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Preface to Volume 14
Volume 14 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger includes documents that refer to the mission of
the School Sisters of Notre Dame in Tyrol, an Alpine region
located in what is now western Austria and northern Italy.
As part of the process leading toward the beatification
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger, which took place in
1985, 5,337 documents, which she either wrote, signed, or
commissioned, were gathered and copied by hand. These
copies were notarized, numbered, packed in a large trunk,
and taken to Rome. On December 17, 1929, they were presented to the Sacred Congregation of Rites for further examination. In this volume, this material is referred to as
the beatification collection.
Since it was beyond the scope of this work to locate original letters still extant in numerous archives, translations
were done from the notarized copies in the beatification collection. Some of the material in this collection was copied
from archival copies of the original documents and these
copies did not always include a signature. This does not
imply that the original document was unsigned.
A few documents in the beatification collection were undated or misdated. Further study of these documents and
their context helped determine probable dates, which are indicated in brackets. Since the documents in this volume are
arranged chronologically, they do not always appear in numerical sequence. A list of documents in numerical order
can be found at the end of the book.
Words that appear in brackets were added for clarification. Italics are used to indicate underlined text found in
the documents of the beatification collection.
Mother Theresa’s use of the name, Poor School Sisters
(Arme Schulschwestern), as well as the word order, has been
retained in this translation.

x
Place names are those commonly used in Mother
Theresa’s time. If the same place is known today by a different name, a footnote supplies this information.
Efforts have been made to identify the recipients of each
letter. Titles are used in the headings and salutations, but
the nineteenth-century practice of repeating titles throughout the text and closing of a letter has been dropped for the
most part in this translation. Formal closings have been
simplified and are usually given as “Respectfully yours.”
In this volume, documents not included in the beatification collection are classified as (1) a transcript or (2) a typescript. A transcript is an early, handwritten copy of an
original document. A typescript is a typewritten copy of a
document.

xi

Introduction
With snow-capped mountains, with thick forests and luscious meadows, with rivers flowing through valleys dotted
with towns and villages, Tyrol has appealed for centuries to
those who travel through the region or who stay to marvel
at its natural beauty.
Mother Theresa was also drawn to this “land in the
mountains,” as it was simply called in ancient times. She
herself wrote, “If the Poor School Sisters are called and find
a field of labor appropriate to their vocation, they will be
happy to go to the tiniest village in Tyrol.” 1
The initial call to Tyrol came through Joseph von Fischer, a retired senior finance councilor who lived in Innsbruck and whose daughter was a Poor School Sister in
Bavaria. Mother Theresa’s 49 letters addressed to this
prominent layman are evidence of his tireless work on behalf of the sisters.
In Mother Theresa’s response to requests to send sisters
to three different places in Tyrol, we can learn much about
her relationship with God and about her commitment to
bring the Good News of God’s love to girls and young women
whose lives were already being shaped by their rugged surroundings.
Was God calling the sisters to St. Nicholas, a suburb in
Innsbruck, where they would teach in an already existing
school and be in charge of a proposed home for neglected
children? It would be a mission where both an appropriate
field of labor and financial support were assured.
Or, was God calling the sisters to Kronburg where property, located high in the mountains, was offered to the sisters if they would conduct a home for neglected children and
maintain perpetual adoration there? Mother Theresa was
clear: “It was precisely our confident hope that, through this

1.

Document 3267, p. 59.

xii
institute and perpetual adoration, the arms of prayer would
bring us even more rapid and effective help in our hostile
times.” 2 What could possibly stand in the way of responding
affirmatively to this call?
Or, was God calling the sisters to Pfaffenhofen where an
empty building, surrounded by gardens and orchards, was
willed to them on the condition that they would conduct the
village school for girls free of charge? What would be their
means of livelihood? Once again, Mother Theresa was clear:
“God has helped us in the past and will continue to help us.
We place our trust in God.” 3
“All the works of God proceed slowly and in pain; but
then, their roots are the sturdier and their flowering the
lovelier.” 4 These words of Mother Theresa came to life in
Tyrol where they found a new symbol in the mountainous
terrain surrounding the congregation’s first mission there
and in the delicate Alpine flowers that often remain hidden
from all but the most attentive passerby.

2. Document 3050, p. 35
3. Document 3926, p. 101
4. Quoted from Document 2277 in Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus
Gerhardinger, Vol. 10, Mission to Upper Austria (Elm Grove: School Sisters of Notre Dame Printing Department, 2008) 54
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2628: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
June 10, 1858

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency! 1
According to a communication from Imperial and Royal
Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer in Innsbruck,
there are prospects that the school for girls in St. Nicholas,
a suburb of Innsbruck, 2 will be handed over to the Religious
Institute of the Poor School Sisters. If you give episcopal
approval, a mission of our religious institute could be established there. 3
Since it was also mentioned that you would like to see
our rule, I am sending the respectfully enclosed copy. All
the bishops on both sides of the ocean in whose dioceses we

1. Vincent Gasser (1809-79), Prince Bishop of Brixen (now BolzanoBressanone in Italy), 1857-79
2. Innsbruck is the capital of the federal state of Tyrol in western
Austria and located approximately 100 miles (160 km) south of Munich.
3. On January 9, 1858, Mother Theresa wrote to Francis Joseph,
(1830-1916), Emperor of Austria, Apostolic King of Hungary, and King of
Bohemia (1848-1916), and thanked him for approving the establishment of
educational institutes in Freistadt in Upper Austria, Gorizia on the Illyrian coastland, and Temesvár in Hungary. This approval made possible the
opening of additional new missions in the Austrian Empire, which included Tyrol. See Document 2538 in Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger, Vol. 10, Mission to Upper Austria (Elm Grove: School Sisters of
Notre Dame Printing Department, 2008) 72-73.

2

Mission to Tyrol

have missions have already approved our rule. It is now before the Holy See for approbation, which we have wellfounded hopes of receiving soon. 4
Submitting our rule for your review and gracious recognition, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Th. of J.
2630: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck

Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 12, 1858
J!M!

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
In response to your kind communication and at the request of our good Sister M. Magdalena [von Fischer], 5 I sent
a copy of our religious statutes, together with a cover letter,
directly to the prince bishop in Brixen. 6 It was somewhat
late, but I just returned from a long journey. 7 Surely Magdalena has already written to you. She is doing well.
4. On May 25, 1856, Mother Theresa submitted to the Holy See a
rule written according to directives given by the Holy See on January 31,
1854. After she received no response from the Holy See for almost two
years, Mother Theresa sent Sister M. Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann,
accompanied by Sister M. Devota Bertoloccini, to represent her cause in
Rome. The two sisters arrived in Rome on March 18, 1858. See M.
Liobgid Ziegler, Mutter Theresia im Kampf um die Regel ihres Ordens
(Typescript, Generalate), 146-147.
5. Sister M. Magdalena (Maria) von Fischer was the daughter of the
recipient of this letter. After her mother died, Maria cared for her younger
brothers and sisters until 1851, when she entered the congregation in Munich. She was received on December 8, 1852, and professed her vows one
year later. When a new mission was opened in Regensburg on June 12,
1854, Sister M. Magdalena was sent there.
6. See Document 2628, pp. 1-2, addressed to Bishop Gasser.
7. Mother Theresa and Fr. Siegert left Munich in early May 1858
and traveled to Temesvár (now Timişoara in Romania). From there they
went to Gorizia on the Adriatic Sea (now in Italy) and finally to Grünhof
in Pomerania (now Święciechowo near Resko in northwestern Poland).
They returned to Munich in the middle of June 1858. See Letters Vol. 12,
Mission to Hungary, 14-16.
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Expressing my gratitude for your endeavors, recommending the entire cause to Divine Providence, 8 and united
in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2654: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck

Our Motherhouse in Munich
July 12, 1858
J!M!

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
You are working so zealously for the realization of the
beneficial foundation at St. Nicholas that, even if you had
not said a word, the sincere manner in which you pursue the
entire cause gives sufficient testimony to your deep interest
in God’s work.
You kindly told us about the proposed establishment of
the worthy foundation that is still unsettled. City Councilor
Oberlindober—who is retired and unknown to me, but to
whom, through your kindness, I extend my best regards—
will have something noteworthy to say, and surely his opinion will be heeded. I am in complete agreement with this
and, trusting in God, I also agree to the conditions stated in
the foundation document regarding the area of service, the
rooms set aside for it, and the designated amount of support.
If the institute expands later and more space is necessary to fulfill its purpose, God will also provide the means.
The teaching sisters always comply with the existing
laws of the land regarding education and use the prescribed
textbooks. As you already know, our main purpose is the
education and character formation of children in the spirit
of the Catholic Church. In order to attain sound results, we
give ourselves wholly and completely to this task, just as the
Sisters of Charity do when caring for the sick.
8.

Opening a mission at St. Nicholas in Innsbruck
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Our sisters will bring their certified qualifying examination grades so that they can be presented to the authorities.
Since the teachers will substantiate their marks in every respect, I do not think that there will be any cause for objection.
However, I must urgently request one thing—your patience with a delay in staffing the institute until next year.
It is beyond the realm of possibility for us to come this year
because God has just now taken several outstanding sisters
from us in death. Moreover, many places here and in other
countries applied for sisters long ago and these schools must
be staffed this year.
Nothing definite could be done for St. Nicholas because
many things were still so unsettled there. Renovations in
the proposed building must also be made, and all of this will
take some time.
A few copies of our small directory 9 are enclosed for your
use.
I recently spoke with Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] in
Regensburg. She is well and very busy directing the house
entrusted to her. 10 Everyone loves her for her affable disposition with the outside world, while I find that she is always
very recollected interiorly. Thanks be to God!
In closing, I send best regards to the pastor, Fr. Gröber.
I will rejoice greatly in the Lord if I can meet all these upright servants of God when the Religious Institute of the
Poor School Sisters is transplanted to Tyrol, just as some sisters are going to Temesvár in Hungary this fall. 11
In any case, as soon as the cause has made sufficient
progress, it will be necessary for one of us to travel to St.
Nicholas in order to inspect the site and consult with the people there.
9. Beginning in 1853, the generalate in Munich published an annual
directory which listed the motherhouses, missions, and personnel at each
place, as well as statistical information and a report of the significant
events in the congregation during the previous year.
10. After Sister M. Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann was called to
Munich in early 1858, Sister M. Magdalena was appointed superior in
Regensburg.
11. In October 1858, six sisters were sent to open a new mission in
Temesvár, where they taught elementary subjects, needlework, French,
music, and drawing.
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Thanking you for your distinguished kindness and charity and asking that you would remember us in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2665: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
August 6, 1858

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
The Rule of the School Sisters
When the respectfully undersigned submitted her report
on June 10, 12 she presented a copy of the rule of the Poor
School Sisters.
Since we have only one good copy and may have to present it to other bishops upon request, I venture to ask that
you would kindly return this copy to us, together with an
episcopal statement of approval for the time being until it receives papal approbation. All the other bishops of dioceses
where our sisters have missions have already done this.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2679: To City Councilor Oberlindober
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
August 24, 1858

Esteemed City Councilor!
Your letter of August 12 came just when we were having
reception with 58 postulants, followed by the profession of

12. See Document 2628, pp. 1-2.
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44 novices. 13 Since this demanded all of our time, I was unable to respond earlier.
Until we examine the situation at the site, we cannot
make any statement other than the one we have already
made 14 because, as you yourself wrote, there are some difficulties involved. Therefore, I will include Innsbruck in my
trip next week so that I can have the honor of discussing it
with you further.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2728: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck

Our Motherhouse in Munich
October 3, 1858
J!M!

Your Honor!
Thank you very much for your benevolent letter and the
enclosed program!
Trusting in God, we agree to the conditions set down in
the foundation document, but the debt that will accrue for
the religious institute gives us cause for concern. Nevertheless, if the foundation is realized, we will recognize it as
God’s will.
I am enclosing my unsealed letter to City Councilor
Oberlindober, 15 so that you, in your wisdom, can decide
whether to send it to him or not.
If the work comes to life and God blesses it, the women’s
disposition or, better said, the discord, will probably subside
on its own.
In closing, I want to thank you again for all your endeavors. Please give my best regards to your daughters.

13. Reception ceremonies were held in Munich on August 15 and 16,
1858, and profession was held on August 22, 1858.
14. See Document 2654, pp. 3-5.
15. See Document 2729, pp. 7-9.
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Our school inspector [Matthias Siegert] 16 and Sister
Margaretha [Käss] send their best regards.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2729: To City Councilor Oberlindober
Innsbruck
Our Motherhouse in Munich
October 3, 1858
J!M!
Esteemed City Councilor!
In accordance with our discussion, I waited for an official
request regarding the proposed institute from those involved
and from the authorities. Then Imperial and Royal Senior
Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer reminded me that
you were waiting for a letter from us indicating whether we
would accept your offer.
Trusting in our abundant God, who will not allow us to
languish if we serve God faithfully, I accept in the name of
the religious institute the conditions that you set down for
us.
A.
I. The religious institute will accept the building, No.
560, together with an annex, No. 561, and the two gardens
for the purchase price of 6,000 florin Rhenish currency

16. Matthias Siegert (1804-79) was ordained in 1828. In December
1828, he was appointed assistant at the cathedral in Regensburg, and prefect of the Marian Congregation in Stadtamhof. This provided him with
an opportunity to be under the spiritual guidance of Bishop George Michael Wittmann (1760-1833) and to study pedagogy in preparation for his
life’s work. On September 6, 1833, Francis X. von Schwäbl (1778-1841),
Bishop of Regensburg (1833-41), appointed Fr. Siegert confessor and guide
for Caroline Gerhardinger and the new religious congregation that she
founded. Fr. Siegert continued his services to the congregation until his
death on May 28, 1879.
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[$1,995] 17 or for the annual interest of 300 florin [$99.75] to
be paid to City Councilor Oberlindober.
II. The religious institute accepts the following terms:
(a) the three classrooms for the girls of St. Nicholas will be
located on the ground floor of the main building; (b) the socalled Margaretha Institute will be housed and conducted
on the first floor of the main building; and, in due time, (c)
the annex will accommodate an institute for neglected girls.
Therefore, the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters will conduct:
1. The elementary school for the girls of the St. Nicholas
Suburb;
2. The needlework school, for which a separate room is
being set aside at this time;
3. The two institutes mentioned above in II (b) and (c) if
they have already begun or will begin.
B.
For the time being, the following has been designated as
the means of support for the seven sisters conducting the institutes mentioned above. Therefore, the religious institute
accepts for now:
a. 200 florin [$76] from the school fund for the needlework school;
b. 150 florin [$50] from the honorable city council, which
is currently paid to the teacher of the third class in the
school for girls, and which is to be transferred immediately
to the Poor School Sisters;
c. 200 florin [$76] from the noble Elizabeth Society for
the direction of the Margaretha Institute;
d. 80 florin [$30.40] from the esteemed senior women’s
society as a contribution for the needlework school.

17. Until the end of the nineteenth century, Rhenish currency was
used in European international trade. Gold and silver coins of other currencies were assigned their value in accordance with the Rhenish florin
(also known as gulden).
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These amounts add up to 850 florin [$282] in Rhenish
currency [sic]. 18
C.
If, due to the injustice of the times, the Religious Institute
of the School Sisters would be dissolved or would dissolve itself, or if the foundation mentioned above would be given up
voluntarily, St. Nicholas Parish would have the right of first
refusal in acquiring the two foundation buildings, together
with the gardens, as its own property. The parish would be
required to pay the purchase price and reimburse any expense that the religious institute incurred up to that time in
order to expand the foundation. If the parish does not accept
the foundation, it will be handed over to the city.
It is understood that the school district is responsible for
ordering and maintaining the necessary school supplies, delivering fuel for the classrooms, and annually refurbishing
(cleaning and whitewashing) these classrooms, covering the
cost for the chimney sweep, and replacing damaged windows,
floors, stoves, and so forth.
The religious institute is obliged to pay the interest on the
purchase price and to maintain the building.
Room and board for the children staying at these institutes will be provided through a special agreement between
the noble societies and the religious institute.
The respectfully undersigned believes that she has agreed
to all the conditions, and our merciful God must carry the
great burden of debt.
If the project comes to life, the respectfully undersigned
requests an official document by which the entire building is
given to us for public purposes and made subject to public law.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
18. The amounts given on the copy prepared for the beatification process add up to 630 florin [$209.50]. If each of the three teachers was to
receive 150 florin and if the contribution of 80 florin was not designated
but given as a donation, the total designated income would be 850 florin
Rhenish currency [$282].
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2799: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
January 28, 1859

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Last year, you expressed the desire to obtain a few copies
of our small directory. Since it just came off the press, we
are sending you nine copies.
At the same time, we wish to express our deep gratitude
for all the endeavors you have made for God’s work—and for
St. Nicholas in particular. The abundant Lord of heaven
and earth will repay you and, in accordance with God’s most
holy will, will carry out in the New Year what God’s love
began in the old.
Sister M. Magdalena [von Fischer] is at our house in Regensburg. She is in good health, content, and very active in
her vocational duties. Your prayers will bring God’s continued blessing to her work.
Recommending our entire religious institute to your
benevolence and asking that you would remember us in
prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2807: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
January 30, 1859

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
The enclosed letter 19 was ready to mail when Fr.

19. See Document 2799, p. 10.
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Stephan Krismer, the pastor, 20 came to our motherhouse
and brought us your esteemed letter.
Thank you very much for your kind and loving gift!
We found the venerable elderly man, of whom you spoke
so movingly, all that you told us, and he seemed to enjoy his
stay with us. His only great regret, and ours as well, was
that he was unable to speak with our school inspector
[Matthias Siegert], whose condition has since improved,
thanks be to God. 21
We gratefully accept the pastor’s offer because His Imperial Highness, the serene governor, 22 the prince bishop, 23
and, according to your letter, even the queen widow from
Saxony, 24 desire that the cause would come to life soon.
It is too bad that Fr. Krismer did not have with him any
plan or other papers that are required for closing the contract. Since his offer was made only in general terms, I
could not respond in any other way than by making a general statement and handing it to him. 25
20. Stephan Krismer (1777-1869) was born in Karres, Tyrol, and ordained in 1804. When the people of Tyrol fought for independence from
Bavaria in 1809, Fr. Krismer served first as a chaplain and later as a
commander. After the war and several brief assignments to parishes in
the area, Fr. Krismer was assigned to a Marian shrine in the Alps approximately 40 miles (65 km) west of Innsbruck.
In 1845, intent upon founding an order of teaching brothers, Fr.
Krismer purchased approximately 220 acres (90 ha) of land which included the Marian shrine and the ruins of a castle known as the Kronburg.
See “Kronburg: Barmherzige Schwestern Zams” http://www.kronburgtirol.at/start.php?site=kloster0&lan=de&nav=2 (accessed September 4,
2009).
21. Fr. Siegert was seriously ill for several weeks in early 1859.
22. Archduke Carl Louis (1833-96), the younger brother of Emperor
Francis Joseph, was the governor of Tyrol and Vorarlberg from 1855 until
1861.
23. Bishop Gasser
24. Maria Anna of Bavaria (1805-77) was the widow of King Frederick Augustus II of Saxony who died in 1854 near Brennbichl in Tyrol. Fr.
Krismer was with the king at the time of his death. Queen Maria Anna
had a chapel built at the site of her husband’s death and, at the time of the
chapel’s dedication, supposedly gave Fr. Krismer a large sum of money to
help him pay his debts. See Martin Schönherr and Gerhard Gstraunthaler, Informations – Mappe für die Kompanien des Schützenbezirkes Landeck (Landeck, 2009) 11.
25. See Document 2808, p. 13.
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The good elderly man seems to be somewhat helpless in
official matters, Therefore, trusting in your good will that
has proved itself so often, we venture to appeal for your help
in drawing up a foundation document. We gave the pastor
some drafts of similar documents.
I am enclosing copies of these drafts, 26 as well as of the
statement mentioned above for your kind consideration.
Could you please send us a certified copy of the completed
foundation document?
With regard to the aspirants who are already there, 27 I
feel obliged to say that their acceptance or nonacceptance
depends solely on their suitability and not in any way on
their property. We do not intend in the least to use any of
their money for our house.
Since the beautiful purpose of perpetual adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament is also associated with Kronburg, we
cherish the consoling hope that the seed will bear fruit in
many other similar missions.
Even if the illness of our school inspector [Matthias
Siegert] prevents me from accepting your invitation now, as
soon as there is a change in our current painful situation, I
will not fail to come to the dear land of Tyrol in order to see
the situation there. I will also ask Her Majesty, the queen
widow of Saxony, to consider being the patron and mother of
the new mission. 28
We recommend St. Nicholas [Innsbruck] to God who has
command over the difficulties raised against it from many
sides. Then heavenly peace and quiet will foster and hasten
the completion of the work. Surely, your share of merit from
this cause will be great. 29

26. See Document 2809, pp. 14-15.
27. In 1848, Fr. Krismer had a three-story building constructed near
the shrine on the Kronburg property. After his attempt to found an order
of teaching brothers failed, a few women from the area moved to the abandoned building and began to live a quasi-religious life. See the website:
“Kronburg: Barmherzige Schwestern.”
28. See Footnote 24, p. 11.
29. Sisters were never sent to St. Nicholas in Innsbruck.
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Once again recommending our intentions to your devout
prayer and assuring you of our continued gratitude and deep
respect, I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2808: To Fr. Stephan Krismer
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich
January 30, 1859
J!M!
Statement
After having conferred with Stephan Krismer, the pastor in Kronburg in the district of Landeck, Tyrol, the respectfully undersigned definitely states that, in the name of
the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters, she is joyfully and gratefully willing to accept the property belonging
to the pastor—with all the attached liabilities—as the property of the religious institute. The Poor School Sisters will
then conduct and maintain for all time an institute for the
teaching and character formation of neglected girls and
maintain perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament by
those who live there.
The respectfully undersigned assumes that His Excellency, the prince bishop of Brixen, 30 will grant his approval
and any other required permissions.
The founder is free to attach any conditions to the granting of this great favor to the Religious Institute of the Poor
School Sisters.
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

30. Bishop Gasser
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2809: Foundation Document
Munich
[January 30, 1859]
Tentative Draft of a Foundation Document
1. For the greater glory of God, the pastor [Stephan Krismer] intends to establish a convent of women religious and,
for this purpose, to donate gratuitously his property in
Kronburg.
2. This property consists of . . .
3. The pastor bequeaths forever the property described
above to the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters,
whose motherhouse is in Munich in Bavaria, as its full and
unrestricted property under the following conditions:
(a) When accepting the property, the religious institute
must also accept the liabilities attached to it.
(b) On this property, the religious institute will establish and conduct an institute for the education and character formation of neglected girls who will be prepared for
ordinary middle-class or rural occupations.
(c) The members of the religious institute who live on
this property will maintain perpetual adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.
(d) For all time, the religious institute will have two holy
Masses said annually for the foundation and its founder, one
on the founder’s nameday 31 and the other on his death anniversary. If it is impossible to say these Masses on the appointed days, they will be said on other days. At the end of
these Masses, three Our Fathers and three Hail Marys will
be prayed.
4. If the essential conditions and obligations listed above
are fulfilled, the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters is completely free to establish and maintain on this
property any other kind of institute for the teaching and
character formation of young girls. Nevertheless, financial
means and space must be available and this additional institute may not be detrimental to the institute for neglected
girls.
31. December 26, the feast of St. Stephen, Martyr
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5. In the altogether unexpected and undesirable, but
nevertheless possible, dissolution of the institute on the
Kronburg property, the superior reserves the right of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters to the free disposition of the property. At its discretion, the religious
institute may then use the property for other similar purposes or sell it at any time.
2829: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck

Our Motherhouse in Munich
February 17, 1859
J!M!

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
In your usual loving manner, you took the trouble to
send us the plan of the new building on the Kronburg property, 32 together with the purchase contract and a letter from
Fr. Stephan Krismer, the pastor. Thank you very much!
We copied the purchase contract and we are returning
the original but, with your kind permission, we are keeping
the sketch of the building plan until we have the honor of
speaking with you in person.
You think that it would be good if I would make a personal examination of the entire place, and that our school
inspector [Matthias Siegert] would accompany me there. Fr.
Krismer wishes the same. I consider the former necessary,
and I agree to the latter as well, but it will be some time before that happens, that is, before our school inspector can
make the journey. In any case, we must wait until milder
weather sets in, which Fr. Krismer also advised.
We will certainly avoid Innsbruck, take the route that
you kindly mapped out for us, and let you know about our
journey in plenty of time.
If the entire piece of property were free of the burdensome conditions currently attached to it, which the pastor
told us about only in his last letter, it could develop into

32. See Footnote 27, p. 12.
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something good. The additional liabilities listed at the end
of the purchase contract are permanent.
The draft of a foundation document is of primary importance now, and we ask that you would kindly help the good
elderly pastor with this. When he was here, we gave him
the particular points that concern the future institute, and
I ask that you would also consider these points. 33
Nevertheless, I would like to examine the foundation
document before it is presented to the diocesan ordinariate
in Brixen in case there is still a need to comment on one or
other point.
At your discretion, the statement that we gave to Fr.
Krismer 34 can and may be used with the respective authorities or with Her Majesty, the queen widow of Saxony, whom
you mentioned. In your kindness, you will once again help
the pastor with this.
Recommending the entire cause to God and to Your
Honor, I remain respectfully yours,
[No Signature]
[After February 26, 1859]
P.S. The obligations referred to in the postscript to our
letter to Fr. Krismer 35 were deciphered from the purchase
contract given us. We thought it necessary to draw the pastor’s attention to the fact that they make it very difficult for
us to take over the property. Nevertheless, we are not deterred by any of this.

33. See Document 2809, pp. 14-15.
34. See Document 2808, p. 13.
35. See Document 2836, pp. 17-18.
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2836: To Fr. Stephan Krismer
Our Motherhouse in Munich
February 26, 1859
J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!
In your esteemed letter of February 14, you told us that
you arrived home safely and in good health. Thanks be to
God for this and for our school inspector’s [Matthias Siegert]
recovery! He is looking forward to making the trip to Kronburg with me and meeting you there. Following your advice, we will wait until milder weather sets in, and I will let
you know when we will leave here. Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer wrote to say that it would be good
if Fr. Siegert would travel with me so that, together, we
could look at the entire situation.
Thank you very much for sending us the plans for the
new building and the purchase contract, as well as for
telling us about the additional liabilities attached to the
Kronburg property. We will discuss these further when we
are there.
The little picture, Maria Hilf zu Kronburg, 36 gave us
great joy. Since the convent institute will be established at
a shrine in honor of the Mother of Our Order, we are even
happier to have a mission in Kronburg. The dear Mother of
God and powerful Queen of Heaven will help us so that the
work now begun will come to completion.
The foundation document is needed more than anything
else now. Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer is
taking God’s cause to heart and will certainly be happy to
help you in word and deed so that this document, as well as
everything else, can be put in order.

36. In the late seventeenth century, a small chapel in honor of Maria
Hilf was built on a meadow in the area known as Kronburg. It soon became a place of pilgrimage and a new chapel was built there a few decades
later.
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In the meantime, we recommend this new work to our
dear Lord and to the Blessed Mother and ask that you would
remember us at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
P.S. In the purchase contract, which you kindly gave to
us through Senior Finance Councilor von Fischer, we found
some new obligations, that is, to provide the chaplain at the
shrine 37 12 cords of firewood annually, as well as sacristy
services without charge. If the religious institute accepts the
Kronburg property, it must also agree to these obligations,
which are in addition to those listed in your esteemed letter.
We ask that you would kindly let us know the price of one
cord of firewood in Kronburg. 38What is the situation with
the sacristan? Where does he have his living quarters? Does
he have other duties at your institute in addition to his work
in the sacristy?
We ask that you would please respond to our request!
2841: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen

Munich
February 28, 1859

J!M!
Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
In your gracious letter of February 24, you kindly drew
our attention to the conditions and liabilities attached to the
Kronburg property. Please accept the expression of my deep
gratitude for this new proof of your noble pastoral benevolence!
37. In 1849, Fr. Krismer accepted a position at the parish in
Brennbichl, Tyrol, and Fr. Francis de Sales Sailer took over his position as
chaplain at the shrine in Kronburg. See the website: “Kronburg: Barmherzige Schwestern.”
38. One cord of firewood measures 128 cubic feet (3.6 m3).
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Your wise advice came just in time, and I will not fail to
follow it. I will also examine the true state of affairs just as
soon as the weather is milder so that our school inspector
[Matthias Siegert], who has just recovered from serious illness, can make the trip with me as planned. If circumstances allow, we will then submit in person a report on
what we found there.
The liabilities attached to the Kronburg property are certainly significant. In addition to a sketched plan of the proposed building, Fr. [Stephan] Krismer sent us the purchase
contract. In this document, we deciphered some new obligations that were previously unknown to us. If we accept
the property, we will have to accept these obligations as
well.
In addition to paying the usual taxes, we would have to
provide the chaplain with 12 cords of firewood. We would
also have to perform the sacristan’s duties at the shrine.
These burdens speak for themselves.
With the entire cause, we seek only the greater glory of
God and the salvation of souls. Therefore, we place our trust
in the One who will direct our steps and actions in accordance with God’s most holy will.
Recommending the cause to Your Excellency and requesting that you would grant the Poor School Sisters your
episcopal blessing and continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2853: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
March 15, 1859

Honorable Senior Finance Councilor!
Thank you very much for all your endeavors for God’s
work which you are making in God’s name! With well-
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founded anxiety and fear of war, 39 Fr. Stephan Krismer feels
that he must dispose of his property. In his zeal, he sees a
beautiful, new field of labor in Kronburg.
It will be impossible, however, to make the intended
journey to Kronburg before Easter 40 because our school inspector’s [Matthias Siegert] strength is only gradually returning. Nevertheless, you have given us hope of receiving
the foundation document soon, whereby the cause will have
a good start. We trust in your kind help with this, because
Fr. Krismer finds such things rather difficult.
We send our very best wishes for the feast of St. Joseph!
May this great patron saint grant you and your entire family the same protection that the little house in Nazareth enjoyed! May God’s blessing and salvation be yours!
We wrote to Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] and told her
that, if she still has not sent her letter with best wishes, she
should send it to us so that we could enclose it in ours. As
far as I know, she fared well this winter, thanks be to God,
and continues to be active in her calling. The blessing of
God rests on her daily work.
Asking for your kind remembrance in prayer and continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2855: To Fr. Stephan Krismer

J!M!

Munich
March 16, 1859

Esteemed Reverend Pastor!
Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer immediately forwarded to us your letter of March 8. Thank you
very much for kindly responding to our two questions about
39. At the time this letter was written, the Kingdom of SardiniaPiedmont, France, and Austria were making secret alliances to keep a
balance of power in the Italians’ struggle for unification.
40. Easter was celebrated on April 24, 1859.
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the sacristan’s services and the provision of firewood! 41 Now
that is cleared up!
In his own letter of March 12, Senior Finance Councilor
[Joseph] von Fischer promised to send us the foundation
document so that the cause could make progress.
If only our school inspector [Fr. Matthias Siegert] would
soon regain his strength! Then we could accept your kind invitation and see Kronburg, but there is no chance of that
happening before Easter.
We trust your better insight with regard to the cultivation of the fields so that planting will begin in time to provide food for those who will live there and fodder for the
livestock.
We were happy to hear that Her Highness, the queen
widow of Saxony, 42 visited Kronburg and repeated her offer
to be its patron.
Our school inspector and the two priests who were happy
to meet you on the evening before your departure return
your cordial greetings.
Requesting your prayer for our entire religious institute
and especially for the cause in Kronburg, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2892: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck

Our Motherhouse in Munich
April 20, 1859
J!M!

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
The two documents mentioned in your letters of March
21 and March 24 arrived—the draft of a contract for the
transfer of property and the list of liabilities attached to the

41. See Document 2836, pp. 17-18.
42. See Footnote 24, p. 11.
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Kronburg property. Thank you very much for all the endeavors you are making for this undertaking! May God reward you!
May it be God’s most holy and adorable will that the
greatly feared evil—the outbreak of war—will be prevented! 43 If war breaks out, what will happen to the Kronburg property?
The pressure of work caused the great delay in my response to your letter. Before I can give you the signed contract for the transfer of property, I must repeat my request
to Fr. [Stephan] Krismer for a separate list of movable goods
so that this property can be included in the contract. Then
the contract will be ready to bring with us when we come to
Kronburg.
We set May 5 or 6 as the date for our journey to Tyrol—if
God does not send an unexpected hindrance. In any case,
we will not be able to take over the property or bring the sisters to Kronburg before September.
Requesting to be included in your prayer and wishing
you a joyous [Easter] Alleluia, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2893: To Fr. Stephan Krismer

J!M!

Munich
April 20, 1859

Esteemed Reverend Pastor!
Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph]
von Fischer sent us the contract for the transfer of property
but, in order to complete this contract, we need a separate
list of the movable goods which are only alluded to in the
contract and include livestock, household and farm implements, fodder, grain, wood, and any other kind of supplies.

43. See Footnote 39, p. 20.
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You promised to leave to us and to those who will live in
Kronburg all these items which will be needed to survive at
the beginning. Therefore, we are appealing to your kindness
to send us this list so that, when we come, we can bring
along the completed contract for the transfer of the property.
I also ask that you would kindly let me know when the
debts must be paid. Is it by a specific date or as soon as possible?
Finally, I must also say that we cannot take over the
Kronburg property before the beginning of September 1859.
Wishing you a joyous [Easter] Alleluia and recommending this work to your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
P.S. May I also ask that you would have the Kronburg
property appraised as it is usually done in Austria and then
send us this written appraisal together with the list of movable goods. This is also required in order to draw up the contract for the transfer of property.
2899: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
May 5, 1859

Honorable and esteemed Imperial and Royal Senior Finance
Councilor!
In my last letter, I promised that we would travel to Kronburg on either May 5 or 9 [sic] 44 but, with the weather that we
have been having here, neither our school inspector [Matthias
Siegert]—for fear of detrimental consequences for his health—
nor I can make the journey. Several persons, who understand
the situation and know our plans, told me that, in this trou-

44. See Document 2892, pp. 21-22.
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bled time of war, 45 both the journey and the
proposed
undertaking would be a complete failure.
Moreover, we have not received the requested appraisal
of the Kronburg property or the list of movable goods. 46
Pressed by these circumstances, we must postpone the project, but we are not giving it up. Time will tell!
Giving you this information and asking that you would
please tell Fr. Stephan Krismer about this, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
P.S. Just as I was about to mail the above letter, your esteemed letter of May 4 arrived. I will reply to only one point.
We cannot accept the appraisal of the Kronburg property or
complete the foundation document because of the liabilities
and debts affixed to the foundation that we must also accept.
In God’s name, therefore, Fr. Krismer must be patient
until these critical times are over and we can make the journey to Kronburg, in which case, we will also avail ourselves
of your kind invitation.
2990: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
October 23, 1859

Honorable Senior Finance Councilor!
Your latest letter arrived, but our Reverend Mother
[Mary Theresa] had already left for Hungary on October 10
in order to hold a reception ceremony and thus establish a
45. See Footnote 39, p. 20. On April 29, 1859, Austria invaded Piedmont in order to dispute claims for independence from Austria and Italian
unification and that had been made by the French-backed kingdom of
Sardinia-Piedmont. The Second War of Italian Independence ended with
the defeat of Austria in the Battle of Solferino on June 24, 1859.
46. See Document 2893, pp. 22-23.
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motherhouse in Temesvár. We sent her your esteemed letter,
however, so that she would have knowledge of the situation.
We cannot give you a completely satisfactory answer now
but, knowing our Reverend Mother’s thinking, we can assure
you that she will always do everything possible to comply
with the wishes of all concerned while, at the same time, following the urging of her own heart.
Honored to express our sincere gratitude for your benevolent counsel and kind suggestions, I recommend the work
begun to your continued favor and devout prayer.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ludovica [Pfahler]
Assistant
2989: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Temesvár
October 18, 1859

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
We traveled directly from Tyrol to Temesvár in order
to open the novitiate of the new motherhouse, 47 and your letter of October 11 was forwarded to us from Munich. Since
Reverend Mother [Mary Theresa] is occupied with many and
various duties now, it is my honor to respond to your esteemed
letter, but first I want to extend best regards from the general
superior in whose name I am writing.
You kindly wrote that, in order to forestall one or other
transaction, we should hasten to deliver a statement regarding the acceptance of the Kronburg property. The beginning
will be difficult. The Kronburg property will bring greater financial advantage to any private owner than it will to our institute. Although we are purchasing the property for a lower
sum, we are taking upon ourselves a great liability that will
make it more difficult to sell again.
47. See Footnote 11, p. 4. Nine candidates who had been sent from
Munich to Temesvár in 1859 were received there on October 22, 1859.
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Already during my illness, Reverend Mother issued a
statement declaring her willingness to accept the Kronburg
property, 48 and she repeated this affirmation in a recent verbal statement to the pastor, Fr. Stephan Krismer.
Before we left Munich, we were unable to send a statement from the motherhouse in Munich to the prince bishop
of Brixen. 49 This statement is the only thing needed now,
and we will send it immediately after our return to Munich.
A copy of this statement will also be sent to Fr. Stephan
Krismer, who will then have no reason for doubt.
Of course, the legal confirmation of this sale contract is
still required, but this can happen only if there is a definite
statement and confirmation by the respective authorities
that an institute for neglected girls will be established there.
No one can object to this, as you yourself believe, but this
confirmation is absolutely necessary for the realization of
the project because, without this confirmation, the sisters
who are coming will not have any area of activity. An elementary school or any other kind of boarding school will
hardly develop there and, since it is so isolated and difficult
to reach, Kronburg would not be a suitable place for sick sisters to recuperate or for a motherhouse.
If, in the future, God wills that something for Tyrol
would develop on the Kronburg property, we will gratefully
accept this act of Divine Providence.
With regard to Philomena [von Fischer], we would be
very happy if she would come to the sisters. We hope that
she will not only gain physical strength and, with God’s
help, be freed of her suffering, but also find refreshment for
her soul through perpetual adoration.
We ask that you would please extend our best regards
to your brother, the governor, 50 and our heartfelt greetings
to your daughters.
Respectfully yours,
Matthias Siegert
Inspector
48. See Document 2808, p. 13.
49. Bishop Gasser
50. Aloysius Fischer (1796-1883), a lawyer from Salzburg, was the
governor of Upper Austria from 1849 until 1851.
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Munich
November 8, 1859

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Fr. Stephan Krismer, who is now in Brennbichl, 51 has offered to sell to the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters his Kronburg property under the condition that they
would be responsible for the liabilities attached to the property, that they would maintain perpetual adoration, and
that they would conduct a home for poor neglected children.
Earlier this fall, the respectfully undersigned went to
Kronburg in order to examine the situation. At that time,
she expressed her willingness to accept the property in exchange for the attached liabilities that are now known to
us. She will do this, however, only if Your Excellency approves our establishing a mission and continuing perpetual
adoration in Kronburg, and if the institute for neglected children really comes to life for, without this, the sisters would
have no field of labor there.
Many prominent and respected persons have assured us
that the institute will come to life and that, as soon as the
School Sisters have a firm foothold in Tyrol, they will be requested in many places. There are already prospects for several of these places.
Since we do not know whether we may proceed in the
matter or how to do this, I submit my request for your kind
directives in this regard.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus

51. See Footnote 37, p. 18. Brennbichl is approximately 11 miles (17
km) east of Kronburg.
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3020: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
Our Central Motherhouse in Munich
Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus
January 15, 1860
J!M!
Your Eminence! Most Reverend Prince Bishop!
Praised be the name of God forever!
Deeply moved, I exclaimed these words in adoration as
I read your handwritten letter. Yes indeed, I thought, perpetual adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament by believing virginal souls, who present their homage and ask
pardon hourly for the many sins by which the world rejects
God’s love and goodness at every moment, is the invincible
weapon that will bring about the retreat of all the enemies
of goodness. Perpetual adoration is the strongest means to
appease the merciful heart of God and obtain protection and
help for the hard-pressed Church and Papal States 1 through
the powerful intercession of the Blessed and Immaculate
Virgin Mary who will, who must, ask her Divine Son for
help, since the wine is beginning to run out everywhere. 2
I share completely your views with regard to the debt
that we are assuming with the Kronburg property, and I acknowledge that I did not foresee it any differently than you
did. Nevertheless, I cannot and may not conceal from Your
Eminence the fact that it was solely in consideration of per-

1. From the eighth century until 1870, the Papal States were territories in central Italy that were ruled by the popes. Italian nationalists
considered the Papal States as the primary obstacle to a united Italy.
2. See John 2:1-10.
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petual adoration that—provided you would give your consent—I wanted to accept Fr. [Stephan] Krismer’s offer.
Since this is now the case, I recognize it as God’s will
and, with even greater confidence, state our complete willingness to accept this blessed foundation. This gives us
great joy and, surrounding the Lord’s altar day and night,
we will pray with all our heart, storming heaven in the hope
that God will grant many graces to the Church and state,
and especially to our religious institute.
By his almighty word, Jesus once stilled the wind and
waves during the storm at sea 3 and, in our troubled times,
he will do the same today. Jesus’ arm has not been shortened; his love and mercy are the same as they were in the
days when he visibly walked this earth.
Animated by this firm confidence, we gratefully accept
what love offers us for the purpose of perpetual adoration.
I will not venture to stipulate a sum, but I think that I
should say that at least 12 persons must be available to
maintain perpetual adoration day and night, even if the poor
orphans, the innocent children, take over one or other hour
during the day. I place the entire cause into your hands and
leave everything to your wise judgment.
How happy I am, and how I praise God for letting shine
in the ecclesial heaven such a star of hope for our salvation!
In our house from now on, and in the spirit of our blessed
founders, 4 we will pray daily to Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-

3. See Matthew 8:23-27, Mark 4:37-41, and Luke 8:22-25.
4. George Michael Wittmann (1760-1833) was ordained in Regensburg in 1782. He was appointed subregent of the seminary in Regensburg
in 1788 and regent in 1802. In 1804, he was also appointed cathedral pastor in Regensburg and thus became the school inspector in Stadtamhof
where Caroline Gerhardinger began teaching in 1809. As Caroline’s spiritual director, Wittmann guided her in her vocation to the religious life.
Appointed auxiliary bishop of Regensburg in 1829, he was named the
bishop of Regensburg in 1832, but before his appointment was confirmed
in Rome, Bishop Wittmann died on March 8, 1833.
Francis Sebastian Job (1767-1834) was ordained in Regensburg in
1791. He was a professor at the seminary in Regensburg until 1808, when
he became court chaplain, first in Stuttgart and then, beginning in 1816,
in Vienna. In addition to writing Spirit of the Constitutions for the Religious Congregation of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame, Fr. Job provided financial support for Caroline Gerhardinger and the new congregation which she founded in 1833 in his hometown, Neunburg vorm Wald.
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ment for Your Eminence so that God will not allow this sav-

ing star to disappear.
As soon as the call comes to us through you, I will send
the required number of sisters to Kronburg. Until then, I
will quietly make plans so that, in the dire need with which
our entire continent is struggling at this time, help will come
quickly. Humanly speaking, we cannot foresee how the constantly increasing turmoil will end. 5
With an institute of perpetual adoration, the second purpose 6 will also be achieved because, with more sisters available, there is reason to hope that the institute for orphans
and neglected children will be better managed.
Space could also be made available for devout women
who would like to withdraw from the world for a few days of
retreat in solitude—a directive which our holy rule contains
at our request. 7 In your pastoral kindness, you will surely
appoint a priest who is suitable for all these purposes.
Finally, I want to mention that the translation of our
holy rule has already been presented to our diocesan ordi-

5. In addition to the Italian unification movement, increasing liberalism, secularism, nationalism, and socialism also led to growing unrest
and hostility toward the Catholic Church in Europe.
6. The establishment of a home for neglected girls
7. “In houses where space allows, a special section of the building is
set aside for retreats for laywomen.” Translated from Regel und Constitutionen des klösterlichen Institutes der armen Schulschwestern de Notre
Dame, approbirt von Seiner Heiligkeit, Papst Pius IX (Munich: Pössenbacher, 1860) 8.
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nariate and therefore we will soon be able to submit a copy
of our newly approved rule. 8
Recommending God’s cause to your benevolent consideration and looking forward to your further directives, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters

3021: To Fr. Stephan Krismer
Brennbichl

Munich
Feast of the Most Holy Name of Jesus
January 15, 1860
J!M!

Very Reverend Pastor!
We cordially return in the Lord your sincere best wishes
for the New Year! Although the outlook may seem dismal
now, may it become a year of salvation for all of us!
You are probably wondering why it is taking so long for a
decision to be made regarding Kronburg, but, in your char8. See Footnote 4, p. 2. The first five sections of the rule submitted
to the Holy See by Mother Theresa were arranged according to Spirit of
the Constitutions written by Francis Sebastian Job in 1833. The last two
sections were based on the Notre Dame Rule completed by St. Peter Fourier in 1640.
In late September 1858, a group of cardinals decided not to accept this
rule and called for its complete revision. The work was entrusted to Fr.
Capelli in Rome, but he was unable to complete the revision until February 1859.
After Fr. Capelli and Sister M. Margaret of Cortona
Wiedemann discussed every point of the revised rule, it was presented to
the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious on March 8, 1859.
On June 5, 1859, Pope Pius IX called an extraordinary meeting of the
Sacred Congregation, which approved the rule for six years. Since the
rule was submitted in French, it had to be translated into German before
it could be distributed to the sisters and the bishops of the dioceses where
sisters were missioned. See Ziegler, Kampf um die Regel, 147-151, 155161.
The German translation of the rule was approved by the archiepiscopal ordinariate of Munich and Freising on February 24, 1860, and printed
soon after. See Regel und Constitutionen, 1860, before p. 1.
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ity, you will understand and forgive us when I tell you that we
were waiting for a response from the prince bishop. 9 It finally
arrived today and I will not let another day pass without
telling you how things now stand.
During this time, the prince bishop, filled with love and
pastoral concern, was not idle with regard to the realization
of this work which is so pleasing to God. There was a lack of
clarity, however, and he wanted to investigate first and find
out how the cause could be best realized. Then he saw a star
of hope. 10 If God grants it, all of us will soon find help. As
soon as I receive further definite information, I will immediately give you the good news. Please be patient a little longer!
In the meantime, please keep this confidentially in your
heart and fervently entrust it to God, especially during the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, so that the entire cause will be
brought to fruition.
Our school inspector [Matthias Siegert] was indisposed
again recently and asks that you also remember him in
prayer.
Whenever your name surfaces in conversation with the
monsignor and the canon, they always express happy memories and send you cordial greetings.
Frances Gabl would like to wait until spring and diligently use the time to further her training. If she becomes a
good cook, this will be to her advantage, since there was too
little time to learn earlier. As soon as our sisters come to
Kronburg, we will take her along for her time of probation. 11
We delivered the letter to Fr. [Michael] Sintzel. 12
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
9. Bishop Gasser
10. Perpetual adoration
11. In the candidature
12. Michael Sintzel (1804-89), one of Bishop Wittmann’s seminarians, was ordained in Regensburg in 1827. In 1833, he wrote his remembrances of Bishop Wittmann and gave the proceeds to the Poor School
Sisters. A prolific writer of religious works, Fr. Sintzel was appointed
confessor for the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul in Munich in
1835.
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3050: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck

Our Motherhouse in Munich
Feast of the Sorrowful Mother
March 30, 1860

J!M!
Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
The recent notice from Sister Magdalena [von Fischer]
telling us about the death of Aloysius [von Fischer] moved
me to write immediately and express our sincere sympathy
in your deep and painful loss, but a journey prevented me
from carrying out my plans.
We were greatly edified when we heard of his happy
death and your devout surrender to God’s wise decrees, and
we will certainly pray for the repose of his soul. Before the
throne of God, Aloysius will surely repay us for this work of
mercy.
In your letter, you expressed your deep desire that
Kronburg would soon come to life. We share your conviction that good will arise from it, and this desire continues to
live in our hearts, but we are still waiting in vain for a response from the prince bishop. 13 If we push the cause, we
are afraid that we will offend the prince bishop instead of
promoting the cause, and, therefore, we cannot take any further steps lest they be taken too soon.
It seems that the prince bishop is not in complete agreement with the views of Fr. [Stephan] Krismer. (I say this to
you in confidence.) For now, we can only entrust the matter
into the hands of Mary, the Most Holy Mother of God, and
wait a little longer. Mary has helped us in the past, she
helps us now, and she will continue to help us in the future!
Perhaps you could act as an intermediary. Therefore, I
would like to suggest that you discuss this cause with the
prince bishop, either in writing or in person, and bring it to
a conclusion. (Fr. Krismer would scarcely be able to manage
this.)

13. Bishop Gasser
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If a home for neglected children, which would provide us
with a field of labor, is connected with the Kronburg property, we need not repeat that we are willing to accept it. The
prince bishop should also know this—in case you would like
to address this point—and it was precisely our confident
hope that, through this institute and perpetual adoration,
the arms of prayer would bring us even more rapid and effective help in our hostile times.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3095: To the Senior Executive Committee of the Imperial
and Royal Government of Tyrol and Vorarlberg
Innsbruck
Munich
August 29, 1860
J!M!
Senior Executive Committee of the Imperial and Royal Government of Tyrol and Vorarlberg!
Accepting an Institute for Neglected Girls in Kronburg

Reference to Imperial and Royal Government Decree No. 2824 of August
24, 1860 (received August 27)

Through a decree regarding the above, you were pleased
to inform the respectfully undersigned that the institute for
neglected children in Kronburg, as proposed by Fr. Stephan
Krismer, may be opened.
The respectfully undersigned wishes first of all to express her gratitude to the Senior Executive Committee for
this great trust. She also wishes to state that, because the
establishment of the institute for neglected children in
Kronburg is acceptable to the Imperial and Royal Government. Since there are prospects for a field of labor for the sisters who are going there, there is nothing on our part to
prevent us from accepting both the institute and the property in Kronburg under the conditions agreed upon with Fr.
Stephan Krismer.
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Since the beginning there will be very difficult, you will
not take it amiss if the respectfully undersigned ventures to
ask that you would give this new institute your gracious attention so that, with even greater blessing, the sisters sent
to Kronburg can bring about an improvement in the Upper
Inn Valley. 14 This is also your desire. The School Sisters
will certainly commit all their time and energy to attain this
end, and they will not shy away from any kind of sacrifice.
Respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3094: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck

Our Motherhouse in Munich
August 29, 1860
J!M!

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
At your urging, the Imperial and Royal Government finally sent us a favorable decree expressing the hope that the
institute in Kronburg would come to life. I am enclosing our
response to the Imperial and Royal Government for you to
read. 15
Since it is time for us to make a purchase agreement
with Fr. Stephan Krismer, we are enclosing an outline of the
articles that we consider necessary. 16 We are foreigners and
unfamiliar with these things, and therefore we ask that you
would kindly put them into the proper legal form for Austria
and for the crownland of Tyrol in particular. Before the revision is presented in court, however, I ask that you would
please send it to us. I will not delay in returning it so that
the entire business will finally be settled. With God’s grace,
I trust that it will progress well, and I will leave my subjec14. The Inn River has its source in the Swiss Alps and flows about
320 miles (515 km) through western Austria, southeast Germany, and
into the Danube River at Passau.
15. See Document 3095, pp. 35-36.
16. This outline was not included in the beatification collection.
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tive concerns of an exceptional nature to God, whom I am asking to help us through this. I also ask that you would do the
same.
I have written to the prince bishop 17 in a similar manner,
and I am enclosing the unsealed letter to him so that you can
read it. In order to avoid bothering the prince bishop with
needless correspondence, could you, in the charity with which
you have taken on this cause, please keep this letter in your
possession until you have heard from the governor 18 whether
the realization of the cause in Kronburg will be allowed. We
simply cannot wait any longer.
We also urgently ask you to make it clear to Fr. Krismer
that we must be completely free with regard to all the secular
personnel already in Kronburg. 19 We will be happy to keep
those whom we find suitable in accordance with our holy rule.
Looking forward to your kind response and united in
prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
August 31, 1860
P.S. All the preceding letters and documents were finished and ready to be sent when your letter of August 29 regarding Fr. Krismer’s last will and testament arrived. 20 Now,

17. Bishop Gasser
18. Archduke Carl Louis
19. See Footnote 27, p. 12.
20. In his letter of August 29, 1860, addressed to Mother Theresa,
Joseph von Fischer stated that Fr. Krismer had discussed the foundation
in Kronburg with Archduke Carl Louis, the governor of Tyrol and Vorarlberg. The governor had already spoken to Bishop Gasser, and there was
nothing to prevent the Poor School Sisters from coming to Tyrol as soon as
possible.
Since Fr. Krismer was already 82, Joseph von Fischer helped him
prepare a last will and testament which stated that, if he died before the
foundation was realized, his property in Kronburg would be left to the
Poor School Sisters, provided that they assume the attached liabilities,
establish a home for neglected children, and begin perpetual adoration
there. If the Poor School Sisters would not accept the offer, it would be
made with the same conditions to another religious congregation. See
Copia Publica (Transcript, Generalate) 4579-81.

38

Mission to Tyrol

instead of a contract for the transfer of property, it will be
sufficient for us to draw up a simple statement indicating
that we accept the last will and testament and that we will
take over the property in October, as we had decided before
the arrival of your letter.
We ask, therefore, that you would kindly give Fr. Krismer our response or, better yet, a statement of acceptance as
it must be formulated in Austria, so that we can have it certified here, legally countersigned, and then returned to you.
However, if we share the same opinion with regard to
this statement, and if you are willing, we can authorize you
to do this for us, which may be even better and simpler.
Sisters will come for household work at first. If children
come during the course of the year, we will also send a teaching sister but, as I already mentioned, no teachers are available at this time.
Please help us appeal to the prince bishop so that we
may obtain a suitable priest for Kronburg. This is an absolute necessity.

Fr. Stephan Krismer reported earlier that the debt on the Kronburg property amounted to 13,683 florin [$5,199.54]. 21 An elderly
person in Kronburg died in the meantime and left 1,000 florin [$380]
for the benefit of the institute. Since then, 600 florin [$228] have
come from America, which will be for the benefit of the institute if it
comes to life. Emperor Ferdinand 22 also assured us of 600 florin
with the same condition. These gifts would reduce the debt somewhat, and I ask that you would calculate the exact sum of the debts
and please let us know.
In addition to the yield from this year’s harvest, we will be satisfied with the actual holdings on the property. Last year, Fr.
Stephan Krismer made an inventory of these holdings and gave us
this document through you.
21. In 1748, the conventional currency system based on florin (gulden) was adopted by Austria, Saxony, and Bavaria. This system was used
in Austria until 1857 when a new standard known as Austrian currency
was adopted. One florin in Austrian currency was equal to approximately
38¢ in American currency at the time.
22. Archduke Ferdinand I (1793-1875) was Emperor of Austria, Apostolic King of Hungary, and King of Bohemia from 1835 until 1848 when
he abdicated the throne. He then retired to Prague where he became wellknown for his charitable works.
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We leave to your wise judgment whether these last
points should also be included in our statement or secured
in any way.
3098: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
August 30, 1860

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Prince Bishop!
An Institute in Kronburg to Be Established by the Poor
School Sisters from Bavaria
The respectfully undersigned wishes to notify Your Eminence that, since an institute for neglected girls would be a
great benefit for the Upper Inn Valley, the Senior Executive
Committee of the Imperial and Royal Government in Innsbruck expressed the hope that an institute of this type would
be founded in Kronburg. 23
In response to this government approval, the respectfully undersigned—having been informed that this is also
Your Eminence’s wish—stated her willingness to accept the
institute in Kronburg, especially after she heard that, in
case the aged priest, Fr. Stephan Krismer, would not live to
see the opening of the institute, he willed his Kronburg property to the Poor School Sisters in Bavaria as sole heirs in exchange for the acceptance of the attached liabilities. 24
God has decided, and therefore we will send sisters to
Kronburg for this purpose in September so that Fr. Stephan
Krismer might still live to experience this joy. We submit to
Your Eminence our petition for permission to do this because then we could celebrate the opening of this mission on
the feast of St. Michael the Archangel 25 (the nameday of our

23. See Document 3095, pp. 35-36.
24. See Footnote 20, p. 37.
25. September 29
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founder, [George Michael] Wittmann, who was once the
bishop of Regensburg). 26
When new missions are opened, our religious institute,
founded on God’s infinite mercy, never gives proof of a fund.
The income that is ordinarily given to us from the schools
and institutes covers the sisters’ living expenses.
If, contrary to our principles, our religious institute must
show proof to the secular government that there is a fund
to support the mission in Kronburg, we have only the property under discussion to show, but this should be satisfactory to the secular government.
I have one more concern. Please do not take it amiss if
we submit our petition that you would kindly appoint another priest in place of the one in Kronburg now, 27 since it
will be necessary for the priest to serve as the catechist for
the institute and the confessor for the sisters who will be
coming.
Respectfully yours,
[No Signature]
3105: To Fr. Stephan Krismer
Brennbichl
J!M!

Munich
September 1, 1860

Very Reverend Pastor!
A letter from the Imperial and Royal Government finally
arrived, announcing the good news that the institute
in Kronburg may come to life.After we had written our statement of acceptance to the government, 28 the prince bishop of
Brixen, 29 and Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer, 30 the latter told us that, in your last will and testa-

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

See Footnote 4, p. 30.
Fr. Francis de Sales Sailer
See Document 3095, pp. 35-36.
See Document 3098, pp. 39-40.
See Document 3094, pp. 36-39.
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ment, you bequeathed your Kronburg property to the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters, with the stipulation that they accept the attached liabilities.
Since God, whose expressed will came to us from all
sides, also made the decision, we will come to Kronburg in
September to accept the institute and property there. The
transfer can take place on the feast of the Holy Archangel
Michael, and then you will have the joy of seeing the fulfillment of your heart’s desire.
Sending this report to you in haste and asking for your
remembrance in prayer at the altar, I remain respectfully
yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
3134: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
September 21, 1860

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Responding by return mail, I want to thank you very
much for your letter of September 18 concerning Kronburg
and for the fatherly advice that it contained.
However, I must also express my regret that we cannot
come to Kronburg in October because, at that time, we must
make a trip to Hungary which was arranged long ago. 31 In
November, we must travel to Westphalia. 32 Moreover, to
have the sisters move there so late in autumn gives cause for
concern because they will have to become acclimatized to
the rough mountainous region. With good reason, I fear dire
31. In October 1860, Mother Theresa traveled to Temesvár in Hungary for the first profession ceremony held there.
32. In November 1860, Mother Theresa traveled to Westphalia to
prepare for the first reception ceremony which took place at the Brede
Convent near Brakel on Sunday, November 25. This occasion also marked
the opening of a motherhouse in Westphalia.
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consequences for them. Since it will be difficult for the sisters to adjust, I prefer to wait until next spring.
Without wishing to force the issue, these were the reasons that led me to suggest sending the sisters by the end of
September, and it never occurred to me that you would consider it necessary for us to wait with our petition to the
bishop until he comes to Innsbruck. 33
Since there is plenty of time now, everything can be settled easily by spring. I also request that you would please
strengthen the cause so that there will be no objection when
the sisters finally come.
In order to make a good beginning there, we are sending
Sister Magdalena [von Fischer].
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] joins us in extending best regards to you and to Agnes. 34
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3135: To Bishop Ignatius von Senestréy
Regensburg (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
September 21, 1860

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency! 35
. . . A personnel change will be necessary at our Regensburg house. Several weeks ago, a call came to us through
the Imperial and Royal Government of Tyrol and Vorarlberg
to accept some property in Tyrol acquired by the elderly
priest, Fr. Stephan Krismer, and to establish an educational
institute for girls in Kronburg. At the same time, we
33. In his letter of August 29, Joseph von Fischer mentioned that
Bishop Gasser would come to Innsbruck during the following weeks and
that it would be good if Mother Theresa could arrange to meet with him
while he was there. See Copia Publica, 4579-81.
34. Joseph von Fischer’s daughter
35. Ignatius von Senestréy (1818-1906), Bishop of Regensburg (18581906)
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learned of a similar desire on the part of the prince bishop
of Brixen. 36 We could not help but recognize God’s holy will
in all of this and promised to send sisters in God’s name.
If possible, we really should send natives of Tyrol back to
their own country, at least for the beginning, and therefore,
I must remove Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] from her current position 37 and send Sister M. Gonzaga Kellner in her
place. . . . 38
3155: To Governor Aloysius Fischer
J!M!

Munich
October 2, 1860

Honorable Imperial and Royal Governor!39
Your brother, Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph von Fischer], kindly gave us your prudent observations regarding
the purchase contracts for the Kronburg property.
We are in complete agreement with your views, but we
think that Paragraph H should be formulated as follows:
“Prevailing circumstances or any other condition or reason could sooner or later make the continued maintenance
of this institute by the Religious Institute of the Poor School
Sisters very difficult or even impossible. It is also possible
that another place in Tyrol may be found where the proposed institute for neglected girls can be conducted with
greater benefit than in Kronburg. Therefore, the religious
institute is entitled to sell the property and appurtenances
in Kronburg and to transfer the foundations under consideration—the institute for neglected girls and perpetual adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament—to a more suitable
36. Bishop Gasser
37. See Footnote 10, p. 4.
38. Document 3135 can be found in its entirety in Letters, Vol. 5, Living Branches, 57-59.
39. See Footnote 50 p. 26. According to Joseph von Fischer’s letter of
August 29, 1860, Fr. Krismer appointed as executors of his last will and
testament Joseph von Fischer and his brother, Governor Aloysius Fischer.
See Copia Publica, 4579-81.

44

Mission to Tyrol

place within the boundaries of Tyrol, and to continue conducting them there.”
The authorized appointment of a power of attorney is
also enclosed, and I submit my request that you would have
the purchase contract kindly drawn up at our expense in the
proper form—with the inclusion of Paragraph H as stated
above—so that it will be recognized in court. Through your
kindness, the written contract will then be completed.
As I told the senior finance councilor earlier, Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] will be one of the sisters who will be
sent to Kronburg to open the mission. 40 We consider it necessary that she, a native Tyrolean, accompany them so that,
supported by God, by you, and by the senior finance councilor, the cause will make good progress.
Submitting my appeal for your support, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3156: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
October 2, 1860

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
It is my honor to reply to your letter of September 28,
which just arrived, by saying that I would have been very
happy to have accompanied the sisters to Kronburg this
week, but Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] cannot leave Regensburg now due to the registration of her classes. Her
temporary substitute still has not been initiated into her
work.
Moreover, it would be against our religious statutes to
take possession of the property and institute in Kronburg
without the approval of the prince bishop. 41 Since we have
40. See Document 3134, pp. 41-42.
41. Bishop Gasser
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not received one single word from him, we can only wait
until we receive the decree in response to our petition which
we sent to the prince bishop through you. 42
However, if it is still absolutely necessary that we accept
the Kronburg property this winter, and if you still consider
it advisable after I told you my fear regarding this, 43 the sisters will be sent there sometime this month.
Would you please examine our enclosed response to your
brother, the governor, and then kindly forward it to him? 44
Finally, I venture to ask your good advice on how we can
be released from the exorbitant tax burden levied on Kronburg because we would like to pay off a part of the debt. Although the purchase price is very low, there are still many
things that need to be repaired and, after everything is finished, we will still be in debt, because we cannot sell the
property as other people do and, as it is, it hardly yields
enough to support the ones who farm it. We have a few Austrian state bonds. Should we redeem them now for this purpose? If not, how should we handle this situation to our
greatest advantage?
Wishing you lasting good health and requesting your
continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3169: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
October 22, 1860

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Upon my return from Temesvár yesterday, 45 I found
your letter, the letter from Fr. Stephan Krismer, and the
governor’s remarks concerning our contract.
42.
43.
44.
43-44.
45.

See Document 3098, pp. 39-40.
See Document 3134, pp. 41-42.
See Document 3155 addressed to Governor Aloysius Fischer, pp.
See Footnote 31, p. 41.
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Sincerely thanking you for all this information, it is my
honor to respond that we do not have the slightest doubt regarding Fr. Stephan Krismer’s honesty. In the event that
we would move from Kronburg because of a change in local
circumstances, we do not intend to use any part of the net
profit from the property for an unrelated purpose. It is
church property, God’s property, and, according to our rule,
without the bishop’s permission, we would not be allowed to
choose or occupy any place other than Kronburg. Therefore,
we cannot agree to the first point as Fr. Krismer wants it
written, that is, that after the current expenses of taking over
the property have been deducted, all the proceeds are to be
used for establishing the institute at another place. We
must still pay a large sum of money to improve the buildings in Kronburg and to build an addition to the little
church, which will be necessary so that the sisters will not
have to walk outside—by day and by night, in rain and
snow—in order to go to church for all their prayers. Moreover, since the property is not in the condition that it should
be, it will be necessary to make improvements on all of it.
All this demands a large sum of money which must be deducted from any profit on its sale.
The religious institute must have the same rights that
Fr. Krismer justly claims for his cause and, in accordance
with both my responsibility in the matter and the rights of
the religious institute, I must also safeguard our claim.
Therefore, I ask that the wording of the first point be retained as I wrote to the governor, 46 and I hope that Fr. Krismer will understand and agree to this because, as I said, I
cannot do otherwise.
I have no objection to the second point which stipulates
that, if the institute in Kronburg is ever transferred, it must
remain within the borders of the Inn Valley.
I think this settles the matter for now, and I ask that
you would kindly pass on to the governor the remarks cited
above that are written in the margins. Since the governor 47
also desires that we take over the institute, and
46. See Document 3155, pp. 43-44.
47. Archduke Carl Louis
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since our sisters are in other Austrian crownlands, 48 nothing
should prevent their acceptance in Tyrol.
Repeating my earlier request, I plead to God for the fulfillment of your worthy desire, which we also share, that the
institute will thrive and be a source of blessing for the glory
of God.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3170: To Governor Aloysius Fischer

J!M!

Munich
October 22, 1860

Honorable Governor!
Returning your kind comments, I ask that you would
please have the first point formulated as I have noted in the
margin 49 because, in my position, I cannot and may not act
any differently, especially in these, our critical times.
May God prevent us from ever wanting to use even the
smallest part of God’s property for other purposes! Nevertheless, I believe that I may rightfully claim what the religious institute uses from its own means for improvements
on the property because we are also obliged to pay annual
interest on 14,000 florin [$5,320]. 50 If God does not help by
sending us benefactors to provide a foundation for perpetual adoration, we will never obtain any profit from the property.
Since Fr. [Stephan] Krismer will also find this right and
just, the written documentation of the deed can proceed
48. By the time this letter was written, missions had been established in Freistadt in Upper Austria; Gorizia on the Illyrian Coastland;
Temesvár (now Timişoara in Romania); Traunkirchen in Upper Austria;
Bielitz (now Bielsko-Biała in Poland); and Johannesberg (now Javorník in
the Czech Republic). On October 19, 1860, three sisters were sent to staff
Mater Misericordiae, an orphanage in Vienna.
49. See Documents 3155, pp. 43-44, and 3169, pp. 45-47.
50. See Document 3094, pp 36-39, which gives the debt as 13,683
florin [$5,199.54].
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without objection. If the need arises, I will submit my repeated request for your kind mediation, for which reason I
am returning your remarks with our marginal notes.
With deep gratitude and united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3197: To Fr. Francis de Sales Sailer
Kronburg

Assistant! 51

J!M!

Munich
December 8, 1860

Reverend
It is my honor to reply to your letter of November 22 which
I received on December 3.
Thank you very much for your kind communications,
which were a surprise to me because I was completely unaware of their contents. I deeply regret that these things, of
which I had no previous knowledge, were reported to us only
after we were unable to do anything about them or make
any changes in the situation. We accepted the property in
Kronburg only after Church and civil authorities asked us to
establish an institute there. We thought we recognized the
will of God in this request and left the proposed cause to the
designs of Divine Providence—whatever they may be. Since
you imposed a deep silence on me regarding what you wrote,
we must now let everything take its course.
With the best will, we could not agree to do any more than
what we already stated to the highest religious and civil authorities. In any case and in accordance with my duty as
superior, I must preserve and maintain freedom in the
choice of personnel for the order. 52
Far be it from us to prevent you from calling to life the
institute in Kronburg instead of us! If that is the expressed

51. See Footnote 37, p. 18.
52. See Footnote 27, p. 12, and Document 3094, p. 37.
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will of God, we would be just as happy to stay away as we
would be to go there if God calls us.
Perhaps it is already too late, which is something I cannot know, but we think that the only solution now is for you
to come forth openly as the owner of Kronburg and, in accordance with what you wrote, claim the property according
to the rights entitled to you, but about which we did not have
the least previous knowledge. Then everything else will fall
into place.
We can only recommend the cause to God.
Presenting the above in all openness, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
3196: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
December 8, 1860

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Fr. [Francis de Sales] Sailer, the assistant in Kronburg,
sent me the respectfully enclosed letter. Although he says
that he spoke with you in a similar manner, in order to proceed in complete openness on the one hand and to inform
you of every new step on the other hand, I still feel it is necessary to send you in confidence a copy of both his letter to
me and my response to him. 53
Then you will be able to respond appropriately and either settle the conflict, as you always do, or kindly tell me
how I should proceed further and where things stand for us.
Please do not take my request amiss since, pressured
from all sides to accept Kronburg and completely unaware of
these additional disputes, I already assigned personnel to

53. See Document 3197, pp. 48-49.
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Kronburg last fall, and if this institute does not come to life,
I must be able to send them elsewhere.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
3204: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
Our Munich Motherhouse
Feast of the Grace-Filled Birth of Jesus Christ
[December 25] 1860
J!M!
Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
We wish to express our deep gratitude for your personal
letter with regard to Kronburg, which you wrote on December 12 and we received on December 20.
It all happened just as I wrote to Fr. [Francis de Sales]
Sailer. 54 The day before your letter arrived, a letter came
from Fr. Stephan Krismer, telling us that the sale of the
Kronburg property to us was finalized on December 12.
When I compared this news with the contents of Fr.
Sailer’s letter, a very strange feeling came over me.
In accordance with your wishes, we want to wait until
the matter is settled, and only then send the sisters.
In order to prevent hurting or offending anyone, we also
want to give up the property completely and leave it up to
you to decide who may have it. This kind of sale does not
seem to have been legally valid from the very beginning, and
surely there will be no blessing for us on the property.
In the same letter, Fr. Stephan Krismer spoke about his
property in Nassereith, 55 which he would like to sell to us so
that we could conduct the school for girls there. Perhaps
something could be done in Nassereith.

54. See Document 3197, pp. 48-49.
55. Nassereith is a town located approximately 15.5 miles (25 km)
northwest of Kronburg.
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In any case, we are willing to go wherever God calls us
through Your Excellency.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
P.S. Just as we were about to send this letter, a second
letter came from Fr. Sailer in which he repeated that he will
not prevent us from coming to Kronburg. Nevertheless, he
stands by his statement that he will assert all his claims if—
as is very likely—we have to give up Kronburg because we
cannot endure it there.
Fr. Sailer went on to say that just claims cannot be paid
off by buying or selling, but must always be held sacred before God.
This letter strengthens our resolve in what I ventured to
state above.
3205: To Fr. Stephan Krismer
Brennbichl
J!M!

Munich
December 25, 1860

Very Reverend Pastor!
Your esteemed letter of December 17 (received on December 19) spoke of two points—the sale of the property in
Kronburg and the property in Nassereith.
Since some details regarding the property in Kronburg
still need to be settled, the prince bishop56 advised us to
wait. In order to proceed properly and in accordance with
the Church, we must now leave everything to the prince
bishop’s wise judgment and place everything at his disposal.
Please be patient. Nothing can be done during the winter
anyway.
With regard to Nassereith, I ask that you would kindly
obtain from the town a statement regarding its desire to
transfer its school for girls to us and the amount the teach56. Bishop Gasser
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ing sisters would receive as support. You may be assured of
our willingness to come, but we cannot agree to purchase
any property in Nassereith. 57
In haste, I wanted to reply at least this much and to wish
you health and blessing for your nameday and for the New
Year.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

57. A mission was never opened in Nassereith.
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3239: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

April 2, 1861

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
According to the latest news from Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer in Innsbruck, the situation in
Kronburg has changed. Through your kind mediation, the
dispute between the two priests, [Stephan] Krismer and
[Francis de Sales] Sailer, has been settled. 1 As a result, nothing now stands in the way of our taking over the Kronburg
property and, as proof of this, the senior finance councilor also gave us the completed bill of sale.
Before we take this step, however, I would like to ask
once again if it is acceptable to you. How should we respond
to the demands and claims made by Fr. Sailer in his letter,
a copy of which we sent to you?
In any case, if, with good conscience and complete freedom, we cannot accept the property under discussion for the
purchase price, which is somewhat higher than what we
were told at the beginning, I will have to cancel the sale.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of J.

1. On March 4, 1861, Joseph von Fischer wrote to Mother Theresa
and said that Fr. Krismer had already paid much of the interest on the
debt and agreed to pay the remaining interest. Fr. Krismer also agreed to
pay the claims made by Fr. Sailer. All of this was negotiated by Bishop
Gasser. See Copia Publica, 4469-72.
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3249: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
Our Central Motherhouse in Munich
May 3, 1861
J!M!
Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
In accordance with Your Excellency’s wish, Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer made some conciliatory
suggestions regarding the Kronburg property which were discussed in his letter.
At almost the same time, Fr. [Francis de Sales] Sailer
from Kronburg came here in person to discuss the unfinished
business and especially to settle the five points—the liabilities—that had been omitted but which he saw on the
title deed in Landeck. 2
Once again, we gave everything careful consideration before God and came to the same conclusion that I mentioned to
you in an earlier letter. 3 The five new liabilities referred to
above come to approximately 3,900 florin in Austrian currency [$1,482]. We cannot pay anything besides the purchase
price and interest on it. The sisters there will not have any
income or a foundation fund. They will not be able to obtain
their livelihood from the property either, because the women
who are already there cannot support themselves.
These liabilities cannot be canceled because 1,000 florin
[$380] were borrowed, and the creditor demanded and obtained an annual interest of 50 florin [$19] for life. If no
church-related institute is established in Kronburg, or if our
institute would move away—a right we have reserved for ourselves for good reason, 4 these 1,000 florin must go to another
foundation after the creditor dies.
The 1,500 florin [$570] are from some of the women who
are living there. If they are not accepted into our religious
institute, this money must be returned to them when they
leave. (I must reserve the right of freely choosing the personnel.)
2.
3.
4.

Kronburg is located in the judicial district of Landeck.
See Document 3239, p. 53.
See Documents 3155, pp. 43-44, and 3169, pp. 45-47.
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Likewise, the 600 florin [$228] are wages for the two servants who have been there for ten years without receiving
an annual salary of 30 florin [$11.40] each. Both of these
servants have also clearly stated that, even if they were accepted, they do not wish to enter our community.
For ten years, Fr. Sailer used all his strength, energy,
and everything he owned for this cause. He did not even
spare his health and now he is asking for 500 florin [$190]
if he would have to leave.
As I have already said in all openness, as good as this
priest seems to be, after years of governing and living with
all these people, even with the best of will on our part, it
would be impossible to introduce him to our very different
way of life and expect him to follow it without having two
opposing parties from the very beginning.
Fr. [Stephan] Krismer himself called Fr. Sailer there and
practically gave him Kronburg, for which Fr. Sailer suffered,
begged, and spent so much. After all this, we cannot remove
him without any compensation (and, with him, his father
who is elderly and ill) without incurring before God and others the just reproach of hardness of heart.
In the meantime, the number of women there has increased to sixteen. Fr. Krismer maintains that I assured
them reception, something that I absolutely must deny because, as superior, I could not and would not be allowed to
do such a thing. According to our holy rule, all of them are
far too old to be received, 5 and they have been accustomed to
their own devout way of life for years. It has become second
nature to them, and they cannot give it up any more than a
tall, full-grown tree can be bent. Moreover, after these
women have managed the entire farm year after year with
little or no profit for themselves from its entire yield, who
could or would want to dismiss them?
Perhaps God’s will is speaking through Fr. Sailer’s plan
(after Fr. Krismer no longer has anything to say in the matter) to begin an institute in which worthy servants would be
trained for rural areas and, at the same time, perpetual adoration would be fostered.
5. According to the rule approved in 1859, the age limit for women
desiring to enter the congregation was ordinarily 27.
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Putting all of this together, we find no better way to settle the conflict between the priests in Kronburg and to avoid
disturbing the peace, hurting anyone, causing any damage,
or thwarting any good purpose, than that of withdrawing
and leaving to Fr. Sailer all the property as we acquired it.
We will go instead to whatever place you consider best for us
and ask only for a field of labor with a school or similar institute (which is also lacking in Kronburg and will never develop there).
For a long time, Fr. Alexander Lehner has intended to
introduce the School Sisters in Pfaffenhofen, and he has already taken measures toward that end. 6 If Your Excellency
approves, perhaps a mission could be established there soon.
On the other hand, if an institute of this type would open
somewhere else, we would be just as happy to follow the call
there.
Since the business with the Kronburg property cannot
be postponed and the fields must be prepared, the wood cut,
purchases made, and other measures taken for the coming
year, I ask that you would please let us know if we may
withdraw in peace from Kronburg and if you approve our
leaving the property to Fr. Sailer.
Respectfully yours,
M. Th. of Jesus
3248: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
May 3, 1861

Honorable and Esteemed Senior Finance Councilor!
Since Reverend Mother is unable to write now, it is my
honor to respond in her name to your esteemed letter of
April 25 and to send you her best regards.
6. Alexander Francis Lehner (1813-83) was born in Pfaffenhofen, a
town located on the Inn River approximately 19 miles (30 km) west of
Innsbruck. In 1835, he entered the Order of Friars Minor Conventual in
Padua and, among other things, was responsible for the education of the
order’s clerics.
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Recently Fr. [Francis de Sales] Sailer came here from
Kronburg in order to discuss the situation and to find out
where he stood. On this occasion, he informed us in confidence that five liabilities amounting to 3,900 florin in Austrian currency [$1,482] were omitted in the bill of sale.
Fr. Sailer appeared to be in such a state of interior suffering that it would move to pity even the hardest of hearts.
To remove him now from Kronburg would amount to putting him and his sick and elderly father out on the street.
Reverend Mother would not have the heart to do this, and
she could not answer to God for it. Fr. Sailer was called to
Kronburg by Stöffele 7 himself, and he gave everything he
owned, yes, even his life, for the property there and, in particular, to pay off the massive debts attached to it when he
arrived ten years ago. In the eyes of the world, such callous
treatment as his sudden removal without any compensation
would have to be condemned as hardheartedness. (Up to
now, Krismer has not negotiated or settled anything.)
The five liabilities omitted in the bill of sale are clear and
irrefutable. As Reverend Mother wrote to the bishop, 8 it is
impossible to assume the additional payments. She cannot
cherish Stöffele’s sanguine hopes and, even more, she cannot
see how the sisters will be able to live there or what they will
live on, to say nothing about who will pay the annual
interest on the purchase price.
Moreover, contrary to Stöffele’s statement, Reverend
Mother has the right and the freedom, as she must have,
with regard to the acceptance of the women who are already there. 9
The writer
of this
letter
is a witness to the fact that
these women are so accustomed to their way of life and are
of such an advanced age that a change for them is unthinkable, if not utterly impossible. I do not say this in criticism

7. Fr. Krismer was also known as Stöffele.
8. See Document 3249, pp. 54-56, addressed to Bishop Gasser.
9. In his letter of March 4, 1861, Joseph von Fischer also spoke of Fr.
Krismer’s claim that Mother Theresa promised to accept as lay sisters the
women who were already living on the property under the direction of Fr.
Sailer. He also wrote that “through their work in the fields, management
of the flour mill, weaving, and embroidery, they could support themselves
and, at the same time, guarantee the optimal cultivation of the land,”
which would make it unnecessary for Mother Theresa to send more personnel for these services. See Copia Publica, 4579-81.
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or as a rebuke. No, I have seen all this for myself, and I give
them praise because I am edified by their poverty, their silence, their devotion, and their hard work, all of which they
perform in their own way. To suddenly dismiss them, which
would be possible, is contrary to Reverend Mother’s conviction that it would be pleasing to God if Fr. Sailer would establish an association of servants for rural areas.
So as not to offend anyone in any way, but to reconcile instead the still unsettled differences regarding the property
and to settle them forever without thwarting any good
cause, Reverend Mother thinks that, in light of all the factors, it would be advisable to withdraw from Kronburg.
Sailer claims to have a greater right to the property than
Stöffele, and, under the prevailing circumstances, it seems
best to leave the property, just as it came to us from Krismer, to Fr. Sailer and his association whose members foster
adoration.
As far as we are concerned, we are willing to begin a mission in any small village or tiny place which the bishop finds
suitable for the vocation of the Poor School Sisters and assigns to them. Perhaps it could be on the property belonging to Fr. Alexander [Lehner] from Pfaffenhofen, or any
other place where a little school, an ever so small beginning,
would be possible.
This is what I am to tell you for now until there is an opportunity for a personal conversation with the bishop.
Adding the comment that no step will be taken without
the bishop’s approval, I remain respectfully yours,
M. [Matthias] Siegert
3267: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
July 2, 1861

Honorable Senior Finance Councilor!
At last, you will say, a sign of life! Three cheers! Since
Reverend Mother, who sends you her best regards, is still
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on a journey, I hasten to write to you in her name.
Under the prevailing circumstances, Reverend Mother
cannot possibly accept at any price the Kronburg property
for the reasons already communicated to you regarding the
differences 10 which cannot be resolved through the mediation
of Dr. [Carl] Catherein. 11 These differences can only be
set aside to a certain extent if changes are made that would
be contrary to Fr. Stephan Krismer’s promise 12 or, to put it
more precisely, if the blame is placed on the Poor School Sisters.
Regarding the price for taking over the property, I need
not tell you that, with the conditions stated in the purchase
contract alone, no one would ever accept it.
Apart from everything else, the most important element
is lacking—an actual field of labor, which will never develop
in Kronburg.
Therefore, we ask that you would kindly do your best to
get us out of this embarrassing situation and make it possible for us to transfer the property to Fr. [Francis de Sales]
Sailer under the same conditions. Then he could take over
the legal taxes for the purchase, Stöffele’s purpose would be
achieved, and perhaps Sailer could finally realize his long
cherished desire and carry out his project, which certainly
has a worthy purpose—unless you have other plans.
If the Poor School Sisters are called and find a field of
labor appropriate to their vocation, they will be happy to go
to the tiniest village in Tyrol. We still hope to come to Pfaffenhofen after the death of the elderly cousin of Professor
Alexander [Lehner], if not sooner.
This is what I was to tell Your Honor in the name of our
Reverend Mother and at her request.
Once again appealing for your kind intercession, I remain respectfully yours,
Matthias Siegert
10. See Document 3248, pp. 56-58.
11. In his letter of March 4, 1861, Joseph von Fischer referred to Dr.
Carl Catherein, a lawyer who worked on the purchase contract for the
property in Kronburg. See Copia Publica, 4469-72.
12. The acceptance of the women already at Kronburg into the congregation
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3284: To Fr. Stephan Krismer
Brennbichl

Munich
September 1, 1861

J!M!
Very Reverend Dean!
At your request, I am honored to reply to your friendly
letter of August 29 by return mail because soon I will begin
a prolonged journey out of the country.
We met with the prince bishop, 13 discussed in great detail the entire situation regarding Kronburg, and asked for
his response and directives, but they still have not arrived.
You already know about the prince bishop’s statement of approval for the Sisters of Charity 14 to come to Kronburg and
accept the property. If the general superior of the Sisters of
Charity accepts this property with the conditions and demands set by the founder, as well as the expenses for documentation and so forth, there can be no objection to this
transfer on our part because we are unable to do this.
Kronburg is close to the convent of the Sisters of Charity in Zams. Therefore, the property would be desirable for
them in many respects and would offer them advantages
that no other community could easily attain there. The outstanding debts or legacies would also be transferred to the
Sisters of Charity. My only hope is that the worthy purpose
will finally be realized and that it will continue with great
blessing.
In closing, I also ask that you would kindly let us know
how this transfer to the Sisters of Charity could and should
be made with the least expense. Could we transfer the property as a donation under the same conditions so that they
will not have to pay the documentary expenses twice? In
any case, we cannot make these payments. 15

13. Bishop Gasser
14. A motherhouse of the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul is
located in Zams in the Inn Valley and approximately 2.5 miles (4 km) from
Kronburg.
15. The Sisters of Charity did not acquire the Kronburg property at
that time.
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Awaiting your kind response, extending my best regards
to the reverend mother of the Sisters of Charity, and united
in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3314: To Fr. Francis de Sales Sailer
Kronburg
J!M!

Munich
January 11, 1862

Reverend Assistant!
In reply to your esteemed letter of December 31 (received
on January 4, 1862), I can only say that I have not changed
my mind, and therefore the delay with regard to Kronburg
is not our fault.
In May 1861, I presented everything to His Excellency in
Brixen 16 and, at your urging, I will make the presentation
once again. I will also include the request that he would
grant you episcopal permission to give your good people the
religious habit and continue as a religious association. Then
Kronburg could not only be handed over to you completely
under the given conditions, but also remain yours in accordance with what you are saying and writing. 17
We do not want the least benefit for ourselves, but it goes
without saying that we do not want to take on any expense
for Kronburg either. The legacy would not be lost, 18 all your
people would be completely satisfied, and Fr. [Stephan]
Krismer’s foundation would be maintained.
We must leave to you the continued management and
promotion of this cause which is now yours. We also think
it advisable and necessary for you to apply immediately to
the diocesan ordinariate in Brixen for episcopal approval.
May God grant the cause a successful conclusion! We will

ica.

16. See Document 3249, addressed to Bishop Gasser, pp. 54-56.
17. See Document 3315, pp. 62-63.
18. See Document 3094, p. 38, for a reference to a legacy from Amer-
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rejoice if God has chosen us as the means to help you reach
your final goal.
Although late, we return your cordial wishes for the New
Year with our best wishes, and we ask that all of us would
be remembered in the devout women’s prayer.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3315: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
January 11, 1862

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Although with some hesitation in view of the distressing
state of affairs, with full confidence I respectfully turn once
again to Your Excellency with regard to Kronburg.
Fr. [Francis de Sales] Sailer wrote to us another letter of
lamentation stating that, because the situation is still unsettled, everything is deteriorating and he is completely
worn out. His people are dissatisfied, do not want to stay
any longer, and are demanding compensation from us, all of
which he has already told you.
I cannot do anything more in the matter than what I
wrote at great length on May 3, 1861, 19 when I presented
Your Excellency with the fact that, apart from all the irresolvable differences, a field of labor suitable for us will never
develop in Kronburg and, therefore, our main purpose can
never be achieved there.
If you would allow me to make a suggestion in this regard—without wanting to influence you in the least—it
would be this: Kronburg should become the property of Fr.
Sailer and his association under the same conditions that
Fr. [Stephan] Krismer set down for us before it became our
property. In order to bring the foundation to its full real-

19. See Document 3249, pp. 54-56.
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ization and to secure the good cause, Fr. Sailer could then,
with episcopal approval, give the religious habit to the
women who have toiled for years to maintain the property
and would be happy to remain there. Fr. Sailer could also
be given permission to accept more women of a similar nature who would later apply. Then both a home and an opportunity for training in similar services could be provided
for these women, and a beneficial church-related institute
could come to life.
Since all their demands would be met, Fr. Sailer and all
the women there would certainly be happy to agree to this.
The institute would become a church-related religious institute, and therefore the legacy, which is supposedly still
available, would be saved and not lost. Finally, Fr. Krismer’s foundation would also be maintained and completely
realized.
If you would approve what I have respectfully requested
here, the whole complicated situation would be resolved
with one stroke, and no one would be hurt.
Therefore, would Your Excellency please take the Kronburg situation in hand and give your decisive word? Everything depends on this now. According to Fr. Sailer’s letter,
the cause there must take another turn by Candlemas. 20
Due to the irresolvable differences and conflicts, as well
as the reason already mentioned several times, it is impossible for us to go to Kronburg.
At the same time, we state our willingness to go wherever you call us, even to the tiniest village of Tyrol, if we find
there a field of labor in accordance with our purpose.
To this end, I also confidently venture to send the respectfully enclosed statement. 21
Respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters

20. February 2
21. See Document 3313, p. 64.
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3313: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
January 11, 1862

Statement
The undersigned hereby states that, of their own accord,
the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame transfer the property
in Kronburg—which they acquired from Fr. Stephan Krismer by means of a gift and purchase contract made in Landeck on December 12, 1860, and registered with the
Imperial and Royal District Court of Landeck on December
13, 1860—to the association of women in Kronburg who are
under the direction of Fr. [Francis de Sales] Sailer, the chaplain there, for the same purchase price and under the same
conditions as listed in the purchase contract.
The Poor School Sisters also transfer all the rights and
obligations attached to the property, as well as all current
and future expenses. With the transfer of this property, all
claims and counterclaims made by Fr. Sailer and the association of women in Kronburg or by the Poor School Sisters
are settled completely and forever.
With her signature and the generalate seal affixed, this
statement is given at our central motherhouse in Munich on
January 11, 1862.
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
3320: To Fr. Stephan Krismer
Brennbichl

Munich
January 24, 1862

J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!
In response to your kind letter of January 14 (received
on January 16), allow me to say that I recently submitted
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my final statement with regard to Kronburg to the prince
bishop 22 and I am waiting for his final decision which will be
communicated to you as well as to us. We will entrust the
cause to God in the meantime.
I would like to add only one more thing. If Mr. Oberlindober gave 100 florin [$38] for my journey to Kronburg and
back, I must keep this money as a reimbursement, and I
cannot and may not use it for any other purpose or put it
into another account. If Mr. Oberlindober merely gave it to
you to pay off the interest, however, I have no claim to any
of it.
United in prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3345: To Fr. Stephan Krismer
Brennbichl

Munich
March 28, 1862

J!M!
Reverend Pastor!
You expressed your regret that Kronburg is now being
given to the women there. Be consoled, for this was surely
in the plan of Divine Providence, which often makes use of
various means to carry out intentions that we simply cannot
understand.
These women have already prayed much,
worked hard, and used everything they have for Kronburg.
Their only longing is to live and die there in the service of
God.
Now their longing will be satisfied, and the institute will
come to life as a religious institute for the training of worthy
servants. This will surely be beneficial for Tyrol in its own
way.
At the same time, your stipulations will also be fulfilled.
Our dear Lord in the Blessed Sacrament will be adored by
these devout women who are not to blame for anything that

22. See Document 3313, p. 64.
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may have happened and who will pray for you as stated in
the title deed. The legacy from America will not be lost either, and so I think everything will be carried out according
to your wishes, even if in a somewhat different manner.
When Fr. [Francis de Sales] Sailer, who also worked very
hard for this, is no longer living, God will continue to send
help.
Regarding the sum of 100 florin [$38] which you received
from Mr. Oberlindober, the journeys we undertook on behalf
of Kronburg cost much more than that, but we also make this
sacrifice for God and the good cause. May God bless
everything a thousandfold! May the name of God be glorified and the reign of God extended!
Closing with the beautiful salutation, “Praised be Jesus
Christ,” and asking to be remembered in your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3498: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
January 30, 1863

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Today, Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer
wrote and told me of your pastoral and well-meaning advice
with regard to the Kronburg property. It was like news from
heaven because I had heard nothing from Fr. [Francis de
Sales] Sailer. At the same time, I dared not trouble you
again with this matter.
It was neither vacillation nor fear that deterred me from
going to Kronburg, but the reasons I presented to you earlier. Therefore, I place the entire matter into your hands,
completely confident that you will mediate and settle everything in the best interest of all concerned.
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Once again, if the door is open to us, and if there is a purpose suitable for us, we are most willing to go anywhere in
your diocese.
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3499: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
January 30, 1863

Honorable Senior Finance Councilor!
Your esteemed letter today was like a message from
heaven because this matter was always on my mind and I
did not know where to find advice and help. After all our
petitions to the prince bishop 23 brought no answer, I did not
dare ask again.
Since you are offering to help us clear up the matter in
Kronburg for once and for all, I hasten even more to say
that, by all means, I would be very happy if you would
kindly settle it. Consequent upon your kind offer, I also took
the liberty of issuing the power of attorney in your name
which, together with the purchase contract, is enclosed. I
am also sending to you a further communication to the
prince bishop, and I ask that you would please have it delivered to him. 24
I am sorry that it ended this way but, as I already explained, there was nothing else to do but cancel the purchase.

23. Bishop Gasser
24. See Document 3498, pp. 66-67.
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Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] was not well when she
was in Illyria, 25 but she has recovered since her return to the
motherhouse. She looks forward to your visit on the feast of
St. Joseph.
In closing, I ask that you would kindly settle the case in
the best way possible.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3538: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
April 8, 1863

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
As always, we come as your debtors today to thank you
for all the trouble you recently took in the interest of the good
cause. God has already prepared the reward for your charity.
We regret only one thing, that this Kronburg affair prevented you from celebrating the feast of St. Joseph at our
house. Nevertheless, we are consoled by the fact that there
will be another opportunity, and we venture to repeat our
cordial invitation to come and visit us. A better season will
also make a visit more inviting.
Surely Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] has already sent
her Easter greetings in place of mine. 26 Praise God, she is
well at the moment!
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] gratefully returns
your kind greetings.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
25. Since the mission in Kronburg was never opened, Sister M. Magdalena was sent to the academy and boarding school in Gorizia on the Illyrian Coastland (now a part of Italy). Sisters began staffing this institute in
1860. Sister M. Magdalena was appointed superior, but she was called
back to Munich in the fall of 1862.
26. Easter was celebrated on April 5, 1863.
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3574: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!
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Munich
July 8, 1863

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
According to what you told us in your last letter, the
business of Kronburg is settled in the best possible manner
with no loss for the good cause. 27 Thanks be to God and to
your kind mediation! May everything proceed well to the
greater glory of God!
May we cherish the joyful hope that, in the kindness of
your heart, you will personally bring us the legally signed
contract? We have been expecting you for a long time and,
once again, we offer you our house and our poor service.
The warm weather seems to be having a beneficial effect
on Sister Magdalena [von Fischer].
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3612: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
November 11, 1863

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Having just received your kind letter of the ninth of this
month, I hasten to reply before I leave again for Hungary
and Illyria.
First of all, I am very sorry that I caused you so much
trouble with the simple question to Magdalena [von Fi27. According to Document 3785, pp. 79-81, Fr. Sailer entered into a
preliminary purchase agreement with the Poor School Sisters on June 18,
1863, and accepted all the conditions attached to the foundation in Kronburg. This verbal agreement, however, did not complete the transfer of
property to him.
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scher], “How are things with Kronburg?” She had just told
me that Pfaffenhoffen was not given up, but willed to the
order instead. 28 With this, dear Magdalena caused you to
send us a detailed account of the current situation in Kronburg.
Kronburg is entrusted to God. If it is God’s will that
Pfaffenhofen comes to us, we will make the sacrifices for this
mission that we wanted to make for Kronburg. As for Kronburg, I would ask you not to waste any more time and energy in writing about it.
We will be grateful to God and to you if there are capable candidates in Tyrol who can be prepared as teachers.
(We have already given you the characteristics that they
should have.)
When pleasant weather returns next year, we ask you
to honor us with another visit, but please stay for a longer
time than you did this year.
Asking to be remembered in your devout prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3623: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
January 7, 1864

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
After reading the detailed letter which you kindly sent
us, I feel the same as I did when we decided not to accept the
property in Kronburg. In fact, I am now even more con-

28. On September 30, 1861, Anna Lehner, a single woman and cousin
of Fr. Alexander Lehner, willed her small castle with its gardens, orchards,
meadows, and forest in Pfaffenhofen to the “Professed Poor School Sisters
and their Motherhouse in Munich.” In return, the sisters were to conduct
free of charge a school for girls in Pfaffenhofen. (Typescript, Pfaffenhofen)
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vinced that we School Sisters would be far less able to accept Kronburg for our purposes than other religious associations would be.
Apart from all the other factors, it would be difficult for
any order that goes there to either keep or to dismiss Fr. [Francis
de Sales] Sailer and all the good people in Kronburg who
have already worked so hard for it.
Therefore, I can only repeat my earlier request that you
would sell the property in lots. Any other possible attempt
to sell it as a whole would be costly and would prolong the
whole affair without achieving any other result. We will not
ask for a single extra kreuzer from the sale, but offer all the
remaining assets to be used in Pfaffenhofen.
Since Fr. Alexander’s [Lehner] cousin is already 84 years
old, everything in Pfaffenhofen will surely be concluded by
the time the sale of the Kronburg property is settled. Since
there can be no doubt about Fr. Alexander’s cousin, our coming there will meet with no further obstacle.
No harm will come to the good cause because it will be
transferred to Pfaffenhofen and realized there as far as possible. This could never have happened in Kronburg. The
cause will remain the same; only the location will be changed.
[On a separate sheet]
Thank you very much for the directory of the diocese of
Trent, for kindly sending the letter from Canon [John Baptist] Zwerger 29 and, even more, for your great charity in not
sparing any effort, both in recommending our order and in
wanting to introduce it everywhere.
If the order’s expansion is pleasing to Divine Providence,
it will happen. We are most willing to go wherever God calls
in order to contribute our mite to the teaching and charac-

29. Canon John Baptist Zwerger (1824-93) was an imperial court
chaplain and a professor of pastoral theology in Vienna. After the first
sisters were sent to Vienna in October 1860, Canon Zwerger was their confessor and strong support until he was assigned to Trent in January 1863.
In 1867, he was appointed the bishop of Seckau in Austria where he remained until his death in 1893.
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ter formation of girls and young women. We recommend
this intention to your devout prayer so that God will give us
the necessary grace for this work, and we ask for your continued gracious benevolence.
We are replying on a separate sheet to Canon Zwerger’s
letter. 30 Then you will be free to use as you wish our letter
which discusses the situation in Kronburg.
We also repeat our request that you would collaborate
resolutely with the bishop 31 in the manner indicated so that
we can achieve the desired goal.
Please do not forget our request about sending us devout
and talented young women.
We are consoled by the fact that, despite the winter’s
cold, Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] is well and joyful in the
Lord.
3638: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
March 2, 1864

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
We are truly sorry that, after all the trouble you have
taken concerning Kronburg, we must state that we cannot
accept the proposal you presented.
When we consider the matter from our point of view, we
always come to the same conclusion and, therefore, we must
adhere to our first statement and repeat that we are most
willing to go wherever Divine Providence calls us and to do
all in our power to fulfill the purposes that cannot be realized in Kronburg.
If the property would be sold in lots and prudently managed, and if the same purpose would be fulfilled elsewhere,
why would the benefactors not agree to it?

30. Mother Theresa’s letter to Canon Zwerger was not included in the
beatification collection.
31. Bishop Gasser
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We will continue to pray that the cause will be guided
by God’s most holy will, and we ask that you would not grow
weary in your love and zeal for God’s cause!
Our sincere best wishes for the feast of St. Joseph!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3756: To Dr. Carl Amann
Flaurling

Munich
November 16, 1864

J!M!
Very Reverend Dean! 32
There was a long delay in our reply to your kind and
benevolent letter of October 25 because, in the meantime,
we accompanied some of our sisters to London in order to
begin a new mission there. 33
Thank you very much for your letter with information
about Pfaffenhofen, for the kind advice you gave in your loving concern for the blessed work, and for offering your help
in furthering it. 34
We have already submitted our statement of acceptance
to the local city court, 35 and therefore we joyfully look forward to meeting you as a new friend of our order in Pfaf-

32. Dr. Carl Amann was the dean and pastor in Flaurling, which is
approximately 2 miles (3.5 km) from Pfaffenhofen. From 1785 until 1951,
the church in Flaurling was designated as the parish church and the
church in Pfaffenhofen was designated as an expositur church that was
subject to the parish in Flaurling. The church in Pfaffenhofen had its own
priest, known as the parish vicar, and, with the exception of financial administration, acted as an independent parish.
33. Mother Theresa and Fr. Siegert accompanied six sisters to London
to open a mission at the St. Boniface German Catholic Parish in Whitechapel on October 30, 1864. On the way, however, Mother Theresa became
ill in Paris and waited there until Fr. Siegert returned from London.
34. See Footnote 28, p. 70. Anna Lehner died on September 16, 1864.
35. This statement was not included in the beatification collection.
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fenhofen, examining the little castle and its premises, 36 and
being able to adapt it completely for the designated purpose.
Encouraged by your friendly reassurance, we already
venture to present a few requests. Could you please provide, at our expense, a sketch of the plan of the castle and its
location, even if it is only in pencil?
Would you also kindly let us know where Mass is said in
Pfaffenhofen?
At the end of the inventory made by the Imperial and
Royal District Office in Telfs, 37 and communicated to us by
the Bavarian City Court, it was mentioned that half of the
hill would be auctioned to defray funeral and court expenses
for Anna Lehner. If this happens, may we ask you to do an
additional act of charity for us? Through some reliable individual, could you please bid for the property in your name
and add the expense to our account for the sisters who are
coming? They will need this land for their support, and it is
not always easy to buy such property.
In closing, we cordially welcome in the Lord the girls and
young women of your parish and ask for your protection,
your continued good will, and a remembrance in your prayer
for us and for the sisters who will be sent to Pfaffenhofen.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus

36. A small castle known as the Pfaffenhofen Tower was located in
Pfaffenhofen since the thirteenth century. In 1797, the castle and surrounding property were awarded to Baron Francis Xavier Zech for his services to the land of Tyrol. In the first half of the nineteenth century, the
property, also known as the Zech Castle, was sold to Joseph Lehner and
later inherited by his son Aloysius. In 1855, Aloysius Lehner sold the
property to his sister Anna, but reserved the right to live there and make
use of it for the rest of his life. (Typescript, Pfaffenhofen)
37. Telfs is located across the Inn River from Pfaffenhofen.
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Brixen
J!M!
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Munich
November 21, 1864

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Today we were informed by the Royal Bavarian District
Court in Munich that, after the deduction of cash and other
legacies to her relatives, the deceased Anna Lehner of Pfaffenhofen, cousin of Fr. Alexander Lehner, a Franciscan in Venice, willed her property to the Religious Institute of the Poor
School Sisters of Notre Dame in Bavaria. This legacy is given
with the condition that the Poor School Sisters teach the girls
in Pfaffenhofen free of charge. The respective prince bishop of
Brixen will have the overall supervision of this church-affiliated
school.
We accepted the legacy on a provisional basis and, trusting
in God, we agreed to the attached obligation to take over the
school for girls in Pfaffenhofen. Nevertheless, we also said that
we wanted to turn to Your Excellency about this so that further
details can be settled.
Therefore, the respectfully undersigned submits her petition that you would grant to the generalate of the Poor
School Sisters of Notre Dame episcopal approval of this
transaction or, if necessary, that you would give us further
directives.
May God be pleased by this work which will be carried
out for the glory of God and the salvation of the souls of the
children of Tyrol! We will be happy to come to Pfaffenhofen
in order to dedicate our time and energy for the children’s wellbeing and to show Your Excellency our good will.
We do not expect any objection on the part of civil authorities to our taking possession of the property in Pfaffenhofen because we already have several missions in Austria,
including those in Freistadt, Traunkirchen, Johannesberg,
Bielitz, Hungary, and Illyria, as well as in Vienna-Fünfhaus 38
38. See Footnote 48, p. 47. Mater Misericordiae was located in
Fünfhaus, a suburb of Vienna until it was incorporated into the city in the
early 1890s.
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where the sisters obtained corporation rights from the imperial government through the episcopal consistory.
Repeating the petition stated above, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3767: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
December 10, 1864

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
We were very happy to receive your personal letter in
which you were pleased to give your consent to the contents
of the legacy from the deceased Anna Lehner regarding a
mission of the Poor School Sisters in Pfaffenhofen. As soon
as we obtain the legacy from the probate court, we will submit it to the diocesan ordinariate in Brixen, together with
the petition that you would kindly obtain corporation rights
for us in Tyrol.
We are also sorry that the cause regarding Kronburg fell
through because of the very complicated and difficult local
circumstances, both personal and financial, which made it
impossible. Since you mentioned it again, however, I venture to ask whether that foundation could be joined with
this one because then the purpose of the foundation in Pfaffenhofen could be more easily realized in every respect.
If you would approve, we would be happy to make this
offer. After Kronburg is sold, with God’s grace and the
united strength of both foundations, a beautiful mission
could arise in Pfaffenhofen. May God bring it about! How
happy we would be to serve God and Your Excellency and to
do all that we can for the glory of God’s name and the salvation of souls.
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Urgently repeating our request for your kind consideration of this matter, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Th. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
December 11, 1864
P. S. After the above letter was written, we received a
letter from Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer
who informed us that the property adjacent to the Lehner
property was offered for sale at a low price. This property
belongs to two elderly and ill brothers in Pfaffenhofen. 39
Protestants tried to buy it, but it would be desirable and
doubly advantageous for the future institute of the Poor
School Sisters.
We are in agreement with this suggestion because the
sisters who are coming cannot support themselves on the
small piece of Lehner property. Therefore, since you have
given your consent to this mission, we request permission
to acquire this property through a third party.

39. For almost 600 years, the Hörtenberg, a fortress with a large tower situated on a hill overlooking Pfaffenhofen and the Inn Valley, was a
center of the administration of justice for the surrounding area. After Tyrol was ceded to Bavaria in 1805, the center of jurisdiction was moved to
Telfs. By 1840, the land, buildings, and property belonging to the Hörtenberg had been sold to Joachim and Matthias Neurauter.
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3785: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
January 13, 1865

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
In addition to expressing our deep gratitude for episcopal permission to accept the Lehner property in Pfaffenhofen, I venture to say that Senior Finance Councilor
[Joseph von Fischer] also recommended that we acquire the
Hörtenberg property. 1 We are in agreement with this, but
we have not yet purchased it and have heard nothing further about it. Being so far away, we must leave it up to the
senior finance councilor’s judgment. We passed on to him
the pastoral advice that Your Excellency graciously gave us.
The contents of your letter regarding the Kronburg property, however, raised new concerns. With everything there
still so undecided, serious conflicts will arise when the aged
Fr. Stephan Krismer dies, which could happen very soon. 2
Therefore, if the project of transferring the foundation
purpose of Kronburg to Pfaffenhofen is impossible, I would
like to return to our earlier purchase agreement of June 18,
1863, in which Fr. [Francis de Sales] Sailer agreed to all the
conditions of the foundation and accepted them. 3 I submit
my petition that you would graciously put an end to the confusion by allowing all the women to be received into the
Third Order of St Francis and thus continue to live as a religious society of tertiaries.

1. See Document 3767, pp. 76-77.
2. At the time this letter was written, Fr. Krismer was 87. He died
at the age of 91 on November 8, 1869.
3. See Footnote 27, p. 69.
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Granted, a questionable legacy of 1,600 florin [$608]
would be lost, but the debts, about which Fr. Stephan Krismer told us only after our purchase contract was signed, are
more than 3,000 florin [$1,140]. 4 The property has depreciated in value every year since then.
At the time that we would have gone to Kronburg, 16
women were there, but now their number has increased to
32. These women live for the most part off the proceeds from
clearing the Kronburg forest. The cost of our moving and
settling in Kronburg alone would have come to far more
than 1,600 florin, even if we had stayed for only a short time.
We could not have achieved anything there, and we would
have had to abandon the property, just as all those who went
there have had to do.
In the original purchase contract of December 1, 1861
[sic], 5 we expressly reserved the order’s right to manage the
property purchased in Kronburg as free and unrestricted
property for all time. For this reason, there should be little
objection to transferring the property to Fr. Sailer because
this is the only way possible to attain and fulfill the purpose
of the foundation.
Therefore, I submit my urgent petition that, after such
a long time, this situation would be settled and that our verbal purchase agreement of June 18, 1863, between Senior
Finance Councilor von Fischer, whom I authorized, and Fr.
Sailer, who agreed to all the conditions, would be documented as legally valid. This could easily be settled now by
the parties concerned and would prevent the development
of even greater difficulties after Fr. Stephan Krismer dies
and all his relatives and the civil courts have the right to
dictate and insist on whatever they want.
In Pfaffenhofen, we will do all that we can to convince
Your Excellency how concerned we are about pursuing good
purposes, provided that they are within the realm of possibility. After so many unsuccessful attempts—to say nothing
of all the other complications—this turned out to be impossible for us in Kronburg.
4. See Document 3249, pp. 54-56.
5. See Document 3313, p. 64, which indicates that the sale was finalized on December 12, 1860.
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Urgently recommending this matter to your pastoral
heart, I sign myself,
The Poor School Sister of Notre Dame,
M. Th. of J.
3790: To the Imperial and Royal District Office
Telfs
J!M!

Munich
January 21, 1865

Lehner Legacy in Pfaffenhofen
The respectfully undersigned is honored to respond to
the communication received by the Generalate of the Poor
School Sisters in Munich from the Imperial and Royal District Office in Telfs through the Royal Bavarian City Court
of Munich on the Left Bank of the Isar [River] that the
Lehner Castle6 in Pfaffenhofen is insured for only 120 florin
[$45.60].
We request that this castle would be insured for 2,000
florin [$760] so that, in case of fire, the sisters who live there
will be reasonably covered. We also ask that a legal document of this insurance be sent directly to the Generalate in
Munich.
Respectfully yours,
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters,
M. Th.

6.

See Footnote 36, p. 74.
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3796: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
February 5, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Sincerely thanking you in advance for all the trouble you
are taking on behalf of Pfaffenhofen, I hasten to respond to
the questions in your letter of January 27, 1865.
With great prudence, you did what you could as if you
were buying the property for yourself, which is why we asked
that you would formally complete the purchase.
Being an unassuming person, however, you did not do this,
but presented us with the entire matter again for our examination. We are in complete agreement with:
a. Purchasing the property for 13,500 florin Rhenish currency or 11,812 florin, 50 kreuzer, Austrian currency
[$4,488.75];
b. Accepting or purchasing the livestock and farm implements for 1,200 florin Rhenish currency or 1,050 florin
Austrian currency [$399]; and
c. Retaining the hired help to care for the property in exchange for the specified wages and farm produce as is customary in the area. The brothers 7 may also stay there under
the conditions they set in order to look after the property
until the sisters arrive.
d. We will also pay for the livestock and farm implements immediately and have only the land and buildings
mortgaged. Of course, it would be very desirable if the right
of foreclosure after six months would be restricted by paying
the purchase price in installments, and if the brothers’ right
mentioned above would also be registered to the Religious
Institute of the Poor School Sisters—but only insofar as you
are able to manage this!
We ask that, when the property is registered in the legal
books, this passage would be kept and that the property
would be registered in the name of the Professed Sisters of

7.

Joachim and Matthias Neurauter
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the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame in Bavaria or the
Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame.
e. We will pay 4% interest on the purchase price.
f. In God’s name and in consideration of the good cause,
we must accept the sales tax and pay it ourselves.
g. With regard to clearing a section of the forest, we leave
it to your better judgment if the wood should be sold while
still standing. We wanted only to repeat that the work
should begin now so that, after the land is cleared, the larch
saplings can be planted when spring begins.
If anything comes up that is not included in the points
mentioned above, you are authorized to do whatever is necessary.
We ask, however, that you would kindly let us know the
copying fees, as well as any other expenses incurred for
travel and so forth, so that we can reimburse you immediately.
A thousand thanks for settling the Kronburg affair!
Truly, a heavy weight has been lifted from our heart! 8 May
God reward you!
Best wishes from our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert]
and all the others!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

8. In 1865, Bishop Gasser arranged for two women from Kronburg
to be received into the School Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis in
Hallein so that they would be prepared to found a new order in Kronburg.
On May 5, 1867, Bishop Gasser approved the Religious Congregation
of the Tertiaries of St. Francis Seraphicus in Kronburg, with Sister Maria
Stephania Hefter as the first superior. The new congregation also acquired the Kronburg property with the attached conditions and liabilities.
Between 1867 and 1952, a total of 95 sisters lived, prayed, and worked
in Kronburg. Due to a lack of new members, however, the congregation
joined the School Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis from HalleinSalzburg in 1952. The convent in Kronburg was staffed by members of
this congregation until 2005 when the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de
Paul from Zams took over the property and continued the ministry of hospitality in Kronburg. See the website: “Kronburg: Barmherzige Schwestern.”
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3797: To Dr. Carl Amann
Flaurling

Munich
February 5, 1865

J!M!
Very Reverend Dean!
In your great kindness, you sent us a description of both
the Lehner property and the Hörtenberg property, a drawing showing the location of both, and the requested explanation of the entire situation. You also informed us about
Holy Mass in the church in Pfaffenhofen. May God reward
you a thousand times!
We will gratefully cover the expenses for the drawing,
which we are very happy to have.
We gratefully accept your kind offer to act as our authorized representative in matters concerning the legacy. 9
We do not know anyone except Senior Finance Councilor
[Joseph] von Fischer who, for one thing, is too far away from
Pfaffenhofen, and it would be against all propriety to take
advantage of him. Therefore, we are enclosing the power of
attorney for you, and we ask that you would kindly settle
matters concerning the legacy, including the farmland. We
state our willingness to cover the legal expenses rather than
putting up the land for auction. 10
Forgive us for giving you so much to do, even before our
arrival, and please continue to grant your charitable benevolence to the sisters who are coming, just as you have already shown us in such an undeserving manner.
With prayer and respect,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

9. In her last will and testament written on September 30, 1861,
Anna Lehner named as executor “the dean in Flaurling since he is the
pastor in Pfaffenhofen.” (Typescript, Pfaffenhofen)
10. See Document 3756, pp. 73-74.
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Munich
February 10, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Enclosed are two checks: (a) 2,000 florin Austrian currency [$760], dated February 7, 1865, and (b) 3,500 florin
Austrian currency [$1,330], dated February 10, 1865.
Please use this money to pay for the livestock and farm
implements, as well as for the court costs and other expenses for travel, postage, and so forth that you paid for us.
I also ask that you would reimburse the dean in Flaurling 11
for the drawings of the property in Pfaffenhofen and the
Hörtenberg property, for postage, for settling the legacy, and
for purchasing the upper half of the field on the hill. We
asked him to negotiate the latter so that the entire piece of
property could stay together.
With regard to the legal transfer of the property, we ask
that, if any money remains after the expenses are paid, you
would please pay in a round sum some of the purchase price
owed to the Neurauter brothers so that a smaller mortgage
can be registered. We are doing this because we now have
money available.
Since there may be a few more expenses, we ask that you
would put into savings any money left over after making the
partial payment on the purchase price.
May God reward everything a thousandfold!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

11. Dr. Amann
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3819: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
March 4, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Despite the enduring winter cold, you settled our business
regarding the Hörtenberg property at the site and thus did
us a great and loving service.
In return for all your trouble and sacrifice, once again, all
we can say is, “May God reward you!”
We ask that the forester’s reimbursement and the
postage, which you never took for yourself, be taken from the
remaining cash. 12 For the time being, we also ask that you
would kindly keep the money that is left over, as well as the
documents you mentioned in your kind letter, until the sisters
come, speak with you, and receive them from you.
We are not worried about clearing the land and planting
the larch saplings since you have taken on that responsibility.
All six documents arrived.
May God reward you! This is our prayer.
Our very best wishes for the feast of St. Joseph!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
3843: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
March 31, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Please do not make any further mention of the little package! We only wanted to show our appreciation for all the
trouble you took and the sacrifices you lovingly made for our
order. God alone can reward you—this is our prayer.
12. See Document 3804, p. 85.
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You also told us that the dean in Flaurling 13 hoped that
the sisters would come to Pfaffenhofen soon.
We are very willing to do this, but since we still have
not received the decree of entitlement to the legacy, it appears that everything is not yet completely settled in court.
If you are able help to us with this, we sincerely request this
additional act of kindness.
However, if something else is involved in the settlement
under discussion, we ask for a statement clarifying your last
message.
Thank you very much for the steps you are willing to
take in regard to selling the wood. Since we have complete
confidence that you are able to take care of these matters
much better than we ever could, we have grown accustomed
to placing them on your shoulders.
Cordial greetings from everyone in the house!
Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] will enclose a few lines.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
3864: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
April 26, 1865

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!14
. . . Anna Lehner, a deceased single woman, willed to the
Poor School Sisters her small castle and garden in Pfaffenhofen, which is not far from Innsbruck in Tyrol. Her last
will and testament also stipulated that we conduct, free of
charge, the village school for girls. We agreed to this, but it
was necessary for us to purchase the small Hörtenberg prop-

13. Dr. Amman
14. Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani (1799-1872) was appointed
the congregation’s cardinal protector in 1859, a position he held until his
death in 1872.
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erty so that the sisters can live from its produce. Later, God
willing, we may even conduct a boarding school there. Both
the people of the entire area and the prince bishop of
Brixen, 15 in whose diocese Pfaffenhofen lies, are happy about
this acquisition, as well as about the fact that a Catholic educational institute will soon come to life in an area where
no such institute exists. . . . 16
3866: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
May 14, 1865

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Incorporation Rights for the Poor School Sisters in
Pfaffenhofen
The respectfully undersigned presents to Your Excellency the legal document of entitlement to the small Zech
Castle 17 and its appurtenances, which, by virtue of a last will
and testament dated September 30, 1861, were left to the
Poor School Sisters so that they could conduct, free of
charge, the school for girls in Pfaffenhofen.
She also submits her request that Your Excellency would
graciously obtain from the Imperial and Royal Governor 18
corporation rights for our religious institute in Tyrol, just as
the cardinal 19 has already done for our sisters in Vienna.
Then, beginning in Pfaffenhofen, our field of labor in Tyrol
could develop even more freely and with even greater bless-

15. Bishop Gasser
16. The entire text of Document 3864 can be found in Letters, Vol. 5,
Living Branches, 157-159.
17. See Footnote 36, p. 74.
18. Prince Carl von Lobkowitz (1814-79), Governor of Tyrol and Vorarlberg (1861-66)
19. Cardinal Joseph Othmar von Rauscher (1797-1875), Prince Bishop of Vienna (1853-75)
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ing for the glory of God and the well-being of the girls and
young women of school age.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
Legal Transfer of Property
(Copy No. 1018/III, IV)

By means of a court order on September 16, 1864, and as
court of law, the Imperial and Royal District Office in Telfs
legally transferred the property consisting of cash, assets,
and real estate valued at 2,584 florin, 53 kreuzer in Austrian currency [$982.12] to a legacy based on the last will
and testament legally made on September 30, 1861, by the
owner of the Zech Castle in Pfaffenhofen, Anna Lehner, a
single woman who died in her eighty-sixth year. After the
required testimony20 was given on March 15 [1865], the
property was divided as follows:
I
The praiseworthy order of the Professed Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame in Bavaria and their central motherhouse in Munich will receive the legally transferred
property, Sections A, C, and D in the town of Pfaffenhofen.
This property includes the noble residence with a tower, the
so-called castle consisting of a ground floor and two stories.
This residence has a chapel and is surrounded by gardens,
an orchard, and a meadow. The farm and farm buildings,
rights to the well and to the entry and exit ways, and other
rights and privileges are also included. The property is approximately 1.2 acres (.5 ha) and includes the right to use
sections of the forest.

20. Before the legal transfer of property was issued by the judge, all
possible heirs were required to appear in court in order to give testimony
regarding the legacy.
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According to a document dated October 8, 1855, Folio
2897, the testatrix purchased this property from her
brother, Aloysius Lehner, who has the use of the property
listed above for the rest of his life.
II
Katherine, Frances, and Theresa Lehner, daughters of
the testatrix’s brother, Paul Lehner, will receive a legally
transferred legacy of 300 florin in Rhenish currency or 262
florin, 50 kreuzer in Austrian currency [$99.75] as follows:
(a) in assets held by their father, Paul Lehner, of 275 florin
in Rhenish currency or 240 florin, 62.5 kreuzer in Austrian
currency [$91.44], and (b) in cash, 25 florin in Rhenish currency or 21 florin 87.5 kreuzer in Austrian currency [$8.31].
This adds up to 262 florin 50 kreuzer in Austrian currency
[$99.75].
The trustee of the legacy and authorized representative 21
of the general superior of the Poor School Sisters in Munich
has already paid these 25 florin in Rhenish currency to Paul
Lehner, the father.
III
Expenses accrued through illness and death, that is, 29
florin, 43 kreuzer in Austrian currency [$11.18], were paid
from the remaining cash of 361 florin, 46 kreuzer in Austrian currency [$137.35].
According to the above-mentioned last will and testament of the testatrix, Anna Lehner, the remaining cash is to
be used to cover legal costs and fees. If any cash still remains, it must be used for solemn High Masses on the feast
of Corpus Christi and at the celebration of Rorate. 22
According to the stipulations of the last will and testament of September 30, 1861, which have been recognized by
all sides:

21. Dr. Amann
22. Solemn Rorate Masses were celebrated before daybreak on the
first Ember day in Advent (Wednesday of the third week of Advent). The
name originated from the first words of the Introit, Rorate caeli de super
(Drop down dew, ye heavens).
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1. The School Sisters of Notre Dame from the motherhouse in Munich will conduct winter and summer classes,
free of charge, for the young girls of the parish in Pfaffenhofen.
2. Fr. Alexander Lehner, cousin of the testatrix, has unlimited use, at no cost, of one or two rooms on the second
floor whenever needed throughout the year and for the rest
of his life.
3. Theresa Lehner, sister of the testatrix, will also be accommodated in the castle at no cost for the rest of her life.
The copying of this document of legal transfer of the
right of ownership is approved, thus completing this legal
process.
Presented on April 18, 1865
Imperial and Royal District Office of Telfs as Court of Law
No. 1028, VI 1865/206, April 16, 1865

Mitterhofer

In order to obtain the right of ownership, an exact copy
of this document was incorporated into the legal register
under Folio 949 on this day, April 18, 1865.
Imperial and Royal District Office of Telfs as Court of Law

Mitterhofer
3868: To Dr. Carl Amann
Flaurling
J!M!

Munich
May 17, 1865

Very Reverend Dean!
Through your kindness, the documentation of the legal
transfer of the castle in Pfaffenhofen23 arrived here, but, due
to my absence from the motherhouse, your esteemed letter
remained unanswered.
I now hasten to express our deep gratitude, not only for
your letter, but also for all the trouble you are taking on our
23. See Document 3866, pp. 88-91.
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behalf until we have the joy and honor of coming to Pfaffenhofen, examining the entire situation, repeating our expression of gratitude in person, discussing several points
directly, and making further arrangements.
The foundation is unique, and now we have Paul Lehner’s additional claim!24
We accepted the foundation for the sake of the good
cause and purchased the Hörtenberg property in God’s
name so that the sisters will have something to live on and,
God willing, be able to accept and accommodate boarders
who apply. On the advice of many friends, we decided to go
to Pfaffenhofen for the glory of God, whose blessing we await
with confidence, and for the well-being of the young girls
there.
In closing, we also ask for your continued kind benevolence.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus

24. On April 25, 1865, Paul Lehner, brother of Anna Lehner, made an
official statement that his brother and sister, Aloysius and Therese
Lehner, were giving up their right to free accommodations and use of the
surrounding property as stated in Anna Lehner’s last will and testament
of September 30, 1861. In return, the Poor School Sisters were to pay Aloysius and Therese Lehner 165 florin Austrian currency ($62.75) annually
for the rest of their lives. If Aloysius died before Therese, the sisters were
obliged to pay Therese 100 florin ($38) annually for the rest of her life.
The annual payments were due on the feast of Candlemas (February 2).
Paul Lehner also owed Anna Lehner 1,000 florin Rhenish currency
($332.50) with an annual interest rate of 40 florin Rhenish currency or 35
florin Austrian currency ($13.30). This principal and interest were to be
paid to Aloysius Lehner and not to the Lehner legacy.
The property in Pfaffenhofen would be transferred to the order only
after Mother Theresa accepted the terms of these additional claims. After
consultation with Mother Theresa, a statement to this effect was signed by
Joseph von Fischer as her authorized representative, Paul Lehner, and
three witnesses. (Transcript, Pfaffenhofen)
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3869: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!
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Munich
May 20, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
I returned from Westphalia only a few hours ago and now
I hasten to let you know that we will arrive in Pfaffenhofen
or Flaurling with our own carriage on Monday evening or
Tuesday morning25 at the latest. Despite all our efforts, we
were unable to make arrangements to arrive earlier.
In the goodness of your heart, you also offered to meet us
in Pfaffenhofen on the same day. Therefore, if your health
and other duties allow, we ask that you would please come in
order to help us in word and deed.
I so much wanted to give Sister Magdalena [von Fischer]
the joy of being my companion on the journey to Pfaffenhofen, but our candidates’ director became ill, and this plan
must be postponed to a later time.
Asking for your remembrance in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3870: To Dr. Carl Amann
Flaurling

Munich
May 29, 1865

J!M!
Very Reverend Dean!
Having returned last evening, I hasten to let you know
that, protected by God, we had a safe journey and to thank
you again in writing for all the charity and kindness which
you showed in receiving us and extending your hospitality.
The God whom we serve will reward everything a hundredfold!
25. May 22 or 23
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We have not been idle in the meantime, and we are trying to find a suitable housekeeper for the Hörtenberg property. We were told about a very capable young woman in
Füssen26 but, a few days after we asked, we received her
negative reply. If, with the grace of God, we succeed in finding another capable person, we will let you know at once in
order to save you the trouble of inquiring further. Until
then, however, we ask that you would continue looking.
Before we left Pfaffenhofen, I had an opportunity to
speak with Mr. Senn, the teacher, 27 and presented him with
my request as you wished.
Asking that you remember our intention in your prayer,
I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3887: To Dr. Carl Amann
Flaurling
J!M!

Munich
July 27, 1865

Very Reverend Dean!
Having returned from a journey, I found your esteemed
letter.
We wish to express our sincere gratitude for the trouble
you have taken to find a capable housekeeper and good
farmworkers for the Hörtenberg property. God grant that
all things will proceed well and that we will succeed in obtaining a good farm manager! Jockl, 28 in the meantime,
could see to it that everything is kept in good condition, at
least in the forest. We are in agreement with his request to
stay on the property for the stipulated payment—for the
26. A mission was opened in Füssen in the diocese of Augsburg in
1856. By 1865, two sisters and a candidate were teaching approximately
110 girls in elementary classes and 60 young women on Sundays and holidays.
27. If the sisters opened a school for girls in Pfaffenhofen, Mr. Senn,
the teacher at the village school there, would have fewer students and
therefore a smaller stipend. See Copia Publica, 4193-97.
28. Joachim Neurauter
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time being and until further notice. We also agree to give
him what Hois 29 unlawfully took so that he will not have to
suffer for it.
As far as we are concerned, if Aloysia Fritz decides to
serve the sisters in Pfaffenhofen as a lay person, nothing will
stand in her way. We will give her a cordial welcome and
thank God if she begins her daily work with the sisters in
September, God willing.
We ask that you would kindly have a second chimney installed in the castle as soon as possible.
Recommending once again the entire work to your care
and asking to be included in your prayer, I remain respectfully
yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mr. Th. of J.
P.S. Just when this letter was ready to be sent, another
arrived from the prince bishop of Brixen, 30 a copy of which I
am enclosing for you.
Could I ask that, together with Senior Finance Councilor
[Joseph] von Fischer, you would kindly obtain the requested
legal statement from two members of your parish declaring
that the livelihood of the sisters in Pfaffenhofen is assured
from the Hörtenberg property which was purchased for them?
After you kindly send us this document, we will be able to
answer the remaining points of the prince bishop’s letter.
3901: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
August 9, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Several days ago, an exact copy of a ruling regarding Pfaffenhofen, which we received recently from the diocesan ordinariate in Brixen, was sent to Dr. [Carl] Amann, the dean in
29. Matthias Neurauter
30. Bishop Gasser
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Flaurling, together with the request that he would discuss
the contents with you and settle some points. 31
The diocesan ordinariate wants “two parishioners to submit a legal statement that the Congregation of the Poor School
Sisters can support itself on the property near Pfaffenhofen (Hörtenberg) which was purchased specifically for
this purpose.”
The diocesan ordinariate also wrote: “It is impossible to
approve the stipulation that a monk possesses the right to
live in a house of women religious. 32 There is no doubt that,
before the sisters take possession of the house, Fr. Alexander [Lehner] will relinquish this right, and we ask that you
would kindly inform him of this requirement.”
Since we are to present to the diocesan ordinariate a
written statement regarding both points, we have recourse
to your kindness once again and ask that you would please
help us obtain such a document—the sooner, the better—
because we cannot respond to the ruling until we have this
statement.
Fr. [Joseph] Dielitz, the parish vicar, has already offered
to accommodate Fr. Alexander while he is in Pfaffenhofen—
and Fr. Alexander will easily agree to this.
Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] is looking forward to
having you, Agnes [von Fischer], and Fr. Alexander here
with us soon and, since you would like us to designate a day,
we suggest August 17 or September 9, if these would be
agreeable to you.
We accept the dismissal of [Joachim] Neurauter, 33 and
we hope that we can discuss further details with you regarding this, the forest, and so forth, when you are here.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

31. See Document 3887, pp. 94-95.
32. According to Anna Lehner’s last will and testament, Fr. Alexander Lehner, her cousin, had unlimited use of one or two rooms on the second floor at any time and at no cost for the rest of his life. This was also
stipulated in the Legal Transfer of Property (Document 3866, p. 91).
33. See Documents 3796, pp. 82-83, and 3887, pp. 94-95.
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3909: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

97

Munich
August 25, 1865

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
The Move of Poor School Sisters to Pfaffenhofen
In response to Your Excellency’s royal directive, I venture to reply as follows:
Paul Lehner in Pfaffenhofen is fully resigned, as discussed in Enclosure No. 1, which was very difficult to prepare. 34
According to our holy rule, we cannot agree to Fr.
Alexander [Lehner] having the benefit of rooms in the Zech
Castle for the rest of his life. 35 Nevertheless, in consideration of the fact that, as a religious, Fr. Alexander himself
would understand this and could not or would not take advantage of it, we left the point as it is for the time being so
that the foundation would not be canceled or its realization
delayed by the secular government. Fr. Alexander’s relinquishment is respectfully submitted in Enclosure No. 2.
In order to comply with the condition agreed upon for
the foundation, that is, to conduct, free of charge, the school
for girls in Pfaffenhofen, we will send a certified Austrian
elementary teacher. 36 Enclosure No. 3 is a copy of her examination certificate. We will also send a sister for needlework, 37 a sister for household services, 38 and a native
Tyrolean to serve as superior. 39
The legal statement regarding the sisters’ livelihood is
also discussed in detail in Enclosure 4. 40

34. The enclosures mentioned in this document were not included in
the beatification collection.
35. See Footnote 32, p. 96.
36. Sister M. Ladislaus Norgauer
37. Sister M. Prima Nagl
38. Sister M. Leobina Haderer
39. Sister M. Pachomia von Pulciani was born in Innsbruck.
40. See Document 3901, pp. 95-96.
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Enclosure 5 is a copy of the conferral of corporation
rights for our sisters in Vienna. 41
With these enclosures, we believe that we have complied
with Your Excellency’s royal directives. Therefore, we submit our request that you would please obtain corporation
rights for us in Tyrol, settle everything with regard to the
diocese, and kindly let us know when the sisters may move
to Pfaffenhofen in order to begin their work there.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3910: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
August 25, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Fr. Alexander [Lehner] arrived here as promised, and I
will use the opportunity of his return trip to address a few
lines to Your Honor.
How happy we would have been to welcome you and
Agnes [von Fischer] at the same time as Fr. Alexander and
to offer you hospitality! 42
The weather has not been very inviting or pleasant, however, and so we are hoping for the joy of seeing you here during the month of September. By then, the retreat for the
newly professed will be finished, which we allowed Sister
Magdalena [von Fischer] to make so that she will not be prevented from visiting you.
With the consent of Fr. [Joseph] Dielitz, the parish vicar
in Pfaffenhofen, we requested the dean [Carl Amann] in
Flaurling to survey the meadow and to realign the boundaries while Fr. Alexander is still in Pfaffenhofen.
41. See Document 3866, pp. 88-89.
42. See Document 3901, pp. 95-96.
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Fr. Alexander will tell you what we discussed regarding
the restoration of the little castle.
United in prayer and requesting your continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3912: To Dr. Carl Amann
Flaurling

Munich
August 25, 1865

J!M!
Very Reverend Dean!
Fr. Alexander [Lehner] honored us with a visit and, since
he offered to take along some letters when he left, I will use
this opportunity to make a request.
While Fr. Alexander is still there, and with the kindness
and interest that you have always shown to this good cause,
could you kindly see to it that the meadow is surveyed and
that the boundary is realigned between the section belonging
to the order and the section belonging to Paul Lehner?
Fr. [Joseph] Dielitz, the vicar, lives in Pfaffenhofen. If you
do not have time, surely he will come to an understanding
with you and serve as your representative now and then. 43
United in prayer, I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3911: To Fr. Joseph Dielitz
Pfaffenhofen

Munich
August 25, 1865

Very Reverend Vicar!
Since Fr. [Alexander] Lehner, who honored us with a visit
today, offered to take along some letters, I am sending you
the enclosed franks together with the request that you

43. See Footnote 32, p. 73.
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would please pay for the necessary repairs in the castle and
kindly send us a receipt.
If only the meadow could be surveyed and the boundary
realigned while Fr. Alexander is still there! We asked the
dean [Carl Amann] from Flaurling to contact you regarding
this point, and we ask that you would kindly attend to this
because the meadow is in your parish.
Requesting your continued good will, I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3926: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
September 11, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
It was very welcome news to read in your kind letter of
September 8 that you and Agnes [von Fischer] arrived home
safely and that you found Philomena [von Fischer] in good
health. Nevertheless, this very fact aroused all the greater
regret that you hurried off so quickly.
Please, no more thanks for our hospitality! We consider it
a very great honor when we can show at least a little of our
gratitude. We are and always will be debtors to your great
kindness which never tires of working for God and for our
cause.
Brother Valentine was here for a short visit. We gave
him reason to hope that we could travel to Pfaffenhofen to
discuss the buildings and to make arrangements while Fr.
Alexander [Lehner] was still there. Circumstances prevented us from carrying out this plan, however, and, to our
regret, we have had to abandon it. Since Fr. Alexander will
be coming to Innsbruck, you will surely find an opportunity
to tell him this.
If only it were God’s most holy will that the sisters could
travel to Tyrol at the beginning of October! The season advances so quickly that this would be a great consolation for
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us. Please help us pray that the prince bishop, 44 on whom
the greatest part still depends, will hasten the cause. After
the property boundaries are settled, the main obstacles will
be removed. Nevertheless, without His Excellency’s direct
approval, we dare not take possession of the property in
Pfaffenhofen.
God has helped us in the past and will continue to help
us. We place our trust in God and once again recommend
our intention to your benevolence.
Thank you very much for all the good news in your letter of September 11 which just arrived. How happy we are
that everything has proceeded smoothly so far, as you kindly
informed us.
Gratefully extending our most cordial greetings to
Agnes, as well as best regards from the priests here, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
3939: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
October 6, 1865

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
The respectfully undersigned submits her report that
Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von
Fischer informed us by letter that, although the school question is still not completely settled, as far as the Imperial and
Royal City Government is concerned, there is nothing to prevent the sisters from taking possession of the foundation in
Pfaffenhofen. 45
44. Bishop Gasser
45. According to Bishop Gasser’s statement of October 21, 1865, on
June 18, 1865, the town of Pfaffenhofen accepted “with great joy and gratitude” the proposed establishment of the school for girls in Pfaffenhofen by
the Poor School Sisters. On August 18, 1865, the district court in Telfs
granted the sisters full rights to the property in Pfaffenhofen which was
willed to them. See Copia Publica, 4190-93.
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If Your Excellency approves, the sisters will arrive in Pfaffenhofen within a few days so that they can be settled before
the approaching winter, make some building repairs, and
arrange the household until the educational aspect of the
foundation can be fully realized.
The senior finance councilor will be happy to take the trouble of writing and telling us Your Excellency’s verbal statement.
Requesting your episcopal blessing for the sisters who will
be coming and for our first mission in Tyrol, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3940: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
October 6, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Upon my return today from Vienna, I found your three letters awaiting me. How can we repay such loving endeavors?
As happy as I would be to make use of the opportunity to
speak with the prince bishop 46 in Innsbruck, it is impossible
for me to come during the time that was suggested, since
transfers and the appointment of personnel continue to keep
me here. If God gives the grace, we hope to speak with His
Excellency in Brixen next spring.
We ask, however, that you would obtain from the prince
bishop the necessary approval, as if this request were coming
from you—because he still has not responded to ours—and
kindly let us know his response, even if it is only a verbal
statement. Then the sisters could at least move into the house
for the time being and make the necessary repairs and other
household arrangements until the school question is completely settled and the school is handed over to them.
46. Bishop Gasser
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We intend to arrive in Pfaffenhofen sometime in
October, we will wait with the stove until then.
We ask that you would kindly give the enclosed letter to
the prince bishop in person. 47
Extending best regards from our father spiritual [Matthias
Siegert] and our confessor [George Sigmund], I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Th. of J.
3950: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck

Munich
October 13, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
You do not tire of working for the love of God and for our
cause in your country.
You have learned of the prince
bishop’s decision and told us about the statement made by
the Imperial and Royal Government. 48 For this, we are
deeply grateful.
Today, we delivered the sisters’ baggage to the train station, and we asked Fr. [Joseph] Dielitz, the vicar, to keep it
safe until the sisters arrive next week and claim it.
If the transfer of the school to the School Sisters could coincide with their arrival in Pfaffenhofen, we would be very
ready and willing to accept it.
We ask that you would urgently recommend in prayer to
God this, our first mission in Tyrol, so that this seedling will
be blessed and develop into a tree for the benefit of the girls
and young women of Pfaffenhofen.

47. See Document 3939, pp. 101-102.
48. See Footnote 27, p. 94. On October 8, 1865, after Mr. Senn was
assured his full stipend, the Imperial and Royal Government approved the
foundation of a mission of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame in
Pfaffenhofen on condition that a legally certified teacher was sent, that
the rule and statutes of the order were presented to the government for
examination, and that the bishop would testify to the congregation’s right
to acquire property and to act as a juridical person. See Copia Publica,
4193-97.
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All of us here return your friendly greetings, especially
Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] who sends her grateful filial
greeting.
Respectfully yours, I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of J.
3952: To Dr. Carl Amann
Flaurling

Munich
October 13, 1865

J!M!
Very Reverend Dean!
Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer kindly informed us that he has been assured in person by the Imperial
and Royal Government and by His Excellency, the
prince bishop, 49 that there is no longer anything to prevent
the sisters from coming to Tyrol.
Therefore, we delivered the sisters’ baggage to the railroad
station today, and the sisters themselves will arrive
next week.
We recommend the sisters to your benevolence and ask
that you would remember all of us at the Altar of the Lord
so that God will bless this, our order’s first mission in Tyrol,
and that this mission will be effective and flourish to the
glory of God’s name!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

49. After giving a verbal statement of approval of the mission in
Pfaffenhofen, Bishop Gasser issued a formal written statement on October
21, 1865. See Copia Publica, 4190-93.
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3951: To Fr. Joseph Dielitz
Pfaffenhofen
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Munich
October 13, 1865

Esteemed Reverend Vicar!
Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph] von Fischer kindly informed us that there is no longer anything to prevent the
sisters from coming to Tyrol. He has been assured of this in
person by both the Imperial and Royal Government and His
Excellency, the prince bishop. 50
Therefore, we delivered the sisters’ baggage to the railroad station today. It consists of three barrels, one crate,
and one trunk, and we ask that you would please keep it
safe under lock and key until the sisters arrive next week.
We are somewhat concerned because the little castle is entirely uninhabited, but we are relying on your practical experience and kindness in this regard.
If we may add one more request, it would be to ask that
you would please provide a supply of firewood and straw—
the latter so that the sisters can fill their straw mattresses.
Respectfully yours, I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Th. of J.
3953: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen

Munich
October 17, 1865

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Tomorrow, October 18, the sisters appointed for Pfaffenhofen, M. Pachomia von Pulciani, M. Ladislaus Norgauer, M. Prima Nagl, and M. Leobina Haderer, will depart
from here, accompanied by our dear Sister M. Magdalena
von Fischer who will be my representative in accepting the
house.

50. Bishop Gasser
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I venture to recommend in writing these sisters to Your
Excellency and to request that you would please appoint an
ordinary and an extraordinary confessor for them. 51
Requesting your episcopal blessing so that the sisters in
Pfaffenhofen, our first mission in Tyrol, may begin their
work in God’s name and, blessed by God, continue to labor
for the glory of God, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3954: To Sister M. Magdalena von Fischer
Munich
J!M!

Munich
October 18, 1865

Obedience
To everyone who reads this, all due respect and Christian greetings in the Lord!
We are sending our dearly loved Sister M. Magdalena
von Fischer to Pfaffenhofen in Tyrol. In order to assure her
safety on this journey, we testify that she is a professed sister of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters of
Notre Dame and an assistant in the central motherhouse in
Munich.
Sister Magdalena is making this journey to be present at
the canonical opening of a new convent institute because the
general superior of this religious congregation is unable to be
there.

51. An ordinary confessor was appointed by the bishop for each convent in the diocese to administer the sacrament of Penance to the sisters
living there. An extraordinary confessor was also appointed to administer
the sacrament four times a year during Ember days.
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In confirmation of the above, this obedience is signed
with our own hand and embossed with the seal of our order
in Munich on October 18, 1865.
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
3963: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
November 11, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Dear Pfaffenhofen demands so much of your time and
energy that it is causing us concern. Nevertheless, we cannot refrain from calling upon your kindness once again.
Sincerely thanking you for everything you have already
done, we accept your offer to continue working for us. We
hope that these requests will gradually come to an end so
that we will not have to try your patience as often as in the
past.
If you did not purchase anything at the auction, then I
ask that you would please have a carpenter make the furniture under discussion. Surely he will use good wood that
has been completely dried!
I am sorry that the laundry boiler was ordered from a
blacksmith in Telfs since we will have to accept what we receive. Innsbruck would have offered us a better choice.
We did not and do not have the least objection to letting
Fr. Alexander [Lehner] have from our Hörtenberg forest the
logs that he needs for his project, 52 but nothing has been said
to us about the fact that they need to be cut down now. We
have already written to Sister Pachomia [von Pulciani] and
asked her to contact the forestry supervisor about this.

52. Since Fr. Lehner was not allowed to live in the convent, he
planned to build living quarters and a small chapel on the Hörtenberg
property for his use during the summer.
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According to your letter, the prospect given us earlier
that the Capuchin Fathers 53 would gladly help us out with
church services has almost completely vanished. Now, when
the mission is just beginning, the poor sisters must also
make this sacrifice, even at the risk of Sister Pachomia’s life.
For the sake of the future, we must act in accordance with
our holy rule, and we cannot accommodate ourselves immediately to the outside world.
Our vocation is the teaching and character formation of
girls and young women. We can only recommend the adults
to God in prayer and must leave the rest to the clergy.
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
3964: Fr. Alexander Lehner
Padua
J!M!

Munich
November 11, 1865

Very Reverend Father Alexander!
All the vacancies at our missions are now filled, and we
are back in Munich. Therefore, we hasten to tell you that
the canonical opening of the new mission took place on October 19. 54
Since the beginning will be difficult, we have even
greater trust that God will arrange everything for the best,
especially with regard to a suitable field of labor for the sisters.
For the time being, we have four sisters in Pfaffenhofen.
One of these sisters cares for the household. Imperial and
Royal Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph von Fischer] did
much work for them, as did the parish vicar. 55 The dean

53. Members of the Order of Friars Minor Capuchin (OFM Cap.) have
been in Telfs since 1701.
54. The girls from the village school in Pfaffenhofen were entrusted to
the sisters during the solemn opening of the mission on October 19, 1865.
55. Fr. Dielitz
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from Flaurling56 hosted in his parish house the entire group
of travelers on their way to Pfaffenhofen and has been appointed their extraordinary confessor. The parish vicar is
their ordinary confessor.
Although our neighbor Paul [Lehner] sends his little
children to school, he himself has not honored us with a visit
in Pfaffenhofen.
The former hired farmworkers on the Hörtenberg property have been exchanged for new and, we hope, better personnel.
Would you please write to our sisters in Pfaffenhofen
immediately and tell them how many logs you need for the
two rooms that you are planning to build for yourself? 57
Our only regret, however, is that neither the Capuchins
in Telfs nor their provincial gave us any hope of having Holy
Mass in the convent chapel. Counting on this with confidence, I sent a sickly sister there as superior, a Tyrolean, a
von Pulciani, who is also prepared to teach both music and
Italian. 58
Finally, we cannot help but tell you what a deep impression the beautifully restored church made on us. 59 This restoration and the new foundation are the most beautiful memorials that you have raised for the glory of God and the
salvation of souls.
Respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3968: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
December 22, 1865

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
We finally returned from our journey and I would like to
express above all our deep gratitude for your most recent
56. Dr. Amann
57. See Footnote 52, p. 107.
58. Sister M. Pachomia
59. Between the years 1860 and 1863, Fr. Alexander financed the
restoration of the parish church in Pfaffenhofen.
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charitable endeavors. In order to meet the deadline, I will
also respond briefly to your esteemed letter as follows:
We think we should accept the offer made by the timber
merchant, Anton Neuner, as given under letter B, and insist that he (a) pay 4,500 florin [$1,710] as the purchase
price and, in accordance with the existing legal stipulations,
(b) plant immediately 16,000 young larch trees in the
cleared section. These trees must be arranged according to
the sketch made by the forester and guaranteed for two
years.
We also ask that Neuner would (c) fence in the four sides
of the cleared section, (d) deliver 40 logs for the intended
new building, 60 (e) pay 500 florin [$190] at the time of the
transaction, and the purchase price by January 1, 1867, and
(f) make a roadway around the lower Hörtenberg forest so
that no one will need to travel through it.
Then, with the exception of the 400 florin [$152], we will
accept Anton Neuner’s offer, that is, if Neuner is a reliable
man whose financial position offers adequate guarantee.
Surely you know this better than we and can act accordingly, because we ourselves cannot possibly deal with this
matter without doing more harm than good.
We are wondering if the 16,000 larch saplings will be
enough to replant adequately the section of forest that will
be cleared, and if the boundary between the lower forest and
the upper forest is clearly marked. What is the estimated
value of the lower forest?
Unless you recommend another expert, we ask that you
would consult the forester from Telfs about the layout of the
new planting.
From the boughs and crowns of the trees, Neuner should
leave for a moderate reimbursement as much firewood as
the sisters will need for firewood for one or two years.
Since we will probably not have any further expenses
with this transaction, the profit should not diminish. We intend to pay this money to the Neurauter brothers on January 1, 1867, when, in accordance with the previous notice,
the payment is due.
60. See Footnote 52, p. 107.
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With the expression of our deep gratitude for all that
your charity and goodness have provided for us during the
past year, we send cordial best wishes for the approaching
feast of Christmas and the New Year. We also ask that you
would continue to be our friend and advisor, and we plead
daily that God’s generosity will reward what we cannot.
Our cordial greetings and best wishes to Agnes [von Fischer]!
Our dear Sister M. Magdalena [von Fischer] will also
write today.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

113

1866—1867
3994: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
February 14, 1866

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
When reading your letter of February 5-8, we saw once
again that no one would have handled the situation with as
much wisdom, thoroughness, and interest as you did!
Please believe us when we say that we are completely satisfied with the way in which the upper Hörtenberg forest
will be cleared. Thank you very much for going through so
much trouble for us!
Sister Pachomia [von Pulciani] has already informed us
that she received 500 florin [$190] from you. 1
We ask that you would pay the Neurauter brothers the
1,000 florin [$380] which are due from Neuner, the timber
merchant, at the beginning of June. We will add 300 florin
[$114], which will bring the total payment to 1,300 florin
[$494]. By January 1867, we will pay Neurauter another
3,000 florin [$1,140]. Then we will need to pay interest on
only 3,000 of the original 8,000 florin [$3,040]. 2
By now, you have probably entrusted the supervision of
the clearing of the upper Hörtenberg forest to Rieder, the
forester’s assistant from Telfs, so that mudslides and other
damage can be prevented.
Trusting in your kindness, we ask that you would have
the lower forest around the castle surveyed and the boundaries realigned.

1.
2.

See Document 3968, pp. 109-111.
See Documents 3796, pp. 82-83, and 3804, p. 85.
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Could not these matters be settled by correspondence so
that you will not have to go through so much trouble again?
We are very sorry that we have to continue bothering
you, but we can see that your reputation as a person of character has an influence on others.
We do not plan to clear the lower forest at this time. We
are sending the enclosed 150 florin in Austrian banknotes
[$57] to cover the remaining legal expenses, as well as any
expenses that are indicated in the land register or that will
accrue later.
Sister Pachomia told us that Philomena [von Fischer]
would like to spend part of the summer on the Hörtenberg
property. We cordially welcome Philomena and her companion.
The forest, the pure, refreshing air, and the
strengthening milk are certainly inviting. If the young
women are satisfied with the simple rooms available at the
farm, we will be most happy to show our appreciation to
your revered family in this way.
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] and Sister Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann] send their grateful regards.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
4006: Fr. Alexander Lehner
Padua
J!M!

Munich
March 1, 1866

[Very Reverend Father Alexander!] 3
Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor [Joseph]
von Fischer told us about your hope that we would consider
submitting a petition to Emperor Ferdinand 4 for a donation
to our mission in Pfaffenhofen.

3. A salutation was not included on the copy prepared for the beatification process.
4. See Footnote 22, p. 38.
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We have a very simple petition ready. Since it is impossible for us to travel to Austria just now, however, we
thought it would be better to have it sent in Sister Pachomia’s [von Pulciani] name. Therefore, it will be sent to His
Majesty from Pfaffehofen in two weeks. We are informing
you about this now, and we also ask that you would please
be our intercessor with Count [Cajetan von] Bissingen. 5
The upper Hörtenberg forest is being cleared, but we will
receive only 4,500 florin [$1,710] for the lumber. The buyer
promised to plant 16,000 larch trees next spring and to give
you the logs that you need. 6 Since the sisters have little experience in such matters, could you perhaps give Fr.
[Joseph] Dielitz, the vicar, directions regarding the logs?
Since the 16,000 larch saplings are far from sufficient,
however, we ask that you would kindly supply what is lacking because, in your charity, you promised us this, and we
are unable to do any more for Pfaffenhofen than we have already done. God will reward you in great abundance for
everything!
Sister Pachomia also longs for an instrument that will
make it easier for her to teach some songs to the children.
The sad news that you have been coughing blood gives
us great concern. We sincerely hope that the dear Lord, to
whom we daily plead on your behalf, will restore your health
and enable you to continue your work for the glory of God’s
name.
In the hope of receiving this consoling news soon and
united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus

5. Count Cajetan von Bissingen und Nippenburg (1806-90) was the
governor of Tyrol from 1848 until 1855, the governor of Venice from 1855
until 1860, and retired at the time this letter was written.
6. See Document 3963, pp. 107-108.
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4007: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

[After March 1, 1866]

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
With this brief letter, we want to let you know that I will
not be traveling to Austria at this time and, therefore, a petition for a donation to our little convent in Pfaffenhofen will
be sent in two weeks. 7 We thought it would be better if the
petition would be sent in Sister Pachomia’s [von Pulciani]
name because she is also a native of Tyrol.
In accordance with your kind directive, we have already
informed Fr. Alexander [Lehner] of this. May it be blessed
by God with success! Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] is entreating the Sacred Heart of Jesus to move the heart of the
emperor 8 so that he will be well-disposed toward our plea!
Count [Cajetan von] Bissingen’s letter, which you kindly
sent us, is respectfully enclosed. Thank you very much!
We return cordial best wishes to Agnes and Philomena
[von Fischer]!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
4023: Fr. Alexander Lehner
Padua
J!M!

Munich
March 28, 1866

Very Reverend Father Alexander!
First of all, thank you very much for graciously supporting our petition to the emperor! May God grant the realization of your worthy expectations!9
7. See Document 4006, pp. 114-115.
8. Emperor Ferdinand
9. According to the Pfaffenhofen Chronicle for the year 1866, “at the
request of the convent of the Poor School Sisters in Pfaffenhofen, Emperor
Ferdinand was pleased to grant the sum of 500 florin ($190).”
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We are also happy that you are having directives regarding the construction work on the Hörtenberg property
sent directly from Padua to the vicar. 10
The Hörtenberg property is causing us much trouble,
worry, and expense—especially the planting of new fruit
trees and grapevines, which are all rather expensive. All the
land needs to be thoroughly reworked in order to make the
property somewhat profitable. Moreover, all the livestock
need to be replaced because the present animals are of no
benefit to us. Would you please recommend this additional
intention to St. Anthony, the great miracle worker?
We will send 25 florin [$9.50] to Fr. Dielitz, the vicar,
even though copying the written papers is not very much
work and therefore—we cannot deny it—we were upset by
this unreasonable request. 11
We do not know anyone in Stuttgart whom we could ask
to obtain a harmonium for us. Therefore, we place all our
confidence in your expert knowledge, insight, and charity,
and leave this matter up to you. 12
The children in Pfaffenhofen made their First Holy Communion on the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. 13 They were
very well prepared by our sisters and showed great fervor.
If you are pleased with the sisters’ work, praise and thanks
are due to God, for success depends on God alone!
As far as the Mass stipends are concerned, we will try to
keep as many as possible in readiness for the arrival of the
brother who is going to Hungary.
The news that your health is improving is especially consoling to us.
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] sends greetings
and the assurance that you are remembered in prayer and
at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and we ask that you would
remember us as well.

10. Fr. Dielitz
11. See Document 3911, pp. 99-100.
12. According to the Pfaffenhofen Chronicle, on April 14, 1866, the sisters were surprised with a reed organ, a gift from Fr. Alexander Lehner.
13. March 23, 1866
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Wishing you a very joyful and grace-filled Easter, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
4045: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Pfaffenhofen
June 20, 1866

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
With this letter, I want to let you know that we arrived
here yesterday at noon and that our dear Sister M. Magdalena [von Fischer] will come tomorrow with a sickly candidate who will spend some time here.
Sister Magdalena will stay overnight at your house, and
it would give us great joy if you and Agnes [von Fischer]
would accompany her to Pfaffenhofen.
Our carriage, which will wait for Magdalena at the train
station, 14 will also be available for your return trip.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4049: Fr. Alexander Lehner
Pfaffenhofen
J!M!

Munich
July 5, 1866

Very Reverend Father Alexander!
According to what we heard, you arrived in Pfaffenhofen.
Although I stayed a few extra days the last time I was
there, 15 I could not wait any longer. I am very sorry, but I
14. In Innsbruck
15. See Document 4045, p. 118.

1866—1867

119

hope that you will also come to Munich—to our motherhouse—where we can discuss many things in person.
During my visit, I discovered that the building on the
Hörtenberg property was still unfinished, but your presence
there will now hasten the work. I also regret that the lumber is still so green, which is not very helpful.
You called to life our first mission in Tyrol. We have
complete confidence that, in your charity, you will not withdraw your hand from God’s work and that you will put up
the necessary accommodations on the Hörtenberg property.
In your fatherly manner, you will provide proper sleeping
quarters for the farmworkers and a shed for straw, hay,
wood, and other farm implements.
God knows how gladly we would make even more material sacrifices for this flourishing new mission. Nevertheless, God also knows that it is simply impossible now. 16
Have you visited the school in Pfaffenhofen? The number of children is increasing to such an extent that soon the
room will no longer hold them and will need to be enlarged.
Sister Pachomia [von Pulciani] has surely given you the
desired Mass intentions.
In accordance with your wishes, a promissory note of 25
florin [$9.50] is enclosed to settle the payment owed to Fr.
[Joseph] Dielitz, the parish vicar. 17 When I realized that he
had already been told about it, I asked him whether he preferred getting the money now or toward the end of the year
on All Saints Day. He chose the latter. I advanced the interest on the 25 florin to Sister Pachomia for safekeeping.
May our sisters in Tyrol contribute towards making your
stay at your birthplace a pleasant one and thus increase
your joy and interest in God’s work. May they work very

16. During the summer of 1866, the Austro-Prussian War was fought
between Prussia and the Kingdom of Italy on one side and Austria and
many German states, including Bavaria, on the other side. See Document
4202 in Letters, Vol. 5, Living Branches, 1859-1867, pp. 191-195, for Mother Theresa’s account of the sisters’ experiences at several missions in Bavaria during the war.
17. See Document 4023, pp. 116-118.
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hard for the salvation of the children entrusted to them and
find support in your devout prayer and pastoral care!
Requesting to be included in your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
4048: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
July 5, 1866

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
On June 22, we were very concerned about you and
Agnes [von Fischer] because you were caught in a heavy
thunderstorm on the way home, 18 but Joseph 19 told us that
you reached your destination safely. Thanks be to God!
Always active for God’s cause, you have already taken
care of our financial matters, and we want to express our
deep gratitude for this. Nevertheless, I must once again
take advantage of your kindness. During my absence, the
sisters here drew money from various sources in order to
purchase an additional 2,000 florin in Austrian currency
[$760]. I regret this because—according to what you told
us—the money could have been purchased more easily and
advantageously in Innsbruck. Now it lies here idle.
Could you please give us directives as to whether and how
we can send it to you so that, if you consider it advisable, you could invest it until Candlemas. Then we could
pay Neurauter brothers this sum plus the 1,000 florin
[$380] that we gave you earlier, whereby the entire debt of
6,000 florin [$2,280] would be paid off 20 and, God willing, we
would be free of these people.

18. See Document 4045, p. 118.
19. The driver
20. See Document 3994, pp. 113-114.
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In your charity, would you please pay the Neurauter
brothers both the 1,000 florin and the 2,000 florin, that is, a
total of 3,000 florin [$1,140], on Candlemas in 1867? If we
add the 3,000 florin we received for the sale of the lumber,
then our debt of 6,000 florin would be paid in full.
If our sisters in Tyrol are besieged by the turmoil of
war, 21 we place our full confidence in God, who will help us
through Your Honor’s word and deed, since it is pleasing to
God that you are working as a father for the convent in Pfaffenhofen. God has forged a new link between you and us. 22
According to what we have heard, Sister Magdalena is very
busy teaching Italian.
Sister Pachomia [von Pulciani] also sent us your two
handwritten letters verifying the above, and we will gratefully follow your helpful advice. We have already given directives to Sister Pachomia.
If only we had sufficient space to accommodate properly
the farmworkers on the Hörtenberg property and a shed to
keep the farm implements, as well as straw, wood, hay, and
other supplies! Would that you could exercise your influence over Fr. Alexander [Lehner] in this regard as well!
We are also concerned about the crowded classroom in
Pfaffenhofen and have written to Fr. Alexander, although
only in general terms! 23
Requesting your continued benevolence and remembrance in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

21. See Footnote 16, p. 119. Tyrol was spared the ravages of war.
22. Beginning in June 1866, Sister Magdalena von Fischer was a
member of the community in Pfaffenhofen.
23. See Document 4049, pp. 118-120.
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4051: To the Imperial and Royal Railroad Office
Kufstein

Munich
July 15, 1866

Imperial and Royal Railroad Office in Kufstein!
On July 17, a crate valued at 50 florin [$19] and marked
A.S. 24 will be sent from the motherhouse of the Poor School
Sisters in Munich to the mission convent of the Poor School
Sisters in Pfaffenhofen, Judicial District of Telfs near Innsbruck in Tyrol.
As indicated in the enclosed inventory, the contents of
the crate consist of (1) clothing for a poor candidate and (2)
prepared linen and other material to be used for making
bandages and shirts for wounded Austrian soldiers. 25 Therefore, the respectfully undersigned requests that you would
have the box delivered gratis to the address given. 26
Respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4060: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
August 7, 1866

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
A letter from our dear Sister Magdalena [von Fischer]
brought us the sad news that, after a brief illness, Agnes
[von Fischer] has been taken from you. We express our sym-

24. Arme Schulschwestern (Poor School Sisters)
25. See the postscript to Document 4050 in Letters, Vol. 5, Living
Branches, 1859-1867, 182-183, which describes the sisters’ work in preparing materials for wounded soldiers during the Austro-Prussian War in
1866.
26. Kufstein is the first town in Austria across the border from Bavaria and approximately 67 miles (107 km) from Pfaffenhofen. By 1866, Munich, Kufstein, and Innsbruck were connected by railroad, but not
Pfaffenhofen.
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pathy over the deep sorrow that fills your heart as you
mourn the untimely death of your good daughter. Who
could have foreseen this on June 25 [sic] when she gave us
such joyful and attentive service in Pfaffenhofen! 27
Nevertheless, what God does is done well. Since she was
ready for heaven, God plucked her from the tree of life and
will reward her for her deeds of love. Dear Agnes will prove
herself as good a daughter at the throne of God as she was
on earth and will obtain from God both consolation for her
father’s sorrowing heart and health and strength for delicate Philomena so that she can take her sister’s place at her
father’s side.
Our sisters in Pfaffenhofen, who also owe so much to the
dear departed, will join us in offering prayers, Holy Masses
and Communions for her.
Requesting your continued benevolence and prayers, I
remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4100: Fr. Alexander Lehner
Padua

Munich
December 22, 1866

J!M!
Reverend Father!
During his visit here, Brother Valentine told us that,
contrary to what we first thought, he is not returning to
Tyrol. We wanted him to take the breviary you left behind
some time ago, but now we will send it to the sisters who
will see to it that it is delivered to you.
Brother Valentine also told us what you have already
built on the Hörtenberg property and what you are still
planning to do. Only the barn and shed are still lacking.
The kitchen in the little castle, our little convent, is already renovated with additional doors and the repositioning
of the stoves, which is of great benefit for the sisters.
27. According to Document 4048, p. 120-121, Joseph von Fischer and
his daughter, Agnes, left Pfaffenhofen on June 22.
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You also had trees planted on the Hörtenberg property
and in Pfaffenhofen. Thank you very much for everything!
Regarding the addition to the little convent, Brother
Valentine told us that, when he returned the plans to you,
he said that we think that making better use of the space in
the existing convent is more practical than building an addition or a separate, new building.
If the good Brother Valentine had not been in such a
hurry to return the plan, we would have also made some
comments on the suggested division of space. We would still
like to do this and ask that you would kindly send us a rough
pencil sketch of the rooms and indicate the size of each in
Bavarian measurements.
Brother Valentine also told me that a building expert
from Innsbruck will be consulted.
It will be an urgent necessity for the sisters to have a
priest of their own, especially as the number of personnel
increases. According to the stipulations already made by
the prince bishop, however, we will never be allowed to offer
him a room in the confines of the little convent. 28
I have been thinking for some time that a small Franciscan guesthouse could be established on the Hörtenberg
property. Surely one or other of your former confreres from
Padua would be happy to join you in order to provide
priestly ministry for the poor sisters in Pfaffenhofen. The
present situation there cannot continue much longer. God’s
love will provide help!
If only things would go better with the farm and the
farmworkers on the Hörtenberg property, and the dear Lord
would send us someone who loves God’s cause enough to
take an interest in them and direct them!
May God’s abundant blessings and grace be yours for the
feasts of Christmas and the New Year!
We thank you sincerely for your charity and ask to be included
in your benevolence and prayer during the coming year.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,

Mar. Ther. of Jesus

28. See Document 3901, pp. 95-96, with Bishop Gasser’s statement in
this regard.
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Munich
March 18, 1867

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
The feast of St. Joseph reminds us to break the silence.
May the foster father of our dear Lord obtain for you the
same consolation that filled his heart in the company of
Jesus and Mary!
May you also experience a foretaste of heavenly bliss in
the seclusion of the quiet convent!
Please accept the expression of our sincere gratitude for
the untiring love and care you continue to show our poor little convent in Pfaffenhofen from your present, familiar place
of refuge! You even asked the governor 29 to help the sisters
in the Neurauter affair. God will reward everything now
and in eternity!
We are still having problems with our farm on the
Hörtenberg property. The senior farmhand left because Fr.
Alexander [Lehner] reprimanded him for his negligence. The
sisters have a replacement now, but he has not been
there long enough for us to make a proper judgment.
Fr. Alexander is zealously endeavoring to give the cause
momentum and will build a new stable and barn. It is unfortunate that Brother Valentine can no longer offer his
helping hand and advice!
When the weather is better, could you give the sisters
the joy of a visit? Surely Fr. Alexander would consider it an
honor to accommodate you in the new guestrooms on the
Hörtenberg property. The good priest is also making great
efforts to assure the sisters that they will have Holy Mass in
the little convent. May God reward him!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus

29. Governor Aloysius Fischer
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4193: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
October 12, 1867

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
It was consoling to read the contents of your letter of October 6 telling us that not only we, but also everyone who is
interested in our institute, turn with their concerns to you as
a father to our convent.
With regard to the deplorable condition which you emphasized in your last letter, I can assure you that it certainly
did not escape my notice during my last visit, and that I was
not remiss in remedying the situation.
For several months we have had a Bavarian certified
teaching candidate in Vienna who is preparing for the Austrian teaching examination. As soon as she has passed the
examination, we will send her to Tyrol. 30
Since the village school has vacation now, Sister Ladislaus [Norgauer] will have some free time before the boarders
arrive. 31
Dear Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] offered to teach the
boarders, but we explained to her that we will be grateful to
God if she has sufficient strength to continue teaching Italian, giving practice in Italian conversation, and supervising
the boarders during their recreation. She must also take care
of her own health.
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] is now in Hungary. Our
confessor [George Sigmund], Venerable Sister Margaret [of Cortona
Wiedemann], and everyone here whom you know extend their best
regards and join me in asking to be included in your prayer.
Respectfully yours,

The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus

30. Candidate Anna Witting passed her teaching examination in Vienna and was then sent to Pfaffenhofen. In 1871, Anna was received in
Munich and given the name M. Lorenzo. She made her first profession in
1872 and then returned to Pfaffenhofen.
31. According to the Pfaffenhofen Chronicle, 20 boarders were in attendance during the 1867-68 school year.
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Munich
November 23, 1867

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
With the exception of the documents that are here, Sister
Pachomia [von Pulciani] has everything needed to clear
the mortgage. 32 Copies of the rest of the receipts are enclosed, and we ask that you would kindly return them.
In regard to the further point in your letter of November 18, we recognize again your well-meant intentions concerning our little convent in Pfaffenhofen, and for this we
owe you an expression of our deep gratitude.
How I wish that the building could be made larger is sufficiently known to you! Thus my statement, “If only the
building on the Hörtenberg property in Pfaffenhofen would
be finished!” Since the need for more space is very obvious
to anyone who steps into the convent, I intend to consult our
architect at the site. The farm on the Hörtenberg property,
however, does not yield sufficient produce to cover the wages
for the farmworkers, to say nothing of providing the sisters’
livelihood, and, with the constant turnover of farmworkers
(who again gave notice), there is no prospect of improvement.
Moreover, since we still have to make the annual payments to the two Lehners, 33 it will be impossible for us to
pay interest on a building loan.
The dear Lord visited us in another way. We have an
institute for poor neglected children in Lenzfried near
Kempten. 34 In order to supplement the meager amount paid
for their support, we bought land and have been running a

32. See Document 4048, pp. 120-121.
33. See Footnote 24, p. 92.
34. On January 20, 1857, a mission staffed by two sisters was opened
in a former convent in Lenzfried (now incorporated into the city of
Kempten im Allgäu, Bavaria). According to the directory for 1867, six sisters taught 75 children in the elementary school and 50 young women on
Sundays and holidays. They also cared for 14 boarders and 23 neglected
children or managed the household, gardens, and farm.
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farm there for ten years. This year’s harvest was exceptionally blessed by God. Everything was gathered in when
an apprentice craftsman, who had already been charged
with arson three times, set fire to the stable during the
night. It went up in flames on both ends of the building at
the same time, and everything lay in ashes—the barn, stable, farm implements, feed, grain, and wood supplies. This
was a considerable loss and forced us to borrow money in
order to put up new farm buildings so that we would not lose
the institute.
In the current situation, therefore, it would be impossible to build in Tyrol unless a fund of 6,000 florin [$2,280]
would be loaned to us without interest for a few years. It
would be desirable to have a first mortgage placed on it.
Would Governor [Aloysius Fischer] do this work of mercy for
the love of God and our first mission in Tyrol? We would
conscientiously strive to pay off our debts as soon as possible.
Recommending our intention to your benevolence and
prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4208: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
December 7, 1867

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Although we have not received a reply to our last letter, 35
we feel obliged to write again—this time about our dear,
good Sister Magdalena [von Fischer]. Filled with holy zeal
for her noble profession of teaching and character formation,
she knows no greater happiness than that of helping the
children reach their eternal destiny. After Sister Magdalena
contracted a glandular illness, however, we urged her to
take care of her health, but her fiery love knew no restraint.
35. See Document 4205, pp. 127-128.
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We accepted the suggestion that she go to Mühlau, 36 because
we feared the long journey here would have a detrimental
effect on her health, especially in the cold of winter. We also
wanted to give you the consolation of visiting dear Magdalena from time to time and of seeing her condition for
yourself. A final reason was that she already knew the doctor in Mühlau.
We can well imagine how painful it was for her to leave
her dearly loved convent in Pfaffenhofen—and the sacrifice
is no less for us than it is for her. Since her condition demands it, however, all of us must surrender ourselves to
God’s holy will and accept it. We are consoled in the hope
that, with the coming of spring, her health will improve.
We will visit her as soon as it is possible for us to leave
here. In the meantime, we will pray even more fervently for
the good sister.
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] and all the sisters
known to you send you their best regards and wish you
God’s blessing for the coming holy days.
United in prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
4219: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
December 24, 1867

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Convinced that the least detail pertaining to our dear
Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] is of importance to your concerned fatherly heart, we want to tell you that we are now
having devotions to the Sacred Heart for her recovery. In
accordance with her request, we are also having Holy
Masses said in Pfaffenhofen for the same intention, and we
ask that you would join your pleas with ours for her recovery.
36. Mühlau is now incorporated into the city of Innsbruck.
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The dear Master who cured the daughter of the synagogue official in Capharnaum 37 will also hear a father’s
prayer.
As much as we miss good Sister Magdalena in Pfaffenhofen, it is a consolation for us to know that she is under
such good care, which would have been impossible in our
limited space in Pfaffenhofen. 38 As is evident from her letters, she is bearing this external separation from us with
complete surrender to God and in complete union with God.
Her only response to our questions about possible needs is to
ask for prayer.
We confidently leave the settlement of other business regarding Pfaffenhofen to your wise insight. We are in complete agreement with the plans presented by Governor
[Aloysius Fischer].
Our whole house sends best regards and cordial best
wishes for Christmas and the New Year!
United in prayer,
M. Th. of J.

37. See Mark 5:21-24, 35-43.
38. Sister M. Magdalena was cared for by the Sisters of Charity of St.
Vincent de Paul in Innsbruck.
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4234: To Fr. Francis Kirchmaier
Pfaffenhofen
J!M!

Munich
January 28, 1868

Reverend Father!1
You will celebrate your nameday tomorrow, 2 and we
wish you God’s grace and lasting health so that, for the glory
of God and the benefit of our sisters, you will be able to counsel and help our small, flourishing convent in Tyrol for a
long time.
In response to your letter of January 23, we have
thought long and hard about what to do with our Pfaffenhofen. An expansion would certainly be necessary, but in
our critical times, everyone advises us against this because
of the inevitable war in spring. 3 We are also worried about
whether or how we will be able to save our Hörtenberg property.
We would gladly wait with the installation of lavatories
until work on the entire building project has begun and all
the purposes achieved but, because danger is imminent, we
must consider first the most urgent needs. Unfortunately,
we cannot send our architect there now because he often suffers from a throat ailment, and a trip during the winter
could have serious consequences.

1. Fr. Francis Kirchmaier served as chaplain for the sisters until
1872.
2. The feast of St. Francis de Sales, January 29
3. At the time this letter was written, attempts were being made to
forge an alliance between France, Italy, and Austria to avenge the defeat of
Austria by Prussia in the Austro-Prussian War. See Footnote 16, p. 119.
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We ask that you would kindly see how the work could be
done in the least expensive manner and obtain an estimate.
It occurred to us that a wooden addition could remedy the
situation for the time being. Perhaps there is enough wood
available in our forests for this.
We will probably have to postpone digging a well because
its location depends on the future expansion of the convent.
The water should run close to the kitchen and the laundry,
and the latter still needs to be built. We are grateful for
your information in this regard, and we will tell the sisters
not to send the boarders to the well anymore.
What will become of the Hörtenberg property? If only
we could get faithful and steady farmworkers!
In your charity, could you please help the sisters with
making the payments due on Candlemas? 4
Dare I ask if Fr. Alexander [Lehner] kept his promise regarding the goods in-kind for you that are worth 100 florin
[$38]?
We sent Sister Magdalena [von Fischer] to Pfaffenhofen
to teach Italian and did not have the slightest idea that the
dear Lord would afflict her and us with such suffering.
We have hopes of finding another sister. Pfaffenhofen
does not have even one tiny room to serve as living quarters
for a lay teacher. We wrote about this to Gorizia and we are
still waiting for an answer. 5
We have besieged you with so many requests that we
fear your fragile health will be harmed in fulfilling them.
Nevertheless, we trust that, in your kindness, you will be
able to give the sisters at least some directives and advice so
that they will not fall prey to deception.
We, on our part, will plead even more ardently that God
will grant you strength and energy. We are especially consoled that you are surviving this year’s exceptionally severe
winter so well.

4. See Footnote 24, p. 92.
5. According to her obituary, Sister M. Giovanna Gori, a native Italian sister, was sent from Gorizia to Pfaffenhofen in April 1868 and stayed
until October 1870.
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Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] sends his best regards and, together with us, asks to be included in your continued benevolence and prayer.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
4236: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
February 5, 1868

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
The dear Lord is again calling me to travel for a few
days, but I cannot leave the motherhouse without first expressing my joy over the improvement in our dear Sister
Magdalena’s [von Fischer] condition. I need not ask you to
thank God for having mercy on us; your devout, fatherly
heart shares our sentiments in this regard.
We asked Fr. [Francis] Kirchmaier, who wrote to us recently about the same concern with regard to Pfaffenhofen
as you did, to have an estimate made for the installation of
lavatories and to take the necessary steps to have the work
done. 6 Since our architect is afflicted so often with a throat
ailment, we cannot send him there at this time of the year.
When better times come, God will send us help so that
the convent will obtain more space.
We gratefully acknowledge your well-meaning convictions, as well as those of Governor [Aloysius Fischer] and
Fr. [Alexander] Lehner, but we simply cannot buy Paul’s
[Lehner] property because he is asking for a price that is far
beyond our means. We still have not received any further
information from Sister Pachomia [von Pulciani].

6.

See Document 4234, pp. 131-133.
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Our priests and all the sisters whom you know send
their best regards and share the joy over the news about Sister Magdalena.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4249: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
March 6, 1868

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Thank you very much for returning the copies of the receipts regarding the Hörtenberg property. Today I am sending the original receipts from Madame [Gabriela] von
Neupauer, née Ortlieb, together with Joachim Neurauter’s
property payment booklet, which indicates that 63 florin, 57
kreuzer [$24.16] are still owed on the property. This sum is
causing trouble and delaying the clearing of the mortgage
rights to the Hörtenberg property. 7
Please be assured that I gratefully acknowledge the good
intentions of our friends and benefactors in Tyrol in regard
to the building in Pfaffenhofen, but we are now in such financial straits—to say nothing of our threatening times—
that it is impossible to do any building.
We will trust in God in the meantime and ask that you
do not grow weary of us.
All the reports about Sister Magdalena’s [von Fischer]
condition have been favorable. St. Joseph will obtain an answer from our dear Savior to her childlike, faith-filled, and
trusting prayer! We wish to express our very best wishes
for the coming feast of this great saint, together with the assurance of our daily prayer for your well-being which means
so much to us. May God reward you in ways that we cannot!

7.

See Document 4205, pp. 127-128.
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Asking for your continued benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4255: To Cardinal Nicholas Clarelli-Paracciani
Rome (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
April 21, 1868

Your Eminence! Most Reverend Cardinal Protector!
. . . May we also venture to make another request? In
our name, would you please express to the Holy Father 8 our
deeply felt gratitude for the great grace bestowed on our sisters in Pfaffenhofen in Tyrol?
Through the minister general of the Order of Friars
Minor Conventual, 9 the Holy Father assured the sisters that
they would have the Blessed Sacrament for their convent
chapel. They are very happy with this favor and cannot express their gratitude sufficiently. . . . 10
4275: To Fr. Francis Kirchmaier
Pfaffenhofen
J!M!

Munich
June 23, 1868

Reverend Father!
Since I was traveling for some time again, your letter of
June 8 remained unanswered until today. Please forgive
me!
In your letter, you presented a plan for an addition to

78)

8.

Giovanni Maria Mastai-Ferretti (1792-1878), Pope Pius IX (1846-

9. Ludovico Marangoni, OFM Conv., Minister General (1864-72)
10. Document 4255 can be found in its entirety in Letters, Vol. 15,
Abundant Fruit, 1868-1879.
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our little convent at Pfaffenhofen that is estimated to cost
3,300 florin [$1,254], and Fr. Alexander [Lehner] promised
to pay 3,000 florin [$1,140] within three years to cover this
cost.
You know from our previous letters how concerned we
are about making the building in Pfaffenhofen suitable, but
that we cannot do anymore now.
Since Fr. Alexander is taking responsibility for this with
such enthusiasm, however, we do not have the slightest intention of preventing the building of the necessary addition
to the little convent. We hope that someone who is willing
to advance the remaining sum at a reasonable rate of interest can be found in Tyrol because, as we have already said,
we are not in a position to pay this now. 11
We are in agreement with the details of the building
plans as presented, but we would like to make one comment.
When we opened a mission in Tyrol, the diocesan ordinariate in Brixen objected to giving a priest living quarters in
the convent, and this was the real reason why Fr. Alexander
arranged to have his rooms on the Hörtenberg property.
Thank you very much for all the endeavors you have
made for the well-being of our house and of our sisters! God
will not let such sacrifices go unrewarded, but will give the
sisters the grace to repay you to some extent by faithfully
fulfilling their duties and eagerly striving for perfection.
May God give your fragile health increasing strength
and keep you for the well-being of our house for a long time!
This is our prayer.
We also venture to ask that you would thank in our
name the dean from Flauerling [Carl Amann] for his enclosed personal letter.
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] cordially returns
your friendly greetings and, together with us, asks to be included in your prayer.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
11. According to the Pfaffenhofen Chronicle, a small addition to the
convent was completed in the fall of 1868. The sisters owed Governor
Fischer 5,000 crowns, a quarter of the total cost of the addition.
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Motherhouse
February 3, 1869

Dear Sister Caroline!
. . . The New Year has already demanded a sacrifice of
us. Our good Professed Sister M. Magdalena von Fischer
died on January 27 at 3:00 p.m. 12 She was a childlike, devoted soul who was very loyal to the order. All the sisters
feel genuine sorrow at her going home. Please notify your
sisters of her death so that they may also pray for her, which
she will surely repay by being their intercessor before God.
She had breast cancer. . . . 13
4317: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck

Munich
February 16, 1869

J!M!
Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
We received the photograph of our dear departed Sister
Magdalena [von Fischer] which brought us great consolation because it is and will always be a constant reminder of
the good sister who was so dear to us. Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude for your charity and kindness!
You also want to send us memorial cards, which we will
give to the sisters, especially to those who were close to Sister Magdalena in her area of activity. Once again, we sincerely thank you for everything!
Our greatest sorrow during our dear sister’s illness was
that we could not care for her ourselves or bury her in our
motherhouse crypt, but it was precisely this situation which
gave you consolation in your days of suffering and continues to do so now. Since you can easily visit your family tomb
containing her mortal remains, we will gladly do without
the fulfillment of our desires.
12. Sister M. Magdalena died in Innsbruck at age 39.
13. Document 4313 can be found in its entirety in Letters, Vol. 7, Mission to North America, 1860-1879, 33-35.
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The good Sister Magdalena is now happy in the Lord;
this conviction lives in our hearts. How she must have rejoiced when she saw in glory all those who preceded her in
death—her mother, Agnes, 14 her other brothers and sisters,
and our sisters! How blessed they are, while we must wait—
God knows how long!
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert], our confessor
[Joseph Schnabl], and Venerable Sister Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann] express their deepest sympathy and
gratefully return your greetings. Together, we ask to be included in your prayer.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4324: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
March 24, 1869

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
Your love is tireless. You sent us another pack of memorial cards with a picture of Sister Magdalena [von Fischer]. Oh, she lies there so quietly, so peacefully, as though
she wanted to tell all of us, “How good it is for me now that
I have left the vale of tears and entered into my true home,
the heavenly homeland.”
Yes, God loved her, and that is why she was torn away
from the afflictions that are to come, from things that would
sadden her deeply.
The good Magdalena was a true, devoted child of the
order. For love of God, she left everything to follow Jesus
who will not withhold the promised reward in heaven. We
trust that she will intercede for us at the throne of God.
During Holy Mass and Communion last Friday, the feast
of St. Joseph, we urgently recommended you to the Sacred

14. See Document 4060, pp. 122-123.
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Heart and to the glorious foster father of Jesus, your holy
patron.
If only all of us were already with St. Joseph and Magdalena!
Our priests and all the sisters whom you know send
greetings and join me in assuring you of our prayers.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4346: To Joseph von Fischer
Innsbruck
J!M!

Munich
June 29, 1869

Honorable Imperial and Royal Senior Finance Councilor!
The dear Lord allowed a star of joy to rise for you again!
Your son Anton’s first solemn Mass will take place soon,
and we share in the great joy that fills your father’s heart at
this thought. On the days of his ordination and First
Solemn Mass, we will entrust to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
our congratulations and prayers for God’s servant, because
every grace flows from this heavenly source of all blessings.
At the feet of her transfigured Divine Master, M. Magdalena [von Fischer] will unite her pleas with ours. Her
prayer before God, whom she loved so much and so faithfully here on earth and to whom she is now so close in
heaven, is now able to do more than ours. When you visit her
grave, please recommend our intentions to the good sister—
and please ask your son to grant us from afar his blessing as
a newly ordained priest.
Our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] cannot deny himself the privilege of participating in the solemnity, difficult
as it will be since the celebration coincides with our school
examinations.
May God keep you in perfect health for a long time and
grant us your continued kind benevolence!
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Sisters Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann], Hermanna [Glink], and all the others known to you gratefully
return your kind regards.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4391: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Rome

Munich
November 19, 1869

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
We always thought that we would have the favor of
speaking with Your Excellency and presenting to you in person a copy of our holy rule. 15 Since we were again prevented
from making our recently planned trip to Tyrol, we are taking this opportunity to send it to you in Rome through our
archbishop’s secretary. 16
15. On June 5, 1859, the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Religious approved the rule of the congregation for six years. In early 1865,
Mother Theresa requested that the bishops of the dioceses in which sisters
were missioned would write testimonials about the sisters’ life and work.
On May 7, 1865, Sisters M. Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann and M.
Romana Sottovia left Gorizia for Rome where they presented to the Holy
See these testimonials and Mother Theresa’s petition for final approbation
of the congregation’s rule and constitutions. The rule was given final approval on August 5, 1865, and the official decree of approbation by the Holy
See is dated August 26, 1865. See Ziegler, Kampf um die Regel, 163-168.
According to Document 4244, which can be found in the beatification
collection, archiepiscopal approval for the printing of the rule was given on
July 6, 1866. The German text of Regel und Constitutionen des klösterlichen Institutes der armen Schulschwestern de Notre Dame approbiert und
confirmirt von Seiner Heiligkeit Papst Pius IX (Munich: Pössenbacher,
1868) was later translated into English and entitled Rule and Constitutions of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame.
Approved and Confirmed by His Holiness, Pope Pius IX, August 26, A. D.
1865 (Milwaukee, 1888).
16. Vincent Gasser, Prince Bishop of Brixen, and Gregory von Scherr
(1804-77), Archbishop of Munich and Freising (1856-77), were among 600
prelates in Rome for the opening of the First Vatican Council on December
8, 1869.
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Although we may not be deserving of it, we ask that, in
your benevolence, Your Excellency would recommend the
Poor School Sisters to the Holy Father. If there is discussion
about religious orders during the council, we also ask that
you would take us under your episcopal protection. 17
With prayer that God will send you blessings and bring
you back to your flock in good health, I remain respectfully
yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4716: Fr. Alexander Lehner
Padua
J!M!

Motherhouse
October 23, 1872

Very Reverend Father Alexander!
The interest you have shown our little convent in Pfaffenhofen despite all the painful events obliges me to write
and tell you that, last week, I sent Sisters M. Lorenzo Witting, an elementary teacher, and M. Dativa Seidl, a needlework teacher, to fill the positions held by the sisters whose
deaths were so untimely. 18 I hope that, with God’s grace,
these sisters will be satisfactory and beneficial for the flourishing institute.

17. Religious life was not discussed during the First Vatican Council.
Bishop Gasser was given the task of explaining the draft of the proposal on
papal infallibility, the only topic discussed and voted on before the final
session of the council took place on September 1, 1870. On September 20,
Rome was captured by the Italians and on October 20, 1870, Pope Pius IX
suspended the council indefinitely. The First Vatican Council never resumed and was officially closed in 1960. On December 25, 1961, the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) was called by Pope John XXIII.
18. Sister M. Gonsalva Bösl, a needlework teacher, made her first profession in 1866 and died in Pfaffenhofen on April 17, 1872. Sister M. Amatora Ruckerbauer, an elementary teacher, died in Pfaffenhofen at age 31 on
June 13, 1872.
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We also made an internal change. I entrusted the office
of superior, which M. Pachomia [von Pulciania] held for the
past seven years, to Sister Ladislaus [Norgauer]. Sister Pachomia will serve as assistant superior and director of the
institute.
You already know that Fr. [Francis] Kirchmaier resigned
due to poor health.
The sisters told us that, thanks
to your charity and foresight, pastoral duties at the convent
are now shared by the Franciscan Fathers in Telfs and the
parish vicar in Pfaffenhofen.
We ask that you would continue to bestow your pastoral
care and kind benevolence on the little convent which you
founded and on the institute that is growing!19 If the sisters
remain close to their original motherhouse, God’s blessing
will also rest upon their endeavors and labor. This is our
confident hope!
Requesting your devout remembrance at the Altar of the
Lord, I remain,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
4718: To Prince Bishop Vincent Gasser
Brixen
J!M!

Munich
October 23, 1872

Most Reverend Prince Bishop! Your Excellency!
Upon my return from a journey of 11 weeks, I heard, to
my great sorrow, that the health of Fr. [Francis] Kirchmaier has declined to such a degree that he must discontinue his services with the sisters in Pfaffenhofen.
Please accept the expression of my deep gratitude for allowing us to have this worthy priest with us this long!

19. According to the directory for 1872, eight sisters in Pfaffenhofen
were either teaching elementary subjects to 40 girls, secondary subjects to
31 boarders, and various subjects to eight young women on Sundays and
holidays, or caring for the household, gardens, and orchards.
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At the suggestion made to Your Excellency by Fr. Alexander [Lehner] and at the request made by the dean in
Flaurling [Carl Amann], the Franciscans from Telfs and the
parish vicar of Pfaffenhofen are now sharing pastoral duties
at the little convent.
At this time, I would also like to inform you that we sent
Sisters M. Lorenzo Witting, an elementary teacher, and M.
Dativa Seidl, a needlework teacher, to fill the teaching positions held by Sisters M. Amatora Ruckerbauer and Gonsalva Bösl, whose deaths were so untimely. 20
On this occasion, we also made a change of superiors and
entrusted this office to Sister Ladislaus Norgauer. Sister
Pachomia von Pulciani held this office for seven years, but
due to her physical condition, she will need more quiet and
rest for some time. As the new superior’s assistant and as
the director of the institute, Sister Pachomia will now support Sister Ladislaus in word and deed.
Recommending our institute and the newly arrived sisters in Pfaffenhofen to your gracious benevolence and requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully
yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4719: To Dr. Carl Amman
Flaurling
J!M!

Munich
October 23, 1872

Very Reverend Dean!
We recently received the news that you have been named
the prince bishop’s official representative for Pfaffenhofen. Joyfully welcoming you to this position, I also
wish to inform you that I sent Sisters M. Lorenzo Witting,
an elementary teacher, and M. Dativa Seidl, a needlework
teacher, to fill the positions held by the recently deceased
20. See Footnote 18, p. 141.
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sisters, and that I entrusted the office of superior to M.
Ladislaus [Norgauer].
Since there has also been a change regarding pastoral
duties, 21 we are placed under your special care. Therefore,
I ask that you would recommend us to the parish vicar and
to the Franciscans so that the beneficial favor bestowed on
us in the past will continue. I also ask that you would continue to be a pastoral friend and guide to the sisters.
Requesting to be remembered in prayer and grateful for
all your endeavors and care, I remain respectfully and gratefully yours,
M. Th. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4751: To Bishop Alexander Bonnaz
Temesvár (Excerpt)
J!M!

Munich
December 13, 1872

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency! 22
. . . Please do not hold it against me if I venture to make
a suggestion. Would you like to breathe the nerve-strengthening air of our Bavarian mountains in spring so that your
health could improve? 23 There is a goodhearted dean in
Garmisch who would consider it the greatest favor to offer
you a modest little room at his place.
Another available place would be our little country house
on the Hörtenberg property near Pfaffenhofen on the Inn
River, a few hours from Innsbruck in Tyrol. There is a little forest nearby where you could remain alone and rest for
hours during your vacation.

21. See Document 4718, pp. 142-143.
22. Alexander Bonnaz (1812-89), Bishop of Csanád in Temesvár
(1860-89)
23. Bishop Bonnaz became ill during the First Vatican Council (186970) and never completely recovered. Nevertheless, he continued to serve as
the bishop of Csanád until his death in 1889.
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Fr. Alexander Lehner, a Franciscan from Padua, stays
there during the summer. He built a little chapel where he
says Mass, and his presence would make a lonely stay somewhat more pleasant. . . . 24
4894: To Fr. Alexander Lehner
Padua
J!M!

January 29, 1874

Reverend Father!
Even in your monastery, you do not forget our house in
Pfaffenhofen, which gives me great consolation because I am
convinced that, during the most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
you also remember the institute there and recommend it to
the most Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Good Sister Ladislaus [Norgauer] caused us great concern because of her poor health, but the latest reports are
more favorable—praise God—and we hope that she will recover soon. 25
I made every effort to find help for Pfaffenhofen, but we
have no Austrian teachers. Each of our houses in Austria
needs at least one, if not two or three, additional teachers. 26
What God does not send, I am unable to give. Therefore, I
strongly encouraged the sisters to pray for capable new
members.
God grant that the young woman whom you recommend
as a good prospect will persevere in her resolution!
It is consoling that Sister Ladislaus has Theresa Schöpf
to help in the elementary school and Rosa Dekall and Rosa
Neuner as assistants in the institute until after Easter when

24. Document 4751 can be found in its entirety in Letters, Vol. 12,
Mission to Hungary, 112-114.
25. Sister M. Ladislaus recovered and continued to serve in Pfaffenhofen until her death at age 60 on July 3, 1896.
26. See Footnote 48, p. 47. Missions established in Austria after 1860
included Hietzing (now Vienna-Hietzing) in 1867, Wildon in 1870, Kritzendorf in 1872, and Zuckmantel (now Zlaté Hory in the Czech Republic) in
1872.
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we may be able to send to Tyrol one of the sisters coming
from Prussia. 27
All of us here gratefully return your best wishes. I also
want to express my joy over the precious Christmas gift that
Pfaffenhofen received through your generosity. 28 May the
dear Lord reward what we cannot!
Recommending all of our intentions to your devout
prayer, we look forward to your return to the Hörtenberg
property, and we pray that the prevailing circumstances will
make it possible.
M. Th. of Jesus
5283: To Fr. Alexander Lehner
Pfaffenhofen
J!M!

September 23, 1877

Reverend Father!
Since September 10, the enclosed lines have been waiting for your return so that we could give them to you in person. Two snow-white doves with feathery spurs were also
waiting to accompany you to the Hörtenberg property. Then
we heard that you had already returned and that our letter
would greet you in the cozy Nagglburg. 29

27. As a result of the Kulturkampf, a complex struggle between the
Roman Catholic Church and the German Empire in the 1870s and 1880s
for control over education, ecclesiastical appointments, and civil marriage,
sisters were forced to abandon one mission after another in Prussia. Mother Theresa sent these sisters to missions in Bavaria, Austria, Hungary, and
England.
Sister M. Paula Hasse (1841-1918) was dismissed from the school in
Orb (now Bad Orb in Germany) at Easter in 1874. She was then sent to
Pfaffenhofen where she served for 26 years. By 1900, a few missions in
Prussia had been reopened and Sister Paula was called back to her homeland.
28. According to the Pfaffenhofen Chronicle, Fr. Alexander provided
the convent chapel with a new monstrance, 12 new candlesticks, and new
altar cards.
29. In dialect, Nagglburg means an old dilapidated house.
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Of your three protégés, only [Caroline] Rattacher is still
at Weichs. 30 The other two are in the Au Suburb 31 where
they are learning needlework and assisting with the boarders. 32
You wrote and asked that, as soon as possible, we would
inform our sisters in Pfaffenhofen about our intent with regard to their obtaining Austrian citizenship.
We are not sufficiently acquainted with Austrian law,
however, to judge whether this would become an occasion
for separation from the motherhouse in Munich. Although
you assured us that it would not change anything, we question whether the law could be misrepresented in various
ways. If the convents would be suppressed in Austria, would
the Poor School Sisters be left without German citizenship
and forced to give up their association with our motherhouse?
If you give us consoling reassurance in this regard, we
will not object to allowing the sisters to take the required

30. After completing her studies and passing the teaching examination, Caroline Rattacher (1862-1963) taught as a candidate in Bavaria until 1887 when she was received and given the name Sister M. Leonidas.
She made her first profession in 1888 and taught in Bavaria until 1912
when she was sent to Austria. Sister M. Leonidas died in Pfaffenhofen on
February 8, 1963, her 101st birthday, and was the last sister who knew
Mother Theresa personally.
31. In 1839, a mission was established in the Au Suburb of Munich
(now Munich-Au). By 1877, more than 30 sisters were entrusted with the
teaching and character formation of hundreds of girls and young women.
Aspirants and candidates were also prepared to be needlework teachers at
this mission.
32. Josepha Scheiring (1863-1946) was received in 1884 and given the
name Sister M. Alexandrine. After her first profession in 1885, she taught
needlework in Bavaria for the rest of her life. She also used her talent and
skill in producing numerous pieces of fine needlework.
Caroline Hendl (1863-1941) was received in 1886 and given the name
Sister M. Maturina. After her first profession in 1887, she taught needlework at several Bavarian missions until 1914, when she was sent to
Pfaffenhofen. She continued to be of service in the convent and institute in
Pfaffenhofen for the rest of her life.
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steps with the respective cabinet officials in order to obtain
Austrian citizenship. 33
Finally, we ask that you would include our school and
institute in prayer to St. Anthony of Padua and continue to
show us your pastoral benevolence.
United in prayer,
M. Ther. of Jesus

33. According to the Pfaffenhofen Chronicle, Sisters M. Ladislaus
Norgauer from Schwarzenfeld, M. Godeline Waffler from Oberburg, and M.
Lorenzo Witting from Mittenwald (all in Bavaria) were granted Austrian
citizenship on July 29, 1878.
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Documents
Number

2628:
2630:
2654:
2665:
2679:
2728:
2729:
2799:
2807:
2808:
2809:
2829:
2836:
2841:
2853:
2855:
2892:
2893:
2899:
2989:
2990:
2996:
3020:
3021:
3050:
3094:
3095:
3098:
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3134:
3135:
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3156:

Date

June 10, 1858
June 12, 1858
July 12, 1858
Aug. 6, 1858
Aug. 24, 1858
Oct. 3, 1858
Oct. 3, 1858
Jan. 28, 1859
Jan. 30, 1859
Jan. 30, 1859
Jan. 30, 1859
Feb. 17, 1859
Feb. 26, 1859
Feb. 28, 1859
Mar. 15, 1859
Mar. 16, 1859
Apr. 20, 1859
Apr. 20, 1859
May 5, 1859
Oct. 18, 1859
Oct. 23, 1859
Nov. 8, 1859
Jan. 15, 1860
Jan. 15, 1860
Mar. 30, 1860
Aug. 29, 1860
Aug. 29, 1860
Aug. 30, 1860
Sept. 1, 1860
Sept. 21, 1860
Sept. 21, 1860
Oct. 2, 1860
Oct. 2, 1860

To

Vincent Gasser
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Vincent Gasser
Mr. Oberlindober
Joseph von Fischer
Mr. Oberlindober
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Stephan Krismer
Foundation Document
Joseph von Fischer
Stephan Krismer
Vincent Gasser
Joseph von Fischer
Stephan Krismer
Joseph von Fischer
Stephan Krismer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Vincent Gasser
Vincent Gasser
Stephan Krismer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Senior Executive Committee
Vincent Gasser
Stephan Krismer
Joseph von Fischer
Ignatius von Senestréy (Excerpt)
Aloysius von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
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1
2
3
5
5
6
7
10
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13
14
15
17
18
19
20
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22
23
25
24
27
29
32
34
36
35
39
40
41
42
43
44
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3170:
3196:
3197:
3204:
3205:
3239:
3248:
3249:
3267:
3284:
3313:
3314:
3315:
3320:
3345:
3498:
3499:
3538:
3574:
3612:
3623:
3638:
3756:
3760:
3767:
3785:
3790:
3796:
3797:
3804:
3819:
3843:
3864:
3866:
3868:
3869:
3870:
3887:
3901:

Documents
Oct. 22, 1860
Oct. 22, 1860
Dec. 8, 1860
Dec. 8, 1860
Dec. 25, 1860
Dec. 25, 1860
Apr. 2, 1861
May 3, 1861
May 3, 1861
July 2, 1861
Sept. 1, 1861
Jan. 11, 1862
Jan. 11, 1862
Jan. 11, 1862
Jan. 24, 1862
Mar. 28, 1862
Jan. 30, 1863
Jan. 30, 1863
Apr. 8, 1863
July 8, 1863
Nov. 11, 1863
Jan. 7, 1864
Mar. 2, 1864
Nov. 16, 1864
Nov. 21, 1864
Dec. 10, 1864
Jan. 13, 1865
Jan. 27, 1865
Feb. 5, 1865
Feb. 5, 1865
Feb. 10, 1865
Mar. 4, 1865
Mar. 31, 1865
Apr. 26, 1865
May 14, 1865
May 17, 1865
May 20, 1865
May 29, 1865
July 27, 1865
Aug. 9, 1865

Joseph von Fischer
Aloysius von Fischer
Vincent Gasser
Francis de Sales Sailer
Vincent Gasser
Stephan Krismer
Vincent Gasser
Joseph von Fischer
Vincent Gasser
Joseph von Fischer
Stephan Krismer
Vincent Gasser
Francis de Sales Sailer
Vincent Gasser
Stephan Krismer
Stephan Krismer
Vincent Gasser
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Carl Amann
Vincent Gasser
Vincent Gasser
Vincent Gasser
Imperial and Royal District Office
Joseph von Fischer
Carl Amann
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
N. Clarelli-Paracciani (Excerpt)
Vincent Gasser
Carl Amann
Joseph von Fischer
Carl Amann
Carl Amann
Joseph von Fischer
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47
49
48
50
51
53
56
54
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64
65
66
67
68
69
69
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76
79
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84
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93
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3909:
3910:
3911:
3912:
3926:
3939:
3940:
3950:
3951:
3952:
3953:
3954:
3963:
3964:
3968:
3994:
4006:
4007:
4023:
4045:
4048:
4049:
4051:
4060:
4100:
4134:
4193:
4205:
4208:
4219:
4234:
4236:
4249:
4255:
4275:
4313:
4317:
4324:
4346:
4391:

Aug. 25, 1865
Aug. 25, 1865
Aug. 25, 1865
Aug. 25, 1865
Sept. 11, 1865
Oct. 6, 1865
Oct. 6, 1865
Oct. 13, 1865
Oct. 13, 1865
Oct. 13, 1865
Oct. 17, 1865
Oct. 18, 1865
Nov. 11, 1865
Nov. 11, 1865
Dec. 22, 1865
Feb. 14, 1866
Mar. 1, 1866
Mar. 1, 1866
Mar. 28, 1866
June 20, 1866
July 5, 1866
July 5, 1866
July 15, 1866
Aug. 7, 1866
Dec. 22, 1866
Mar. 18, 1867
Oct. 12, 1867
Nov. 23, 1867
Dec. 7, 1867
Dec. 24, 1867
Jan. 28, 1868
Feb. 5, 1868
Mar. 6, 1868
Apr. 21, 1868
June 23, 1868
Feb. 3, 1869
Feb. 16, 1869
Mar. 24, 1869
June 29, 1869
Nov. 19, 1869

Vincent Gasser
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph Dielitz
Carl Amann
Joseph von Fischer
Vincent Gasser
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph Dielitz
Carl Amann
Vincent Gasser
M. Magdalena von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Alexander Lehner
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Alexander Lehner
Joseph von Fischer
Alexander Lehner
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Alexander Lehner
Imperial and Royal Railroad
Joseph von Fischer
Alexander Lehner
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Francis Kirchmaier
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
N. Clarelli-Paracciani (Excerpt)
Francis Kirchmaier
M. Caroline Friess (Excerpt)
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Joseph von Fischer
Vincent Gasser

151
97
98
99
99
100
101
102
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105
104
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113
114
116
116
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125
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129
131
133
134
135
135
137
137
138
139
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4718:
4719:
4751:
4894:
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Documents
Oct. 23, 1872
Oct. 23, 1872
Oct. 23, 1872
Dec. 13, 1872
Jan. 29, 1874
Sept. 23, 1877

Alexander Lehner
Vincent Gasser
Carl Amann
Alexander Bonnaz (Excerpt)
Alexander Lehner
Alexander Lehner

141
142
143
144
145
146
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Index
Alexandrine Scheiring, Sr. M.
See Scheiring, Sr. M. Alexandrine.
Amann, Dr. Carl, 85, 86, 90, 9596, 98, 100, 108-109: See also
List of Documents.
Amatora Ruckerbauer, Sr. M.
See Ruckerbauer, Sr. M.
Amatora.
Anthony of Padua, St., 117, 148
Austro-Prussian War (1866),
119n, 122, 131n
Bertoloccini, Sr. M. Devota (Katherine), 2n
Bielitz (now Bielsko-Biaŀa, Poland), 47n, 75
Bissingen, Count Cajetan von,
115-116
Blessed Sacrament, 12, 13, 14,
29, 30, 43, 65, 135: See also
perpetual adoration.
Bonnaz, Alexander (Bishop of
Csanád in Temesvár), 144145
Bösl, Sr. M. Gonsalva, 141n, 143
Brede Convent (Brakel, Westphalia), 41
Brennbichl (Tyrol), 11n, 18n, 27
call, 49, 51, 56, 59, 63, 71-72
Capelli, Fr., 32n
Capuchins (Telfs): See Order of
Capuchins Friar Minor, OFM
(Telfs).
Carl Louis (Archduke of Austria), 11, 37, 46
Caroline Friess, Sr. M. See
Friess, Sr. M. Caroline.
Catherein, Dr. Carl, 59
Church, Catholic, 3, 29-31, 51,
146n
citizenship, Austrian 147-148

Clarelli-Paracciani, Cardinal
Nicholas (Cardinal Protector),
87-88, 135
confidence, 30, 92, 121
corporation rights, 76, 88, 98
Dativa Seidl, Sr. M. See Seidl,
Sr. M. Dativa.
death, 4, 34, 123, 137-139, 141,
143
Devota Bertoloccini, Sr. M. See
Bertoloccini, Sr. M. Devota.
Dielitz, Fr. Joseph, 96, 98, 99100, 103, 105, 108-109, 115,
117, 119
Directory of the Congregation, 4
Divine Providence, 3, 26, 48, 65,
71, 72
extraordinary confessor, 106n
faith, 134
faithfulness, 7, 132, 136, 139
farm: Hörtenberg, 22, 45, 55,
82, 89, 94, 114, 124, 125, 127;
Lenzfried, 127-128
fear, 19-20, 22, 23, 41-42, 45, 66,
129, 132
Ferdinand I (Emperor of Austria), 38, 114-115, 116
Fischer, Agnes von, 42, 96, 98,
100, 118, 120, 122-123, 138
Fischer, Aloysius (Governor),
26n, 43-45, 47-48, 125, 128,
130, 133, 136n
Fischer, Aloysius von, 34
Fischer, Anton von, 139
Fischer, Joseph von: Innsbruck,
St. Nicholas, 1, 7; Kronburg,
17-18, 20-21, 22, 40, 43-44,
53-56, 66, Pfaffenhofen, 77,
79-80, 84, 92n, 95, 101-102,
104, 105, 108, 114: See also
List of Documents.
Fischer, Philomena von, 26, 100,
114, 123
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Fischer, Sr. M. Magdalena (Maria) von: in Regensburg, 2, 4,
10, 20, 34; appointed to Kronburg, 42-44; in Gorizia, 68; in
Munich, 69-70, 72, 93, 96, 98,
105-107, 116, in Pfaffenhofen,
118, 121, 122, 126; illness,
128-130, 132, 133-134; death,
137-139
Flaurling (Tyrol), 73n
Fourier, St. Peter, 32n
Francis Joseph (Emperor of Austria), 1n, 11n
Freistadt (Upper Austria), 1n,
47n, 75
Friess, Sr. M. Caroline
(Josepha), 137
fruit, 12, 33, 117
Füssen (Bavaria), 94
future, 26, 34, 108
Gasser, Vincent (Prince Bishop
of Brixen): Innsbruck, St.
Nicholas, 2; Kronburg, 11, 13,
26, 32-33, 34-35, 37, 38, 42,
43, 44-45, 51, 58, 60, 61, 6465, 67, 72, 83n; Pfaffenhofen,
88, 95, 101, 102-103, 104,
105, 124, 136, 140n, 141n: See
also List of Documents.
generosity, 111, 146
Giovanna Gori, Sr. M. See Gori,
Sr. M. Giovanna.
God’s cause, 17, 32, 73, 120, 124
God’s love, 10, 29, 124
God’s will, 6, 10, 19, 22, 30, 43,
48-49, 55, 70, 73, 100, 129
God’s work, 3, 10, 19, 119-120
Godeline Waffler, Sr. M. See
Waffler, Sr. M. Godeline.
Gonsalva Bösl, Sr. M. See Bösl,
Sr. M. Gonsalva.
Gonzaga Kellner, Sr. M. See
Kellner, Sr. M. Gonzaga.
Gori, Sr. M. Giovanna, 132n
Gorizia (Italy), 1n, 2n, 47n, 68n,
75, 132, 140n

gratitude, 125, 135
Grünhof (now Święciechowo
near Resko, Poland), 2n
Haderer, Sr. M. Leobina (Theresa), 97, 105
Hallein Franciscans, 83n
harvest, 127-128
Hasse, Sr. M. Paula (Marie),
146n
health, 128-129
heart, 25, 30, 83, 123, 125, 129,
133, 138, 139
heaven, 10, 12, 30, 66, 67, 123,
125, 138, 139
Hefter, Sr. M. Elizabeth, OSF,
83n
Hendl, Sr. M. Maturina (Caroline), 147
Hietzing (now Vienna-Hietzing),
145n
Holy Mass, 84, 109, 123, 125,
129, 138-139
Holy Rule, 31, 37, 55, 97, 108,
140; submitted for approbation, 1-2, 5; approved (1859),
31-32; final approbation
(1865), 140n
hope, 12, 30-31, 33, 35, 60, 115,
142
Hörtenberg (Pfaffenhofen), 77n,
79, 82-83, 84, 85, 86, 87-88,
92, 94, 95, 96, 107, 109-111,
113-115, 117, 119-121, 123125, 127, 131-132, 134, 144145
Innsbruck (Tyrol), St. Nicholas,
1, 3-4, 5-10, 12
Italian Independence (Second
War, 1859), 20n, 22, 24
Jesus, 29, 30-31, 66, 125, 138,
139: See also Sacred Heart of
Jesus.
Job, Fr. Francis Sebastian, 30n,
32n

Index
Johannesberg (now Javorník,
Czech Republic), 47n, 75
John XXIII (Pope), 141n
Joseph, St., 20, 68, 125, 134,
138-139
joy, 17, 29-30, 39, 41, 72, 92, 93,
119-120, 123, 133-134, 139,
146
Kellner, Sr. M. Gonzaga
(Louise), 43
Kirchmaier, Fr. Francis, 131134, 135-136, 142
Krismer, Fr. Stephan: property
in Kronburg, 10-12, 14-16, 1820, 22, 24, 26, 27, 30, 34, 35,
36-37; last will and testament, 37-39; contract, 45-48;
dispute with Fr. Sailer, 50-51,
53-59, 61-64, 79-80: See also
List of Documents.
Kritzendorf (Austria), 145n
Kronburg (Zams, Tyrol): shrine,
11n, 17, 18n, 19; offer from
Fr. Krismer, 10-23; institute
for neglected children, 13, 14,
26, 27, 31, 35-36, 37n, 39; delay in acceptance of property,
23-27, 29-34; acceptance of
property, 35-44; delay in arrival of sisters, 41-42, 44-45;
debt on property, 45-48;
claims by Fr. Sailer, 48-51;
completion of sale, 50-52; negotiation of claims, 53-56;
proposed transfer of property,
54-59, 60-64, 66-67, 69-73; 7677, 79-80, 83
Kufstein (Tyrol), 122
Kulturkampf, 146n
Ladislaus Norgauer, Sr. M. See
Norgauer, Sr. M. Ladislaus.
Lehner, Aloysius, 74n, 90, 92n,
127
Lehner, Anna: last will and testament, 59, 70n, 71; death,
73n; acceptance of her legacy,
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74-76, 84n, 87, 88-91, 92n,
96n
Lehner, Fr. Alexander, OFM
Conv.: intent to found mission in Pfaffenhofen, 56, 58,
59, 70n, 71, 75, 91, 96, 97;
support of mission in
Pfaffenhofen, 98-100, 107,
116, 121, 125, 132, 133, 136,
143, 145: See also List of
Documents.
Lehner, Paul, 90, 92, 97, 99, 109,
133
Lehner, Theresa, 91, 92n, 127
Lenzfried (now Kempten, Bavaria), 127-128
Leobina Haderer, Sr. M. See
Haderer, Sr. M. Leobina.
Leonidas Rattacher, Sr. M. See
Rattacher, Sr. M. Leonidas.
liberalism, 31n
Lobkowitz, Prince Carl von, 88n
London-Whitechapel (England),
73n
Lorenzo Witting, Sr. M. See Witting, Sr. M. Lorenzo.
love, 4, 30, 33, 73, 103, 123, 124,
128, 138-139
Ludovica Pfahler, Sr. M. See
Pfahler, Sr. M. Ludovica.
Magdalena von Fischer, Sr. M.
See Fischer, Sr. M. Magdalena von.
Marangoni, Ludovico, OFM
Conv. (Bishop of Chioggia),
135n
Margaret of Cortona
Wiedemann, Sr. M. See
Wiedemann, Sr. M. Margaret
of Cortona.
Maria Anna of Bavaria (Queen
Widow of Saxony), 11-12, 16,
21
Mary (Mother of God), 17, 29,
34, 125; Maria Hilf zu Kronburg, 17; Mother of Our Or-
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der, 17; Our Lady of Sorrows,
117; Queen of Heaven, 17
Maturina Hendl, Sr. M. See
Hendl, Sr. M. Maturina.
mercy, 29, 30, 34, 40, 128, 133
Michael the Archangel, St., 3940, 41
Munich-Au (Bavaria), 147
music, 109, 115, 117
Nagl, Sr. M. Prima (Maria), 97,
105
Nassereith (Tyrol), 50-52
nationalism, 31n
Neunburg vorm Wald (Bavaria),
30n
Neuner, Anton, 110, 113
Neurauter, Joachim, 77n, 82, 85,
94-95, 96, 110, 113, 120, 125,
134
Neurauter, Matthias, 77n, 82,
85, 95, 110, 113, 120-121, 125
Norgauer, Sr. M. Ladislaus (Elise), 97, 105, 126, 142, 143144, 145, 148n
Notre Dame Rule, 32n
Oberlindober (City Councilor), 3,
5-9, 65-66
Order of Capuchins Friar Minor,
OFM (Telfs), 108, 109, 142144
ordination, 139
orphans, 30, 31
Pachomia von Pulciani, Sr. M.
See Pulciani, Sr. M. Pachomia
von.
Papal States, 29
patience, 4, 107
Paula Hasse, Sr. M. See Hasse,
Sr. M. Paula.
peace, 12, 56, 138
perpetual adoration, 12, 13, 14,
26, 27, 29-31, 33, 35, 37n, 4344, 47, 55, 58, 65-66
Peter Fourier, St. See Fourier,
St. Peter.

Pfaffenhofen (Tyrol): proposed
mission, 56, 58, 59, 70-71;
parish, 73n; acceptance of
legacy, 73-77, 79-80, 81, 84;
legal transfer of property, 8792; preparations for mission,
93-105; opening of mission,
105-108; development of mission, 108-109, 114-120, 124128, 130-136, 141-144, 145148
Pfahler, Sr. M. Ludovica (Johanna), 24-25
pilgrimage, 17n
Pius IX (Pope), 32n, 135, 140n,
141n
poor children, 27, 30, 127
poverty, 122, 125, 127
prayer, 30, 34, 35, 46, 65, 72, 73,
86, 101, 103, 108, 119-120,
129-130, 134, 137, 139; for vocations, 145
Prima Nagl, Sr. M. See Nagl, Sr.
M. Prima.
Pulciani, Sr. M. Pachomia (Julia) von, 97, 105, 107-108,
109, 113, 114-116, 119, 121,
127, 133, 142, 143
purpose of the congregation, 3,
56, 71-72, 108
Rattacher, Sr. M. Leonidas
(Caroline), 147
Rauscher, Cardinal Joseph
Othmar von (Prince Bishop of
Vienna), 88n
reconciliation, 49, 50, 53, 56, 58,
62-63, 66
Regensburg (Bavaria): secondary school for girls, 2n
retreats for laywomen, 31n
Rhenish currency, 8n
Romana Sottovia, Sr. M. See
Sottovia, Sr. M. Romana.
Rorate Masses, 90n
Ruckerbauer, Sr. M. Amatora,
141n, 143

Index
Sacred Congregation of Bishops
and Religious, 32n
Sacred Heart of Jesus, 116, 129,
138-139, 145
Sailer, Fr. Francis de Sales, 18n,
40, 48-51, 53-59, 61-64, 66,
71, 79-80
Scheiring, Sr. M. Alexandrine
(Josepha), 147
Scherr, Gregory von (Archbishop
of Munich and Freising),
140n
School Sisters of the Third Order
of St. Francis (Hallein): See
Hallein Franciscans.
Schwäbl, Francis Xavier von
(Bishop of Regensburg), 7n
secularism, 31n
seed, 12, 103
Seidl, Sr. M. Dativa, 141, 143
Senestréy, Ignatius von (Bishop
of Regensburg), 42-43
Siegert, Fr. Matthias: biography,
7n; illness, 11, 12, 15, 17, 19,
20-21, 23, 33; letters by, 2526, 56-59; travel, 2n, 73n,
126, 139
Sintzel, Fr. Michael, 33
Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent
de Paul (Innsbruck), 3, 130n;
(Munich), 33n; (Zams), 60-61,
83
socialism, 31n
sorrow, 123, 137, 142
Sottovia, Sr. M. Romana (Margaret), 140n
Spirit of the Constitutions, 30n,
32n
star, 30-31, 33, 139
storm, 30, 120
suffering, 26, 55, 57, 132, 137
surrender, 34, 129, 130
Temesvár (now Timişoara, Romania), 1n, 2n, 4, 47 establishment of motherhouse, 2425, 41, 45
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Tertiaries of St. Francis Seraphicus (Kronburg): potential
members, 12, 37, 48, 54-59,
61-64, 65-66, 71, 79-80; foundation, 83n
thanksgiving: See gratitude.
Traunkirchen (Upper Austria),
47n, 75
tree, 55, 103, 110, 115, 117, 123,
124
trust, 3, 6, 7, 12, 19, 20, 21, 35,
36-37, 70, 75, 101, 108, 132,
134, 138
union with God, 130
unity, 76; with Munich Motherhouse, 142
Vatican Council (First, 1869-70),
140n, 141; (Second, 1962-65),
141n
Vienna (Austria): Mater Misericordiae, 47n, 75-76, 88, 98,
126
vocation, 58, 59, 108
Waffler, Sr. M. Godeline, 148n
war, 20, 22, 24, 121, 131
widow’s mite, 71-72
Wiedemann, Sr. M. Margaret of
Cortona (Anna), 2n, 4n, 32n,
140n
Wildon (Austria), 145n
will of God: See God’s will.
wind, 30
wisdom, 113
Witting, Sr. M. Lorenzo (Anna),
126, 141, 143, 148n
Wittmann, George Michael
(Auxiliary Bishop of Regensburg), 7n, 30n, 33n, 39-40
work of God: See God’s work.
zeal, 3, 20, 73, 125, 128
Zech, Baron Francis Xavier, 74n
Zuckmantel (now Zlaté Hory in
the Czech Republic), 145n
Zwerger, John Baptist (Bishop of
Seckau), 71-72

