that we as women religious could conduct
classes with boys.)
Sister Caroline [Friess] is beginning to reorganize
schools in the towns and cities according to the precepts of
our holy rule because genuine blessing from God can rest on
our schools only if they conform to the will of God. As religious, this Divine Will is made known to us in our holy rule.
1

1. Fr. Francis de Sales Goller (1831-1910) became the pastor at SS.
Peter and Paul Parish in St. Louis in 1858. Sisters began teaching in the
parish school one year later. On December 18, 1871, he wrote to Mother
Theresa and explained how difficult it was to find good teachers for the
boys and, if he did find any, to pay the annual salary of $1,000. If the sisters would not be allowed to teach the smaller boys, he would be forced to
close the entire school because, if the boys were allowed to attend the public school, the parents would not send their girls to the parish school either. He was also convinced that the sisters’ effectiveness in America
would be “paralyzed and finally made impossible if local conditions were
not taken into consideration.” (Autograph, Munich) 14767
2. See Documents 4120, pp. 13-15, and 4221, pp. 18-19.

78

Mission to North America, 1860—1879

Of what use is all our effort and care if the Lord does not
build the house?3 We must recognize God’s will and be satisfied, even if we lead only a small number of children to our
Savior. What would it profit us to gain the whole world and
suffer the loss of our soul?4 It is clear that our work will not
be pleasing to God if we act contrary to our expressed religious statutes.
The school boards in Westphalia hire lay teachers for the
little boys and place them under the supervision of the sisters.
What you told me about your plan to found a religious institute of teaching brothers gives me profound joy because
its realization would fulfill a wish that I have cherished quietly for a long time.5 I also discussed this with Bishop
[Michael] Heiss of the diocese of Green Bay [sic], Wisconsin.6 That you have not had much success up to now does
not frighten me in the least. When I reflect on our beginning
in America, how little success we could count for all our efforts! Now the work of God is strong and flourishing in a
way that surpasses anything I had ever hoped for there. I
venture to say this only for the greater glory of God and as
a basis for my plea that you would not be deterred or frightened by the obstacles that occur. When the salvation of
souls is at stake, God helps in a wonderful way. Surely some
chosen souls have been called for this purpose and America
would be granted a great favor.
Recommending our religious institute to your further
benevolence and requesting a devout remembrance at the
Altar of the Lord, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
3. See Psalm 127:1.
4. See Matthew 16:26.
5. Christian Brothers taught the boys at SS. Peter and Paul School
from 1866 until they withdrew in 1870. In 1867, Fr. Goller received permission from Archbishop Peter Richard Kenrick of St. Louis to found a
new order, the Teaching Brothers of Jesus (Die Jesu Schulbrüder), but
the group did not flourish and disbanded in 1872.
6. Bishop Heiss was the bishop of La Crosse in Wisconsin.
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To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee
Greenwich-London, S.E.
[After March 3, 1872]7
J!M!

Dear Venerable Sister M. Caroline,
Before I leave English soil again, I would like to send another call for help across the ocean, a call that might be
somewhat more successful than my four-week stay here.
Since you helped the poor sisters in need several times,
you have already heard how painful things are for us in
Southend—in addition to M. Xaveria [Blomeier]. The priest8
at the mission in Southend deceived us. He misused our
willingness to oblige; we trusted his promises too much; and
now we see ourselves bitterly disappointed. He advised us
to purchase a very expensive piece of property in order, as he
said, to build an orphanage that he would pay for with donations. We heard later, however, that he really wanted us
to pay off his debts. He obtained his temporal gain and now
he disavows all his promises, even though we have them in
writing. He even denies his contract. If one can no longer
put any faith in the words of a priest, everything will certainly come to an end there.
Since we have already sacrificed 20,000 florin,9 we do
not want to drop the cause so quickly. We could buy a hotel
that is adjacent to our property if we had an interest-free
loan for only a few years. Can you help us, dear Venerable
Sister? Surely you have credit in America; we are foreigners here and do not know anyone who would help us. The
generalate cannot do anything more at this time—a terrible
storm is imminent. Faith and religion seem to be disappearing in Germany. Perhaps a place of refuge will be
7. According to Document 4659 written on February 3, 1872, and
found in Volume 13 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger, Sister Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann was scheduled to visit England during the following weeks, which helped to determine the date of this letter.
8. Fr. John Moore, pastor at Southend, England
9. Approximately $8,000 in American currency at the time
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needed soon and we have Southend in mind for this. Please
help us obtain it! God will reward you!
Please send your response to Munich because I am leaving here this evening.
The hotel supposedly costs 1,200 pounds.10
Thanks be to God, things are going well here in Greenwich! It seems that your two young sisters11 are satisfied
and happy here. Sometimes the longing for dear America
takes hold of them, especially Sister Paula, but we cannot
hold that against them! Day after day, they have many privations and sufficient opportunity to make new sacrifices for
God who will certainly reward them with spiritual goods
and graces. The coming examinations are putting them
under pressure.
A visitor came and so I must close now. Please greet all
the sisters, especially the older ones whom I know.
In the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
Your poor companion sister,
Mar. Margaret Cort. [Wiedemann]
(Autograph, Milwaukee)

4670 a:

To Bishop Francis Leopold von Leonrod
Eichstätt

Munich
[April 1872]

J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
When we heard that Fr. [Frederick] Friess will leave his
position as subregent at the seminary in Eichstätt, we considered this as a sign that the priest, whose two sisters12 and
two nieces have already joined our congregation [sic],13 and
who was always so interested in our joys and sorrows, would
10. Approximately $5,760 in American currency at the time
11. Sisters M. Paula de Cruce Groft and M. Justiniana Fenne
12. Mother M. Caroline and Sister M. Alipia Friess
13. Caroline Friess, Fr. Friess’s niece, entered the Sisters of the Visitation. Marie Friess, a candidate at the time, was his cousin.
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also like to dedicate himself to our religious institute. We
told him this and he expressed his willingness. At the same
time, however, he told us that you would grant us the favor
of releasing him only if our archbishop14 accepts the priest
you choose for this position.
Our father spiritual, Msgr. [Matthias] Siegert, took the
necessary steps and presented this request in our name. He
received a negative reply regarding the subregent, however,
because the archbishop had already made other arrangements.
Another priest recently volunteered, however, and would
be available for the position. We hope and pray that God
will send to you either this priest or another already chosen
by God for this position, and therefore, we submit our humble petition that you would please release the former subregent to us because we are in great need of him for God’s
work.
The Lord of the vineyard will surely reward you a hundredfold for this work of mercy.
Requesting your further benevolence and your episcopal
blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
(Typescript, Generalate)

4671: To Archbishop Gregory von Scherr
Munich

Munich
April 12, 1872

Most Reverend Archbishop! Your Excellency!
Move by Fr. Frederick Friess to the Archdiocese of Munich
and Freising
As you already learned from a personal introduction and
conversation and found acceptable, Fr. Frederick Friess,
nephew of Msgr. [John Michael] Friess, the deceased vicar14. Archbishop Scherr
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general in Eichstätt, has moved into your archdiocese. He
had been the preacher in Ingolstadt and later subregent and
theology professor in Eichstätt.
Giving way to the urging of his heart, he followed his two
sisters who had already entered our religious institute so
that he could share in the many pastoral duties of our
father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] and our confessor
[Joseph] Schnabl. He will dedicate his time and energy to
our religious institute in the manner presented in his written
petition to Your Excellency.
Submitting this report, the respectfully undersigned also
requests that you would grant him episcopal permission by
means of an official decree. With your approval, he will take
on the position of ordinary confessor for the sisters in the
Au15 and of extraordinary confessor for the sisters in the
motherhouse.16 From now on, he will also preach in our St.
James Church and give catechetical instruction during the
next school year.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4679: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
April 29, 1872

J!M!

Dear Sister Caroline!
We often think that you must be waiting eagerly for a
letter from us with definite information about Canada, but
nothing has been settled yet.17

15. A mission was opened in the Au Suburb of Munich in 1839.
This suburb was incorporated into the city of Munich in 1854, but was
often referred to as the Au.
16. An ordinary confessor was appointed by the bishop for each convent in the diocese to administer the Sacrament of Penance to the sisters
living there. An extraordinary confessor was also appointed for each convent to administer the sacrament four times a year during Ember days.
17. The reference is unclear. See Footnote 68, p. 74.
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The same conditions prevail here and, although calm has
now descended, we suspect it might be the harbinger of new
storms.
God has drastically reduced the number of sisters
through illness and death, as you can see by the enclosed
announcement of the deaths that occurred since December.
Some of them were very unexpected as, for example, Sister
Aemiliana [Brunner] who was in the classroom three weeks
before her death with no premonition that such a thing
would happen.18
Dear Sister Albana [Behr] was a victim of the intrigues
in the Au that I told you about in my last letter.19
Dear Sister Caroline, you also told me about your own
indisposition. I know how cold one can often feel in America. When traveling, please see to it that you have warm
clothing. Here the trains are heated in winter, making it
easier to travel.
Your reverend brother has been here since Easter Tuesday to help our other two priests in the work of the order.20
He says he is very happy, feels well, and is at home in his
new surroundings. Please pray for God’s continuing help!
Ever since the death of your reverend uncle, the vicargeneral in Eichstätt,21 God continues to take so many patrons and benefactors from us. The friends of our order grow
fewer and fewer. Nevertheless—as God wills!
You often sent to England 20 pounds22 that you begged
from priests who are your friends. Thank you very much!
Things continue to be very difficult in England. The priests
made great promises when they called us there—but have
kept none of them. The Oblates took over the mission in
honor of St. Walburga in Whitechapel (London) and now
18. Sister M. Aemiliana Brunner died in Amberg on April 19, 1872.
19. See Document 4622 a, pp. 75-76. Immediately after Sister M.
Albana was dismissed from her teaching position in Munich-Au, she
suffered a complete collapse and died at the age of 33 on March 22, 1872.
20. Fr. Frederick Friess arrived in Munich on April 2, 1872, to assist Msgr. Matthias Siegert and Fr. Joseph Schnabl. See Document 4671,
pp. 81-82.
21. Msgr. John Michael Friess died on February 12, 1869.
22. Approximately $96 in American currency at the time
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they are demanding sisters of their own order. When we
heard this, we offered to withdraw completely because our
work would come to nothing there. The sisters will leave
after the examinations.23
In place of Whitechapel, God opened a new field of work
with an elementary school and a private academy in Greenwich. We sent Sisters Paula [Groft] and Justiniana [Fenne]
there so that they would have work while the prolonged negotiations regarding an orphanage in Southend continue.
Our acquaintance with the English character has not
been very pleasant. We are currently involved in purchasing
a building in Southend where the sisters are still paying rent.
A suitable building adjacent to our property would be available. Built as a hotel (!),24 it was unprofitable because of its
remote location. The purchase price is 1,300 pounds,25 but
where would we find the money during these critical times in
Europe? Of course, its purchase would remedy many things.
We are happy that you now have the Blessed Sacrament
in the convent chapels in Carondelet26 and St. Charles [Missouri] because of the blessings that will come with the dear
Lord in these houses. This blessing has become the exception in Bavaria more than ever because of the great shortage
of priests, a situation bemoaned by all the bishops. We even
have houses attached to churches where the sisters must
leave the enclosure to attend Mass because the lack of
priests prevents them from having services in their chapel.
We also received many circulars like those you received
from Bishop [Peter Joseph] Baltes,27—if not from bishops,
then from priests and sisters from France and Prussia—and
we cannot possibly give any more. Every kreuzer28 we can
23. The sisters left Whitechapel in London on June 5, 1872.
24. The exclamation point is found in the beatification copy.
25. Approximately $6,240 in American currency at the time
26. Carondelet was incorporated into St. Louis in 1870.
27. After the Italians captured Rome and the Papal States in 1870,
Peter Joseph Baltes (1827-86), Bishop of Alton in Illinois (1869-86), sent
several circulars in which he earnestly appealed for contributions for the
Holy Father.
28. One kreuzer was worth less than one penny in American currency at the time.

1872—1874

85

spare must be used for our poor candidates and the sisters
who are no longer able to serve. Almost all of our applicants
now come from poor families and often we must even furnish their clothing. Their parents cannot or will not do this,
saying that they are already making a great sacrifice merely
by bringing their child to the convent. Moreover, there have
been fewer inquiries than ever because the political situation has become so critical.
Besides this, three examinations are required during a
seven-year teaching apprenticeship—and how strictly they
are conducted! According to reports we heard, they will either be postponed or not held at all this year. This will hold
up everything in our order because then we will not be able
to receive anyone into the novitiate this year either.29 Science and education are still secure here, but the young people are no longer able to acquire the spirit of the order or
lead a life of faith as they were previously. The spirit of the
times is making itself noticeable.
I commend you for dismissing the two rebellious novices
and the three candidates. It is always better when there is
disappointment at the beginning rather than later. Since all
those we dismissed settled here in Munich, we know from experience that, in their new position, they will make a lot of
fuss in the world at first. Before long, however, they are unmasked, and our order gains respect for having dismissed such
lazy members. May all who wish to follow them know and
take to heart what it says in Jefferson, “We respected them as
sisters—as runaway religious we do not want them.”30
Our poor Sister Theophila Prohaska, whom you know,
felt drawn to the world in order to be with her brother and
to be accepted as a family member. Within three months,
she already wrote for money because she must make her
own living now. She is a teacher of the lower grades in a
country village!
Sister Ethwina [Huber] was compelled by her brother-inlaw to leave the order in order to inherit his wealth because
29. Candidates were required to pass their teaching examinations
before they could be admitted to reception.
30. The origin of this quotation has not been found.
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he has no children and so forth. She accepted his offer and
now wanders about in the world. These are sad experiences!
It has often been our bitter experience that the secular
teaching world is pressuring the sisters. An ordinance has
now come from the royal government, demanding the presence of two teachers at the examinations who also have the
right to ask questions.
Fr. [Francis de Sales] Goller, the pastor, followed your
advice and turned to us regarding the acceptance of classes
with boys, but we could give him no answer other than the
one he had already received from you, namely, that we cannot do this.31 We encouraged him, however, to persevere in
his holy zeal and not let himself be frightened by the first
unfavorable results. He intended to found a teachertraining institute for young
men. For a long time I had
hoped to see something like
that develop and spoke about it
with Bishop [Michael] Heiss. If
a bishop were to take it in
hand, it would succeed—and
then a need in America would
be remedied.
Thank God for the consolation of finding a good spirit
among the sisters in many
Mother M. Caroline Friess
houses, as well as progress in
the schools, when you made visitation!
How are the poor sisters from Chicago who had to take
refuge with you?32 We were asked several times but could
not give definite information. Please give our heartfelt
greetings to Sister Emerentia [Eichhammer] to whom we
are grateful for the detailed account of the terrible fire.
I am very sorry that you are always under tension with
Baltimore because this leads to no good. Unity in their life
31. See Document 4664, pp. 77-78.
32. See Footnote 67, p. 74.
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together makes the Jesuits strong and invincible. As long as
unity and an esprit de corps endure among us, which even
edifies laypeople who rejoice in it, as you told us in your last
letter, no enemy will be able to harm us; but if this bond is
loosened, then it is serious. Then we need no enemy from
outside; we will destroy ourselves. We always relied on the
older sisters who carried the seed of the order to America.
They should stand together as firm as a rock in the sea,
without being shaken by human weaknesses or selfishness
or whatever else it may be. We desire nothing other than
the well-being and the good of our order and of the individual sisters and houses.
Who installed the new sisters in the Cathedral School in
Baltimore? Do the sisters have their own house so that they
are a separate mission, or do they walk back and forth to
school?33
We were very sorry to hear about the archbishop of Baltimore.34 He took such a pastoral interest in the sisters. Who
will take his place?35
Thank you very much for the pictures you sent us! They
aroused universal joy and admiration at the skill shown in
their composition. Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert]
also thanks you for them. He has been unwell for some time,
otherwise he would have written to you. Please pray for
him! No one else will achieve what he has done.
Let us pray for one another! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.

33. At the request of Archbishop Spalding, sisters began teaching at
Cathedral School in Baltimore in October 1871. They lived at St. Alphonsus, a few blocks away, until 1892 when a building was acquired to accommodate both Cathedral School and Convent.
34. Archbishop Spalding died on February 7, 1872.
35. James Roosevelt Bayley (1814-77), Bishop of Newark (1853-72),
was appointed archbishop of Baltimore on July 30, 1872.
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4749: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
December 7, 1872

J!M!
Dear Venerable Sister M. Caroline!
We assume you have already returned from the missions
to the motherhouse. Since we were on visitation in Franconia for a full three months, we could not answer your letter
any sooner.
Even if our correspondence is not very frequent, you may
be certain that we often think of you and speak about you.
Who knows if the time will come when we must seek refuge
in America? The sisters had to discontinue teaching in
Baden—the sisters from Munzingen have already left, and
those from Hugstetten and Steisslingen will follow next.36
The school in Brakel has already been taken from the
sisters.37 What will happen in the Rhineland,38 Silesia,39 and
Bavaria is still undecided, but we do not expect to fare any
better.
The same spirit dominates hearts and souls everywhere
and makes every effort to suppress and drive out whatever
is Catholic or positively Christian. One often thinks that we
are back in the time of persecution during the first centuries
after Christ. The practice of the faith is forbidden by law
now just as it was then. Everyone wonders where this will
lead, and the only answer is open religious war!
The letter which our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert]
received from you yesterday did not hold out any better
prospects for America either because you, dear Sister Caro36. In November 1872, the government of the Grand Duchy of Baden
dismissed all the sisters who were teaching in the grand duchy.
37. Sisters who taught in the elementary school in Brakel, which was
in the Westphalian Province of the Kingdom of Prussia, were dismissed
by the government in 1872.
38. Three missions were located in the Rhineland Province of the
Kingdom of Prussia—Hardenberg-Niveges, Düssel, and Hinsbeck.
39. At the time this letter was written, there were 28 missions in
Silesia, a region of Central Europe that is now southwestern Poland and
the northern area of the Czech Republic.
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line, lamented over the loss of faith, religious indifference,
and touchiness on the part of parents and children in the
schools so that one does not know what to do anymore.
These are dreary prospects and only a living faith can enlighten us and enable us to keep going. God rules the world
and can reduce all enemies to a footstool in a moment.40 The
blasphemies constantly uttered could call forth the judgment of God. God grant us perseverance!
What is most painful for us, however, is when sisters do
not have patience with each other, do not want to put up
with each other, and only seek themselves instead of the
common good and the welfare of the order. It also grieves
me that Baltimore and Milwaukee cannot come to a complete understanding, but I am happy to have more detailed
information from you now. I will try to use my influence
when the opportunity presents itself.
I did not know about the decision that Sister Seraphine
[von Pronath] would be the superior in Baltimore. As I already mentioned, Mother Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] returned to Baltimore because the archbishop41 wrote to me
from Rome, telling me to send her back to Baltimore. If Sister Seraphine suffers from the delusion that no one likes her
and that she can do nothing right, then she is to be pitied for
that is a severe and dangerous illness.
We agree with you that the institute’s own laundresses
should take care of the institute’s laundry. Here we have it
done outside the house—in the city—and we manage quite
well. Accepting candidates for this work does no good because then our order is burdened with people we cannot use.
We know from experience that they do not stay in the laundry very long.
I cannot say anything about the grade books because I do
not know what should be done regarding them. Here in Munich, the grade books that are now prescribed are completely
different from what we had before, but we had to comply
with the directives from the respective boards or district
governments.
40. See Psalm 110:1.
41. Archbishop Spalding
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According to what you told us, you answered correctly
with regard to the contract from Annapolis [Maryland]. The
choir in a parish church involves much work. If we had
known earlier what we know now, we would not have taken
over the choir in our little church on the Anger.42 We are
also in favor of an orphanage for black girls.43 One does not
achieve very much with institutes these days. We heard,
however, that Annapolis has been closed.44
We were not a little surprised by what you told us about
Watertown,45 and especially about La Crosse [Wisconsin].
We knew that the Franciscan Sisters were not ready for
teaching but we did not know that Bishop [Michael] Heiss
himself had founded the community.46 You were very right
in offering to hand over the mission in La Crosse to the
Franciscans through the bishop, but these kinds of things
always involve suffering.
You had the same situation in Watertown that we had in
Whitechapel,47 where the Oblates who took over the mission
also demanded religious of their own order.
We do not receive such large donations as you do in
America.
May God bless the new mission in Prairie du Chien [Wisconsin] and the mission in Chicago that was rebuilt “out of
necessity,” as you say!48

42. St. James Church in Munich
43. No further reference to an orphanage of this kind has been found.
44. Since the sisters were expected to conduct the choir and teach
the boys’ classes in Annapolis, Maryland, they were withdrawn in September 1872. The sisters were called back to Annapolis, however, and
they returned on January 6, 1874.
45. After the Holy Cross Fathers took over St. Bernard Parish in Watertown, Wisconsin, in 1872, the sisters were withdrawn from the school
in order to make room for the Holy Cross Sisters.
46. The Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration trace their origins
to 1849. Bishop Heiss invited them to La Crosse in 1871.
47. See Document 4679, pp. 83-84.
48. See Footnote 67, p. 74.
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Have there been any more cases of smallpox, and were
there any further dire consequences?49
What you told us about a men’s teacher-training school
is new proof that only God’s love can inspire such continuous, strenuous fulfillment of duty. Whoever enters the
teaching profession for gain will soon grow tired and give
up, but the world does not realize this and seeks to do away
with this kind of church-related institute. The teachertraining school here enjoys the good will and generous support of the royal government.
Thank you very much for the beautiful pictures that you
sent—especially the one of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. We
do not have such artists as M. Charitas [Merklinger], M. Cunigunda [Betzold], and M. Cecilia [Schnerr], and so we can
only send an Ave Maria and return your heartfelt greetings.
The sisters in Giesing50 have the Blessed Sacrament in their
convent, and the chapel was dedicated to Our Lady of Perpetual Help on May 1.
Your reverend brother51 has probably written to you
from here. He has an entirely new life and lives in the Au
where he offers Holy Mass. He hears confessions in the
motherhouse every Ember season, preaches in the Anger
Church every Sunday, and teaches catechism in the elementary school. At first, there was talk that your father52
and Adolphine [Friess] would follow him, but your brother
wanted to see how he would fare first. When we visited Sister Alipia [Friess] in Neumarkt in autumn, she told us that
your father could not make himself come here and that Adolphine would find it difficult to become accustomed to another confessor. Your reverend brother counted on the 500
49. According to a letter of Sister Mary (Barbara Weinzierl) to
Mother Caroline on October 1, 1872, Sister M. Zacharia Martin became
ill with smallpox in Baltimore. See Barbara Brumleve, SSND, ed.,
Mother Mary Caroline Friess, SSND: Correspondence Addressed to Her
from Various Persons (School Sisters of Notre Dame: 1986) 228.
50. In 1845, a mission was opened in Giesing, a town that was incorporated into Munich in 1854.
51. Fr. Frederick Friess
52. John George Friess (1793-1875)
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florin that we promised him, in addition to the 300 florin53
he had from the seminary, so that your father and sister
would have had a modest livelihood. Your brother has trouble with his throat just now, but aside from that, he is strong
and healthy.
Please give heartfelt greetings to Sister Theophila
[Bauer] and all the sisters, together with our best wishes for
Christmas and the New Year! They should pray for us and
for our order and serve God by being faithful to our holy rule.
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
4816: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
May 31, 1873

J!M!
Dear Venerable Sister M. Caroline!
Fr. [John M.] Gärtner, the vicar-general,54 visited our
motherhouse, but it was in my absence, for I was on visitation just then. The sisters told me how friendly he was and
how much he told them about Milwaukee. I thanked God for
the blessings bestowed on our missions across the ocean and
on your endeavors. We are convinced that these efforts are
significant, as we also gathered from the remarks in your
last letter. The way in which Divine Providence is our constant shelter and protection from all dangers became especially clear to us.
I thanked God even more, however, that you and Sister
Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] are reconciled and on good terms
again. If she told you that we instructed her to work in harmony with you, she was only speaking the truth. The aim
of our work has never been to separate the sisters and hous53. $200 and $120 in American currency at the time
54. Fr. John M. Gärtner (1829-77) founded a Slavic Mission Institute in Milwaukee in the interest of Catholics of Slavic origin in America.
For this reason, he was sometimes known as their vicar-general.
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es from one another, but to unite them in love based on the
holy rule as desired by Rome. Whoever tells you something
different is speaking and interfering without authority.
With so many houses spread over such a wide expanse,
America now needs not only two, but three, motherhouses:
Milwaukee in the North, Baltimore in the East, and a third
in the South. The differences in climate that young women
from other regions cannot endure make this necessary.
When we first went to America, Baltimore was designated to be our motherhouse. You know the reasons that
influenced us to transfer the motherhouse to Milwaukee.55
If Baltimore now becomes a motherhouse, it will not be separate from Milwaukee. As our holy rule states, Baltimore
will be under the generalate just as Milwaukee is. In the
beginning, Baltimore must draw its teaching staff from Milwaukee until such time when it can recruit its own teachers.
Sister Mary will have to be the superior at the beginning
until God helps and provides a director of novices and a prefect for the candidates. Please send us a list of houses so
that we can see how they can be divided between the two
motherhouses.
God bless the sisters in Baltimore who made their profession of vows in your presence! May they embrace their
vocation with their entire being and work for the glory of
God!
Dear Sister Mary took many risks and went into heavy
debt with the building in Baltimore.56 However, she still
thinks it would be better not to abandon the building project that everyone advised her not to carry out. The many
windows and wide corridors should not frighten you. Here
in Bavaria, schools, institutes, and town halls are also built
55. The request from Bishop Henni in Milwaukee, support from King
Louis I and the Louis Mission Society, insistence on the part of Court
Chaplain Joseph F. Müller, and the will of Archbishop Carl August
Reisach of Munich and Freising were all contributing factors to the transfer of the motherhouse to Milwaukee in 1850.
56. Property in Govanstown was purchased in 1871 so that the sisters could build a new and larger institute to accommodate the boarders
and day pupils. The building was expected to be completed by September 1873.
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like that, with one window after another, just like a birdhouse! The gas heating, however, frightens me a little. Hot
air is also used here, for example, in our school in Giesing,
but since it dries out the lungs so much when one is speaking, we fear for the sisters’ health. The children want to
drink constantly and are always rubbing their eyes as if
something were in them.
The distance from the city57 is certainly a problem for the
institute, but it also has its advantages. Parents want to
have their children in the fresh country air and the large
tract of land offers sufficient opportunity for outdoor exercise without walks having to be organized. I think you
should instruct the sisters of the houses on your list to send
their savings for this purpose to Baltimore, but to send you
the account because it will be too difficult for them to pay
interest until the institute’s finances are in order.58 Sister
Mary, however, has not received any instructions from us
about this. We are still waiting for her reply.
When we were in Regensburg recently, the bishop59 told
us that a cook or a household servant (I forget which) who
was born in America was promised that she could return
and enter the convent of the School Sisters there. However,
this person is already 35 years old and has a physical disability. Such people are not for our order.
Your reverend brother60 is well, as Fr. Gärtner can also
tell you.
We have had a death in the house—our Sister Lazara
Hilmer.61 She always took care of the sick and we miss her
very much! So many sisters are dying, especially teachers
of the upper levels, and hardly anyone enters anymore.
With the confusion of our times, both parents and their
57. The property purchased in Govanstown was outside the city limits of Baltimore and approximately 6.5 miles (10.5 km) from St. James
and the Institute of Notre Dame.
58. The sisters’ debt on the property in Govanstown increased dramatically as building costs soared and additional adjacent property was
purchased.
59. Bishop Senestréy
60. Fr. Frederick Friess
61. Sister M. Lazara died in Munich on May 25, 1873.
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daughters are frightened. Please pray for us! Poor Bavaria
is really torn apart and only God can help us!
Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
4818: To Fr. Joseph Helmpraecht
Baltimore

Regensburg
June 23, 1873

J!M!

Reverend Father Provincial!
Since I am still on a journey, your letter of May 30 was
forwarded to me.63 Allow me to express my sincere gratitude for your pastoral interest in our weal and woe, to which
your letter once again testifies.
I also heard from another source that the new building
in Baltimore is becoming very expensive. Much as I regret
this, I cannot take the blame because I told dear Sister Mary
[Barbara Weinzierl] to contact the superior of the motherhouse in Milwaukee [M. Caroline Friess] and consult with
experts so that she would do what was right.
The necessity of another motherhouse in addition to the
one in Milwaukee is a well-known fact, and even a third
motherhouse will have to be established in the South. It was
never our intention, however, that this building would be
laid out in such a splendid manner. In any case, we must
leave the details to local experts who will carry them out according to the existing needs there.
In our humble opinion, the new building has progressed
so far that stopping the work now would be of no advantage
62

62. Fr. Joseph Helmpraecht (1820-84) was the Redemptorist Provincial from 1865 until 1877.
63. On May 30, 1873, Fr. Helmpraecht advised Mother Theresa that
opening the new institute in Baltimore as soon as possible would help to
pay off the enormous interest due on the building. He also thought that
since the deceased Archbishop Spalding had strongly recommended building the new institute, and since the new archbishop, James Roosevelt
Bayley, was also a friend of the sisters, it would not be long before the
sisters would have sufficient money to pay off both the debt and the interest. (Autograph, Munich) 14768
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to the institute or to the order. The rigors of winter would
damage what has already been built with great effort and
thus cause even greater expense. We already wrote this in
May to Sister Mary.64
The assurance that the new archbishop65 proves to be a
friend of both the institute and the sisters gives us great consolation—especially in our chaotic times—and we hope and
trust that the deceased archbishop66 will always continue to
support the sisters and intercede for them at the throne of
God.
We also ask that you continue to be to the sisters what
you have been until now. God will not leave your charity
unrewarded.
Asking for a remembrance in your worthy prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4834: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
July 27, 1873

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!67
. . . When His Excellency, the deceased Archbishop [Martin John] Spalding, was present at the [Vatican] Council in
Rome in 1870, we presented His Eminence, Cardinal
[Nicholas] Clarelli-Paracciani, our cardinal protector at the
time, with the reasons that moved us to raise our mission
in Baltimore in the eastern part of America to a motherhouse. The superior of Milwaukee [M. Caroline Friess] realizes and admits that, because of the vast expanse of land
64. Mother Theresa’s letters to Sister Mary (Barbara) Weinzierl have
not been found.
65. Archbishop Bayley
66. Archbishop Spalding
67. Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca (1805-83) was appointed the
order’s cardinal protector in 1872 and held this position until his death on
December 28, 1883.
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and the distance between the separate missions, she is no
longer able to meet the necessary demands placed on her.
When we first went to America 25 years ago, it was decided that the motherhouse would be in Baltimore. Circumstances, however, led to the later decision to establish a
motherhouse in Milwaukee, which immediately became the
motherhouse it is today. The construction of the new building in Baltimore will be completed under the patronage of
the present archbishop.68
We now submit the petition that Your Eminence would
please pronounce that the house in Baltimore may be raised
to a second motherhouse according to our Holy Rule, Part
IV, Chapter 1, Paragraph 2 f., and Chapter 6, Paragraph 3.69
We assume that you have our deceased Cardinal Protector
Clarelli’s copy of our rule. . . .70
4893 a:

To Bishop Peter J. Baltes
Alton, Illinois
[ca. February 23, 1874]71
J!M!

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
At your request, Fr. Aegidius Hennemann72 inquired last
summer whether there are any prospects of transferring sis68. Archbishop Bayley
69. “She [the general superior] has the right, with the assent of her
assistants in agreement with the respective Diocesan Bishop and with
the approbation of the Cardinal Protector, to raise an existing branchhouse to the rank of Motherhouse, and to designate its subordinate
branch-houses.” (Chapter 1, Paragraph 2f)
“His [the cardinal protector’s] approbation is necessary when a new
house is to be canonically founded.” (Chapter 6, Paragraph 3) Quoted
from Rule and Constitutions of the Religious Institute of the Poor School
Sisters of Notre Dame, Approved and Confirmed by His Holiness, Pope
Pius IX. August 26, A. D. 1865. (Milwaukee: 1888) 103-104, 139.
70. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus.
71. This date was written in pencil on the transcript of this letter.
72. Fr. Aegidius Hennemann, OSB, was sent from Munich to North
America to search for a suitable place for a monastery that could be a
place of refuge for the Benedictines if they were expelled from Bavaria.
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ters to your diocese. I gave him the hope of having definite
information by October because I thought our lot would be
determined by the end of the 1873 school year.73 We were
mistaken, however, and we must begin the 1874 school year
in the same state of uncertainty.
It has not been granted us to see clearly what Divine
Providence has in mind for our order in Bavaria. By human
calculation, there is no thought of being rescued. If we are
not rescued, I will certainly recognize the expressed will of
God in your wishes74 and gladly fulfill them with a grateful
heart by sending the personnel, who will be standing idle in
their own country, to this new section of God’s great vineyard.
In the meantime, I wrote to the superior of our motherhouse in Milwaukee [M. Caroline Friess] and told her to give
you workers for the vineyard for the time being until we
come later.75 (It will be easier for these sisters in their new
field of labor because they already know the American customs and traditions.) Everything speaks against our giving
up places here before it is necessary.
Submitting this statement, I recommend our religious
congregation to your prayer and remain respectfully yours,
[No signature]

(Transcript, Munich) 14774

73. Sisters were already being dismissed from the schools in Prussia
and it seemed that the sisters would also be dismissed from Bavaria.
74. On December 5, 1873, Fr. Hennemann wrote from St. Boniface
Abbey in Munich and asked for sisters for the diocese of Alton in Illinois.
He ended by saying, “If there is absolutely no hope of obtaining sisters,
then the bishop will have to approach other orders.” (Autograph, Munich) 14772
75. See Document 4906, p. 99.
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Motherhouse
February 23, 1874

J!M!
Dear Venerable Sister M. Caroline!
We are very grateful for the information concerning Australia, Bishop [Peter Joseph] Baltes, England, and so forth
that you provided us in your last letters. It gave us a perspective that was very different from the previous descriptions. If another application comes from Australia, we will
not consider it.76
Bishop Baltes contacted us through Fr. [Aegidius] Hennemann, a Benedictine from here, inquiring whether he
could count on sisters for his diocese. We replied that our future in Bavaria is still undecided and that Venerable Sister
Caroline [Friess] would do as much as possible for his diocese.77 Nevertheless, we cannot take charge of older boys
any more than we can conduct church music. We have often
regretted taking over the music for our little Anger Church
because it means much work.
76. In November 1873, Mother Theresa was requested to send a few
sisters who had been dismissed from the schools in Prussia to teach the
children of German immigrants in Australia.
77. See Document 4893 a, pp. 97-98. On March 12, 1874, Bishop
Baltes replied and thanked Mother Theresa for her willingness to send
sisters to Alton. He said that it was very important to know how many
sisters were coming and when they would arrive. He also asked how
many could teach in English since most of the classes were conducted in
that language. Bishop Baltes continued: “Would it not seem advisable for
the sisters you send to be united with the Notre Dame Sisters from Milwaukee who are already in the diocese of Alton? Reverend Mother Caroline has not written yet to tell us that she would send sisters from
Milwaukee to help until the sisters arrive from Germany. If we draw
attention to a union of your sisters with those already here, it is because
we think that in this way your sisters would more quickly become acquainted with the conditions in America and achieve greater fluency in
English. In the meantime, the sisters from Germany could conduct the
German classes, while the sisters already here could teach the English
subjects.” (Autograph, Munich) 14776
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A farm joined to a convent also has some drawbacks because of the need for farmhands. The sisters simply cannot
do all the work connected with a farm. Even though Fr.
[Thaddeus] Anwander is dissatisfied with your refusal to
conduct the school near his plantation, in God’s name, remember that you cannot please everyone!78 Since many
communities of women religious have already emigrated to
America, he will surely get sisters, whose enclosure is less
strict than ours, to fulfill his wishes. We have often thanked
God for our enclosure and how it is ensured by our rule because our sisters are better protected.
It is not hard to believe that religious orders, which have
recently come into the country, draw away many young
women who would otherwise have come to you and asked
for admittance. The new always attracts—and we must believe that it was not in God’s plan that they come to us.
It was all right if, in the hope that help would probably
come from us, you accepted new missions. If God does not
miraculously thwart the plans being forged against the
Catholic Church and its institutes in Germany, there is no
prospect of keeping our houses. Therefore, as we have already written, we would be happy if we could find a place of
refuge in America for those sisters who would be able to
make that decision. The time has not yet come, however,
and our sisters are able to teach only in German. Nevertheless, the three schools in Canada would be suitable.
I cannot say yet whether the niece of Vicar-General
[John] Gärtner79 will come to America. No one told us about
that plan. The dear young woman finds the candidature extremely difficult because she never had regular class instruction. She acquired her rather incomplete knowledge
through private tutoring and self-study instead, so it is all
the more painful for her now. God will guide her in the ways
prescribed by Divine Providence.
78. Shortly after Fr. Thaddeus Anwander was assigned to Chatawa,
Mississippi, he asked for sisters. Permission was given to build a convent there, but Fr. Anwander was reassigned before the mission in
Chatawa was opened in October 1874.
79. See Footnote 54, p. 92.
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We heard about the death of Bishop [Joseph] Melcher80
and we regret it no less than the death of Dr. [Joseph] Salzmann.81 One good friend after the other leaves us for a better world!

Architect’s Drawing of the Institute in Govanstown

The splendid building has certainly put Baltimore into
great debt,82 but if God blesses it and sends children, I trust
the sisters will manage. According to what we heard from
eyewitnesses, both the location and the buildings—which
are also well-constructed—are beautiful and convenient. If
you give the savings from eight houses to Baltimore, with
God’s grace it will make progress. Of course, the house still
has to obtain 11 more persons, that is, sisters. I am very
grateful that you helped them, but I regret the strained re80. Joseph Melcher (1806-73), Bishop of Green Bay since 1868, died
on December 20, 1873.
81. Dr. Joseph Salzmann (1819-74), founder of St. Francis Seminary
in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, died on January 17, 1874. For Mother
Caroline’s testimonial regarding Dr. Salzmann, see Barbara Brumleve,
SSND, ed., The Letters of Mother Caroline Friess (Winona: St. Mary’s
Press, 1991) 202-203.
82. See Documents 4816, pp. 93-94, and 4818, pp. 95-96. Only the
central section with the highest tower and half of the wing to its right
were ever completed. Today the building is known as Gibbons Hall on the
campus of the College of Notre Dame of Maryland.

102 Mission to North America, 1860—1879

lationship between you and Sister Mary [Barbara
Weinzierl]. I am convinced that both of you are sincere and
mean well for the order. It seems that different views are
the basis of this serious situation.
Since our negotiations with Rome about raising the
house in Baltimore to the rank of a motherhouse are not finished,83 the relationship between Baltimore and Milwaukee
remains the same. We are satisfied with the assignment of
missions that you listed. Baltimore would have 23 houses—
enough in any case if they are to be cared for properly.
What you told us about church services at the orphanage
in Allegheny is certainly a difficult matter if a group of approximately 100 persons must walk the long way to church
in public.84 The lack of priests is becoming apparent everywhere. We also feel it here when we do not have services
and must leave the enclosure to attend services in the parish
church. This even happens in places where the convent is
connected to the church.
My God, if only you could have given us a sister for Scotland and one for Schillingsfürst! The conditions offered in
Scotland were acceptable and the parish priest seemed to
have an understanding of religious life.85
Sister Seraphine [von Pronath] should let her lung heal;
the suffering must be very painful.
Sister Agnella [Rauchenegger] has probably written to
you about the suffering that Sister Justiniana Fenne caused
us in Greenwich.86 If only she does not lose her faith! We
heard that she went to a Protestant captain.
Please send us an English translation of the holy rule
soon! We are asked about it so often. Please send us a sample of your prayer book as well!
83. See Document 4834, pp. 96-97.
84. After 1867, St. Joseph Orphanage in Allegheny (Troy Hill overlooking Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) had no priest and the sisters and children had to walk .5 mile (.8 km) to the parish church of the Most Holy
Name for religious services.
85. In early 1874, Fr. John McCay requested sisters for the parish
school in Wishaw, Scotland, but sisters were never sent there.
86. Sister Justiniana Fenne, an American sister who had been missioned to England in 1871, left the order in January 1874.
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God has given us St. Bernard for our yearly patron.
We keep waiting for an opportunity to send you a directory. We accept your information as you send it, but we
heard that in America you simply indicate that Europe has
so many houses and so many sisters. This year we could not
enter the correct number of children because we had no
numbers for any of the American houses. We had to take
the numbers from last year and we were unable to indicate
anything about the newly founded houses.
Back to Schillingsfürst: It is thought that if any house
in Bavaria endures the coming storm, it will be Schillingsfürst because of Prince Minister Hohenlohe and his brother,
the cardinal,87 who founded it. That is why we are concerned about it. Distinguished parents from Schillingsfürst
withdrew their daughter from an institute in Ansbach and
they want to send her to the sisters in Schillingsfürst at
Easter. The parents themselves speak English and the child
has a special preference for the language. We cannot satisfy
them now, however, because at first there was only talk of
French and Italian classes and we did not obtain a teacher
for English. This is causing us great embarrassment.
Your reverend brother88 suffers from his old familiar illness of the throat, which also gives us worry and distress.
He helped the sisters very much in his position as confessor
and through the conferences that he gave them. Please pray
with us so that God will send help!
Sister Alipia [Friess] is frequently ill in Neumarkt, but
she keeps going nonetheless. Marie Friess is preparing for
her final examination in the candidature.89 Lina is still a
boarder at the institute, has no interest in becoming a religious, and wishes to become a governess.90
87. Prince Clodwig Karl zu Hohenlohe-Schillingsfürst (1819-1901),
Minister President in Bavaria (1866-70) and his brother, Gustav Adolf
Cardinal von Hohenlohe-Schillingsfürst (1823-96)
88. Fr. Frederick Friess
89. Marie Friess was received as Novice M. Leonarda in 1874 and
made her first profession in 1875. She spent most of her religious life in
Poxau, Bavaria, where she died in 1914.
90. In 1879, Caroline Friess entered the Visitation convent in Zangberg near Ampfing, where she was received as Sister Augustine of the
Heart of Mary. She died in Zangberg on January 20, 1913.
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What you told us about Fr. [Francis X.] Krautbauer’s
voyage aroused our deepest sympathy.91 If he had made the
trip in the interests of our order, we would have included it
in our Chronological Sketches,92 but since his journey was
for family reasons, we did not include it.
Please do not make us wait long for news! Since we are
always in a painful situation, we ask all the sisters to pray
that God will help us through this time of distress.
God’s grace and blessing be with us all! Praised be Jesus
Christ!
M. Th. of J.
Through a priest from here, Fr. John Nepomucene
Berger, a Redemptorist at St. Michael Church in Baltimore,
asked us to give him a few characteristics from the life of
the deceased Bishop [John N.] Neumann. We explained that
the superior in the motherhouse in Milwaukee was better
able to do this because she dealt with him long after my departure.93
4932: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
April 14, 1874

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . Divine Providence is the only endowment for the mission in Baltimore that is to become a motherhouse—just as

91. Fr. Krautbauer was rescued when the ship on which he was a
passenger sank in Lake Michigan on September 14, 1873.
92. The most significant events that took place in the congregation
during the previous year were published in the annual directory and
known as the Chronological Sketches.
93. For Mother Caroline’s response to this request, see Barbara
Brumleve, SSND, ed., The Letters of Mother Caroline Friess (Winona: St.
Mary’s Press, 1991) 158-160.
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it was in Neunburg vorm Wald, Munich, and Milwaukee. I
can say with sincere gratitude to God that we have never
been confounded in our hope and our trust. Besides tuition,
fees paid by the boarders, individual donations from benefactors, and the small savings from neighboring houses, the
sisters have no other available means of support. Since God
provided for the sisters in Baltimore in this manner for 26
years, it is certain that this blessing will not be withdrawn
if they live according to the rule.
We are considering assigning the following houses to
Baltimore—the four Baltimore houses, Annapolis, Tacony,
the two New York houses, Yorkville, the two Buffalo houses,
the five Rochester houses, Newark, and Camden—therefore,
23 [sic] houses in all.94 Please send us further directives regarding this. . . .95

94. St. James, one of the four houses in Baltimore, was designated as
the motherhouse. The two houses in Washington, DC, the two houses in
Philadelphia, and the houses in Pittsburgh and Allegheny (Troy Hill)
were also designated for the new province but not given here. The inclusion of these six houses brings the total to 24, i.e., one motherhouse and
23 missions.
95. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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4974: To Fr. Louis Hinssen
Belleville, Illinois

Munich
September 20, 1874

J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!
Although your letter was forwarded to me while I was
traveling, I was unable to answer until today.96
Above all, I want to express my sincere gratitude for
every word in your letter regarding a matter of such importance for us. Although Sister Caroline [Friess] in Milwaukee had already drawn my attention to this, with your
explanation I now consider the matter even more serious
than I did at first.
We have sent the necessary instructions to Milwaukee.97
Please join us in recommending this intention to the Sacred Heart at Holy Mass so that God will protect this work
and ward off all enemies.

96. On July 6, 1874, Fr. Louis Hinssen, pastor of St. Peter Parish in
Belleville, Illinois, wrote to Mother Theresa and told her of the plan “to
separate the Notre Dame Sisters in the United States, who are doing such
beneficial work under the direction of Mother Caroline.” According to this
plan, Bishop Baltes of Alton, Illinois, would have direct and exclusive
charge of the sisters in his diocese. Fr. Hinssen believed that the sisters
would respond to this separation with “fear and sadness” and he was convinced that, without exception, the 21 sisters currently in Belleville would
rather leave the mission at once than be separated from Milwaukee. He
continued, “Bishop Baltes means well, but he has no heart. He is a gentleman but not a father and he will never be able to find religious that will
take the place of Mother Caroline’s sisters.” Mother Caroline “is a true
mother of the order and lives only for her sisters and the good cause,
which everyone recognizes. Therefore, it would be unnatural and certainly of no spiritual benefit to separate unnecessarily the bond that
unites hundreds of devout souls with her and supports and maintains
them in their difficult calling.” Fr. Hinssen also heard that Fr. Aegidius
Hennemann was pressing ahead with this plan despite the fact that he
was not sufficiently acquainted with the conditions in America to make a
correct judgment. (Autograph, Munich) 14777
97. See Document 4980, p. 107.
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Repeating my sincere gratitude, I ask that you inform
us in the future if, God forbid, something similar should
occur.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
4980: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
September 26, 1874

J!M!
Dear Venerable Sister Caroline!
Before we begin our retreat, we would like to answer the
letter that arrived here from America.
What you told us about Bishop [Peter Joseph] Baltes of
Alton also came to us from another source,98 and the views
of the two parties are in complete agreement with each
other. We were alerted confidentially that he is serious
about separating the sisters in his diocese from their central motherhouse and their connection with Milwaukee,
something well-disposed people deeply regret—and we with
them.
We are now of the opinion that you should prevent the
accomplishment of this plan and ask each sister from the
various houses in the diocese of Alton to declare if she wants
to separate from Milwaukee.99 Those who want to separate
could go to the bishop. You could call the others back to the
motherhouse and send them elsewhere because you are so
short of personnel and we are still unable to send you any
sisters.100
Please try to help Sister Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] in
Baltimore as much as possible. She is finding things diffi98. See Document 4974, pp. 106-107.
99. The directory for 1874 lists 70 sisters in the diocese of Alton.
Bishop Baltes’s plan was never carried out.
100. See Document 4906, pp. 99-100.
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cult. We still have not received an answer to our petition
from Rome.101
England would certainly be very grateful to you—and so
would we—if you could offer them a music teacher because
the poor sisters there are in such a difficult situation. There
is no prospect of any help since M. Justiniana [Fenne] deceived them. We never considered taking charge of secondary education in England and, from the very beginning, we
never proposed an institute but an orphanage. There are
day students everywhere who ask for music lessons and pay
well for them. Sister Justiniana would have been very suitable, but it turned out differently. She is now in Scotland
and has asked to be readmitted. We will think this over.
If we had certified teachers, we could already have government schools in England! My God, how often we envy
you when we read from your letters how, as real missionaries, the sisters are able to influence the minds and hearts of
children, instruct them in the truths of our holy religion, explain Christian morality to them, and insist on their practicing it. This opportunity has been disappearing more and
more from the schools of our country ever since head teachers102 were appointed to supervise the sisters and every word
they speak. May God send help so that the Church will soon
be victoriously triumphant!
To introduce perpetual adoration as proposed in Hokah
[Minnesota] requires funds to cover the cost of candles and
so forth.103 Here we have permission for adoration during
the day and twice a week during the night, alternating with
the other convents in the archdiocese. (We do not use the
teachers for this.) We also remember your intentions during
these times.
We heard that Fr. [Francis X.] Krautbauer was named
as a candidate for bishop. Is there anything definite yet?
101. To raise the mission in Baltimore to a motherhouse
102. According to the school laws passed in Bavaria in 1871, the
royal government appointed head teachers for every school to take the
place of the former school inspectors who were priests.
103. In 1867, Blessed Sacrament Convent was opened in Hokah,
Minnesota. It was intended to be a place of perpetual adoration, but this
plan was never realized.
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We are happy that Bishop [John Martin] Henni is now
archbishop.104 If work were not so pressing, we would have
written and congratulated him on his new honor. Could you
kindly do this in our name for now?
We ask that you would please send us a manuscript of
the English translation of our holy rule before you have it
printed because we would like to look through it first. In
unity is our strength, therefore, we must hold to this anchor
above all.
Several prelates hold the same view as the bishops of Detroit and Rochester,105 among others, that it is better when
there is only one order in a diocese. Since the Sisters of St.
Joseph and the Sisters of Christian Charity from Paderborn
serve several purposes (in addition to teaching they also care
for the sick, administer hospitals, and so forth) it is certain
that they will be well received and become more established.
Their growth was very rapid in Westphalia and Silesia. As
God wills!
On the other hand, it is easier to refuse a house than to
have to give it up after having accepted it. That is a double
and triple pain.
Let us hear from you again about how things are going
and where things stand!
Let us pray for one another! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.

104. Bishop Henni was appointed Archbishop of Milwaukee on February 14, 1875.
105. Caspar Henry Borgess (1826-90), Bishop of Detroit (1871-87),
and Bernard McQuaid (1823-1909), Bishop of Rochester, New York (18681909)
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5032: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpts)
J!M!

Munich
February 20, 1875

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . Please accept the small Directory of Our Religious
Institute that came off the press today. You will notice that
several institutes in Prussia were closed recently and more
will follow soon. Even the cathedral school that our sisters
conduct in Breslau is in danger.
What about Bavaria? The State Parliament that convened on February 16 will surely have further information
for us. We fear that the so-called May Laws1 will bring about
the destruction of convents in Bavaria as they did in
Prussia.
Some people with a deep insight into the prevailing conditions are of the opinion that the Poor School Sisters will
not be touched because, by virtue of their origin, foundation,
and founders [Francis Sebastian] Job and [George Michael]
Wittmann, they are members of a purely Bavarian institute.
For this reason, we have been advised many times to use
the German, von Unserer Lieben Frau, rather than the
French, Notre Dame, so that no one can falsely attribute
French origins to us.
Others maintain just the opposite and are of the opinion
that, because our influence on others through education is so
1. The so-called May Laws that were introduced in Prussia in 187374 attempted to nationalize the churches but met with stiff resistance on
the part of the faithful. This resulted in the promulgation of increasingly
harsher laws against the Catholic Church.
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great, we will be the first to be expelled. The jubilee year
18752 will probably be decisive!
We continue working in Bavaria without too much disturbance, and it is only with the Royal Government of Upper
Bavaria that we come into conflict now and then. More and
more, it fails to recognize the rights granted us earlier by
the royal government and wants to take them from us wherever possible, but God has helped wondrously until now and
God will not abandon us in the future. “Our help is the name
of the Lord!”. . . 3
In the enclosed directory, you will find Baltimore listed
as an ordinary mission because we still have not received
any further instructions regarding the return of this house
to its original purpose.4
The new house that is listed as Baltimore 5 - Govanstown is already occupied and has 26 more boarders than
it had last year. The schools have grown and so has the income. Each year, the 23 missions destined to belong to the
new motherhouse will give it any extra money that accrues
from saving wisely. The modest sums, brought in by the
young women whom Baltimore accepts and receives into the
order, will also help. According to the superior, Mary Barbara Weinzierl who emigrated from Bavaria to America
with the first group of sisters in 1847, this will insure the
respectable maintenance of the sisters of this motherhouse.
We ask Your Eminence not to take it amiss if we ask to
have the necessary documents graciously sent to us. . . . 5

2. Although Pope Pius IX proclaimed 1875 a Holy Year, it was not
celebrated with any external solemnity.
3. Psalm 124:8
4. To serve as a motherhouse
5. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

113

Motherhouse
April 16, 1875

J!M!

Dear Sister Caroline!
We received an inquiry from Breslau, asking if America
would need and accept a priest from Silesia. He was ordered
to serve as a soldier for three more years. During the Easter
season, he must report to the garrison where he will have to
drill from 6:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and from 2:00 until 7:00
p.m. He asked the sisters in Breslau if he might come there
for an occasional meal because the few kreuzer that he receives are insufficient. In the barracks, they do everything
they can to drive such priests to despair.
He would like to emigrate to America now in order to escape such torment and to use his strength and abilities in
the service of the Church in America. He asked Sister
Philomena6 whether we could send a letter of recommendation for him, and we were happy to make this promise.
Please speak with the bishop7 about this and tell us his response. The poor priest is anxiously awaiting a reply.
We were happy to hear that Fr. [Francis X.] Krautbauer
was appointed bishop.8 Kindly extend our congratulations
and best wishes, as well as the expression of our gratitude
for all the trouble he took and the work he did for the wellbeing of our sisters for so many years. There will be a very
noticeable gap in your house. Are there prospects of finding another priest who has the charity and ability to take
on that position?
Surely you have already received the news of the death
of your father.9 My God, your good father must have suf-

6. Sister M. Philomena Blattner was the superior in Breslau.
7. Bishop Henni
8. Fr. Krautbauer was appointed Bishop of Green Bay, Wisconsin,
on February 12, 1875.
9. John George Friess, Mother Caroline’s father, died in Lauingen,
Bavaria, in early 1875.
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fered for a long time! Your reverend brother10 was called to
Eichstätt several times when it was thought that your father was dying. He was received by God in grace. We also
prayed for him.
Your reverend brother is still in Munich-Au. Although
he says that he is recovering from his throat ailment, he still
cannot preach.
We are waiting for the notice that the directory is ready.
When it is, we will send you a properly wrapped copy.
God has given us St. Brigid as our yearly patron, but we
think we already wrote that.
Fr. [Godfrey] Noever, the pastor in Eagle Point [Wisconsin], came here last winter and brought us a little package
with beautiful pictures, mother-of-pearl works, monthly patrons, relics, and prayer books. This made all of us very
happy, but we looked in vain for the English translation of
the rule. Is it finished yet?
The two portraits of our holy founders, [Francis Sebastian] Job and [George Michael] Wittmann, which a traveler
dropped off in England and Sister Margaret [of Cortona
Wiedemann] brought here, are now hanging in the
chancery. We are very happy with them. May the founders
stand by our order that is now threatened by severe storms!
In Prussia, the storms have already carried off several
houses, as you will read in the directory. God alone knows
what is to come. We cannot understand Divine Providence,
but no one expects anything good. Until this veil lifts, nothing can be decided with regard to personnel. We must simply continue to pray.
Please give us news about the state of affairs in America!
Let us pray for each other in the meantime!
Praised be Jesus Christ!
[No signature]
(Transcript, Milwaukee)

10. Fr. Frederick Friess
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Baltimore
J!M!
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Munich
May 9, 1875

Your Eminence!
Most Reverend Cardinal and Archbishop!
Mother Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] sent me a photograph
of Your Eminence from Baltimore and it arrived today. I
hasten to express my heartfelt joy over this undeserved
favor and my deep gratitude for your handwritten blessing
that came with it.
I also wish to extend our congratulations on your elevation to the dignity of cardinal [sic]11 by His Holiness12 who
also let us keep you as archbishop in Baltimore.
Please allow me to recommend our houses and sisters in
the archdiocese to your pastoral care! With confidence, I can
assure you that the sisters are zealously striving for perfection and will not neglect to ask God to pour out blessings
upon you and your flock in even greater abundance.
Recommending our entire religious institute on both
sides of the ocean to Your Eminence and requesting your
episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters

11. In 1875, Pope Pius IX appointed Archbishop Bayley as apostolic
delegate (an ecclesiastical representative of the Vatican to a country having no formal diplomatic relations with it) but Archbishop Bayley was
never made a cardinal. Archbishop John McCloskey from New York was
chosen to be the first American cardinal and Archbishop Bayley was chosen to confer the biretta on him on April 27, 1875.
12. Pope Pius IX
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5071: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
June 7, 1875

J!M!

Dear Sister Caroline!
So it goes with the pressures of business! Often 20 or
more letters go out on one day, and thus it happened that
my last letter went to America without my signature, which
we only learned from your most recent lines.13 I am very
sorry this occurred.
There are great celebrations going on in Milwaukee now
because Bishop [John Martin] Henni was appointed archbishop and Fr. [Francis X.] Krautbauer the bishop of Green
Bay. It was also a surprise to hear about the coincidence
that both Fr. Krautbauer and Fr. [Rupert] Seidenbusch, who
sailed to America on the same ship in 1850, were raised to
the dignity of bishop at the same time.14
We are not giving in to the fear that this development
might have detrimental consequences for the order. So
much will depend on a worthy successor,15 and this is of
greater concern to us.
You are asking if we could send you a European priest,
but the lack of priests in Bavaria is so great now that no
priest is available. Moreover, we ourselves know too few
priests. I must wait and see whether one of the priests trying to escape persecution in Silesia is suitable for the position. He would have to be tested here first. Furthermore,
the bishops do not willingly let their priests go to America

13. See Document 5057 a, pp. 113-114.
14. Fr. Rupert Seidenbusch, OSB (1830-95), was appointed Vicar
Apostolic of Northern Minnesota on February 12, 1875, and consecrated
bishop on May 30 of the same year. He held this position until his resignation in 1888.
15. Fr. Krautbauer had been the chaplain at the Milwaukee Motherhouse for 16 years.
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because there is no hope of getting them back.
I heard that Fr. [Godfrey] Noever16 already approached
your reverend brother17 about America, but he was not very
enthusiastic about going there.
When your reverend brother sang the holy Gospel during our convent procession last Sunday, I thanked God when
I heard his strong, melodious voice. There is still hope that
his illness will clear up.
We understand that Fr. [John M.] Gärtner, the vicargeneral,18 is willing to accept the position of chaplain but, if
he is so nervous and excitable, he would not be suitable. It
is true, his niece Ernestine was not with us but with the Sisters of Charity in Vienna when she died. The dear child had
to go through a terrible interior struggle and believed that
God was calling her to care for the sick. With bitter tears,
she followed this call and left us to go to Vienna. Two weeks
later, we received word from the superior there that Ernestine died from smallpox, although no one in the house contracted the illness before or since then. We were sorry to
hear this because she had a generous heart. Since Ernestine
never went to school, it was difficult for her to study. She
had taught herself and thus lacked a solid background.
If you consider Fr. [Kilian] Flasch19 from Elm Grove suitable for this position, try to get him. Laypersons—friends of
the order—can take care of external business matters. The
most important thing in a motherhouse is and will always be
the religious aspect. Not all American priests are suitable
for this.
We are writing to Sister Philomena [Blattner] about the
Silesian priest who must carry out military service there,20

16. Fr. Godfrey Noever (1843-1913) was a priest in the diocese of La
Crosse in Wisconsin.
17. Fr. Frederick Friess
18. See Footnote 54 p. 92.
19. Fr. Kilian Flasch (1837-91) was pastor at St. Mary’s in Elm
Grove, Wisconsin, until 1875. On June 14, 1881, he was appointed bishop
of La Crosse.
20. See Document 5057 a, pp. 113-114.
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and we will let you know if we receive further news. It is a
sad situation there! The so-called Convent Law21 goes into
effect in Prussia on June 15, after which all religious must
leave the country. A four-year period of grace was granted
to nursing orders and to us so that similar institutes can be
established to supply the lay personnel needed to care for
the sick and to conduct the schools. We may not accept any
new members, however, and the state will take over the administration of property belonging to the Church!!!
We have already sent out a notice that those sisters who
desire to go to America should let us know, but we are meeting with great obstacles on the part of the sisters’ parents
and relatives who are very direct in saying that they will not
let their children go to America. We will have to wait and
see what God does next! We will gladly do all we can to help;
you need never doubt our good will.
I thank God for giving you the insight and understanding that our unity is pleasing to God, as has been shown repeatedly in striking ways, for example, in our having St.
Brigid as this year’s patron for both sides of the ocean. In
the storms that we are facing, may the prophecy that she
left for her daughters be fulfilled in us as well, that is, that
her order will never die out!
Endeavor to nourish and care for this spirit of unity in
the houses and in the sisters entrusted to your care! The
Holy See greatly desired and strongly recommended this
unity—unity alone makes us strong against our enemies.
America does not lack suffering either, as your letter of
April 22 sufficiently states. My God, how concerned and
worried we would have been had we known about the law21. According to the so-called Convent Law that was passed in Prussia on May 31, 1875, all religious congregations were expelled from the
country. If there was a shortage of lay teachers in a particular area,
teaching sisters were allowed to remain in private schools for four more
years but no longer. Sisters who had been teaching in public schools in
Prussia and Baden were already dismissed between 1872 and 1874.
22. See Mother Caroline and the School Sisters of Notre Dame in
North America, Vol. I (St. Louis: Woodward & Tiernan Co., 1928) 233236.

1875—1876

119

suits initiated against you!22 You were right to spare us by
being silent until everything was over. Thanks be to God
that it ended in your favor and that the truth has been made
known! These were serious accusations indeed. God takes
us into the depths—but also leads us out again.
You also had fires in five convents this winter, and the
saddest part is that three of these fires could be blamed on
carelessness alone. A defective stove should be repaired immediately, ashes should not be stored in a place that is a fire
hazard, and hot air heating should be installed according to
the prescribed standards. We were also repeatedly in danger of fire, but thanks be to God, we were always protected
and often in a very miraculous manner. We were moved to
the depths of our soul when we saw with our own eyes how
close the great fires threatened to come to our houses in Bärnau, Hahnbach, Regenstauf, and Cham and how miraculously God suddenly averted them. In Lenzfried, however, a
fire set by hostile hands made its way through the farm
buildings.23
The late spring brings the usual illnesses. Scarlet fever
and diphtheria are also rampant here, but one hears less
about smallpox and typhoid fever this year.
Thanks be to God, Sister Seraphine [von Pronath] has
recovered from her bout with pneumonia and is gradually
regaining her strength! At her age, pneumonia is very dangerous, and recovery can be ascribed to prayer alone. Perhaps her hearing will also improve in the same measure that
she regains her strength.
You are worried about dear Sister Emmanuela
23. On November 23, 1867, Mother Theresa wrote, “We have an institute for poor, neglected children in Lenzfried near Kempten. In order
to supplement the meager amount paid for their support, we bought land
and ran a farm for ten years. This year’s harvest was exceptionally
blessed by God and everything was gathered in when an itinerant craftsman, who had already been on trial for arson three times, set fire to the
barn. It went up in flames on both sides at the same time. Everything lay
in ashes–barn, stable, farm implements, feed, grain, and wood supplies.” (Quoted from Document 4205, which can be found in its entirety
in Volume 14 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger)
24. Sister M. Emmanuela was director of novices in Milwaukee.
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[Schmid].24 She has already suffered so much—the good
soul—but we still hope that God will leave her at your side
until a worthy successor for her position is available.
Sister Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] recently wrote to us
from Baltimore regarding the property in Annapolis that she
wanted to buy earlier. It was available at a very good price
and, since the Redemptorists strongly advised her to do it,
she accepted it. It supposedly cost $6,000 and she agreed to
pay $3,000 over one year. The rest was advanced by a gentleman whose daughter is with the sisters. Sister Mary
added that you wrote and told her not to buy the property,
but because she had already paid something on it, money
would be lost. That was why the Redemptorists advised her
to buy it now and then sell it later so as not to lose anything.
We told Sister Mary that she certainly should not have
done this without your consent and that she definitely made
a mistake. Since forfeiture is a threat now, we told her that
she should act in God’s name, follow the advice of the good
priests for this time, and buy it. As soon as it can be sold at
a profit, however, she should sell it.
We hope to receive an answer from Rome soon with a
document confirming the elevation of our house in Baltimore
to a motherhouse.
When Bishop [Francis X.] Krautbauer comes to us on his
journey to Rome, we will arrange to have him stay in the
two small rooms where Bishop [Michael] Heiss stayed, if
that would be satisfactory to him. Could you please give us
exact information about his arrival?
We ask you to remember in prayer the order’s difficult
situation on this side of the ocean, just as we recommend
your intentions in our prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
asking that he graciously help you through all the storms of
this earthly life.
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!

M. Th. of J.
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June 24, 1875

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
It gave us great joy to hear that the Holy Father selected
you, the confessor at our
motherhouse in Milwaukee,
and appointed you to be
bishop of Green Bay. We take
this opportunity to express
our congratulations and best
wishes in this new and worthy
position.
May an abundance of
God’s blessing, wisdom, and
strength pour down upon you
on the day of your consecration!
Bishop Francis X.
Please accept our heartKrautbauer
felt gratitude for all the charity, endeavor, and care that you
gave our sisters in America during the past 16 years! We
also ask that you would not forget them in your new office.
If you come through Munich on your forthcoming trip to
Rome, we invite you to come to our motherhouse where we
would have two small and very simple rooms available for
you.
Finally, recommending our order to your continued
benevolence and requesting your blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
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5072 a:

To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
[ca. June 24, 1875]25

J!M!

Dear Sister Caroline!
We are sending you the enclosed letter of congratulations for Fr. [Francis X.] Krautbauer—now the bishop of
Green Bay. We are not putting it into an envelope because
we do not know his address, and this will save on postage.
Would you kindly see to it that it is forwarded to him.
Fr. [Francis X.] Etschmann arrived and brought the
English rule. Thank you very much! Nevertheless, it is only
the general rule. The most important chapters and precepts
of the entire rule are missing. Have you also presented this
to the bishops in America?
Fr. Etschmann was pastor in Jefferson [County] where
he also had sisters of our order.26 Could you please give us
further information about him? It is very necessary for us
to have this information.27
If only you could give us at least one English teacher for
England! The sisters there write repeatedly and ask for one.
We also hope to be able to give you help soon because the
collapse in Prussia is inevitable.

25. The date of this letter was determined by the date of Documents
5072 and 5073.
26. Fr. Francis X. Etschmann (1818-96), came from Austria to America as a missionary priest in 1848. He served in several parishes in Wisconsin, including St. Henry in Watertown (Jefferson County) where
sisters were missioned from 1857 until 1865. Sisters returned to Watertown on September 1, 1877.
27. “He was profiled as a Tyrolean of imposing stature and high education, an industrious and careful priest, a missionary in the style of
earlier times, who loved his vocation wholeheartedly, but who liked to,
and often did, change his workplace.” Quoted from Kenneth M. Riedl, A
Church Built on the Rock: The 150-Year History of St. Henry’s Catholic
Church, Watertown, Wisconsin, 1853-2003.
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Dear Reverend Mother [M. Theresa] is traveling again.
She sends cordial greetings and asks for prayer.
Praised be Jesus Christ!
The poor,
M. Hermanna [Glink]28
(Autograph, Milwaukee)

5073: To Archbishop John Martin Henni
Milwaukee
J!M!

Munich
June 24, 1875

Your Excellency! Most Reverend Archbishop!
Letters from America tell us that our Holy Father has
raised you to the noble rank of archbishop. We rejoice in the
selection that has been made and take the liberty of sending
you from afar our congratulations on this promotion.
Guided by your pastoral staff, our sisters in your diocese
have been able to live their vocation undisturbed. Under
God’s blessing, your benevolent protection, and your gentle
forbearance with our human frailties, the area of their effectiveness continues to expand.
We express our sincere gratitude for this undeserved
recognition and we ask that you would not withdraw your
benevolence from us in the future. Who knows if we sisters
on this side of the ocean will be driven out of our country by
the injustice of these times and will need to seek refuge in
your archdiocese.
Requesting your blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

28. Sister M. Hermanna Glink was one of Mother Theresa’s assistants.
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5025: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
January 25, [1876]29

J!M!

Dear Sister Caroline!
Fr. [Peter Matthias] Abbelen30 arrived but only stayed
two nights and then hurried off to Vienna so that he would
not miss the pilgrim train.
We were very happy with the photographs that he
brought because they show individual sections of the large
motherhouse, the institute, and the garden. Seeing these,
we are able to place ourselves there in spirit and now understand why so many American priests who visited us
called our motherhouse here a “cricket house.” We also
showed the photos to several priests who would like to see
the entire motherhouse, that is, how the individual parts fit
together, which we also missed. I was happy to see that no
sisters were photographed, and only one is visible in the
background of the courtyard. Surely you gave these photographs to Bishop [Francis X.] Krautbauer as a memento of
his work.

29. The copy of this document that was prepared for the beatification process gives the year as 1875, but the original document in Milwaukee shows 1876, which is confirmed by internal evidence.
30. Peter Matthias Abbelen (1843-1917) was born near Münster in
Germany, arrived in America in 1866, and was ordained in Milwaukee
in 1868. Soon after, he moved to the new diocese of La Crosse, Wisconsin, where he served in several parishes until his health failed. In October 1875, he left for an extended pilgrimage to Rome, Lourdes, and the
Holy Land. After his return to La Crosse in 1876, he was appointed father
spiritual for the School Sisters of Notre Dame in North America, a
position he held until his death on August 24, 1917.
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Performance at St. Mary Institute, Milwaukee

Music in America appears to have become a great concern, because in the pictures of individual groups of boarders, one sees not only pianos but also harps, violins, cellos,
zithers, and guitars. You should not be teaching the last
two instruments because they make the pupils too sentimental. Do not forget, dear Sister Caroline, that Paragraph
10 in the chapter on the vow of chastity in our holy rule allows song and music only in worship of God or for instruction, but never for social entertainment.31
What we noticed even more were the older faces among
the boarders. You should not accept either boarders or day
pupils of that age because it does not do well for an institute. My God, what would our holy founders [Francis Sebastian] Job and [George Michael] Wittmann say if they
would come to us on visitation today—they who were so
steeped in poverty, simplicity, and the religious spirit!

31. “Sisters who understand vocal and instrumental music shall, in
no case, make use of it for social entertainment, merely, for their own
pleasure or that of others, but exclusively for the service of God and for
the instruction of girls in Day and Boarding Schools.” Quoted from Rule
and Constitutions of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters of
Notre Dame, Approved and Confirmed by His Holiness, Pope Pius IX. August 26, A. D. 1865 (Milwaukee: 1888) 43-44.
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Bishop Krautbauer has left you to follow a higher call.
In God’s name! We are happy that he was honored both at
his ordination and at his installation as bishop of Green
Bay.32 Did the sisters attend his ordination? We believe we
already told you that he wrote to us and thanked us for the
vestments.33
How have things been going since then? Is Fr. [John M.]
Gärtner34 still with you, and how do you get along with him?
He is not the man suited to continue this work in the future.
Have you taken any steps to get Fr. [Louis] Hinssen,35 the
pastor from Belleville [Illinois]? A conflict with his diocesan
bishop36 can be expected. God will bring you the priest designated by Divine Providence and we will pray for this intention.
March 10
In your earlier letters, you explained that it was no
longer possible for you to manage the increased work because you cannot make the necessary visits to the missions
that are at such great distances from each other. For this
reason, we submitted a petition to Rome and asked to be allowed to raise our house in Baltimore to a motherhouse as
was originally intended but never carried out due to various
circumstances.
According to what we heard, the archbishop of Baltimore37 was also asked to express his views and spoke in
favor of it. We recently received the official decree, a copy of

32. Bishop Krautbauer was consecrated bishop of Green Bay at St.
John Cathedral in Milwaukee on June 29, 1875. He was installed at St.
Mary’s (Pro-Cathedral) in Green Bay on July 2, 1875.
33. On July 9, 1875, Bishop Krautbauer wrote to Mother Theresa
and stated, among other things, “Mother Caroline fitted me out as bishop
from head to foot and provided every imaginable Mass vestment, etc. It
probably came to $1,500. That is too much. When I expressed my disapproval, I was told, ‘Munich allowed it.’”(Autograph, Munich) 14778
34. After Fr. Krautbauer left Milwaukee, Fr. Gärtner helped in the
motherhouse for a short time.
35. See Document 4974, pp. 106-107.
36. Bishop Baltes
37. Archbishop Bayley
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which is enclosed. We had it copied by our confessor and are
keeping the original here.
Now, dear Sister Caroline, you must help this new house
as much as you can. I know that Sister Mary [Barbara
Weinzierl] has indeed failed, and I have written to her that
she should not have acted without your approval.38 What is
done cannot be undone. We may not give up the work of God
because of the mistakes and imperfection of one person. You
must simply stop any further buying and building so that
you can give money to Baltimore. Perhaps Sister Mary can
pay it back. God has blessed Milwaukee abundantly; now
you must help and support Baltimore until it can stand on
its own feet.
From the very beginning when we went to America, we
placed all our confidence in you and we still have that same
trust in you today. Please do not disappoint us!
According to the plans presented earlier, 26 houses are
assigned to the new motherhouse—the five houses in Baltimore, the two houses in Washington [D.C.], the houses in
Pittsburgh and Allegheny [Pennsylvania], the two houses in
Philadelphia and one in Tacony [Pennsylvania], the two
houses in New York and one in Yorkville [New York], the
two houses in Buffalo [New York], the six houses in
Rochester [New York], and the houses in Newark and Camden [New Jersey].39
Dear Sister Caroline, you must announce this to the
bishops of the respective dioceses. We will write to the sisters of these missions and send the letters to you.40
It would be best if you would summon the superiors of
these houses to Baltimore and then go there yourself in
order to discuss the matter with them, give them necessary
instructions, present Sister Mary to them as superior of the
motherhouse, and have them give their obedience to her.
Then you could read our letter to them and give a copy to
each superior to read to the sisters of each house.
38. See Document 5071, p. 120.
39. The house in Annapolis, Maryland, omitted in this listing, would
bring the total to 26 as indicated.
40. See Document 5141, pp. 132-133.
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On this occasion, you could also conduct the first reception as well as the first profession ceremony for the novices
who have already waited so long. You would have to take
only the most necessary things with you and instruct Sister
Mary for the future. Then the bishops, the clergy, and the
world would see that you get along well together, stand by
one another in love and harmony, and help each other wherever and however possible. Unity gives strength and brings
God’s grace and blessing.
If this is difficult for you, as I believe it may well be, then
you must perform God’s work out of love so that evil tongues
cannot accuse us of selfishness and jealousy.
In Europe, there are motherhouses in Breslau, at the
Brede Convent, and in Temesvár, but they act in greatest
harmony with the generalate and central motherhouse in
Munich. They turn to us with their concerns and doubts and
ask for advice as holy rule prescribes and thus, the blessing
of God rests upon their works.
You, too, dear Sister Caroline, have occasion to rejoice
in God’s blessings. The order in America has 105 houses,
850 sisters, and 90 novices in the novitiate. God has now
given you a new mission. You must exercise your authority
and show all your love in order to support and protect the
second motherhouse in Baltimore, to turn the hearts of the
sisters to good Sister Mary, to instruct them to obey and submit to her, and to help her appoint the personnel in such a
way that the sisters can continue as formerly.
Give Sister Jacobina [Diener] as an assistant to Sister
Mary until we can send further help. Dear Sister Caroline,
please believe that we are not lacking in good will. It is simply impossible for us to provide you with help in the way we
should. In Silesia, four houses have already been closed,
namely, Königshütte, Waldenburg, Streigau, and
Katscher;41 in Baden, three, Münzingen, Steisslingen, and
Hugstetten; in Westphalia, Brakel; in the Rhineland, Hinsbeck; and in Hesse, Orb. Now there is a momentary cease41. Now Chorzów, Wałbrzych, Strzegom, and Kietrz in Poland
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fire in the Kulturkampf, and those houses that were already
notified of impending closure have received directions to
continue until further orders are given.
At the same time, we have been afflicted with so much
illness and death that, even when houses are closed, there
are still not enough sisters available to fill the vacancies.
We have schools without teachers and hardly know how to
help in our own country. Although 30 novices were received
in autumn, five belong to Illyria42 and three to England.
They were only allowed to come here for their novitiate.
New regulations require that the candidates study for
seven to eight years. This robs them of their vitality, and
the very strenuous, sedentary life of study wears on their
health.
We do not mean to complain about these things and we
recognize that God is allowing them to happen. We thought
it necessary, however, to tell you all this in order to give you
a small insight into matters here. I am very aware that
America is asking for one of us to come, and I know this
would be the right time, but dear Sister Caroline, think of
my 78 years. I do not know from one day to the next when
God will come for me, and Sister Margaret [of Cortona
Wiedemann] is the only person who has become acquainted
with everything.
It seems, therefore, that God has chosen you, dear Sister
Caroline, as the instrument to act for me in Baltimore. Do
this with the great fervor of heart and holy zeal, which this
work requires and which you always manifest on such occasions. God can and will compensate in other ways for what
you must sacrifice now. I know that I am asking very much,
but I am convinced that you will not disappoint me in my
hopes and will help Baltimore with personnel and money.
Please write in your next letter how your funds stand
and what you will be able to set aside for Baltimore. The
beginning will be especially difficult because of the debts incurred by dear Sister Mary. God will surely send help again.
42. The area around Gorizia and Gradisca along the Adriatic coast in
what is now Italy
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We wrote to Sister Mary in regard to the candidates who
have waited so long for reception and told her that she may
send six of the more capable ones here so that we could give
them an academic and religious education and train them
for religious life as well as possible. We would receive them
and, after they have professed their vows, send them back to
Baltimore. If you wish to send a few from Milwaukee, we
would also accept them gladly and do whatever we can for
them. While you are still in Baltimore, you could receive the
rest of the candidates, but they must have Sister Mary as
their novice mistress. Be generous in giving her everything
she needs and let us know what you have arranged. We will
pray even more earnestly in the meantime.
Thank you very much for sending the directory so punctually. Yesterday we mailed our printed directory, together
with a picture of St. Thomas Aquinas, this year’s patron.
In the directory, we missed the houses in Watertown,
Beloit, Port Henry, and West Point. Did you have to give
them up?43
We are enclosing a list of our deceased sisters so that you
can also remember them in prayer. You probably did not
know any of them except Sisters Luka [Karl], Martha
[Schröfel], and perhaps Sister Euphrosina [Mayer].44 Both
M. Luka and Martha suffered terribly; the latter’s soles fell
from her feet as one piece of flesh after another fell from her
body. Sister Luka was a miserable sight, more helpless than
a little child, her body entirely curled up and covered with
wounds. In the end, her tongue was paralyzed so that she
could neither speak nor swallow and she was even deprived
of Holy Communion. We hope that neither of them had to
suffer in purgatory.

43. Sisters were withdrawn from St. Bernard’s in Watertown, Wisconsin, in 1872; St. Thomas in Beloit, Wisconsin, in 1871; St. Mary’s in
Henry, Illinois, in 1873; and Assumption of Mary in West Point, Iowa, in
1874.
44. Sisters M. Luka Karl died on August 11, 1875, M. Martha
Schröfel on February 1, 1876, and M. Euphrosina Mayer on June 17,
1875.
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Differences of opinion have completely torn apart our
dear Bavaria. Everything suffers under the pressure and,
unless God intervenes, no one can foresee any help or solution. Pray for us, too! We do not forget you in our hours of
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament; we now have nightly
adoration twice a week.
Write again soon about what has happened! We must all
take responsibility for God’s work. God gave me grace when
I placed you as superior over the older sisters almost 30
years ago45 and they respected you and were submissive to
you. I hope that God will give you the same grace in the
difficult tasks facing you. Pray about it! Praised be Jesus
Christ!
M. Th. of J.
5133: To Cardinal Antonino Saverio de Luca
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
February 2, 1876

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . Recently we received the decree from the Sacred Congregation giving us permission to raise our house in Baltimore to a motherhouse.46 Please accept the expression of our
sincere gratitude for the gracious approval of our petition! Unfortunately, the decree came a few days too late to
45. According to the entry in the Baltimore Chronicle for July 17,
1848, the sisters solemnly renewed their vows and promised to remain in
union with the motherhouse in Munich. Then Mother Theresa appointed
Sister M. Seraphine von Pronath as superior, Sister M. Magdalena
Steiner to take charge of the household, Sister Mary Barbara Weinzierl
as superior in Pittsburgh, and Sister M. Caroline as prefect of the schools.
Mother Theresa then began her journey back to Munich. On October 10,
1850, Sister M. Caroline was appointed “General Vicar of the Order of
the German School Sisters in North America.”
46. See Barbara Brumleve, SSND, ed., The Letters of Mother Caroline Friess (Winona: St. Mary’s Press, 1991) 188-190 for Mother Caroline’s announcement of the content of this decree.
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be included in this year’s directory, so we are holding it for
the Directory for the Year 1877.
Our motherhouse in Milwaukee is suffering the great
loss of its confessor, Fr. [Francis X.] Krautbauer, who was
appointed bishop of Green Bay and has already left the sisters in order to take up his episcopal duties. Since the choice
of his successor in Milwaukee is of very serious consequence,
you will not take it amiss when we recommend this intention to your prayers. . . .47
5141: To All the Sisters
Eastern States

Central Motherhouse in Munich

Death Anniversary of our Founder Michael Wittmann
March 8, 1876
Dear Sisters!
You have already received the information from Milwaukee that for years we intended to establish a second
motherhouse in Baltimore. Venerable Sister Caroline
[Friess] told us that it was no longer possible for her to visit
and care for the many houses that were founded with God’s
help. For this reason, we asked the Holy Father for permission to establish a second motherhouse in Baltimore. We
received this permission a few days ago.
Having contacted Sister Caroline,48 we make this announcement to all the sisters and declare that, from now on,
the sisters in the houses in Baltimore, Washington [DC],
Pittsburgh, Allegheny [Pennsylvania], Philadelphia, Tacony
[Pennsylvania], New York, Yorkville [New York], Buffalo
[New York], Rochester [New York], Newark and Camden
[New Jersey]49 are subject to the motherhouse in Baltimore
and will have recourse to it in all their concerns. They will
also send their small savings, accounts, and so forth to the
47. This document can be found in its entirety in Volume 15 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
48. See Document 5025, pp. 124-131.
49. The house in Annapolis, Maryland, was also listed in the official
document.

1875—1876

133

motherhouse as stated in Paragraph 27 of the chapter in our
holy rule on superiors [sic].50
We have appointed Sister Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] superior of the new motherhouse, and we are certain that she
will accept the sisters with motherly kindness and help
them as much as possible.
On the other hand, we expect that all the sisters concerned will show the superior of the new motherhouse the
respect, love, trust, and submission that will testify to the
fact that, walking in the light of faith, they recognize God’s
representative in their superior. They will also support her
with prayer, which she now needs in double measure because, in addition to the great responsibility she bears, the
office of superior involves much suffering and worry. Pray
that she will be able to exercise her difficult office, not with
tears but with joy, for her own consolation and mine, and
for the benefit of all the sisters involved!
I think that your response to this letter will justify the
confidence I place in you.
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
5198: To All the Sisters
Eastern States

Central Motherhouse in Munich
November 16, 1876
J!M!

Dear Sisters!
Your response to my letter of March 851 arrived and I can
see that you are walking in the light of faith and convinced
of the truth that God rules through your superiors.

50. There is no mention of this in Part IV, Chapter III, Superiors of
the Motherhouse and Sisters Superior, Rule and Constitutions of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame, Approved and
Confirmed by His Holiness, Pope Pius IX. August 26, A. D. 1865 (Milwaukee: 1888) 122-133.
51. See Document 5141, pp. 132-133.
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You submitted to the order given, although it cost many
of you a difficult sacrifice because, as I noted, you appreciate
M. Caroline’s [Friess] gifts and you trust her completely.
This makes me happy but, on the other hand, I can assure
you that the other sisters who accompanied me to America
29 years ago were no less an inspiration to me.
M. Caroline was the youngest of all the sisters when I
introduced her to them as their superior before I left America [sic].52 They submitted to her in all humility and faithful resignation and continued to give her childlike obedience.
Dear Sisters, imitate this example now so that M. Caroline
may also experience in you the joy that was mine because of
the good spirit that animated the sisters.
I quietly thanked God when I read your letters and saw
that you recognize with complete conviction how right it was
to hold together in the spirit of our holy rule, fidelity, and
unity so as not to fall victim to the American conditions.
Rome also wants to maintain this unity, which is why it did
not allow a second generalate53 for America.
It seems, however, that you do not quite grasp the relationship of the new motherhouse. You certainly may turn to
M. Caroline in personal, interior matters now and then, just
as the sisters from the motherhouses in Hungary, Silesia, and
Westphalia turn to us here. In all other matters, however,
such as inquiries by young women, appointments, and really,
all the points stated in holy rule, you must now turn to Baltimore. Then the structure will develop that is established
by the holy Catholic Church and our Holy Rule: Paragraphs
9, 10, 11, 15, and 16 in the chapter on poverty; Paragraph 6
in the chapter on silence; Paragraph 3 in the chapter on attire; Paragraphs 4 and 9 on the deceased sisters; and Paragraph 8 on education. Moreover, you must send the annual
accounts and any surplus funds to Baltimore.
It would be the most loving expression of your gratitude
to M. Caroline if she would hear that all the sisters who belong to the new motherhouse were good members of the
52. See Footnote 45, p. 131.
53. See Footnote 13, p. 49.
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order who live faithfully in accordance with the spirit of
their holy founders.
M. Caroline herself designated the houses for the new
province because of their geographic location. She asked to
be released from some of her duties because she was no
longer able to manage all of them.
Let us therefore accept in all humility and resignation
what Divine Providence has ordained! You will see for yourselves that Mother Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] means just as
well as M. Caroline does and that M. Jacobina [Diener] is at
her side as a faithful helper in word and deed.
I hope that the next letters that I receive from you from
time to time will tell me that the initial pain is over and that
you see things in a gentler light. Nevertheless, I was happy
to read the open, candid, and childlike words of your last letters. Let us forget ourselves so that we can seek only the
honor and glory of God and the good of our order! May Mary,
the most holy and powerful Mother of Our Order, implore this grace for us from her Divine Son!
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
5205 a:

To Archbishop James Roosevelt Bayley
Baltimore

Munich

December 7, 1876
Most Reverend Archbishop! Your Excellency!
Your letter of November 16 arrived on December 554 and
I venture to respond as follows:
54. On November 16, 1876, Archbishop Bayley wrote to Mother
Theresa, demanding that “either Mother Jacobina or Sister Clara [Heuck]
would be installed in place of Mother Mary” and “Sister Clarissa [Schutte]
in place of Sister Ildephonsa [Wegman].” He prefaced this with the statement, “As archbishop, I demand that the following be carried out; otherwise, I do not want to have anything more to do with the Sisters of Notre
Dame. . . . It is beyond a doubt that if my positive demand is not satisfied, there will be great scandals and the collapse of discipline in various
houses.” (Autograph, Munich) 14779
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After permission arrived from Rome to raise the house in
Baltimore to a motherhouse, I wrote to M. Caroline [Friess]
and asked her to go to Baltimore in order to clarify the matter with you in person.55 Unfortunately, that was impossible because you were ill at the time and unavailable for an
appointment. Please do not take it amiss if I venture to
make a few remarks in order to shed light on the situation.
When Mother Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] was transferred
to St. Louis in 1869, Archbishop [Martin John] Spalding
wrote a personal letter from the [Vatican] Council in Rome
on December 31, stating that I should order Mother Mary
to return to Baltimore as soon as possible.56 This request—
in addition to the fact that Mother Mary has been in Baltimore ever since we came to America 30 years ago and knows
the conditions there in every detail—induced me to appoint
Mother Mary as the superior of the new motherhouse. At
the same time, I called M. Jacobina [Diener] to help her so
that in her capacity as assistant, she could become familiar
with everything and later succeed Mother Mary as superior.
Our plans were communicated to the sisters on the missions assigned to the new motherhouse.57 All of them wrote
in faithful, humble submission and assured us that they recognize the necessity of this step and see Divine Providence
in it. We rejoiced in the good spirit that the sisters expressed. This type of change, however, never happens without every kind of feeling being aroused—and occasionally
with every kind of intrigue as well.
Since you expressed your definite will, I will not hesitate
in the least to declare immediately that M. Jacobina is the
superior of the new motherhouse and Sister Clarissa
[Schutte] is Sister Ildephonsa’s successor. According to the
reports I received, M. Caroline would have sent Sister Ildephonsa from Baltimore at once if Ildephonsa herself had not
thought she was needed because of the accounts.
It caused me great sorrow to hear the magnificent description of the new institute building in Govanstown [Mary55. See Document 5025, p. 127.
56. See Footnote 2, p. 45.
57. See Document 5141, pp. 132-133.
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land]. It does not agree with the simplicity that our blessed
founders so often impressed upon us and that we always
practiced. I even went so far as to give the directive to M.
Caroline to try to sell the building to another party.58 It is
far better to have no institute at all than one that contradicts the principles that have been passed down to us.
Please do not take it amiss that I have presented my
views with such openness and frankness. I was consoled by
the news that you share our views and I hope that under
your episcopal protection, everything will progress well.
Requesting your blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
(Typescript, Munich) 14780

5208: To Fr. Peter Matthias Abbelen
Milwaukee
Motherhouse in Munich
December 23, 1876
J!M!
Very Reverend Confessor!
We learned in a letter from M. Caroline [Friess], the superior of our motherhouse in Milwaukee, that you consented
to assume the position in the motherhouse formerly held by
Bishop [Francis X.] Krautbauer.
We prayed for a long time, fervently recommending this
intention to the heart of the Divine Redeemer, and we owe
deep gratitude to the bishops who spoke for us and released
you to serve us.
In addition to our cordial welcome, we would also like to
recommend the work of God in America to your loving care,
that is, the formation of our candidates into capable and devout School Sisters. They are our rising generation on
whom everything depends. May you lead them to perfection
in accordance with their holy vocation and the example of
Jesus, our model! At the same time, I must also ask for your
58. A document with this directive has not been found.
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patience with a number of failings in those entrusted to your
care. While we hope in God that there is no lack of good will
among the candidates, encouragement and support now and
then will be necessary for their perseverance.
If the Kulturkampf continues and the Lord does not
make our enemies his footstool,59 perhaps we will still come
to America.
It was a significant act of Divine Providence that you received the name Matthias in holy baptism. It appears that
you were predestined by God for this apostolic office in our
religious community because Fr. Siegert, our father
spiritual who was recommended to us by our holy founders,
also bears the name Matthias. He persevered with us for
more than 40 years, sharing both our sorrows and our joys.
Requesting your remembrance at the holy Sacrifice of
the Mass and assuring you of our prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Ther. of Jesus
General Superior

59. See Psalm 110:1.
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5228: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee
Motherhouse in Munich
March 3, 1877
J!M!
Dear Sister Caroline!
Your letter of February 10 from Govanstown arrived
today, and I can certainly understand why you have much
sadness and worry. We have been very concerned about
Baltimore of late, but had no idea that things are as painful
as you described in your last letter.1
We placed all our trust in Sister Jacobina [Diener] and
now we see ourselves bitterly disappointed. There were
great errors of judgment on both sides. What could dear Jacobina have hoped for in complaining to Fr. [Thaddeus] Anwander? She had to know that he could not remedy the
situation. Sister Jacobina went to Baltimore as an assistant
and therefore she should have taken the right path, spoken
directly to Mother Mary [Barbara Weinzierl], and told her
what she must stop doing. If there was no response, she
1. A copy of Mother Caroline’s letter has not been found. According
to the chronicle from St. James, Baltimore, “after four months, a notice
was received from the generalate appointing Sister M. Jacobina provincial in place of Mother Mary [Barbara Weinzierl], who, it was claimed,
was too old.” Mother Caroline arrived in Baltimore on February 6, 1877,
“with Mother Jacobina, who had been called to Milwaukee in order to settle the matter. When Mother Caroline arrived, she found Mother Mary
very ill. . . . but God mercifully spared her life. Mother Caroline went to
Govanstown and, after examining the situation, she found that things
were quite different from what had been reported. . . . The community
would not acknowledge Mother Jacobina as their provincial and Mother
Caroline sent her back to New Orleans. On February 10, Mother Caroline wrote to Munich and placed the whole situation before the generalate.”
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should have turned to Milwaukee or here. It is conceivable
that she not only wrote to the Redemptorists but also complained orally to them.
I thought that dear Mother Mary would have acted more
prudently than to divulge the contents of a letter we considered confidential, but we did advise her to speak frankly
and openly with Sister Jacobina about it. That is a sad proof
of what happens when a person does not stand face-to-face
with God and does not seek the honor and glory of God with
an undivided heart.
It is easy to comprehend why the sisters are upset if they
experience these kinds of incidents and why they no longer
trust M. Jacobina. The sisters’ remark that they want to be
governed by one of their own and not by a Redemptorist gives
me consolation and is evidence of a true religious spirit, dedication to the order, and efforts toward submission in obedience. Their further remark, however, that they have doubts
about the general superior’s principles, proves that they were
not properly instructed about what was happening.
What should we do? You know what we wrote to you
about the new motherhouse superior and that we sent Sister Jacobina to Baltimore so that she could later assume
Mother Mary’s position.2 Then we received a letter from the
archbishop in which he stated in forceful language that
Mother Mary is completely incapable of being motherhouse
superior and suggested M. Jacobina for this position and M.
Clarissa [Schutte] as director of the institute.3 Perhaps it
would have been better if he had expressed his wishes to us
in French. It seems that Fr. Anwander had already influenced the archbishop. Enclosed with the archbishop’s letter was an unsigned sheet on which the writer urgently
pleaded that we comply with the will of the archbishop this
time. He supported his request with the remark that he was

2. A letter to Mother Caroline with this information has not been
found. See Document 5205 a, pp. 135-137, addressed to Archbishop Bayley, which expresses the same intent.
3. See Footnote 54, p. 135.
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a friend of the order who had provided it with 60 to 70 good
members.4 We were happy that he did not propose anyone
else besides Sister Jacobina, whom we ourselves had appointed earlier.
We responded that we were in agreement with the archbishop.5
We thought that Mother Mary had taken our advice and
spoken with M. Jacobina about the business of the letter and
that everything was reconciled and in order again.
Then we wrote to Mother Mary, simply stating that we
were removing her heavy burden as she herself had requested, and asked her to settle everything further there.
We mailed this letter at the same time we wrote to you.6 We
cannot understand how the two letters reached their destination so differently. Sisters Clara [Heuck], Gisela [Betzold], and Benno [Rudl] also wrote about their sadness at
the change of superiors. Sister Jacobina wrote about the
disorders she had found. Mother Mary thanked me already
on January 11 for being relieved of her office.
You can imagine, dear Sister Caroline, what a blow it was
for us when we received your letter of February 10! If the letter in question was lost in the mail—or however it happened—then we have to recognize it as Divine Providence.
What do we do now? After the endurance of such great trials,
things have to go better from now on. Otherwise, both the
spiritual and temporal authorities will lose faith in us.
Although I do not want to doubt that you made a good
choice earlier when you sent Sister Bonaventure [Wagner]
to Baltimore as superior, the fact that Archbishop [Martin
John] Spalding wrote from the [Vatican] Council in Rome
and demanded Mother Mary back again makes me wonder
4. Archbishop Bayley signed the German translation of his letter.
In an unsigned enclosure, the writer indicated that he was asked to
translate the archbishop’s letter and then proceeded to describe the situation as he saw it and to urge Mother Theresa to comply with Archbishop Bayley’s request. He did not mention Sister Jacobina, but spoke
only of Mother Mary. (Autograph, Munich) 14773
5. See Document 5205 a, pp. 135-137.
6. Neither of these two letters has been located.
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if it really is God’s will that Sister Bonaventure return as
motherhouse superior. On the other hand, I cannot agree to
appointing Sister Clara because she lacks knowledge of the
world and the ability to judge character, which a sister in
such a position needs.
Even before reading your letter and finding that you
mentioned Sister Theophila [Bauer],7 we had agreed that
she was the most suitable person. Right from the beginning,
I wanted to appoint Sister Theophila before I mentioned Sister Jacobina, but the same considerations that you mentioned kept me from taking her from the Milwaukee
Motherhouse. Nevertheless, does not the fact that you, dear
Sister Caroline, have the same thoughts and views as mine
in this regard show that this is coming from God? Since M.
Theophila trained and formed all those sisters in the candidature, she knows them thoroughly and will not need to win
their trust. She was always in closest communication with
you and came from our central motherhouse here, so I think
it would be the surest way to shape the relationship between
Baltimore, Milwaukee, and the generalate that I desired.
I am also in agreement that Sister Pacifica [Zeis] should
go to Govanstown as director of the institute.
I know very well that the transfer of Sister Theophila
will be keenly felt in Milwaukee, but who can fight against
God’s decrees? We wanted to spare you, and now it is happening anyway. If we do not heed this sign from God, who
knows—perhaps Sister Theophila will become ill or even die.
Then we would have two vacancies with no one to fill them.
Would Sister Bonaventure or Sister Clara be capable of taking Sister Theophila’s place in the candidature?
Both in the candidature and in the institute, you must
arrange to have professors for specialized subjects as we
have here for pedagogy, history, chemistry, French, English,
Italian, drawing, music, and physical exercise. Then one
sister can teach the other subjects and more easily keep up

7. Sister M. Theophila was the prefect of candidates in Milwaukee.
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with character formation. Of course, it is expensive. We already feel it, but the prevailing circumstances of our times
demand it. Trust in God!
You sent Sister Jacobina back to New Orleans. The dear
sister has only injured herself, so we cannot help her further—perhaps she will fit best of all in her former position.
Sister Pelagia [Decker] is in Annapolis—that is also
right. In order to remedy things again, you should take Sister Ildephonsa [Wegman] to Milwaukee because she shows
a childlike affection for you. Perhaps the grace of God will
move her—if she herself does not put new obstacles in the
way.
If you would be able to satisfy dear Mother Mary, I
would be very grateful. She is to be pitied. She has the best
heart and the best intentions, but she does not have the
strength required to stand up to some characters. If this
talk is so widespread in Baltimore—as I myself could easily
gather from some comments made by women from America
who visited us—then a new and good foundation must be
laid.
From the explanations in our last letters with regard to
the institute building in Govanstown, you will have already
seen that it cannot be called “our work” because we did not
even get a detailed building plan. However, if even greater
amounts of money are demanded for it, it will be impossible
for the sisters to see their way through with a debt of
$350,000. I am unable to determine precisely whether and
when you can and should sell it or what the risks might be.
I will leave it up to you because the details will only arise out
of the negotiations. We put our trust in you, dear M. Caroline, that you will settle everything in the best manner possible.
If only you could go to the archbishop and speak with
him! It would certainly be a reassurance for you and for me.
We are sending you the rule books. Unfortunately, the
directory is incorrect this year because we did not receive
the list of personnel from Baltimore on time.
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Now we must close so that we can mail this letter because, according to what you said, you must wait in Baltimore for an answer. Since March 8 is the death anniversary
of our Fr. [George Michael] Wittmann, we want to pray in
particular that God will let us continue to work in his spirit.
May God strengthen, enlighten, and bless you!
Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
5230: To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee
J!M!

Munich Motherhouse
March 10, 1877

Dear Sister Mary Caroline!
When your letter of February 18 arrived, I sent a sigh of
gratitude to God because I could see from its contents that
the same spirit inspires those who are at the helm and continues to direct God’s work on both sides of the ocean.
I must admit that I delayed for a long time before I had
the heart to call Sister Theophila [Bauer] to be the superior
of the Baltimore Motherhouse, and it was only after much
prayer and careful consideration that I could make the decision to do so. Then your letter of February 18 arrived in
which you asked for permission to send Sister Theophila to
Baltimore and supported your request with the same reasons that were included in my letter of March 3.8 The hand
of God is unmistakable.
Therefore, make the necessary arrangements and introduce the commendable sister to the archbishop9 as the new
motherhouse superior. If he wants to call her “superior” or
“provincial,” it is all the same to us. We cannot prescribe
anything in this regard for him, but the members of the
order, the sisters, must stay with the title stipulated by holy
rule.
8. See Document 5228, pp. 139-142.
9. Archbishop Bayley
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The Sacred Congregation in Rome spoke out directly
against a vicariate in America as we had proposed and said
that there can only be motherhouses in America that remain
united with the generalate, just as they do in Europe. In the
words of the Church authorities, “A vicariate or provincialate would endanger unity.” Sister Theophila will pay as
little attention to the title as you would, dear Sister Caroline.
Enclosed is the confirmation of the superior for Milwaukee and her four assistants, including the two new ones.
You need only entrust them with their particular responsibilities and divide the tasks that will come to them according to their qualities and abilities. In the absence of the
superior, one of the assistants is to take her place in religious and community exercises. The second assistant will
be in charge of the educational institutes, the third will take
care of property and the accounts, and the fourth will handle the correspondence.
Are you thinking of transferring Mother Mary [Barbara
Weinzierl] to Milwaukee? If the turmoil is now resolved,
perhaps you could still meet with the archbishop and allow
Mother Mary to say goodbye to him. Without a doubt, it will
be a great strain for her, but perhaps you can excuse it because of illness.
Since various parties seem to have influenced the archbishop, he acquired some erroneous concepts and preconceived opinions about our order that I would be happy to
take from him. A personal conversation would be the easiest and surest way for this to happen. If he still appreciates
the sisters’ achievements and methods of teaching, I will be
grateful to God because then he will be approachable. If he
resists the sale of the institute building, then he should bring
us benefactors who will ease the burden of debt!
In our prayer, we will recommend Sister Ildephonsa
[Wegman] to God so that she will be enlightened and won
over again. It appears that a closed mind predominates and
that holier sentiments are not allowed to develop because of
her cold disposition. Moreover, I cannot blame her if she became mentally disturbed. The recent events into which she
was imprudently drawn were enough to bring it about. If
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you cannot remove the poor sister from Govanstown before
the end of the school year, then you must appeal to the archbishop. It appears that dear Mother Mary allowed her to act
too openly and too freely, and Sister Ildephonsa led Mother
Mary to do things that were against her heart and her
better judgment.
Stay in Baltimore, however, as long as necessity demands—until everything is in order and there is peace and
quiet. In the meantime, God will continue to help in Milwaukee.
Write to us immediately about your discussion with the
archbishop, or rather, how you broke the news about the
new motherhouse superior and what reasons you gave to
support this manner of acting. We must also make an announcement from here. Later we can base our letter to him
on the information that you send us.
Please tell us how many rule books and explanatory
booklets you need so that we can assemble them.
Fr. [Matthias] Siegert thanks you very much for your
good wishes and asks for prayer. He is aging considerably
and has been suffering more or less for a long time.
How is it going with Fr. [Peter Matthias] Abbelen?
Heartfelt greetings to the sisters, both in Baltimore and
in Milwaukee! They should not forget us in their prayers
either.
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
J!M!
Declaration
The generalate hereby appoints and confirms Sisters M.
Seraphine von Pronath, M. Emmanuela Schmid, M. Seraphica Mitchell, and M. Ernesta Funke as assistants in the
motherhouse in Milwaukee.
Munich, March 10, 1877
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
M. Th. of J.
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Munich Motherhouse
June 30, 1877

Dear Sister Mary Caroline!
The first half of the year 1877 brought you many sorrows, crosses, and sufferings, which we can see very well
from your letters. We acknowledge that it was an exceptionally difficult situation for you, and it was only natural
that we would feel with you and worry about you.
It is all God’s work, whether on this side of the ocean or
that, but God gave you grace and insight. You were able to
arrange everything to bring about the honor of God’s holy
name, the well-being of the order, the salvation of each sister involved, and satisfaction on the part of the authorities.
The good Redemptorists should let this last incident be
a lesson and come to the realization that it is never good
when priests interfere in the governing of houses of women
religious. With the single exception of Fr. [John N.] Neumann of blessed memory, who looked after us in a pastoral
manner and with prudent charity, the good priests have
given me trouble from the beginning.
Sister Clara [Heuck] is now the superior at St. James,
and I am very happy that dear Sister Mary [Barbara
Weinzierl] can remain in Baltimore. She is happy and humble because the burden she bore for so long was lifted from
her, and Sister Clara lovingly accepts her, respects her, and
holds her in high regard.
If Sister Clarissa [Schutte] is not suitable as an assistant,
then Sister Theophila [Bauer] should suggest another sister
who would be right for this office, one who knows all the sisters. God grant that Sister Clara, as superior and novice mistress, and Sister Margaret Alacoque [Renwick], as prefect of
candidates, form their young people in the spirit of our holy
founders! Nevertheless, you still have an influence on them
because they are the products of your guidance.
It may be of special significance that M. Theophila was
installed as superior of the new motherhouse on the feast of
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the Annunciation, the feast on which she arrived in Baltimore 29 years ago.10 Moreover, I can well imagine that all
the sisters cordially welcomed her as the new superior and
are attached to her. It is also good that you immediately visited some of the houses with her. If only the sisters would
stop turning to outsiders for advice or consultation—either
in person or in writing. Those who do, always go astray.
Since you could not sell the institute at Govanstown or
even Montrose next door,11 we think that God has the wisest plans for them—and perhaps God will help you get out
of debt in other ways. To be sure, $20,000 is no small
amount of interest. Nevertheless, if you house the candidates in Montrose, the building also has a good purpose. Are
you conducting a separate household there or is the cooking
done in Govanstown? This secluded house would have been
more appropriate for a novitiate, but because Sister Clara
must hold the three positions of superior, assistant, and
novice director, it certainly would have been impossible to
take her from St. James. The quiet seclusion will also be
good for the candidates when they are studying. May they
go forth from there strengthened in mind and body!
Was it due to carelessness that it is now impossible to
exterminate the moths from the expensive furniture in Govanstown? That is serious damage!
We will pray that the financial ruin suffered by the Wegman family will open the blind Sister Ildephonsa’s eyes. If
she is now afflicted with eye trouble, she might see it as a
sign of God’s displeasure with her past activity. Of course,
it is doubly painful if a sister who owes her entire livelihood
to the order turns her back on it. The spirit of pride and arrogance often dries up the fountain of grace. God help us!

10. The second missionary group of sisters, including Sister M.
Theophila, arrived in Baltimore shortly before midnight on March 24,
1848. Since Palm Sunday fell on March 25 in 1877, the feast of the Annunciation was celebrated on April 9.
11. Montrose, a mansion close to the new institute in Govanstown,
was purchased in 1873. After Sister M. Theophila moved the motherhouse to Govanstown in 1877, Montrose was used for the candidature.
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We feel very sorry for the archbishop if he is suffering so
much from what may be cancer of the stomach. Judging
from his photograph, he still seems rather young and robust.12
Is the political situation in the eastern provinces quiet
again?13
Bishops [Rupert] Seidenbusch and [Peter Joseph] Baltes
did not visit us, but Bishop [Francis X.] Krautbauer came
and stayed eight days.14 He went to his home now where he
will also administer the Sacrament of Confirmation in July.
He will do the same in Neunburg vorm Wald, Stamsried,
and Roding where he will be received with all possible signs
of honor and joy. He also went to Prague and Vienna. He is
very unassuming and trustful, as you said, and is still attached to the order and his sisters. He presented your request but, unfortunately, we had to reply that we are unable
to give you sisters now and will not be able to until the Kulturkampf has devastated Bavaria as well. The signs are at
hand! Then it could happen that we would have to take too
great an advantage of your offer of hospitality. Our greatest worry now is the realization that we should go to other
countries but lack the personnel to do it.
Our ranks have been thinned by death. You still knew
Sisters Johanna Jochner and Dominica Feiler. The former
had a blood tumor that broke and the doctor said an operation was necessary. We had to put her into a private room
in the general hospital where she died as a result of the operation.15 For years, Sister Dominica had a very swollen
knee that suddenly broke open this year. She died three
days later.16

12. Archbishop Bayley died in Newark on October 3, 1877, at the age
of 63.
13. The reference is unclear. Provinces may have referred to the
eastern states.
14. On April 17, 1877, Bishop Krautbauer left for his first and only
visit in Europe, which lasted until August of the same year. He was born
in Mappach near Bruck in Bavaria.
15. Sister M. Johanna Jochner died in Munich on June 4, 1877.
16. Sister M. Dominica Feiler died in Amberg on June 11, 1877.
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Sister Willibalda Deischer has been suffering from
dropsy since October and, if God does not work a miracle,
she will also die.17
You mourned the loss of another capable teacher, Sister
M. Damasia.18
We could not believe that Fr. [John M.] Gärtner would
follow his niece in death so soon.19
If Fr. [Peter Matthias] Abbelen is so sickly and weak,
you will have to allow him to live in the convent. We have
already decided that after Fr. [Matthias] Siegert is no longer
here, we will not provide rooms in the building for a priest.
The arrangement has many advantages, but it is much better to pay him a salary so that he can live in a respectable
apartment near the convent.
You are taking Sister Josephine Fenne only for the candidature in Milwaukee.20
We are sending the rule books you requested.
Let us pray for one another! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
5267: To Mother M. Theophila Bauer
Baltimore

Motherhouse
June 30, 1877

J!M!

Dear Sister Theophila!
You have been at your new post since April 9, the day
when the feast of the Annunciation was celebrated this year
and the same feast on which you saw Baltimore for the first
17. Sister M. Willibald Deischer died in Munich-Au at the age of 50
on September 21, 1877.
18. Sister M. Damasia Quan died in Milwaukee on May 5, 1877. See
Barbara Brumleve, SSND, ed., The Letters of Mother Caroline Friess,
SSND (Winona: St. Mary’s Press, 1991) 204-205.
19. Fr. Gärtner died on March 3, 1877. See Document 5071, p. 117.
20. After Sister M. Theophila was called to Baltimore, Sister M.
Josephine Fenne was director of candidates in Milwaukee for about six
months, after which Sister Marianne Haas was appointed to this position.
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time 29 years ago. I was happy to gather from your letters
that you already feel at home with the new and yet old sisters, all of whom you knew from the candidature.
Your burden is certainly great. The demands made on
you are heavy—but for the reasons already given, they are
easier for you than they would be for anyone else. You, yourself, could testify that the sisters are satisfied with you, just
as you are with them. This makes your assignment easier.
Perhaps God will give the grace yet to break Sister Ildephonsa’s [Wegman] proud disposition. God is already sending help by afflicting her with eye trouble and letting her
family become so impoverished. Pray much for her, but if it
does not go well, Sister Caroline [Friess] will take her from
you.
From what I could gather from the reports, M. Caroline
has already helped you by allocating everything well. If Sister Clarissa [Schutte] is not suitable as an assistant, then
suggest another sister who, in your opinion, would be the
right person. On the other hand, who knows if the confidence that was shown M. Clarissa by giving her this office
will not bind her closer to you and deepen her fidelity to the
order? In any case, this position requires tried and tested
souls.
Take a great interest in the candidature, which you
transferred to Montrose and named the Theresianum,22 especially if Sister Margaret Alacoque [Renwick] is inclined to
flare up, so that this passion that rouses such unpleasantness in school does not go over to the young people. We hope
that St. Theresa will fill the new house with qualified young
women very soon so that you will be able to meet the needs
on the missions. I am completely satisfied that the candidates are now living in a separate building. It is not good for
them to pray morning and evening prayers with the sisters
because they should hear and learn them only after reception. Then it makes a far deeper impression on them. Moreover, some candidates still return to the world.
21

21. See Footnote 10, p. 148.
22. See Footnote 11, p. 148.
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If we can ever help you with good advice, it will always
come from the heart. It may well be that God destined you,
dear Sister Theophila, to go to Baltimore in order to keep
the houses and sisters in the East united and connected with
the generalate, just as M. Caroline did in the West. Our
strength lies in this unity, and as long as the sisters adhere
to this unity, God’s blessing will not fail.
We were very happy and greatly consoled when we saw
from the sisters’ letters that they are imbued with the spirit
of the order. We trust that your loyal attachment to the
order will inspire you to do all in your power to maintain
and constantly revitalize this spirit. Baltimore was our first
mission and our first novitiate in the New World.
God will also help you pay off the debt.23 After all, God
promised to give everything if we strive for justice and the
reign of God.
I also entrust Mother Mary [Barbara Weinzierl] to you.
Give her motherly care in her old age24 and the infirmities of
her fragile body. God will reward you!
Pray for us as we do for you! Heartfelt greetings to the
Sisters!
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.
5303: To Mother M. Theophila Bauer
Baltimore

Munich
November 14, 1877

J!M!

Dear Sister Theophila!
The new motherhouse in Baltimore shows strength in
an unexpected manner. You led the 19 candidates to the
23. According to Document 5228, p. 143, the debt on the property
and new institute building in Govanstown was $350,000. For an account
of the purchases and debts on the property as of 1879, see Barbara Brumleve, SSND, ed., The Letters of Mother Caroline Friess (Winona: St.
Mary’s Press, 1991) 230-231.
24. Sister Mary Weinzierl was 66 at the time.
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altar and gave them the habit on August 16 and you received 36 postulants into the novitiate on October 15. We
cherish only one wish, that they all will mature to the honor
and benefit of the order and, by their example, draw others
to fill the places left empty by their reception.
There certainly are advantages in having the candidature in one building, the so-called Theresianum, which is
separate from the institute and novitiate. Nevertheless, I
also agree with the order from Mother Caroline [Friess] that
the candidates should not have their own household, but
should share it with the boarders.
I would also like to call your attention to the fact that it
is difficult to have two different novitiate groups in one year.
We learned this by experience and decided to have reception
and profession only once a year—during vacation—because
this consistency has its advantages. Take this seriously and
let those who still do not fully grasp the spirit of the order repeat the novitiate!
The list of all the houses and sisters in the East arrived,
but you should have sent the list giving the names of the
candidates for reception one month before the celebration.
We will send our directory as soon as it comes out in
print. Your handwritten directory arrived the day before
yesterday and we thank you very much. In some ways, however, it is incomplete. St. James in Baltimore does not list a
single sister, but only the 12 boarders and 70 day students.
At the beginning of the directory, the individual schools are
not listed in chronological order, and neither boarders nor
sisters are listed under Govanstown. Once again, neither
the Theresianum with the number of candidates nor the
Chronological Sketches, which are always of greatest interest to us, were included. Perhaps you could still send us
something—but very soon!
Since we will draw the yearly patron after Communion
only on January 1, we cannot include the name here. In its
place, however, we are sending you the names of the deceased sisters that were not on a previous list and whom we
recommend to your prayers—and the deceased novices to
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the prayers of your novices. Did Sisters Clemens and
Alphonsa also die?25
On the advice of Bishop [Francis X.] Krautbauer, rule
books and notebooks have been sent through Pustet.26 If you
have not already received them, you should have them soon.
Since Bishop Krautbauer has been absent from his diocese
for a long time, I can well understand that he would be longing to return home. To the great delight of our boarders, he
presented them with the goblet he received at his welcome
in Milwaukee when he stopped there.
Thank you very much for the prayers and best wishes
you sent for October 15. In our times, we need the prayers
of the sisters more than ever.
From your letters I could gather that your life is also
rather eventful. This comes with the new office, but God will
provide you with grace if you ask for it in humility. Diligently call upon the Holy Spirit for grace and assistance in
order to do what is right in all things. Do not do anything
hastily. Be faithful in consulting with M. Caroline who has
had great experience and can give you good help—especially
now in the beginning. In other words, stand firm in Jesus
and in the power of the Spirit so that you will not allow petitions and presentations or complaints, prejudice, and preferences to influence you to do or command things that you
will later regret.
It also seems, dear Sister Theophila, that you have had
a few bitter experiences. You wrote on September 6, “All the
sisters have the best intention,” but then on October 20 you
complained that there are also “stiff-necked” souls among
them. Among so many sisters, unfortunately, there are all
kinds of characters, but God will help if you trust in the
blessing of obedience with which you stated your willingness to accept this demanding office. Then, according to
the words of the saintly Thomas à Kempis, “Victory will be
yours.”
25. Sister M. Clemens Goldbeck died in Annapolis on August 12,
1877, and Sister M. Alphonsa Löwenkamp died in Baltimore on April 5,
1878.
26. Pustet Publishing Company in Regensburg
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The news of God’s visible protection and help in obtaining a steam engine at little cost to pump water to the hill
was especially consoling to me. Since a lack of water is the
most difficult thing that can happen in an institute, we
thank God and St. Joseph that it turned out that way. This
good and faithful manager of the house will also help you
out of your financial difficulties by blessing the cash boxes
on the missions so that they will be able to send you their
contributions. Perhaps St. Joseph will also obtain something for you from the Louis Mission Society. Unfortunately, we do not know any of the priests now. Archbishop
Gregory von Scherr also died,27 so we can do nothing now.
Your application will be handled during the meeting at the
end of the year,28 at which time the future will also be decided.
It was consoling to hear that M. Caroline has taken dear
Sister Ildephonsa to Milwaukee,29 and I am sure this will
also make it easier for you.
We are enclosing a few lines for Mother Mary [Barbara
Weinzierl]. Please deliver them to her because we do not
know her address.
I am also sending a few words to the novices.30
Heartfelt greetings to the sisters! They should be good
children and pray for us!
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Th. of J.

27. In his capacity as archbishop of Munich and Freising, Archbishop
Scherr was also the head of the Louis Mission Society from 1856 until his
death on October 24, 1877.
28. On August 11, 1877, Sister M. Theophila applied to the Louis
Mission Society for financial support. On April 13, 1878, she was granted
1,050 florin (approximately $420 in American currency at the time). See
Barbara Brumleve, SSND, ed., Mother Mary Caroline Friess, SSND: Correspondence Addressed to Her from Various Persons (School Sisters of
Notre Dame: 1986) 23-26, 28.
29. Sister M. Ildephonsa Wegman left Govanstown on July 24, 1877.
See Bridget Marie Engelmeyer, SSND, Sister Ildephonsa Wegman: Footnote to a Legend (Baltimore: College of Notre Dame of Maryland and
School Sisters of Notre Dame, 1996) 60.
30. See Document 5304, pp. 156-157.
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5304: To the Novices
Baltimore

Dear Children of God!

J!M!

Munich
November 15, 1877

One month ago today you received the holy habit, and in
your letter you thanked me, after God, for this grace. Yes,
dear Children of God, never let this gratitude die in your
hearts because a vocation to the religious life is a grace from
God granted to chosen souls. The dear Lord said, “It was not
you who chose me, but I who chose you.”31 We may never
forget that.
Although I could not be present at this solemn occasion,
I celebrated with you in spirit, and I hope that when the procession begins to move into heaven, not one of the 36 novices
at St. James in Baltimore will be missing.
On the feast of the Nativity of Mary this year, we had
reception at St. James on the Anger in Munich. (St. James
was also our first mission in Neunburg vorm Wald. Is this
not a sign from God that we should live together in close
union?) In his discourse to the newly received, the priest
used the words from the Gospel, “and the Virgin’s name was
Mary,”32 and showed them how Mary acquired this name
and lived up to it. As the Star of the Sea, she inspired us by
her virginity. Mary was the woman above all women because in her extreme poverty she was above all earthly
goods. Nevertheless, the sea was bitter because of her suffering and the difficult obedience that she had to offer to God
from the time when her Divine Son was in the cradle until
he died on the cross.
At reception, the Catholic Church gave each of us the
name of Mary and, by imitating Mary, we strive to bear this
name worthily. Then, after sanctifying ourselves, we can
also have a beneficial influence on the souls of the children
entrusted to us.

31. John 15:16
32. Luke 1:27
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Make use of the year of novitiate that began on October
15! Make the most of every moment because time flies by
very quickly, never to return. Use it to gather provisions for
your future work on the missions where God will send you.
Be very open and sincere with your novice director and be
humble of heart. Then you will receive God’s grace, your
lamps will be full, and you will be ready when the Divine
Bridegroom calls you to the wedding feast.33
Pray for us as we do for you before the Blessed Sacrament in the chapel.
Jesus bless you! Praised be Jesus Christ!
Mary Theresa of Jesus
5324 a:

To Mother M. Caroline Friess
Milwaukee

Motherhouse
August 17, 1878

J!M!
Dear Venerable Sister Mary Caroline!
Today we received a newspaper article telling us that the
temperatures are so high in America—including Milwaukee—and that the mercury has not been below 90° Fahrenheit for weeks. Many people have already died from sunstroke
and Archbishop [John Martin] Henni is also seriously ill.
This news induced us to write and ask how you and the
sisters are and whether this rumor is well-founded. Is Archbishop Henni seriously ill due to a sunstroke? If so, our dear
Reverend Mother [M. Theresa] asks that you would extend
best regards in her name and assure him of our prayer before the most Blessed Sacrament.
In the name of our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert], I
wish to thank you most sincerely for the dear poem, which you

33. See Matthew 25:1-10
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sent on the occasion of his golden jubilee of ordination34 and
which expressed so much feeling, affection, and religious
spirit. He wants to tell the sisters that he prays for them
daily at the holy Sacrifice of the Mass and he asks that they
would also remember him in prayer. We are enclosing a holy
card as a remembrance of this celebration. The second holy
card—Christ on the cross—is for Fr. [Peter Matthias]
Abbelen who sent a letter of congratulations that made him
very happy—not least of all because he also bears the name
Matthias. The rest of the sisters will also receive pictures,
which we will send with the one promised by Reverend
Mother through Mr. Pustet.
Now I will close for today. Dear Reverend Mother sends
you greetings and blessings! She is doing well.
Praised be Jesus Christ!
M. Hermanna [Glink]
(Autograph, Milwaukee)

5334: To Archbishop John Martin Henni
Milwaukee
J!M!

Munich
January 13, 1879

Most Reverend Archbishop! Your Excellency!
The news that you will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary
of ordination on February 2, 1879, came to me in my sickroom. My happiness over this news does not allow me to refrain from expressing my congratulations and sending you
my best wishes.
My heart is moved because you were recently in danger
of losing your precious life, but God saved you from the brink
of death and returned the pastoral shepherd to the grieving
flock.
34. Fr. Matthias Siegert was ordained on July 23, 1828. Document
5331 gives a detailed description of the celebration of his golden jubilee of
ordination on July 23, 1878, and can be found in Volume 15 of Letters of
Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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Thirty years have already passed since I took leave of
you in America,35 and yet you continue to give me such undeserved attention and remember me in prayer. You even
offered the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for me on my name
day and during my last serious illness from which I will
hardly be able to recover.
Please accept the expression of my deep gratitude for
everything! God still has not called me from the land of the
living and we attribute this to your prayer at the altar,
which we deeply appreciate. I ask that you would continue
to remember me in prayer so that the Divine Judge will
grant me a happy death.
Please allow me to recommend our sisters in your archdiocese to your continued, pastoral benevolence and to ask
for your episcopal blessing.
Respectfully yours,
M. Th. of Jesus

35. Archbishop Henni visited Mother Theresa in Baltimore when he
was on his way to Europe in February 1848.
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88, 128; in Bavaria, 75-76, 83,
86, 88, 98, 100, 108, 111-112; in
Prussia, 98, 111-112, 113, 114,
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170

Index

Mayer, Sr. M. Euphrosina
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95, 97, 104-105, 124, 132;
separation, 69, 106, 107; relationship with Baltimore,
89, 95; St. Mary Institute,
125 (illus.), 154
missions, acceptance of, 21-22,
26, 28, 59, 100
Mitchell, Sr. M. Seraphica, 146
Montel, Dr. John, 47
Montrose. See Govanstown
(Maryland).
Moore, Fr. John, 79-80
Mother of Our Order. See
Mary.
motherhouse: second in America, 3, 93, 95; third in America, 50, 55, 93, 95
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105, 127, 132
Noever, Fr. Godfrey, 114, 117
Notre Dame, Poor School Sisters
of: change to von Unserer
Lieben Frau, 111
novices: letters to, 64-65, 156-157;
reports on, 23, 54n
Nübel, Msgr. Eberhard, 33-35
Obereschenbach (Bavaria), 17
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Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania), 105n,
127, 131n, 132
Pius IX (Pope): jubilee, 71
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102, 119, 131n, 146
provincial superior: title, 48-49,
56-57, 57-58, 61, 63-64, 144
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