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Preface to Volume 10
Volume 10 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger includes documents that refer to the growth and
development of two missions of the School Sisters of Notre
Dame in Upper Austria—Freistadt and Traunkirchen—
through 1879.
As part of the process leading toward the beatification
of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger in 1985, 5,337 documents, which she either wrote or signed, were gathered
and copied by hand. These copies were notarized, numbered, packed in a large trunk, and taken to Rome. On December 17, 1929, they were presented to the Sacred
Congregation of Rites for further examination. This material is referred to here as the beatification collection.
Since it was beyond the scope of this work to locate original letters still extant in numerous archives, translations
were done from the notarized copies in the beatification collection. Some of the material in this collection was copied
from archival copies of the original documents and these
copies did not always include a signature. This does not
imply that the original document was unsigned.
A few documents in the beatification collection were either undated or misdated. Further study of these documents and their context helped determine probable dates,
which are indicated in brackets. Since the documents in this
volume are arranged chronologically, they do not always appear in numerical sequence. A numerical list of documents
can be found at the end of the book.
Words in the texts of the letters that appear in brackets
were added in order to help identify persons or places mentioned in the letters. Italics are used to indicate underlined
text found in the documents of the beatification collection.
Mother Theresa’s use of the name, Poor School Sisters
(Arme Schulschwestern), as well as the word order, has been
retained in this translation.

x

Place names found in this volume are those commonly
used in Mother Theresa’s time. If the same place is known
by a different name today, a footnote supplies this information. Unless indicated otherwise, places referred to in this
volume are located in Austria.
Efforts have been made to identify the recipients of each
letter. Titles are used in the headings and salutations, but
the nineteenth-century practice of repeating titles throughout the text and closing of a letter has been dropped for the
most part in this translation. Formal closings have been
simplified and are usually given as “Respectfully yours.”
After the beatification collection was delivered to Rome
in 1929, additional documents were found that can be attributed to Mother Theresa or were commissioned by her.
One of these documents is included in this volume and identified with a number followed by a letter (Document 2764
a).
The letters of Frances Schwarz to Mother Theresa have
not been found, which leaves some passages in Mother
Theresa’s letters unclear.
In this volume, documents that were not included in the
beatification collection are classified as (1) an autograph, (2)
a transcript, or (3) a typescript. An autograph is a manuscript in the author’s handwriting. A transcript is an early,
handwritten copy of an original document. A typescript is a
typewritten copy of a document.

xi

Introduction
For centuries, Freistadt in Upper Austria was a prosperous trading center located at the intersection of roads
leading to Prague, Salzburg, Vienna, and Munich. Although
disastrous wars in the seventeenth century and the resulting political changes brought an end to the town’s privileged
position, its citizens adjusted to new ways of life and new
challenges and did not lose contact with the major cities to
the north, south, east, and west.
Conscious of the educational needs in Freistadt in the
mid-nineteenth century, Theresa Schwarz, a prosperous
businesswoman, and her daughter Frances, decided to use
their assets to establish a foundation to support a kindergarten there. This was a new concept in the education and
training of small children, comparable to today’s daycare
centers for children of preschool age. In their search for personnel to care for the children, the two women turned to the
bishop of Linz, Gregory Thomas Ziegler, who advised them
to apply for Poor School Sisters from Munich.
When he was a professor of dogma in Vienna, Bishop
Ziegler became a good friend of Fr. Francis Sebastian Job,
the learned court chaplain who wrote the Spirit of the Constitutions for the Religious Congregation of the Poor School
Sisters of Notre Dame a few months before his death in 1834.
Bishop Ziegler later wrote a biography of Father Job and
used the proceeds to help support the new congregation
founded by Caroline Gerhardinger who by that time was
known as Mother Theresa.
Although Mother Theresa willingly responded to the call
to send sisters to Freistadt, several years passed before permission was granted for women religious with their central
motherhouse in Bavaria to serve in the Austrian Empire.
In her first extant letter to Frances Schwarz, she wrote,
“You speak of cross and suffering! In the cross is salvation,
consolation, and blessing. . . . I consider it a good sign if

xii
Jesus is using the cross to make known to us that [this] is
God’s work. 1
In May 1853, four candidates were sent to open a mission in Freistadt on a trial basis, and 80 children were entrusted to their care on May 23. A few weeks later, two of
the candidates opened a needlework school where 50 girls
of school age and older learned knitting, crocheting, sewing,
mending, and dressmaking. Lessons in French and drawing
were also offered to young women who were interested.
After six years, professed sisters were sent to Freistadt
to continue the work begun by the candidates and to teach
in the elementary school for girls that was entrusted to them
on October 15, 1859.
Sisters and candidates staffed the mission in Freistadt
which, for 18 years, Mother Theresa often described as “hovering in the air.” Despite financial help from places as far
away as Vienna, Prague, and Salzburg, the foundation was
not completely settled and an acceptable foundation document was not signed and approved until 1871.
The letters in this volume record for us Mother Theresa’s
response to a long sequence of events that truly verified her
statement to Frances Schwarz on October 4, 1856, “All the
works of God proceed slowly and in pain; but then, their
roots are the sturdier and their flowering the lovelier.” 2

1.
2.

Document 862, p. 1
Document 2277, p. 54
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To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
March 14, 1850

Dear Francie!
Your two letters of January 24 and March 4 arrived, to
which I hasten to reply.
You speak of cross and suffering! In the cross is salvation, consolation, and blessing. Where the cross is, Christ
the Lord is not far. I consider it a good sign if Jesus is using
the cross to make known to us that it is God’s work. Therefore, dear child, take heart again! Trust in God; look to God
who will bring about good results if we seek to honor God
alone, if we follow Jesus. The work of God reveals the
thoughts of many hearts. In the name of Jesus, let us continue to be silent, to pray, and to work undisturbed.
1. You asked if you should buy a house. It will be necessary to have a building that is our unrestricted property
but it must be purchased with forethought. The building
must be appropriate for a convent and institute, or at least
easily adaptable for these purposes, and it must be provided
with a large garden. Of course it would be best if the building were, or could be, connected to an already existing
church. It would be very desirable if God would lead me to
Freistadt because then I could inspect the entire situation.
2. I do not know how things now stand in your country
regarding the dependence of these church-related schools
and institutes. If they are independent, it is all the better
for us. If not, we must submit to laws from the outside, but
we always strive to remain interiorly free in accordance with
the spirit and the regulations of our holy Catholic Church.
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It is good that you and your good mother 1—whom I greet
most cordially and look forward in the Lord to seeing again,
hopefully in good health—are contributing so much to a
foundation fund, since that allows you to attach conditions to
it. 2 In case the kindergarten is closed, for example, your
capital would become the property of the institute.
With regard to the kindergarten, one franc per day is the
usual amount for the supervision of one child, but two francs
for children who want soup at noon. The town pays the remainder so that the sum for each sister is approximately 150
florin ($60). The town must also provide a place for the children and supply the firewood and necessary materials.
Do the local authorities intend to give us charge of the elementary school or only the kindergarten? There is less responsibility with a kindergarten than with an elementary
school. I certainly do not know how much annual income an
elementary teacher receives in Austria or how much it costs
to live there. Here in the cities we usually have 200 florin
($80) for one sister. I want to write you these things so that
you can give me further information in detail or make a better estimate of the situation in case the local authorities do
not turn to us directly.
Sisters who are incapacitated because of aging or illness
do not become a burden to the local authorities but are cared
for by the religious institute. We do not claim a pension or
compensation for these sisters.
Our schools do not lag behind those with secular teachers either, which we owe to God’s grace.
It will be absolutely necessary to discuss and settle
everything at the site because much writing will hardly lead
to our desired goal. In order to come to an understanding,

1. Mrs. Theresa Schwarz was the widow of Francis Schwarz, who
died in 1818 and left her with several small children. Mrs. Schwarz’s
business acumen and energy made it possible for her to continue her husband’s flourishing business and provide the children with a good education.
2. In this context, a foundation is a gift to the Church, given either
during the lifetime of the donor or through a will after death, with the
condition that a spiritual work would be continued, either for a designated length of time or in perpetuity.

1850-1854

however, we will do what we can to the extent possible in
the meantime.
Just today I spoke with the good empress mother 3 for a
long time. Among other things, we also spoke about you,
though not much, and she takes great interest in the undertaking. Your reverend brother 4 takes responsibility for
the interests of God’s work, which will give joy to you and
even greater joy to God. He will do what he considers right
in the sight of God. Please give him my greetings.
Now, dear Francie, I have written much, but still so little. I must travel on business of the order, but I will not be
in your area this time, much as I long to go there. God will
also grant this.
Thank you very much for having the dear, innocent little ones pray for us daily. 5 I ask that they continue because
we are so much in need of prayer, especially now since we
will open several new missions here and abroad before and
after Easter. 6 You will see then why I must hasten to close
this letter. Please pray for this intention, too, for there is so
much to be done and so few laborers to do it!
With love and prayer,
M. Theresa of Jesus

3. Caroline Augusta (1792-1873) was married to Emperor Francis I
(1768-1835), the last emperor of the Holy Roman Empire (1792-1806) and
the first emperor of Austria (1804-35). After his first three wives preceded him in death, he married Caroline Augusta in 1816. The imperial
and royal couple had no children. Caroline Augusta devoted her life to
charitable works, fostered and promoted several religious communities,
and established various educational institutes.
4. Sebastian Schwarz (1809-70) was ordained in 1833. In 1840, he
was assigned to Vöcklabruck, approximately 70 miles (112 km) southwest
of Freistadt.
5. In order to gain the town’s confidence before the arrival of the sisters, Frances Schwarz began conducting the kindergarten in Freistadt in
1849.
6. Soon after this letter was written, missions were opened in Rain
on the Lech River and in Kösching, both in Bavaria, in Rottenburg in
Württemberg, and at the Brede Convent in Westphalia.

3
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To the City Council
Freistadt
J!M!

June 11, 1850

Honorable City Council of Freistadt!

Having just returned to the motherhouse, I hasten to respond to your letter of May 2 (received May 8) as follows:
1. A sister of our order never goes by herself to conduct
an institute. There are always at least two sisters.
2.
According to the communications from Frances
Schwarz regarding the number of small children in the
kindergarten, three persons should be sufficient. The little
ones need much care and supervision and often individuals
must leave the group. On the other hand, they should acquire some skills and knowledge appropriate to their age
and ability. The order appoints the personnel because, by its
very nature, the religious institute requires both uniformity
and unity of the whole and its parts, and not every person is
capable of this work.
If the current personnel are suitable for the institute and
if one or two would want to join the sisters who are sent
there, we would not object to leaving them in their present
positions. Then one sister and two assistants could conduct
the institute, which might have up to 80 children, and the
second sister could conduct the needlework classes, which
must remain separate from the kindergarten in every respect. In these classes, girls up to 18 years of age would
learn all types of needlework according to each one’s station
in life and talents.
3. If the sisters must cover the cost of ordinary repairs on
the building as well as the materials needed for the institute,
which would be an exception, an annual sum of 200 florin
conventional currency ($80) 7 would be needed to support one
sister—provided that the house is in very good condition.
4. If a sister becomes incapacitated because of aging or
illness, she never becomes a burden to the town whether she
stays there or not. The order takes on this responsibility and
7. The currency system used in Bavaria and Austria at that time was
known as conventional currency. One florin equaled approximately 40¢ in
American currency at the time.
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the town does not provide any pension or make any contribution for this purpose.
For your information with regard to the statutes, the
School Sisters keep the sovereign laws of the land that regulate external school matters. Since kindergartens do not
belong to this category, however, allow me to say that the
School Sisters always consider these institutes as places of
refuge for children of a tender age who are in physical and
spiritual danger from so many sides. The sisters are responsible for giving these little ones their first training—that
is, preserving them in their innocence, developing their latent mental abilities, correcting bad habits and natural outbursts, and introducing them to childlike exercises in song
and prayer. This is done in a motherly way, more through
play than through formal learning, in order to lay in the
hearts of the children the first foundation for knowledge and
for the glory of God.
Guided by these principles, we conduct of institutes of this
kind, not because we want to rob the little ones of their childhood, but rather because we want to be with them, give them
motherly protection, and extend them a helping hand.
Since I have now answered the questions put before me
to the best of my ability, the only thing remaining is to assure
you once again of our willingness to conduct this institute.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
939:

To the City Council
Freistadt

Munich
October 18, 1850

Honorable City Council!
In response to your letter of September 2, 1850, the respectfully undersigned will try to come to Freistadt toward
the end of November, if possible, in order to examine the site
and discuss the situation.
Respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of J.
Superior of the Poor School Sisters

5
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To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Munich
October 19, 1850

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
How much trouble you are taking with me for God's
cause! May God reward you and give you what you wished
for me on the feast of St. Teresa. 8
You are now learning how to beg so well that one would
think that you publicly pursue this trade and that rather
than getting caught, you get gifts instead.
If I had wings or the time that I would like to have at
my disposal, I would have come to see you long ago. In the
enclosed letter, I state that I will do all in my power to come
to Freistadt by the end of November in order to examine the
site and discuss the situation. 9
Let us pray in the meantime. I send cordial greetings to
your mother.
With love, your poor,
M. Ther.
997:

To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

May 1, 1851

Dearest Fanny!
You kindly informed us that, in the interests of the new
work of God about to begin in Freistadt, you undertook a
trip to Vienna in order to present your concern to Countess
Kinsky10 in person. God grant that you were able to settle
8. October 15, the feast of St. Teresa of Avila
9. See Document 939, p. 5. Mother Theresa visited Freistadt in November 1850 to examine the building and negotiate the opening of a mission there.
See M. Liobgid Ziegler, Magd des Herrn (Typescript,
Milwaukee) 292.
10. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Countess Kinsky later provided the institute with ten cords of firewood annually, but a request for
the firewood had to be submitted each fall to the Kinsky Forest and Property Office.
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everything well for the greater glory of God and the salvation of the children. This is also our prayer.
How happy I would be to send sisters to Freistadt by
September, if only it were possible. The unforeseen cases of
illness and death among the sisters prevent us from taking
up the Freistadt cause very soon. The dean, 11 the city council, and your mother—to whom I send my best regards—will
surely understand these reasons.
In the meantime, you may be assured that we will be especially mindful of Freistadt during the coming year, even if
there are also pressing demands for personnel here in
Bavaria.
Recommending the work of God to your loving care and
devout prayer and assuring you of our prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1098: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

[1851] 12

Dear Fanny!
You indicated that a letter from your reverend brother 13
would be coming and, in accordance with your wish, I am
sending you his letter, which arrived after yours. 14 I told him
that I could not deal with the matter because it is not my
business and does not concern me. 15 I really must leave it
up to you, dear Fanny, to settle and resolve the entire affair!
Until the business with Vöcklabruck is settled, we cannot send personnel from Bavaria to take charge of your foundation, as you can now certainly see for yourself. You had

11. Fr. John Baptist Bauer, Dean in Freistadt
12. Although the date, “after January 20, 1852,” was added to the
copy prepared for the beatification process, internal evidence indicates
that this letter was written in 1851.
13. Fr. Sebastian Schwarz
14. No letters to Mother Theresa from Frances Schwarz or Fr. Sebastian Schwarz have been found.
15. See Document 1326, p. 9.
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no idea that this affair would drag on so long because otherwise you probably would not have started the foundation
for our order, but would have promised to help this group
with a foundation in your hometown instead. 16
Did you intend to help the foundation in Vöcklabruck with
School Sisters from Graz or from our order in Bavaria? 17 You
know all of this better than I do, and that is why I must leave
it all to you.
In my opinion, the foundation in Freistadt will not come
into being until you and your mother have made a formal
agreement that will go into effect after her death. Then the beginning can be made easily and quickly on your own property.
What I wrote to you earlier is proving to be true: All the
works of God are painful, and God’s designs are unfathomable. This must be our consolation in all things—the
almighty God has command over heaven and earth. May
God’s will be done.
You asked when you could meet me here. I would say
not until the middle of September and then only for a few

16. Fr. Sebastian Schwarz opened a kindergarten in Vöcklabruck in
1842 and a needlework school in 1843. Convinced that a religious community would give these works stability, he turned to Mother Theresa in
1842 and asked if she would be willing to prepare a few young women in
Vöcklabruck for religious life. Mother Theresa was interested but had
reservations about the distance and the political situation in Austria.
When Mother Theresa visited Vöcklabruck in 1846, Fr. Schwarz had already sent three young women to Salzburg for teacher training and contacted the Franciscan Congregation of the Sisters of the Immaculate Conception in Graz. Two young women were sent to Graz to make their novitiate and two Franciscan Sisters from Graz came to open a mission in
Vöcklabruck. Frances Wimmer, the first candidate from Vöcklabruck,
began her novitiate in Graz, but it was interrupted by the 1848 Revolution
in Austria. Frances was finally professed on September 5, 1850, which is
considered the foundation date of the new Congregation of the Poor School
Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis Seraphicus in Vöcklabruck. Fr.
Schwarz, its founder, was then appointed its director. See 150 Jahre Arme
Schulschwestern vom Dritten Orden des Heiligen Franziskus Seraphikus –
Franzskanerinnen – von Vöcklabruck (Éditions du Signe, 2000).
17. The life of the first sisters in Vöcklabruck was extremely difficult.
Funds were lacking and the sisters were often hungry.
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days because I must make long journeys to other countries
after that. 18
Let us pray for one another! Praised be Jesus Christ!
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1326: To Fr. Sebastian Schwarz
Vöcklabruck
J!M!

[1851] 19

Very Reverend Confessor!
Please allow me to respond to your letter of the thirteenth of this month by saying that I know of no other solution in the affair regarding the document from your sister 20
than to entrust everything to God and to dear Fanny for a
settlement.
Urgently recommending our order to your devout prayer,
I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1097: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 20, 1852
J!M!

Dearest Fanny!
Above all, I want to express our sincere gratitude for the
best wishes for the New Year, which you and your good

18. In the autumn of 1851, Mother Theresa traveled to Westphalia
and Silesia, both in Prussia, which helps determine the date of this letter.
19. Although the date, “after January 1, 1853,” was added to the copy
prepared for the beatification process, internal evidence indicates that this
is the letter referred to in Document 1098, pp. 7-9.
20. The reference is unclear since Frances Schwarz’s letters have not
been found.
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mother sent and which I happily return in the Lord. May
God fulfill these wishes in all of us!
I made a verbal statement to the best of my knowledge
about the suitability of the building under consideration,
and now it is already purchased. Nevertheless, dear Fanny,
the renovation and the addition should wait until both the
bishop 21 and the imperial and royal government confirm the
project. In the meantime, the space currently being used for
a kindergarten could continue to be used for this purpose.
In your petition to the two authorities, you might explain
that you have already provided for the necessary place and
for the support of the personnel whom our order will send.
If we cannot provide sisters to serve in Freistadt during
the first years, we will send candidates until God sends more
help, just as we do for other missions.
A copy of the plan is enclosed in case you would need it.
We used thin paper in order to save postage.
Please give your mother best regards from our confessor
[Matthias Siegert] and me and assure her of our prayer for
a speedy recovery.
With caring love and prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
P.S. From the date of our letter, dear Fanny, you will
see that we had already written before you repeated your
questions. Therefore, you will also excuse us because we
were not in a position to respond earlier with any certainty.
As already stated, if no insurmountable obstacle stands
in the way, we are willing to conduct the institute by September of this year.
We have taken care of the money for the mission society,
as can be seen by the enclosed receipt for 12 florin, 30
kreuzer ($5).
Finally, I want to express our sincere sympathy to your
mother, our gratitude for your energetic work for the good

21. Gregory Thomas Ziegler (1770-1852) was the bishop of Linz from
1827 until his death on April 15, 1852.

1850-1854

cause, and our request for your devout prayer that we need
so much!
Praised be Jesus and Mary!
1208: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
Statement

Munich
July 19, 1852

When Fanny Schwarz from Freistadt was present here,
the undersigned was told that the process of establishing a
mission of the Poor School Sisters from Bavaria in Freistadt,
initiated in 1846, has made sufficient progress so that we
are finally able to accept the foundation. Due to the illness
of the noble-minded foundress, Mrs. [Theresa] Schwarz, the
sending of personnel to this mission should not be postponed
any longer.
Therefore, the undersigned states that, if no insurmountable and unforeseen obstacles occur in the meantime,
she is willing to accept the foundation this fall and to send
the personnel necessary to conduct a kindergarten and a
needlework school in Freistadt. If both the staffing of this
institute and the mutual bond with the motherhouse in Munich are acceptable to the diocesan ordinariate, 22 candidates
will be sent for the time being until sisters can succeed
them. 23
Mary Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

22. After Bishop Ziegler died on April 15, 1852, the see was vacant
until June 12, 1853, when Francis Joseph Rudigier (1811-84) was installed
as bishop of Linz.
23. See Document 1238, pp. 12-13.
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1213: To the Diocesan Ordinariate
Linz

July 27, 1852

J!M!
Diocesan Ordinariate!
In 1846, a request was made for the establishment of a
mission of the Poor School Sisters from Bavaria.
The foundation in Freistadt has now made sufficient
progress so that personnel can and should be sent to the
mission since this was stipulated by the foundress, Mrs.
[Theresa] Schwarz, who is close to death.
The respectfully undersigned promised long ago to accept this mission and repeated this promise in a statement
to Frances Schwarz, the daughter of the foundress mentioned above. 24 Only a kindergarten and a needlework
school will be opened. Candidates will be sent to this institute for the time being until sisters are able to come later—
that is, if our conducting this institute and its continued
union with the motherhouse in Munich are agreeable to the
diocesan ordinariate.
Requesting that you would graciously grant this petition, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
1238: To the Diocesan Ordinariate
Linz
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich
September 21, 1852
J!M!
Diocesan Ordinariate in Linz!
Conducting a Kindergarten and a Needlework School in
Freistadt
The diocesan ordinariate was pleased to approve the conducting of a kindergarten and a needlework school in Freistadt by candidates of the Poor School Sisters from Bavaria.
24. See Document 1208, p. 11.
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At the same time, we were requested to send a copy of the
statutes of our order to the diocesan ordinariate.
The respectfully undersigned ventures to reply that the
statutes of our order have just been presented to the Holy
See for approbation. Therefore, the motherhouse of the Poor
School Sisters will send candidates to conduct the kindergarten and the needlework school in Freistadt until our rule
and constitutions are approved by Rome. When Rome
grants this approval, we will not delay in presenting our
statutes to the diocesan ordinariate.
By then, the foundation in Freistadt will be completely
settled and sisters will be able to conduct the institute if it is
agreeable to the diocesan ordinariate that this mission remain in union with the motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters in Bavaria without any detriment to episcopal rights of
religious or domestic jurisdiction.
Respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters
1268: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
November 24, 1852

J!M!
Dearest Fanny!
With a joyful heart, you told us that the retired chief district officer notified you that the governor from Linz 25 reported that, as far as he was concerned, nothing stands in the
way of the School Sisters from Munich taking over the institute and needlework school in Freistadt. Nevertheless, dear
Fanny, communication by word of mouth is not sufficient!
We must first receive an official resolution from the
diocesan ordinariate in Linz stating that as far as Church
and civil authorities are concerned, there is nothing to prevent the Poor School Sisters from Bavaria from conducting
25. Baron Edward von Bach (1814-84) was Governor of Upper Austria (1851-62) at the time this letter was written.
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the institute in Freistadt. We must also show proof of this
here. We submitted our petition, but you kindly told us in private that we would have to seek the governor’s approval first.
Therefore, would you kindly negotiate this with the diocesan ordinariate and the chief district officer? We are ready
and willing to come, but we cannot and may not conduct the
institute without this permission.
In closing, allow me to ask one more question: Is the
building sufficiently dried out so that there is nothing to fear
with regard to the health of our personnel and of the children
who will come there?
Please give our regards to the dean 26 and tell him of our
gratitude for the kind remembrance.
Cordial greetings in the Lord to your mother and to you,
dear Fanny, from our confessor [Matthias Siegert] and from
me. We ask for a remembrance in your prayer.
Looking forward to your speedy reply and, with God’s
help, to the final settlement of the entire matter,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1285: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

December 17, 1852

Dearest Fanny!
Your two letters of December 1 and 2, as well as the enclosed letter from the diocesan ordinariate in Linz, have arrived.
As much as their contents call us to praise God for opening doors so miraculously and providing admittance and help,
especially through the noble empress mother, 27 it is still with
26. Fr. John Baptist Bauer
27. After initially promising an annual contribution of 100 florin ($40) to help
support the sisters in Freistadt, Empress Mother Caroline Augusta donated a capital fund of 4,000 florin ($1,600), the annual interest of which was to provide the
sisters’ support. See M. Liobgid Ziegler, Magd des Herrn (Typescript, Milwaukee)
240. According to Document 4560, p. 147, 3,000 of these 4,000 florin were donated
on September 4, 1852.
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a heavy heart that we take charge of a mission on a provisional basis in another country that is so far away from us.
Since you have established the institute at such great
expense, we will leave for Freistadt in God’s name on January 10. Placing our trust in God, we will move into our dear
Nazareth very quietly and begin conducting the institute.
We will send ahead our small amount of baggage and
ask that you would please accept it and take care of it in case
it arrives in Freistadt before we do.
We will fill your orders and, God willing, deliver them
personally. 28
Even if I go through Salzburg, I cannot and will not
thank the good empress on the way back 29 because the request came from you.
Please let us know if the candidates will have to walk to
the parish church.
Sending many cordial greetings to your mother and asking for your prayer, I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2773: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
December 30, [1852] 30

Dearest Fanny!
With the changing of the year, it is my honor to express
my sincere best wishes for the New Year! May the Divine
Child Jesus, at whose crib we have laid all the wishes of our
hearts, fulfill in this new year of grace whatever serves his
28. This reference is unclear. Often sisters filled orders for needlework.
29. After Emperor Francis I of Austria died in 1835, Empress Mother
Caroline Augusta lived in Salzburg.
30. Although the year is given as 1858 on the copy prepared for the
beatification process, internal evidence, as well as Document 2792, pp. 99100, indicates that this letter was written as early as December 1852, that
is, before a mission was opened in Freistadt.
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honor and glory! You will not go away empty-handed because you have made and will continue to make great efforts
for God and for God’s work, which will redound to the glory
of God and the salvation of souls, keeping them from the
world’s destruction.
God will not allow us to cry out in vain but will bless us
instead so that the blossoms in the garden of the Church will
become fruit with a pleasant taste that will delight the heart
of God.
Recommending our entire order and especially our concerns in Freistadt to your benevolence and prayer, I remain
respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
1325: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 25, 1853
J!M!

Dearest Fanny!
Our candidates’ baggage, which was sent long ago and
should have arrived by now, will serve as proof of our willingness to leave for Freistadt at the time arranged. Nevertheless, it is still impossible to carry out our wish and
promise because one of the candidates appointed to go there
still has not recovered. Scarcely any families in Munich and
the surrounding area have been spared from illness. Once
again, therefore, I must ask for patience with the delayed
departure. It really is not our fault.
In closing, please extend best regards to your good
mother from our confessor [Matthias Siegert] and from me
and please pray for us that God will send help. As soon as
we have hope of being able to travel, we will let you know.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
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1209: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!
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[March 1853]

Dear Fanny!
Our best wishes for the feast of St. Frances 31 are somewhat late, but they are no less sincere. With confident and
hope-filled prayer on the day itself, I asked God to fulfill them.
Indeed, you and your good mother will be rewarded with
abundant blessings for all you have done for the institute in
God’s love.
The recurring and alarming indisposition of our candidates
is now past, thanks be to God, and we will leave from here as
soon as the weather improves somewhat. We will send the
rest of the baggage to Freistadt beforehand and we ask that
you would please accept it. Shortly before we leave, we will
give you further information about the day of our departure.
In the meantime, dear Fanny, please help us pray
earnestly that there will not be any new hindrances and that
God will bless our journey and the beginning of our work in
Freistadt! We urgently ask your dear mother for the same
loving favor and send her our heartfelt greetings. May the
loving God grant you a very joyous Easter celebration!
Respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
1407: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
June 27, 1853

J!M!
Dearest Fanny!
Your last letter arrived while I was away from the
motherhouse and therefore you will kindly excuse the delayed response.

31. March 9, the feast of St. Frances of Rome, which also helps determine the date of this letter
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Sister Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann] could not make
the trip by way of Salzburg because we had already determined that the route would go through Hirschau 32 in accordance with an earlier request. Moreover, the formal visit
with Her Majesty 33 would hardly have been at the right time
because, as Sister Margaret wrote, the bishop of Linz 34 will
not tolerate three kinds of School Sisters 35 in his diocese.
You know, dear Fanny, that after the diocesan ordinariate in Linz invited us and gave us permission, we finally
sent our personnel to Freistadt 36 only because of our love for
the good cause and our friendship with you and your good
mother, who so desired to make the religious foundation.
Nevertheless, we came too soon. Since we are willing to call
the sisters 37 back at any time, do not worry any more about
the bishop’s talk than we do.
In closing, I want to thank you and your good mother for
all the love you have shown my sisters and ask for your
prayer.
Respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

32. Now Hyršov in the Czech Republic where a mission had been
opened in December 1851
33. Empress Mother Caroline Augusta
34. Francis J. Rudigier (1811-84) was installed as bishop of Linz on
June 12, 1853, a few weeks after the mission in Freistadt was opened.
35. The School Sisters of Notre Dame in Freistadt, the Poor School
Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis Seraphicus in Vöcklabruck, and
the School Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis in Hallein, who
opened a mission in Hallstatt in 1853
36. The first four candidates, Katherine Juliana Sixt, Maria
Schatzhuber, Anna (Frances) Königer, and Anna Bauer, arrived in Freistadt on May 21, 1853. Two days later, 28 boys and 52 girls were entrusted to their care in the kindergarten. Classes in the needlework school began on June 1. Katherine Sixt was usually known by her second name,
Ju-liana, and Anna Königer was known as Frances after the arrival of
professed sisters in 1859.
37. Although Mother Theresa often refers to the sisters in Freistadt,
only candidates were sent there until 1859.
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1473: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
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Our Motherhouse in Munich
October 4, 1853

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
I wish to express my sincere gratitude to you and your
good mother for your best wishes for the feast of St. Teresa.
May God fulfill them in all of us! I urgently ask for a remembrance in your devout prayer.
Praise and thanks be to God if the bishop has assured the
newly opened institute of his pastoral care. 38 May God bless
and keep him for a very long time!
The statutes of our order are already before the Holy See
and, no matter how much I would like to, I cannot present
them to the bishop before Rome makes a decision. I indicated
this to the diocesan ordinariate at the very beginning, 39 and
it is also the reason why I sent only candidates to Freistadt for
the time being.
The landscapes are being gratefully returned.
May God grant you grace and help when you visit His
Majesty, the archduke, 40 so that a small chapel can be built for
the Lord very soon and the beautiful foundation completed!
Maria Kreuzer should take the teaching examination in
her own country first so that she can enter here as a certified
teacher. This is our usual procedure for candidates from other
countries so that, if necessary later, they can be transferred
more easily to their own homeland.
As we have already indicated to her, Katherine [Weigert]
must return to our motherhouse for many reasons. 41 Due to
the great travel expenses, we cannot send anyone from here to
take her place and the sisters will have to look for a good per38. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Bishop Rudigier visited the
mission in Freistadt in September 1853. He left after an hour, “assuring the
sisters of his favorable disposition toward them.”
39. See Document 1238, pp. 12-13.
40. Archduke Maximilian Joseph von Oesterreich-Este (1782-1863)
41. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Katherine Weigert, who
had taken care of the kitchen, was called to the motherhouse in Munich
on October 7, 1853.
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son from the surrounding area to take care of the household.
We will take care of the pictures.
According to your letter, the empress mother 42 intends
to visit the institute in Freistadt. May the work of the sisters be blessed so that God and Her Imperial Majesty, as
well as you, dear Fanny, and your good mother, may experience great joy in return for the great sacrifices made for
the benefit of the immortal souls of young people!
We have taken care of the letter you enclosed.
Our confessor [Matthias Siegert] joins us in sending our
best regards to your good mother, whom I also still hope to
see, and to you, dear Fanny!
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
1602: To Fr. John Baptist Bauer
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
February 13, 1854

Imperial and Royal District School Inspector! 43
At your request, the respectfully undersigned is honored
to submit the enclosed report regarding the Poor School Sisters’ institute in Freistadt. 44
The respectfully undersigned also takes this opportunity
to recommend to your continued benevolence and kind protection the newly established institute of the Poor School
Sisters as a work of God and of the Church. She does this
with even greater urgency since the institute had to endure
a difficult beginning in every respect due, among other
things, to the considerable distances in its present location. 45
Respectfully yours,
M. Th. of Jesus
42. Empress Mother Caroline Augusta
43. Fr. John Baptist Bauer was the dean and district school inspector
in Freistadt.
44. This report was not included in the beatification collection.
45. The candidates had to walk several blocks from their living quarters to the kindergarten and even farther to the parish church.
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1603: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

[After February 13, 1854] 46

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
Your last letter expressed your joy over the confirmation of
our rule but, dear Fanny, you seem to have misunderstood my
letter in this regard. 47
The Holy See will complete its confirmation only after
some time, which is how it usually happens. Rome will make
a general decision for the time being and give specific directives for our case. We expect to hear about this when the new
nuncio arrives 48 and then we will inform you.
In the meantime, please continue to pray with us so that
God, who has helped us in the past, will again bless us.
Please extend our best regards to your dear mother.
Thanks be to God, her health has improved.
The sisters will gratefully accept your friendly invitation to
visit Mount Calvary. 49
Recommending the forsaken sisters in Freistadt to your
kind concern and united in prayer, I remain respectfully
yours,
Mar. Th. of Jesus
Superior of the Poor School Sisters

46. The date of this letter was added to the copy of this document
prepared for the beatification process.
47. See Document 1473, pp. 19-20.
48. Archbishop Antonio Saverio De Luca (1805-83) was appointed
apostolic nuncio to Germany on December 24, 1853. The Sacred Congregation issued a decree confirming the congregation on January 23, 1854,
but, due to illness, Archbishop De Luca did not present this document to
Mother Theresa until June 1, 1854.
49. Mount Calvary is a Gothic church that was built in the 14th century to serve as a family mausoleum in St. Peter Cemetery near Freistadt.
Stations of the Cross mark the way between Freistadt and Mount Calvary.
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1666: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Munich
May 21, 1854

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
In your last kind letter, you again asked me to send you
precise information about our holy rule as soon as possible.
Dear Fanny, I cannot help you this time either. I can
only refer you to our earlier explanation of this point, which
you already have from previous letters. 50 We hope that, with
the arrival of the apostolic nuncio in Munich, 51 we will come
closer to our long-desired goal. As soon as we are informed
about the Holy See’s decision, we will, if possible, make the
desired communications.
Of course, it would be best if we could communicate this
in person, but just now I cannot definitely say if or when I
can make a trip to Upper Austria this year. A decision will
be made soon, however, and then I will not delay in doing
what I can for the good cause in Freistadt. 52
Acquiring a different house for the sisters there would
be helpful, but more about that when we can discuss it.
We were very sorry to hear of the dean’s sudden, untimely death. 53 May God provide a worthy successor to the
orphaned parish! Until someone is appointed to take the
dean’s place, nothing can be said about the necessary confessor.
You meant well when you said that, due to the provisional staffing of the mission, the sisters could never inherit
anything. Allow me to say, however, that although individual sisters may never inherit anything for themselves, the
order may inherit something for the purpose of establishing
an institute that will be entrusted to the sisters’ direction
and care.
50. See Documents 1473, pp. 19-20, and 1603, p. 21.
51. Archbishop De Luca
52. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Mother Theresa arrived in
Freistadt on July 25, 1854, and stayed for three days.
53. Fr. John Baptist Bauer died on March 20, 1854.
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Requesting a remembrance in prayer for myself and for
all of us and extending our regards to your mother, I remain
respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1688: To Archduchess Sophie
J!M!

Munich
August 8, 1854

Most Illustrious and All-Powerful Empress!
Most Gracious Majesty!54
Shy and timid but filled with confidence, a Poor School
Sister from Bavaria approaches the throne of Your Imperial
Majesty in order to present a petition.
Two years ago a generous woman, Theresa Schwarz, and
her equally generous daughter, Frances, used their own
means for the most part to set up a charitable foundation
for the purpose of establishing a needlework school and a
kindergarten in Freistadt, and of calling the Poor School Sisters from Bavaria to conduct this institute.
Mrs. Schwarz turned to the motherhouse in Munich and,
after the city of Freistadt gave its consent and the diocesan
ordinariate in Linz gave its approval, the Poor School Sisters
took charge of the institute. These sisters have already
worked for one year in the areas assigned them to the satisfaction of both the town and the foundresses. 55
Provisions have been made for the sisters’ livelihood and
Her Majesty, Empress Mother Caroline [Augusta], was
pleased to designate a considerable amount in addition to
what had already been allocated. 56
54. Although addressed to “an empress,” internal evidence indicates
that this letter was addressed to Archduchess Sophie of Austria (180572), the mother of Francis Joseph (1830-1916), Emperor of Austria, Apostolic King of Hungary, and King of Bohemia (1848-1916). Archduchess
Sophie, who was also a half-sister of Empress Mother Caroline Augusta,
exercised great influence over the Austrian court.
55. Mrs. Theresa Schwarz and Frances Schwarz
56. See Footnote 27, pp. 14.
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Only one thing is painfully lacking. Since the order of
the Poor School Sisters is still not recognized by the imperial
and royal government, the charitable foundation cannot be
approved either.
During the respectfully undersigned’s recent visit in
Linz, the bishop 57 assured her that he would grant the sisters in Freistadt, as well as the entire order of the Poor
School Sisters of Notre Dame, his pastoral care and protection. Moreover, the Poor School Sisters are not only recognized by all the bishops in whose dioceses they are working,
but also by the Holy See, who recently granted them an official decree of commendation. 58 Before they take charge of an
institute, they always provide the royal governments with
the necessary documents of their teaching qualifications.
Please do not take it amiss, therefore, if the respectfully
undersigned ventures to appeal for Your Imperial Majesty’s
support of the charitable foundation by seeing to it that the
imperial and royal government would hear her petition for
the recognition of the order of the Poor School Sisters. Without this recognition, we will not be allowed to take charge of
the charitable foundation in the Austrian Empire.
May it please Your Imperial and Royal Majesty to look
graciously upon the religious institute that was co-founded
by Sebastian Job, 59 confessor to Her Majesty, the Empress
Mother Caroline! Within a short period of 21 years, this religious institute came to life in Fr. Job’s hometown, Neunburg vorm Wald, was transferred to the royal capital,
Munich, and from there spread throughout Bavaria, Prussia, and America.

57. Bishop Rudigier
58. See Benilda Dix, SSND, Love Cannot Wait (Milwaukee: School
Sisters of Notre Dame, 1987) 114-116.
59. Francis Sebastian Job (1767-1834) was ordained in Regensburg
in 1791. He was a professor of philosophy and theology in Regensburg
until 1808, when he became court chaplain, first in Stuttgart and, beginning in 1816, in Vienna. In 1833, Fr. Job wrote Spirit of the Constitutions
of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame and provided financial support
for Caroline Gerhardinger and the new congregation that she founded in
his hometown, Neunburg vorm Wald.
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We ask that Your Imperial Majesty would make it possible for the seeds to germinate, take root, and develop in
the Austrian lands for the benefit of the young girls and
women there, in gratitude to the foundresses, and to the joy
of our entire order. We will not cease to pray to Mary,
Queen of Heaven, the order’s noble protector, for Your Imperial and Royal Majesty and the entire Imperial House,
which does so many charitable works.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
1724: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Munich
September 16, 1854

J!M!
Dearest Fanny!
You are working hard on the foundation document. May
God bless your diligence and send us the document soon so
that this cause, so dear to my heart, will be settled quickly.
We can make plans but God determines how they will
turn out and that certainly applies here. How I eagerly
longed to make the promised trip with you to Their
Majesties, the empresses, 60 accompanied by our confessor
[Matthias Siegert], who sends you and your mother his best
regards! This vacation time would have been most opportune, but God thwarted our plans with the illness that prevails here. 61 The epidemic subsides one day, only to increase
again on the next. Although only two from our large house
have died—a novice from Prussia who was destined to return there 62 and a candidate—there is no guarantee for tomorrow. Under such dangerous conditions, it is neither

60. Empress Mother Caroline Augusta and Archduchess Sophie
61. During the summer of 1854, a cholera epidemic raged through
Munich, taking more than 2,000 lives.
62. Novice M. Philothea Nowak died in Munich on August 3, 1854.
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possible nor advisable for our confessor [Matthias Siegert] or
me to leave the house. Even our physician does not permit
me to allow people to enter or leave the house. For reasons
of health, one can assume that the imperial rulers would not
like to receive visitors from Munich at this time either.
The only thing left to do is for you, dear Fanny, to take
up your staff and, if you think it would be good, to take as
companions in my place the two sisters, Juliana [Sixt] and
Anna [Königer], in order to obtain the foundation’s acceptance. I have complete confidence that you will bring the
cause to a successful conclusion, perhaps an even more successful one than if I had been there. As I said above, God apparently does not want me to be there.
As soon as your foundation document arrives here for
our examination, we will gladly do what we can by means of
a written petition.
It makes me very happy to hear that your nieces will be
boarding in Freistadt. They are the seed of a greater sowing there, which is my sure hope because all great things
have small and painful beginnings.
As soon as the chapel is ready, it is my hope that sisters
will come to work for the glory of God in Freistadt. 63
Closing with this hope and entrusting you and your
mother to the most Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1739: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
October 4, 1854

Dearest Fanny!
Praise be to God for the fullness of grace and mercies!
Truly, God gave you an invisible Raphael to escort you on
the last journey that you made with the two sisters to the
63. Although the kindergarten was moved to the convent building in
1854, the candidates still had to walk several blocks to the parish church
for services.
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sovereign rulers concerning the business of our order!64 A
thousand thanks to God who guided and blessed all your
steps!
Thank you, too, dear Fanny, for your devout endeavors
and successful petitions for the growth of our order in Austria! What you are doing for God’s work will bring a most
beautiful adornment to your crown one day. May you never
tire in your work so that all may be brought to completion!
Preparing the foundation document is now the main
task. It is very good and necessary that everything is properly settled first but, dear Fanny, the current situation urgently requires the drawing up of this document if we want
to gain a firm footing in Austria. If we make any petition,
the foundation document is the first thing that is demanded.
I know this from so many of our foundations, for example,
our first foundation in Neunburg. Otherwise, the authorities do not know what the entire project is, how it will be
carried out, and its basis for support. If we do not seize the
present favorable moment, it will result in our wandering
about and others will take our place. Therefore, dear Fanny,
I think that the first and most necessary thing for you to do
now is to finish the document and send it to us so that we
can discuss our views on it.
How I would rejoice to have a seedbed of our order under
the direction of professed sisters in Freistadt soon! May God
grant that a great many branches spread out from Freistadt
into the Austrian lands near and far for the benefit of young
girls and women! We, on our part, will not fail to do everything possible to set the cause in motion as soon as it is properly initiated.
64. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, on September 25, 1854,
Candidates Juliana Sixt and Anna Königer accompanied Frances Schwarz
to Archduke Maximilian’s castle near Gmund in order to request a contribution for a chapel in Freistadt. Then they went to Ischl where they visited Archduchess Sophie, her husband Francis Carl, Archduke of Austria,
and their son Archduke Carl Louis. Finally, they went to Salzburg where
they were received by Empress Mother Caroline Augusta. During their
visits, they asked for financial support so that an addition could be put on
the building which housed the candidates and the kindergarten. On September 30, they returned home but several weeks passed before they received the money that was promised.
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We would be very grateful if you could obtain from the
city of Freistadt a clear testimonial regarding the sisters’
achievements.
Since you and our sisters recently presented a petition to
His Highness, the archduke, 65 and Her Majesty Empress
Mother [Caroline Augusta], we think that it would do more
harm than good to make another request now. It would appear that we are being very insistent, which would be repulsive. The delicacy of the matter, I believe, requires that
we quietly wait and see what these sovereigns will do. Then
both of us can present an expression of our gratitude, which
we will be happy to do.
We have already sent the sisters our directive with regard to the change of the extern.
We have taken care of the enclosure contained in your
last letter.
Repeating the expression of our gratitude for all your
charity and united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1750: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Munich
October 19, 1854

J!M!
Dearest Fanny!
Thank you very much for your kind remembrance and
best wishes for the feast of St. Teresa! May God’s most holy
will be done in everything and may it always find perfect fulfillment in us!
We will gladly take care of providing the pictures you mentioned as soon as we receive the measurements and design.
The sisters will send letters immediately expressing our
gratitude for the donations received from the bishop and the
two Imperial Highnesses. 66
65. See Footnote 64, p. 27.
66. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Bishop Rudigier added 10
florin ($4) to the donations from the royalty.
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After deducting the travel expenses for the two sisters, 67
would you kindly purchase a good bond for the amount received? We would be very grateful.
In the meantime, my greatest hope is to have the house
enlarged and the chapel built because, with the prospective
increase of personnel, this is now becoming an urgent need.
Thanking you for all your charity and entrusting the sisters to your further kind benevolence, I remain united in
prayer and respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1791: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Motherhouse
November 25, 1854

J!M!
Dearest Fanny!
Thank you very much for kindly sending the testimonials requested!68 Their contents confirm once again that God
is glorified in those who are weak. With God’s grace, may
the seed, which the sisters are sowing in the hearts of the
dear children, continue to germinate, sprout, and bear fruit!
Dear Fanny, you have generously covered the two sisters’ travel expenses, and we express our gratitude for this
as well as for your proposal regarding the investment of the
donations received. 69 Nevertheless, I am somewhat apprehensive about loaning money as a mortgage because all too
often this sustains losses.
In your letter of November 3, you kindly reported that
the property has now been transferred and registered in
your name, which is one step further in the foundation matter. God will reward what both of you70 are doing for this
cause and will bless the sacrifice that you are laying on the

67.
68.
69.
70.

Candidates Juliana Sixt and Anna Königer
See Document 1739, pp. 26-28.
See Document 1750, pp. 28-29.
Frances Schwarz and her mother, Mrs. Theresa Schwarz
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altar of the love of neighbor. The prayers of the innocent
children will call down God’s graces on you and your mother.
The foundation document is an important point because
if it remains unsettled, the entire work of God, recently
begun with such great hope, could be destroyed. Since we do
not know what tomorrow will bring, let us scatter seed for
eternity as long as there is time.
We will speak with an artist about the picture for your
mother, to whom I send my best regards.
The needlework that we talked about for Her Majesty,
the empress mother, 71 would have been finished long ago if
we had not been in a quandary as to what kind of needlework we ought to select. It will be difficult to find something
suitable for such small children.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
1813: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 31, 1854
J!M!

Dearest Fanny!
Your letter with the draft of the foundation document
reached us in good condition. Thank you very much for all
your kindness, love, and effort! Since it is God’s cause, God’s
reward is inevitable. We are certain of this because God,
the Eternal Truth who promised a reward, is powerful
enough to fulfill this promise and, with divine goodness and
faithfulness, will be happy to do this.
Together with New Year’s greetings from our entire
house, I send my heartfelt wishes that you and your mother
will enjoy a long life. We pray that God will fulfill these
wishes.

71. Empress Mother Caroline Augusta
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We are returning the enclosed foundation document
with a few comments that we consider necessary and that I
added to the document in case you would want to send it to
the official authorities with your signature above my appendix. 72 If this document is approved and returned to us,
then we would only have to copy it again and sign it when it
is requested.
A special addendum regarding the capital fund must be
included. Did your mother, to whom we send heartfelt
greetings, expressly state in her will who or what will receive the 3,000 florin ($1,200) as an inheritance? If not, this
is still necessary in order to prevent unpleasant quarrels
from ensuing later.
It is also urgent that I have the opportunity to inspect
the benefice foundation document 73 because this also affects
us deeply, especially the points regarding the beneficiary’s
room and board in the future. After the many experiences
we have had, we know it is better to have his living quarters
separate from the convent for several reasons, including the
world’s malice. As long as the institute is able to make a
monetary contribution for his support and livelihood, it will
be easier for the sisters if his living quarters are somewhere
else—unless his apartment can be made completely separate from the sisters’ living quarters and have its own entrance and exit.
Finally, you, yourself, must draw up the petitions to the
imperial sovereigns because the institute in Freistadt cannot recommend itself. Only you can do this!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

72. This copy of the foundation document was not included in the beatification collection.
73. In order to make it possible for a priest to provide spiritual and
pastoral care, a wealthy benefactor would often provide a benefice or endowment that would guarantee the beneficiary a fixed income as his support.
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1875: To the Imperial and Royal Government
Vienna
J!M!

Munich
March 10, 1855

Statement
The respectfully undersigned hereby declares that the
Order of the Poor School Sisters has received papal recognition as stated in Decree No. I., delivered to us from the Holy
See by Archbishop De Luca, Apostolic Nuncio. 1
Specific, binding directives regarding the order’s
statutes came from the Holy See at the same time. The organization and structure of the entire institute are in accordance with these directives, which are set down in the
respectfully enclosed second enclosure. 2
As soon as these statutes of the order are returned from
the Holy See, the respectfully undersigned will not delay in
presenting them to the imperial and royal government.
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters in Munich
March 10, 1855
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

1. Archbishop Antonio Saverio De Luca was Apostolic Nuncio to Bavaria from December 24, 1853, until September 9, 1856.
2. Document 1581 [June 1854], which contains both the decree and
directives that are referred to here, can be found in its entirety in Volumes
4 and 9 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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1877: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 11, 1855
J!M!

Dear Fanny!
Before all else, I must apologize for my delayed response.
It was impossible for me to write earlier. Moreover, the task
was very difficult this time and I must appeal to your patience in advance so that you do not consider me presumptuous for expressing openly what I must say here. Both the
cause and the imperial and royal government require it.
Enclosed is another statement, which we drew up to the
extent possible for us. It is up to you, dear Fanny, to complete the rest as follows:
1. That you intend to establish a formal institute of the
Poor School Sisters in Freistadt and that, for this purpose,
you are relinquishing your property and transferring it to
this foundation.
2. That the purpose and the scope of this foundation includes for the time being (a) the kindergarten and (b) the
needlework school. (Please enclose the documents for these
two institutes.) Then, however, (c) a boarding school is to be
established and, after the imperial and royal government
gives the necessary approval, (d) the school for girls in Freistadt is to be entrusted to the sisters.
3. That in her statement, the general superior of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters discussed the organization and direction of the institute in Freistadt.
4. That after the institute is granted sovereign approval,
the order of the Poor School Sisters is entitled to the unrestricted management of the institute fund and property.
(Since I do not know to whom the management of the
kindergarten fund has been or will be assigned, I must leave
that to your judgment, but I ask that you would please let us
know who it is.)
5. That, as far as the endowment of the institute is concerned, you, dear Fanny, will make a payment in addition to
the already established fund and your mother’s legacy.
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6. That you will also indicate the beneficiary’s stipend
and obligations.
7. Finally, that you would please indicate the institute’s
obligations.
It is evident from the government resolution 3 that you
are obliged to ask the pastor 4 to return the draft of your
foundation document so that you can draw it up according to
the seven points given above. Then the questions asked by
the imperial and royal government can be answered, the
government conditions can be fulfilled, and the entire matter can be brought to an immediate conclusion.
If the foundation document would be presented to the
authorities as it was drafted on December 8 [1854], however,
it would be returned as inadmissible. This would delay the
settling of the matter even more and cause many and various difficulties.
However, if the foundation document is revised according to the norms given by the imperial and royal government, which are contained in the above seven points, the
foundation will be settled with one stroke.
The Freistadt Deanery is also paying for ten cords of firewood, which should also be listed with the fund. 5
Please excuse my question regarding the pieces of property. Did you not propose giving the institute the entire
complex of property that you showed me? In the foundation
document, which must be revised, only one piece of property
is mentioned. Perhaps this one piece means all the property, but I do not know that. I venture to bring this up
because, if this is not the case, the sisters will have a hard
life due to all the obligations they would have to assume.
Moreover, the government will hardly give its approval if
the support of the sisters has not already been determined.
You will kindly forgive me for not sending best wishes for
your nameday before today. May God keep you in good health
and genuine satisfaction for a long time, allow you to see
3. A copy of this government resolution is not available.
4. Fr. George Gumpenberger succeeded Fr. John Baptist Bauer as
dean and pastor in Freistadt.
5. See Footnote 10, p. 6.
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many fruits from your noble sowing, and reward you with
a rich harvest in eternity!
Recommending the sisters in Freistadt to your continued
benevolence, sending best regards to your mother, and united
in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
1943: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 21, 1855

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
Thanks be to God that with your tireless and kind efforts
the foundation cause has now been initiated! God will supply
the rest. I confidently hope that our new seedbed in Freistadt
will flourish and that you will experience great joy in it.
The fact that the Mass foundation you mentioned is very
dear to your heart assures us that you will do all in your
power to bring this to completion.
The benefice under discussion will achieve its full purpose, however, only if the foundation document expressly stipulates that the respective beneficiary must celebrate Mass in
the convent chapel daily. Otherwise, if sisters come to conduct the entire mission as proposed, they would still have to
leave the enclosure to go to church, something that professed
sisters may not do.
Unfortunately, we still cannot send the two pictures you
ordered. The artist is working on them but he excused himself saying that it was impossible for him to finish them. The
proverb applies, “Good things take a long time!”
We took care of your gift for the mission society. The
booklet under discussion is enclosed.
In closing, we send heartfelt greetings to your mother.
How is she now?
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
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1978: To Fr. George Gumpenberger
Freistadt
Our Motherhouse in Munich
August 5, 1855
J!M!
Very Reverend Dean!
Expressing my deep gratitude for your pastoral care and
gentle forbearance with our Sister Maria Schatzhuber, who
is now returning to Munich, I also want to inform you that
Sister Victoria Abenthum is taking her place. Sister Victoria is a very good-natured person who will perform her duties faithfully, just as she has endeavored to do for many
years. She is also making it possible for us to fill dear Sister Maria’s position and finally satisfy her deep longing for
the religious habit. 6
Requesting that you would kindly grant the new arrival,
as well as our entire institute in Freistadt, your kind pastoral care and remember us at the Altar of the Lord, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
1979: Letter of Recommendation
J!M!

August 5, 1855

Called by holy obedience, Sister Victoria Abenthum is
leaving the motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters in Munich
and going to the Poor School Sisters’ institute in Freistadt,
Austria.
This document testifies to this and requests all religious
and civil authorities to grant this sister any protection or
help she might need on the journey.
Confirmed and certified with the convent seal and my
signature,
Mary Theresa of Jesus

6. The candidates who staffed the mission in Freistadt were addressed as Sister.
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Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, August 5, 1855
1980: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
August 5, 1855
J!M!

Dearest Fanny!
In God’s name, we are sending our dear candidate, Victoria Abenthum, to take the place of Sister [Maria]
Schatzhuber who is leaving Freistadt.
I would have gladly avoided this change even longer if
dear Maria had not been waiting for years with such indescribable longing for the holy habit. 7 Sister Victoria, who is
very good-natured, will surely do all in her power to pray
and work for the salvation of the dear little ones and to
make Sister Maria’s departure less apparent and gradually
forgotten.
Sister Victoria has been with our order for many years
and was always an industrious, faithful, and God-loving
soul. Therefore, we trust that God will graciously bless her
work. I recommend her to your loving kindness!
At the same time, please accept the expression of my
heartfelt gratitude for all the kindness shown our dear Sister Maria and our entire house there. May God bless you a
thousandfold! I also wish to express my deep gratitude to
your mother. Please give her my greetings!
How sorry I am for not being able to send the pictures
you ordered so long ago! The artist has put us off repeatedly, but perhaps we can still have them sent soon.
Repeating our expression of gratitude and asking that
you would remember us in prayer, I remain respectfully
yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
7. Maria Schatzhuber had been a candidate for seven years. She was
in charge of the boys in the kindergarten in Freistadt from 1853 until
1855.
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Freistadt
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Our Motherhouse in Munich
October 9, 1855
J!M!

Dearest Fanny!
After returning from a journey, it finally became possible for me to answer your precious letter.
Before all else, we want to thank you again for the love
shown our dear Sister Maria Schatzhuber who is now Sister
M. Edburga. God will reward you! Praise God, she arrived
here safely! She is in good health and gratefully sends greetings to you and your mother.
Thanks be to God for the ray of hope that the foundation
cause will soon be settled after all! Let us continue to pray
together that God will speak the almighty word and the
foundation will come to life. May God also incline the heart
of the emperor 8 toward the good cause!
Since we follow the laws of the land regarding school and
instruction and dedicate our energies to the well-being of
Austrian youth—and if there really is no other way—then
Sister Juliana [Sixt] must venture to go to Her Majesty the
reigning empress 9 so that through Her Majesty’s gracious
intercession, the cause 10 will become a reality.
By no means will we demand more pay than that given
to male teachers. On the contrary, our pay is usually much
less. Here in Bavaria, we receive 150 to 200 florin ($60 to
$80) for each sister. Moreover, the town also has the advantage that sisters who become incapacitated are not a
burden to the town since we do not ask for a pension for
them.
In closing, please extend our sincere best wishes to your
mother on her nameday. 11
8. Emperor Francis Joseph
9. Elizabeth of Bavaria (1837-98), Empress of Austria (1854-98) and
Queen of Hungary (1867-98)
10. Imperial and royal government approval of the foundation would
enable the sisters to conduct the elementary school in Freistadt.
11. St. Teresa of Avila, October 15
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The desired letter to the bishop 12 is enclosed. Unfortunately, it will arrive too late.
Extending best wishes in the Lord from our confessor
[Matthias Siegert] and united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of J.
2067: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 13, 1855
J!M!

Dear Fanny!
We are all grieving deeply over the news of your mother’s
death. 13 Be assured of our heartfelt sympathy and prayers
for the dear departed. She certainly fought the good fight
and prepared carefully for her final hour, especially during
the last years when you were her support. She sent many
good works ahead and endured much suffering in order to
gain heaven. Now she is at rest from all her troubles and at
peace in God. She is released from the inevitable afflictions
of this valley of tears and, although her irreplaceable loss is
very painful for those left behind, she herself is even more
consoled in having escaped the dangers of this world and
being with God. This must console, reassure, and move all
of us to strive daily to prepare ourselves for death so that, in
a little while when it is our turn, we will all find one another
in the great and beautiful house of God! What a blessed reunion it will be!
Since the foundation is still unsettled, we can imagine
what suffering has befallen you, dear Fanny. Our house is
also suffering, but only as much as God wills. If we love God,
everything will turn out for the highest good. Prayerful suffering in silence strikes all our foes dumb, since God does not
let those who trust be put to shame and gives them victory
12. A copy of this letter to Bishop Rudigier has not been found.
13. Mrs. Theresa Schwarz died at the age of 80 on December 2, 1855.
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instead. How we would all rejoice in God if we could be
of service to you when you are attached to our house, to our
order! May God’s holy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven! Blessed be the name of God forever!
Through the new concordat, 14 God has now placed everything regarding the foundation into the hands of the bishops.
If you send us the foundation document and all the additions,
we will revise it, make it more succinct, and send it to the
bishop in Linz15 who alone can settle everything now.
With prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2081: Foundation Document
J!M!

January 11, 1856

Foundation Document (Draft)
For the greater glory of the Triune God and the honor of
Mary, the Most Holy and Immaculate Mother of God, St.
Joseph, St. Teresa, and St. Frances, I, Frances Schwarz, unmarried daughter of a merchant in Freistadt, have resolved
to make the following foundation for the benefit of (a) the
kindergarten in Freistadt, which has been under the direction of the Poor School Sisters (of St. Augustine) 16 from
Bavaria for the last three years and is under the patronage

14. The Austrian Concordat between the Catholic Church and the
Austrian Empire, signed on August 18, 1855, regulated the jurisdiction of
the bishops over many areas, including education at all levels, mixed marriages, and the nomination and appointment of bishops.
15. Bishop Rudigier
16. The reference to St. Augustine may have been added to distinguish the Bavarian Poor School Sisters from the Poor School Sisters of the
Third Order of St. Francis Seraphicus, the new congregation founded in
Vöcklabruck by Fr. Sebastian Schwarz, and the School Sisters of the Third
Order of St. Francis who opened a mission in Hallstatt.
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of the diocesan consistory; (b) a needlework school for girls;
and (c) an elementary school, which is to begin as soon as
possible.
To this end, I will give the institute named above the following as its unrestricted property:
I. House No. 47 and the adjoining garden in Freistadt
(Bohemian Suburb), which is my property and already accommodates the institute
II. House No. 67 and the adjoining garden and barn, the
current livestock, and the available farm equipment, which
were purchased by my mother, Theresa Schwarz of blessed
memory, and then transferred to me
III. The property recorded in the Land Register of the
City of Freistadt, Volume B, Folio 187, “the so-called Gässlpoint Meadow in Field 14.”
In exchange for the donated property listed here, I request the following from the above-mentioned institute or
from the Poor School Sisters:
1. Room and board at the institute for me, Frances
Schwarz, for the rest of my life.
2. Noon meals for 12 poor children in the kindergarten
each day.
3. It is my wish that, if the sisters have their own chapel
and if episcopal permission is given, May devotions in honor of
the Mother of God and the indulgenced Six Sundays of St.
Aloysius would be held there and, if possible, that these
would be public devotions. Each year, Mass is to be said
there on the feasts of the Most Holy Trinity and the Immaculate Conception and on the anniversary of my death.
On this last-mentioned day, the sisters and the boarders at
the institute are to pray the rosary for my soul and that of
my mother.
If the direction of the institute by the School Sisters is
discontinued by the motherhouse in Munich or if the mission in Freistadt is separated from the motherhouse of the
Poor School Sisters in Munich for any reason whatsoever,
all the donated property listed above, as well as the conditions listed in No. 1, 2, and 3 above, will be transferred to the
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Order of the Sisters of Charity, 17 if this order agrees to conduct the institute.
However, if this order cannot or will not take over the
direction of the institute or continue it, then I leave the property listed above to the diocesan ordinariate in Linz with the
request that it would kindly see to it that another religious
order would continue to conduct the institute.
This document is signed by my own hand in Freistadt on
the feast of St. Stephen, Protomartyr, December 26, in the
year of our salvation, 1855.
Frances Schwarz
The undersigned accepts the donation described in this
draft of the foundation document and agrees to the conditions attached to it. With regard to the May devotions and
St. Aloysius devotions in particular, she also cherishes the
ardent hope that God will provide the means so that these
devotions can be held each year.
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, January 11, 1856

Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

2087: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 7, 1856 18
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Foundation Made by Frances Schwarz from Freistadt
Frances Schwarz, the daughter of a merchant from
Freistadt, now intends to obtain the approval of the highest
17. The Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul in Linz
18. The copy of this letter that was prepared for the beatification process gives the date as January 7, 1856, but Mother Theresa signed the
draft of the foundation document on January 11, 1856, and only then sent
it to Bishop Rudigier.
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authorities for her foundation, which has been in existence
in Freistadt for a number of years. To this end, she sent the
enclosed draft of the foundation document 19 to the respectfully undersigned for her signature.
For the past three years, the Poor School Sisters from
Bavaria have been in Freistadt, where they conduct a
needlework school and a kindergarten on a provisional
basis, supported by the above-mentioned foundation. They
also hope to conduct classes in the public elementary school
for girls, but they still have not obtained the approval of the
highest authorities.
According to the recent and truly
Catholic concordat made with the Holy See, 20 these kinds of
Catholic foundations are placed under the jurisdiction of the
bishop. The approval and introduction of Church institutes
of this kind are the exclusive right of the bishop and dependent upon him.
Therefore, the respectfully undersigned considers it her
obligation to follow the proper procedure and submit the
draft of the foundation document with the request that you
would please:

1.
Grant episcopal approval to the introduction of the
order of the Poor School Sisters into your diocese and to its
continued existence there.
2. Deliver the draft of the foundation document, together with a
statement of your support, to the imperial and royal government so
that the foundation will attain sovereign approval.

By virtue of the papal decree of January 23, 1854, 21
which you have already received, the Religious Institute of
the Poor School Sisters received Church confirmation and
became subject to the jurisdiction of the bishop. The same
Poor School Sisters submit to the respective country’s existing laws regarding education. They will use all their time
and energy for the glory of God and the salvation of the souls
of the young people entrusted to them in your diocese, as
they do wherever they are. Moreover, you have repeatedly

19. See Document 2081, pp. 41-43.
20. See Footnote 14, p. 41.
21. This decree is included in Document 1581, which can be found
in Volumes 4 and 9 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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given us verbal assurance that you would be pleased to give
this foundation episcopal approval and there does not seem
to be anything that would prevent it. For all these reasons,
the respectfully undersigned confidently presents the entire
matter to you for your gracious attention and remains respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
2105: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
January 1856

Dear Fanny!
Enclosed are both the foundation document and our petition to the diocesan consistory in Linz, 22 who will handle
further details, as you will see upon reading it. If we had
written directly to His Imperial and Royal Majesty, 23 which,
according to the [Austrian] Concordat, would have been
against the law, it would have been returned anyway and
sent to the diocesan consistory on whom alone it now depends. The civil authorities only need to confirm the foundation document.
In the meantime, we will pray that the holy will of God
will be done by us and with us, and that God will help all of
us to follow it.
We will have to let go of the elementary school for girls
until the foundation is confirmed since the bishop also has
to make a decision with regard to the selection of teaching
personnel.
With God's help, the benefice will also begin through
your kind cooperation.

22. See Documents 2081, pp. 41-43, and 2087, pp. 43-45.
23. Emperor Francis Joseph
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Whatever our sisters did for your mother while she was
still living was done with love. We will continue to pray for
the repose of her soul with the same love.
You will be happy to hear that after long and persistent
urging, the pictures, which did not reach you before your
mother died, will be sent soon—God willing! It is sheer misery to deal with such artists!
United in prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2109: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

Our Motherhouse in Munich
February 15, 1856

Dear Fanny!
Enclosed is the reworked statement on the two petitions. 24
This was no small piece of work! We must leave it to Sister
Katherine [Juliana Sixt] to make the final copy, however, in
case you still wish to make a change. We are returning the
stamps for this purpose. At least one of the old stamps can
still be used because we left the beginning words as they
were. Two copies of the foundation document will have to be
sent, which is also why we sent it to you in duplicate.
Unfortunately, we cannot enter the sum of the foundation capital because we ourselves do not know it exactly.
Therefore, we ask that you would please give us this information now.
May God bless your steps and bring this work to completion! Surely your noble efforts and sacrifices, which, like
ours, aim only for the glory of God and the salvation of the
children, will not go unrewarded.
It is also our earnest desire that the elementary school
will come to the order, because this is absolutely necessary
for the continuance of the institute. 25
24. This statement was not included in the beatification collection.
25. Sisters teaching public elementary classes would also receive a
salary and provide a secure income for the sisters.
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We certainly do not need to reassure you that we pray
daily for your mother.
Our confessor [Matthias Siegert] asked us to send you
his best regards.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2156: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
April 21, 1856

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
When I returned from my visitation journey in another
country, I found the copy of the last will and testament and
now I hasten to respond in accordance with your wishes.
Your departed mother’s last will and testament is characterized by her genuinely devout, religious, and Catholic
convictions. What your mother deposited in the heavenly
treasury will now earn interest a thousandfold, just as she
perpetuated her blessed memory by her worthy foundations.
We are grateful to God and in complete agreement with
the clarification and change made in Paragraph 5 of the testament by means of an appendix. This fund will be of genuine
benefit to the sisters. We also gratefully acknowledge her
motherly care and provision for the future in the statement:
“In case the order of the School Sisters is disbanded or dissolved, the income from this foundation capital is to be used
to support those School Sisters who worked in Freistadt.”
Paragraph 7, which speaks of the foundation of a
benefice and affects our institute, could be understood to
mean that the respective beneficiary is to say Holy Mass in
the future convent chapel (which absolutely may not be
omitted on Sundays and holy days) and that 20 Masses must
be said for the intentions of the testatrix. If this is what is
meant, we most willingly agree to accept the obligations.
It is even more advantageous that the sisters in Freistadt are entitled to suggest a candidate for this benefice
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since the respective beneficiary will also function as the confessor for the sisters or as a catechist in their school for girls.
You must definitely adhere to the sisters’ entitlement to this
right. Later, the bishop must be asked to confirm the beneficiary as the sisters’ confessor and the bishop will always
have the right to make this confirmation or not.
What your mother started, you, dear Fanny, are endeavoring to complete in a truly magnanimous way. You
have also offered to do everything necessary with regard to
the foundation money. May God reward the zeal and devotion with which you dedicate yourself to God’s work and follow in the footsteps of the dear departed!
We are in complete agreement with your comment that
the priest should be directly under the diocesan consistory
and not under the pastorate in Freistadt. God grant that
you will be able to accomplish this point as well!
I will gladly accept your kind invitation to come to Freistadt when things have progressed so far that work can
begin on the building of the chapel, which, of course, is our
very dearest and deepest desire. For now, however, sketches
of the plans will probably be enough for us to come to an
agreement.
We are very annoyed with our artist because, despite all
the promises, we are still unable to send the picture of St.
Anthony. I am almost reluctant to promise it for next week
because we could easily be misled again. By now, the artist
will have written to you—as we instructed him to do some
time ago—with regard to the price and deadline on the three
paintings for your reverend brother. 26
With deepest gratitude for your many efforts in this
cause and with best regards from our confessor [Matthias
Siegert], I remain united in prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

26. Fr. Sebastian Schwarz
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May 31, 1856

The respectfully undersigned hereby submits her repeated statement.
1. The Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters has
been recognized as a religious institute, as the respectfully
enclosed Papal Decree of January 23, 1854, confirms. 27
2. The same decree also contains the essentials of the
order’s statutes, which were drawn up in accordance with the
directives given by the Holy See and then submitted to the
same Holy See last year for approbation.
3. The relationship between the mission institute of the
Poor School Sisters in Freistadt with the motherhouse of the
same Poor School Sisters in Munich or the generalate of the
order is likewise stated in the enclosed papal decree mentioned above. This institute, like all the daughter houses of
the order, remains in union with the generalate and is directed by the general superior of the order.
4. This is done, nonetheless, without violating the
Church regulation that the individual houses of the order
are subject to the respective diocesan bishops and without
violating the existing public sovereign laws, especially those
with regard to education, which the School Sisters keep
wherever they establish a mission. For these reasons, there
has been no objection to the introduction of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters in any of the German countries up to now. 28
5. Since the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters does not make any claim to public state funds, it does
not do this in Freistadt either. Sisters who become ill or incapacitated are the responsibility of the order or their re-

27. See Document 1581 [June 1854] found in Volumes 4 and 9 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
28. By 1856, missions had been opened in Bavaria, Westphalia, and
Silesia.
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spective motherhouse. Therefore, the institute also gives up
any claim to a pension from the city that introduces the institute.
Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, May 31, 1856

Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior, Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
Munich
May 31, 1856

Dear Fanny,
God puts us all to the test and, if it would not be the dear
Lord, I would say, “a hard test.” We have written about these
things so often and soon we will not know what to say anymore.
In the enclosed, repeated statement, I have again briefly
summarized and mentioned all the required points. Since
these points are mentioned in the two foundation documents,
I ask that you would kindly enclose the two documents. I
also ask that the foundation document be drawn up in the
form required by the diocese (that is, with six kreuzer stamps
each).
The cover letter to the diocesan ordinariate is also enclosed. 29
Since the Austrian Concordat placed all foundations of
this kind completely into the hands of the bishop, we simply
cannot understand how such a thing happened. 30 It seems to
me that something else is involved here, but I do not know
what.
In God's name then, no more can and will happen than
whatever, however, how long, and how much God wills. If we
love God, everything is for our good. This is what we want,
dear Fanny, both for you and for your servant in the Lord,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

29. This letter was not included in the beatification collection.
30. This reference is unclear.
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Munich
July 11, 1856

Dear Fanny!
After having carefully considered the building of the
chapel, I would now like to tell you my opinion.
To begin with, I think that you should apply only for permission from the diocesan ordinariate to have Holy Mass
said in one of the rooms that is already arranged for a chapel
and not used for any other purpose.
In the meantime, I think you should contact a Carmelite
priest. (He is the brother of one of our professed sisters and
he has influence with the highest sovereigns in Prague.)
God willing, he might be able to obtain a larger sum for the
building of a chapel. In order to find out if anything can be
done or hoped for with regard to a chapel and what that
might be, however, we will write to him first. 31
We also ask that you have a skilled architect prepare a
simple plan and a cost estimate for the chapel because this
is impossible for us to do when we are so far away.
The cause has been tested in the fire of affliction for such
a long time and God is now adding the cornerstone. Since
we can count on the institute in Freistadt becoming a larger
house, it should have its own chapel. If the chapel is public
and therefore accessible to the inhabitants of Freistadt,
surely it will meet with even greater approval there.
What do you think about this project now?
I would very much like to leave the house of your mother
of blessed memory unchanged because it will be very suitable for the sisters later. The farm connected to it will also
be very useful to us, and the area between the two buildings
will provide space for the boarding school. We only ask for
larger classrooms and dormitories. Until the project has advanced that far, we will help you solicit funds so that the result will be something suitable.
31. This letter was not included in the beatification collection.
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When permission for the celebration of Mass in the institute building is obtained and financial support for a beneficiary provided, we will not delay in sending professed
sisters.
May God’s most holy will guide and direct everything! I
confidently hope for a successful outcome.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2223: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
Our Motherhouse in Munich
August 25, 1856
J!M!
Dear Fanny!
Before all else, I must apologize for my long delay in answering your last letter. May the pressure of work serve as
an excuse since retreat and the profession of vows followed
the school and institute examinations with very little time
in between!
You offered to take the sisters along on a short pilgrimage. Although the candidates do not make recreational trips
and their excursions are limited to their vocational duties,
an exception for this special case can be made. Therefore,
the sisters will gratefully make use of your kind invitation. 32
I am in complete agreement with you regarding the location of the proposed chapel. The best place would be to
the front, next to the institute building. The classroom that
would be at a disadvantage would still have sufficient light.
Moreover, when the connecting wing is finally built, it promises to have very serviceable classrooms.
We will send you the address of the Carmelite priest as
soon it arrives here. 33 Since he travels very much to conduct
retreats and so forth, we must first find out where he is now.
In any case, the address will come soon since it will not take
long for the letter to arrive.
32. The Freistadt Chronicle makes no mention of this excursion.
33. See Document 2198, p. 51-52.
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Sister Katherine [Juliana Sixt] wrote to say that Aloysia
Winkler, one of your relatives, wants to enter the order. A
young woman now employed by the sisters 34 is coming here
at the beginning of September and they will be able to travel
together. May the dear young people do well and may you
be very proud of your niece!
We hope for the best with regard to dear Sister Anna
Königer's health. 35
We do not forget your mother in prayer. Surely she will
be our intercessor at the throne of God, representing our
cause there.
Requesting that you also remember us in your prayer, I
remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2277: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Munich
October 4, 1856

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
Thanks be to God, your niece, Aloysia [Winkler], accompanied by Crescentia Wirthl, arrived here safely! The latter
was received on September 14 and received the name M.
Austeria, while Aloysia joined our first class in the candidature. You may be assured that we will do all we can for
the dear child since we are very happy to be able to prepare
a member of your revered family, a granddaughter of the deceased foundress of our mission institute in Freistadt, 36 to be
a member of our order. We still cannot say with certainty,
however, if Aloysia will be capable of becoming an elemen34. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Genevieve Wirthl, who had
served as the cook in Freistadt, was called to Munich for reception on September 8, 1856. In Document 2277, p.53, however, she is referred to as
Crescentia Wirthl.
35. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Candidate Anna Königer
was often ill during the ten years that she was missioned to Freistadt.
36. Mrs. Theresa Schwarz
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tary teacher, that is, whether she can still be trained for
this field in her rather advanced years, but we will make an
attempt to do this. 37
Since she is only a candidate, there is still time to settle
her property. The expenses for her training during the candidature and novitiate, which her parents have promised to
cover, will be taken from her share of the family property.
We became concerned when we heard the news that, despite what had been promised, our petitions regarding the
order 38 took the ordinary course and did not reach His
Majesty, the emperor, 39 through the hands of the bishop. 40
The all-gracious and all-powerful God will direct the cause—
which you alone will take up—to the greater glory of God,
just as we were redeemed by the Divine Savior who was not
even allowed to enter a house when he came into this world.
All the works of God proceed slowly and in pain; but then,
their roots are the sturdier and their flowering the lovelier.
Now I think it is necessary for you to go to Vienna with
Sister Juliana [Sixt] in order to make the necessary inquiries
and to pursue our cause in person. This time it will be necessary for Juliana to be informed about everything so that if
she is asked, she can also respond. I will tell her as much as
I can, but would you please fill in what is still missing.
Of course, if it is close to our present property, it would be very
desirable for the sisters to obtain the Church of Our Lady 41 or, if
possible, to acquire a building and garden next to the church for
the sisters and the school. If they have this church, it would not be
necessary to build a new chapel or a connection between the present kindergarten and your mother’s property, which we must try
to keep for the order in any case.

37. Aloysia was 19 when she entered the candidature. Later she became a needlework teacher.
38. See Documents 2087, p. 44, and 2174, pp. 49-50.
39. Emperor Francis Joseph
40. Bishop Rudigier
41. The Church of Our Lady (Liebfrauenkirche), a small Gothic
church dating back to 1345, was originally connected with a hospital. The
church is located outside the old city wall of Freistadt and across the
street from where the candidates lived and conducted the kindergarten
and the needlework school.
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If the boundaries of your mother’s property are realigned
or a chapel cannot be built on our present property now for
want of funds, then we must use a larger room as a chapel,
at least for the time being.
One last request—could you please let me know the results of this year's examinations and needlework exhibit. It
would be very reassuring for me to hear this from you directly.
With best regards, I remain united in prayer,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
74:

To [Cardinal Frederick von Schwarzenberg]
[Prague]
Before November 20, [1856]

J!M!
Your Royal Eminence! 42
Your last letter gave us many reasons to praise and
thank God.
May God reward you a thousand times for the alms of
240 florin ($96) sent to us—prompted by your love—and for
your truly pastoral words encouraging us not to be afraid to
knock at your door again.
May the bishop of Linz43 also have pity on us! Acting on
your royal episcopal counsel, I will pray that God will give
me the right words for the cause and then write a letter of
petition to the bishop. Your intercession for me has already
paved the way to his heart.
42. The copy of this document prepared for the beatification process
gives the date as before November 20, 1836, but internal evidence suggests that it was written much later and perhaps before November 20,
1856, and to Cardinal Frederick von Schwarzenberg (1809-85), who was
the prince-archbishop of Prague (1850-85) and prominent among the Austrian bishops. In September 1856, Cardinal Schwarzenberg negotiated
with the Prussian government to obtain permission for the Poor School
Sisters to teach in Prussian schools. See Documents 2236 and 2248 in
Volume 9 of Letters of Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger. Cardinal
Schwarzenberg’s correspondence with Mother Theresa has not been found.
43. Bishop Rudigier
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We poor and forsaken orphans will not neglect to pray for
our benefactors.
Urgently asking to be remembered in your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
2340: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 6, 1857

J!M!
Dearest Fanny!
“Precious in the sight of God is the death of faithful
ones.” 44 After she prepared so well, these words can surely
be applied to your departed sister, the mother of our dear
Aloysia [Winkler]. The good child proved to be worthy of her
mother who now rests in God. We gently broke the painful
news to her, and she accepted it with calm resignation to
God’s will, but not without hiding her natural feelings. With
tears and quiet sorrow, she asked me in all simplicity and sincerity to take her mother’s place, which we then promised her.
The bereavement may serve as an explanation for the
delay in Aloysia’s greetings. The letters were written on time.
We confidently entrust the foundation cause to almighty
God—the wise and gracious God who directs and governs all
things. Our faith is founded on the power of God and on our
hope in God’s goodness and promise. God is putting our patience to a small test, but prayer and perseverance will result
in victory.
In a few days, you will finally receive the picture of St.
Anthony! I hope that it will comply with your wish and prove
to be a good thing, since the second part of the proverb, “Good
things take a long time,” has been borne out only too well.
Returning your wishes for health and blessing in the
New Year, I remain united in prayer and respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
44. See Psalm 116:15.
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To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Dearest Fanny!

J!M!
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Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 8, 1857

Before all else, our cordial best wishes for tomorrow's
feast of St. Frances [of Rome]! May God's abundant grace
pour down upon you, may God’s blessing bring your noble
efforts to completion, and may the Beatific Vision be your
reward in the land of the living! May the same loving God
multiply your years and continue to bless you with peace!
The foundation cause is now moving another step closer
toward a decision, which the sisters greatly desire after five
years of painful waiting. The bishop 45 has the deciding vote
and, since he has given us his word repeatedly, we confidently hope for a good outcome. Please do not tire in your
patience and sacrifice!
The transfer of the benefice to the Franciscans would be
an advantage for the sisters in more than one respect. We
also entrust this cause to God.
I spoke long ago to a very experienced engineer about
the building plan for the chapel, but he responded that the
work would be too difficult if he did not have a sketch of the
site as well as the basic plan. We sent him our drawing of
the mission in the form of a landscape, but he said he still
did not know enough about it. As much as we would like to
help you, dear Fanny, I must still express my fears openly,
that is, that if the plan is drawn at a distance, it will not be
functional in the local setting. Then the expense would be
in vain. In any case, if the engineer is to take the matter in
hand, we must ask for the plans mentioned above as well as
for information on how far it must be from the neighboring
building.
Would you kindly explain whether the chapel should be
longer than it is wide? Perhaps the sisters could have their
entrance in the front near the altar. We would certainly prefer putting an addition on the present institute building, but
45. Bishop Rudigier
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then we would lose all light for the workroom. The best
would be to draw a little plan there in Freistadt, even if it is
only a pencil sketch, and send it to us for the final drawing.
You will not find the text for a letter of gratitude to Their
Majesties, Emperor Ferdinand and Empress Anna, because
we have reservations about doing this now. 46 We think that
by doing it later, through the mediation of the same
Carmelite priest at the imperial court in Prague, 47 we might
receive a contribution.
The rich Lord of heaven and earth will surely send us
the means; indeed, the glory of God is at stake!
First and foremost, however, we absolutely need the
plan and cost estimate so that we can make further calculations.
We have given your wishes and directives to your niece,
Aloysia [Winkler]. She is well, thanks be to God, and zealously preparing for her vocation.
With prayer and gratitude, I remain respectfully yours,

2407: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 13, 1857
J!M!

Dearest Fanny!
Praise and thanks be to Jesus, the Divine Physician, who
has heard our prayer and allowed you to recover again!
Among other things, the completion of God’s work requires
your presence as an outside representative. May God restore your health and strength and preserve your precious
life for a long time so that you can increase your merit for
eternal life and win an even more beautiful heavenly crown!
46. After his abdication from the throne in 1848, Archduke Ferdinand
I (1793-1875), Emperor of Austria, Apostolic King of Hungary, and King of
Bohemia (1835-48) and his wife Maria Anna of Sardinia retired to the castle in Prague where they were known for their charitable works.
47. See Documents 2198, p. 51, and 2223, p. 52.
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The question regarding the benefice is settled—thanks be to
God and to you, dear Fanny! We also consider it a grace that God
has chosen a worthy priest for the institute.
If only the institute would be confirmed by the government!

Surely you will agree that without a secure foothold, as
has been the case up to now, the work of God can neither
continue very long nor improve. In any case, it will be difficult to conduct a private school, above all because of Freistadt’s small population. If the public elementary school is
not entrusted to the institute, the institute will lose its real
and essential sphere of activity.
If the livelihood of the sisters is to be secured, a boarding school of some kind must be established. If the pupils
are to obtain a higher level of education there, the fees may
not be set too low.
We will send a pattern for a chasuble.
Being so far away, I cannot say anything about the position of the altar and so forth. 48 If the new proposal regarding our use of the Church of Our Lady is not realized, I
leave the color of the oratory entirely up to you. As far as
churches are concerned, you have the best taste.
As soon as Sister Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann] has
recovered, she will travel in accordance with our directives,
but she will let you know of her coming in advance. 49
Building a new chapel costs money and, because people
complain about the distance that the children must walk
from the city, our settling near the Church of Our Lady
would be more advantageous. 50
Our good Aloysia [Winkler], who is very content in the
Lord, thanks you for your kind remembrance and sends you
her best regards.
Urgently recommending God's cause to your tireless zeal
and united in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
48. See Document 2367, pp. 57-58.
49. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Sister Margaret of Cortona
arrived in Freistadt on May 21, 1857.
50. See Footnote 41, p. 54.
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2409: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

M. Theresa of Jesus
Munich
May 14, 1857

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Since the respectfully undersigned is unable to make the
journey and visit the mission of the Poor School Sisters in
Freistadt, she is sending Sister M. Margaret [of Cortona
Wiedemann], the bearer of this letter, whom she recommends to Your Excellency.
The undersigned also asks that you would graciously
grant her an interview in order to discuss the complicated
situation in Freistadt and, if possible, to settle it because,
according to what I hear from every side, the Poor School
Sisters there live exemplary lives, but after four years of
long and anxious waiting they are becoming very discouraged.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
2458: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
Our Motherhouse in Munich
October 7, 1857
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Before all else, I must apologize for not writing earlier
about the institute in Traunkirchen. When you visited our
sisters in Freistadt and filled their sad hearts with heavenly
consolation, 51 I thought that you were making only a passing comment when you said you would like our order to conduct the institute in Traunkirchen. Entrusting the cause to
51. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Bishop Rudigier visited the
kindergarten and the needlework school on August 9, 1857.
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God, I simply let it rest.
The sisters, however, have again drawn my attention to
the fact that you really do want to have the institute entrusted to our order, and therefore I hasten to make known
our willingness to accept the institute.
I ask only that you would kindly let me know when this
institute is to open so that I can have personnel available in
plenty of time.
This month, sisters will be traveling to the Institute for
Deaf Children in Gorizia on the Coastland. 52 If it would be
acceptable to you and if I could know your decision as soon
as possible, on her way to Gorizia, someone from our house
could stop and examine the building designated for the institute in Traunkirchen so that we could better orient ourselves there.
Entrusting all these causes to God and to Your Excellency, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
2470: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
October 12, 1857
J!M!

Dear Fanny!
A response to your letters is long overdue but, in your
usual kindness, you will forgive me. Due to continuous visitation journeys, I was only able to stop in the motherhouse
for a few days at a time.
You would like me to decide if the institute should be in
the building near the Church of Our Lady or on the property from your deceased mother. It is hard to know what to
do. When it comes to making a choice, it is as difficult for me
as it is for you and the bishop. Therefore, I leave the deci52. Gorizia was located on the Illyrian Coastland of the Austrian
Empire, which is now the northeastern area of Italy.
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sion to God who will probably make it known through some
intervening circumstances. Perhaps that has already happened. We are praying much for this intention. (Has anything further happened?)

Church of Our Lady (Liebfrauenkirche), Bohemian Gate
(Böhmertor), and the Institute in Freistadt, Upper Austria 53

We wrote to the bishop of Linz about Traunkirchen and expressed our willingness to go there, 54 but we received the response
that the empress mother 55 is in favor of the Sisters of Charity who
also conduct a kindergarten in Ischl. If these sisters do not go
there, they will knock at our door again.
In the same letter, the bishop assured us that there is general
satisfaction with the achievements and the conduct of the sisters in
Freistadt. He added that even if progress is slow, the goal regarding the foundation would be reached.
The sisters leaving here for Gorizia in Illyria this month will
take along the vestment pattern and send it to you.
Thank you very much for your kind remembrance for the feast
of St. Teresa. On days such as this, we especially remember your
departed mother.
United in prayer and respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
53. Photo courtesy of School Sisters of Notre Dame, Freistadt
54. See Document 2458, pp. 60-61, to Bishop Rudigier.
55. Empress Mother Caroline Augusta
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M. Theresa of Jesus

Our Motherhouse in Munich
The Holy Feast of the Grace-filled Birth of Our Dear Lord
[December 25], 1857
J!M!
Dearest Fanny!
All praise and thanks to God! The institute in Freistadt
has been given imperial and royal approval, 56 surely the
greatest Christmas gift for all of us! How true are the words
of [George Michael] Wittmann, 57 the founder of our order,
“The works of God proceed slowly and painfully.” These
words were clearly put to the test here, but we can be certain
that God has wise intentions. I think that God wants to
show us that this mission should have a very deep foundation so that it can be built even larger and then last even
longer. 58
We can conclude with certainty that from all the tearful
sowing, the harvest will be richly blessed! May the newborn
Savior take away our sinfulness and, in his everlasting love
and mercy, grant that the sisters bring many children in
Freistadt and its surroundings to Jesus so that his name
will be praised forever and ever!
56. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, on November 13, 1857, Baron Edward von Bach (1814-84), Governor of Upper Austria (1851-62), personally brought the news from Linz that the institute received imperial
approval on October 14, 1857. Written confirmation of this approval arrived on December 4.
57. George Michael Wittmann (1760-1833) was ordained in Regensburg in 1782. He was appointed subregent of the seminary in Regensburg
in 1788 and regent in 1802. In 1804, he was appointed cathedral pastor in
Regensburg and became the school inspector in Stadtamhof, where Caroline Gerhardinger was attending classes. He became her spiritual director
and guide and introduced her to his vision of a religious congregation dedicated to the education of girls. In 1829, he was appointed auxiliary bishop of Regensburg and in 1832 he was named the bishop of Regensburg.
Before Bishop Wittmann’s appointment was confirmed by Rome, however,
he died on March 8, 1833.
58. The mission in Freistadt, the first mission of the School Sisters of
Notre Dame in Austria, celebrated its 150th anniversary in May 2003.
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Dear Fanny, you have had to withstand so many struggles and sufficient interior suffering—a little martyrdom—
for such a long time, just as we did, because it always
seemed that the cause would perish and that, in the end, we
would all be exposed to the mockery of the enemy. I respect
you even more now because you persevered steadfastly
through all the heavy storms and did not allow yourself to be
shaken in the most important essentials. Your persistence
is now splendidly justified by imperial and royal approval.
Surely every step that you took and every sacrifice that you
made will appear as so many shining pearls in the heavenly
crown and will give you everlasting joy. Indeed, as one of
our novices recently cried out just before she died, “Jesus
and the beautiful heaven, which we merit through our suffering and good works, are worth everything!”
Even with government approval, however, our task is
still unfinished. In a real sense, it is only beginning, and
you, dear Fanny, may not withdraw but must help us to
complete the work begun!

The confirmation of the establishment of a new house in Hungary 59 arrived at the same time as this imperial and royal resolution and in autumn, a mission was opened in Illyria. 60 It certainly
would be good if there could be a motherhouse in the imperial
state, 61 just as we have one in Prussia. 62 I would suggest that it
be located in Freistadt because, through your kindness, this institute has property. It also has its own priest and its own chapel
or, better yet, the Church of Our Lady. I will write to the bishop 63
about this intent so that he will graciously remember us in his pastoral concern for dear Freistadt, which will continue to demand
many and great sacrifices of all of us.

59. On December 11, 1857, approval was given for a mission in
Temesvär (now Timişoara in Romania). The mission was opened on October 10, 1858.
60. A mission was opened at the Institute for Deaf Children in Gorizia on November 11, 1857.
61. Freistadt, Temesvár, and Gorizia were located in the Austrian
Empire.
62. In 1856, a motherhouse was established at Mater Dolorosa in Breslau (now Wrocław in Poland).
63. See Document 2526, pp. 65-67, addressed to Bishop Rudigier.
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Our Rosamunda and Austeria, 64 who show great promise of becoming very good religious, could perhaps go there
and then the house would soon be filled. Our chief concern,
dear Fanny, is not the money that is greatly needed, but the
glory of God and the salvation of souls.
The first and most important work now, however, is the
drawing up of the foundation document. I would first like to
see it so that we can discuss it before a good copy is prepared
and presented to the authorities. Then the entire foundation will be suitable for our purpose and firmly settled in
such a way that the institute will gain stability.
We can be certain that your mother interceded with God
for this approval. How she would rejoice with us over this
good progress in God’s cause, which was her heart’s greatest
concern until her death!
Wishing you health and blessing for the new year of
grace and requesting your continued help, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Th. of J.
2526: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
Our Motherhouse in Munich
December 28, 1857
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
The long-desired imperial and royal decree has been issued whereby the highest authorities finally approved the
Institute of the Poor School Sisters in Freistadt as a mission
in union with its motherhouse in Munich.
Nevertheless, this decree includes the express conditions
that (1) no claim for support from the imperial and royal
state treasury or from public funds will be made and (2) the
institute will meticulously observe the Austrian laws and
precepts with regard to education.
64. Sisters M. Rosamunda (Aloysia) Winkler and M. Austeria (Crescentia) Wirthl
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In consideration of this, I feel obliged to express the gratitude we owe, after God, to you and especially for your episcopal recommendation concerning the above.
The imperial and royal decree is completely in accordance with the purpose of our order because we have no
other intention for either Freistadt or any other place than
what is expressed in the above statement. Since negotiations continue with regard to the transfer of the school for
girls in Freistadt to the order, I would like to add that we do
not claim any pension for sisters who are incapacitated due
to age or illness.
As far as the sisters’ teaching achievements are concerned, I can reassure you that—praise and thanks be to
God—ever since we have been in the royal capital city of Munich, where the school system is equal to that of any other
state in Germany, the School Sisters have earned the highest rating. Since this is almost always the case throughout
the entire kingdom, with God’s help, the sisters in Freistadt
certainly will not lag behind either.
We have already respectfully submitted the statement
regarding our duties toward the bishop. Each of our houses
is subject to the jurisdiction of the respective bishop according to the statutes of the Council of Trent. If a motherhouse
is established in a diocese, the respective general superior
has charge of only conventual matters. You were pleased to
approve this in advance.

It is precisely for this reason that I am now confidently writing
to Your Excellency. A mission institute of our order in Gorizia in
Illyria has also been approved, and the bishop of Csanád 65 has initiated the foundation of a new mission in Hungary. Therefore, it
may be time to establish a novitiate in Freistadt in accordance
with your wish, if I understand it correctly. There are prospects
that the sisters will have the Church of Our Lady and their own
priest in Freistadt. In your gracious understanding of the situation, would you kindly appoint an apostolic priest who will be necessary if the work of God is to flourish and thrive in every respect.

65. Alexander Csajághy (1810-60), Bishop of Csanád with his residence in Temesvár (1851-60)
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The candidates who have been in Freistadt until now
and, thanks be to God, have passed the test like gold in the
fire, could receive the habit immediately and then make
their profession there. This would give the institute momentum so that from then on, it could come to the help of the
other houses in Austria. Unless the signs are deceiving, it
seems that the many afflictions that this institute endured
from the very beginning indicate that God wants to lay an
even deeper foundation so that, in the future, the institute
will last even longer. God’s mercy gives us this sure hope.
As soon as you let us know your intent, I will begin
preparations.
Finally, allow me to assure you in all honesty that, in
the entire cause, we want only the glory of God and the salvation of the children’s souls, especially after you cleared the
way into the imperial state for us.
Please do not take it amiss if I enclose our order’s little
directory66 for your gracious inspection.
Wishing you health and blessing for the new year of
grace, 1858, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus

66. Beginning in 1853, the generalate in Munich published an annual
directory listing the motherhouses, missions, and personnel at each place.
Statistical information and a report on the significant events in the congregation during the previous year were also included.
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2531: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 2, 1858
J!M!

Dear Fanny!
This time our letters crossed. You have already seen
from my letter that I am willing to establish a novitiate. 1 In
the meantime, a letter arrived from your brother in Vöcklabruck. 2 Please allow me to send you my reply to him so
that I can write more briefly. 3 You will know my convictions
and we can then act together in unity.
We will send a letter of gratitude from the order to His
Majesty, the emperor. 4 The institutes in Gorizia and in
Temesvár in Hungary have also been approved and this requires that we send the letter. 5 Therefore, dear Fanny, I do
not think that you should send such a letter.
Thanks be to God, you received another charitable donation in addition to the foundation from your mother of
blessed memory!
It would certainly be an advantage if priests of a religious order would care for the sisters in the future. Since
our order has education as its main responsibility, however,
the young people need scholastic and pedagogical training,
and we have reservations precisely about this point because
a well-educated priest who is especially knowledgeable in

1. See Document 2525, pp. 63-65.
2. Fr. Sebastian Schwarz
3. See Document 2532, pp. 70-71.
4. On October 14, 1857, Emperor Francis Joseph approved the establishment of an institute in Freistadt as a mission from the motherhouse in
Munich.
5. See Document 2538, pp. 72-73.
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pedagogy belongs there on a permanent basis. However, we
can discuss this better in person than by letter.
Being at a distance, I can say only that the provisional
oratory should be a room in which no one lives, eats, or
sleeps.
Your letter has been forwarded to Dr. Strodtel.
With the repeated request that, until the motherhouse is
completely established, you would faithfully support and
help us as you have up to now, I remain united in prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of J.
2532: To Fr. Sebastian Schwarz
Vöcklabruck
Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 2, 1858
J!M!
In your letter of December 27, 1857, you wrote that the
bishop of Linz would like your religious institute to unite
with ours. 6 You are in agreement for now and, as far as you
are concerned, the entire institute will submit to the bishop’s
well-meaning request. You are asking what I think about
this and the following will serve as my response.
I also recognize the holy will of God in this instance and
agree that, after your sisters have accepted our name, they
will also accept the rule already drawn up according to papal
instructions. Surely the bishop is guided by the principle
that, with personnel united in one and the same religious
spirit, more can and will be accomplished for the glory of
God and the salvation of children. Then the work will be
easier and we will be able to offer the external enemy more
powerful resistance than if each religious institute worked
and struggled alone, isolated from the other.
6. After seven difficult years, the Franciscan Sisters in Vöcklabruck
were ready to rejoin the Franciscan Sisters in Graz, but Bishop Rudigier
suggested that they join the Poor School Sisters instead since they also
had a house in his diocese. See 150 Jahre Franzskanerinnen von Vöcklabruck.
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Even before your letter arrived, I had finished a letter to
the bishop of Linz and applied for the establishment of a
novitiate of our order in Freistadt. 7 I am waiting now for an
episcopal decision so that I can take further steps accordingly.
The following is my opinion regarding your cause, to
which I willingly offer my help and personnel. Eventually
you would like to send on a temporary basis your candidates
who have talent for teaching and a vocation to the religious
life to Freistadt where they would be formed in the spirit of
our order. Then they would return to Vöcklabruck as professed sisters. I am also thinking of having the sisters who
are already professed come to our central motherhouse in
Munich where they would have every opportunity to receive
a complete and thorough training in everything that our
order requires. I think this is necessary and it would make
many things easier for the sisters. In the meantime, your
institutes in Vöcklabruck as well as ours in Freistadt could
continue quietly and without any interruption. 8
It makes me even happier that the sister superior 9 immediately made the same decision. I send her most cordial
greetings in the Lord.
I hope in God that everything will proceed in the best
possible manner because there is good will on every side that
seeks only the glory of God and the salvation of souls.
In the meantime, we will entrust this cause to God so
that everything turns out according to God’s most holy will.
Looking forward to your further proposals and united in
prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Th. of J.

7. See Document 2526, pp. 65-67.
8. The Franciscan Sisters conducted a kindergarten and a needlework
school in Vöcklabruck.
9. Sister Frances Wimmer
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2538: To Emperor Francis Joseph
Vienna
J!M!

Munich
January 9, 1858

Your Serene Highness! All-powerful Emperor and King!
Most gracious Emperor, King, and Lord!
It pleased Your Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty to
grant approval to the institute in Freistadt in Upper Austria, to the Institute for Deaf Children in Gorizia on the
coastland, and to the institute in Temesvár as branch institutes of the order of the Poor School Sisters from Bavaria.
These institutes will remain in union with the motherhouse
in Munich. You granted this imperial and royal approval
with the express condition that no claim would be laid on
the imperial state treasury or public funds.
Please accept the expression of our deep gratitude, especially for the approval of the devout foundation made by
Mrs. [Theresa] Schwarz and her daughter in Freistadt.
With painful longing, the sisters waited five years for this
approval. We want to show our gratitude through the sisters’ endeavors to train the girls to become God-fearing children, well-behaved young women, and faithful spouses and
subjects, thereby fulfilling the intent of our enlightened
founder [Francis Sebastian] Job who was the confessor for
Empress Mother Caroline Augusta. The memory of these
two persons will always inspire Poor School Sisters everywhere to fulfill their duties with even greater zeal.
Please do not take it amiss if I respectfully add that our
founder Job certainly must have interceded at the throne of
God for us. Before he died, he told me about Your Majesty
with great enthusiasm and then prophesied that one day
you would ascend the imperial throne. 10
Our prayers will rise daily to the heavenly throne that
God will pour the fullness of blessing upon Your Imperial
10. Emperor Francis Joseph was not in the direct line to the throne
and only three years old when Fr. Francis Sebastian Job died February
13, 1834.
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and Royal Apostolic Majesty and the Most Serene Imperial
House. May God keep you for many years to come as a
credit and support to the Catholic Church and as Germany’s
powerful refuge in our distressed times when the eyes and
hearts of all Catholics turn to you with such confidence and
go out to you like children to the best of fathers. 11
With deepest respect, I remain,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2543: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 24, 1858
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
I received a second and third letter from Director [Sebastian] Schwarz in Vöcklabruck on practically the same
day. You will be able to gather the content of his letters by
examining my respectfully enclosed response to him. 12 After
reading the latter, would you please either withhold my response or forward it to his address.
I had the opportunity to meet Director Schwarz more
than a decade ago when he wanted to begin negotiating with
us. 13 At the time, I saw him as a devout priest, but also as
a man who insists on having his own way. Since there is
good reason to fear that the union could fail, I am willing to
make concessions as far as possible. On the one hand, I do
not want to harm the good cause, but on the other hand, I do
not want to concede anything essential either. Therefore, I
consider it necessary to make a resolute statement with regard to the order’s cause.
11. Liberalism in the German States threatened to rob the Church of
the little control over its own affairs that it still held. Austria, which had
signed a concordat with the Church in 1855, seemed to offer a place of refuge for Catholics who wished to continue living their faith as formerly.
12. See Document 2544, pp. 74-76.
13. See Footnote 16, p. 8.
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In the beginning, there was to be a novitiate in Vöcklabruck, just as I had been considering one for Freistadt.
Nothing else was available but, as experience has already
taught us, we now see that it will not work. A motherhouse
should be close to the place where the bishop and the district government have their center and it should have a wellattended elementary school and so forth so that it can
develop in every respect. Every kind of communication with
the higher authorities is necessary, and the formation of the
novices requires many things that are not available in a
rural area. Nevertheless, advice and help will eventually
come from on high. At this time, I know no other solution.
Now that I have submitted my confidential communication, I leave to your wisdom everything else with regard to
the director. As a bishop, you will see to it that the future
novitiate—if, with God’s help, it is to begin in Vöcklabruck—
will not be hindered in its development by inappropriate interference or move in the wrong direction from the very
beginning. In any case, the task of reorganizing the institute in Vöcklabruck with the director will be doubly difficult. There might still be a solution, however, if he would
take up the office of confessor there, that is, if you approve
and if circumstances allow.
I considered it my duty to discuss all of this with you
openly in order to shed as much light as possible on the
question so that you will be able to make a correct judgment
in the entire matter and then do as you wish in accordance
with God’s holy will.
Submitting the enclosed, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2544: To Fr. Sebastian Schwarz
Vöcklabruck
Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 24, 1858
J!M!
Reverend Father!
May this reply serve as a response to your esteemed letter
of January 20 (received on January 23).
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1. You need not worry about enclosure. We have enclosure because it is necessary, especially in our times, but it is
only episcopal enclosure. 14 It is arranged in such a way that
we may also accept places where the church is not directly
connected with the sisters’ living quarters or where the convent does not have its own priest as a convent confessor.
Since we have already taken over several such houses, this
point is settled. 15
2. From your letter, I gather that the sole object of your
longing and striving is the establishment of a novitiate in
Vöcklabruck. Since you think that your candidates cannot
leave Vöcklabruck even temporarily without disturbing the
continued development of the institute, you believe that a few
sisters from our motherhouse should go to Vöcklabruck in
order to start the novitiate. For this purpose, you are offering
not only the institute building but also your private means.
As far as this second point is concerned, I would like to
say before all else that it is not my will that should be done.
With this union, I am not seeking money or goods but only
the glory of God and the salvation of souls. You have nothing
else in mind either.
When things are inevitable, I always submit in God’s
name. If you recognize now the expressed will of God in beginning with a novitiate in Vöcklabruck, which would give
you consolation and joy, I will change my opinion 16 and gladly
submit to yours—provided that the bishop approves!17
14. Sisters who professed perpetual vows were bound to keep episcopal enclosure and were sent to places where the sisters’ convent could
be connected with the church. Without the written permission of the respective diocesan bishop, no one except the ruling sovereign was allowed
to enter the section of the building set aside exclusively as living quarters
for the professed sisters and no professed sister was allowed to leave the
enclosure or could be forced to leave it. Exceptions were transfers to another mission, visitation, or the examination of a building site by the superior or her representatives. In the event of illness, fire, plague, or war,
professed sisters were not obliged to keep the enclosure.
15. Sisters who were still under temporary vows were sent to those
places where it was impossible to connect the sisters’ convent with the
church.
16. See Document 2532, pp. 70-71.
17. Bishop Rudigier
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In accordance with my duty, however, I must make one
stipulation—that you would also submit to what our order
holds and faithfully comply with it. It involves a cause here,
that is, a sacred, church-related cause.
If this is the case, nothing further stands in the way of
our union, which only needs episcopal confirmation and
God’s blessing. So as not to be in error here, as well as to
take a shorter route, I also ventured to present this letter in
all openness to the bishop. This will certainly be your will
as well. In accordance with the bishop’s wish, this letter will
either be withheld or forwarded to the address indicated. I
will recognize God’s will in the bishop’s decision.
United in prayer and with sincere greetings to the venerable sisters, I remain,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
2545: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
January 24, 1858

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Your personal letter of January 5 arrived just when our
entire house was plunged into grief at the death of one of
my assistants and secretary, a pearl of the order. 18 I was so
deeply moved that I simply had to set aside all work for a
while, and I ask with confidence that you would kindly forgive the long delay in my response.
Since it took such a long time before we heard anything
more about conducting the institute in Traunkirchen and
since we always have such heavy demands for personnel, I
sent the sisters destined for Traunkirchen to other places.
As much as I would like to be of service now, especially to
18. Sister M. Emmanuela Landgrebe, general secretary and second
general assistant to Mother Theresa, died at the age of 28 on January 13,
1858.
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the illustrious archduchess, 19 it will be impossible for us to
conduct the institute before September of this year. Empress Mother Caroline Augusta enriched our poor little
church in Neunburg with a very precious chasuble and an
elaborate, artistic painting during the lifetime of the confessor and our founder, [Francis Sebastian] Job. It would
make me very happy if this institute were entrusted to us
because then we would have the opportunity to show our
sovereign benefactor that the institute conducted by the sisters who are coming in accordance with her wish will also
give her joyful consolation.
Therefore, I am willing to make three sisters available in
September. Since you asked, I only want to mention that in
rural areas, we request 150 florin ($60) annually for each
sister. Nevertheless, the sisters are accustomed to living
poorly and will be satisfied with whatever the archduchess
is pleased to give or allocate. Our furnishings are very poor.
The sisters bring their beds, linens, and clothing and I trust
that the institute will be heated.
Submitting our response, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
2546: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
January 25, 1858

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Please do not take it amiss that I am burdening you with
a third matter that concerns the foundation document from
Freistadt. Miss Fanny Schwarz, sister of the director from
Vöcklabruck, 20 gave me another draft of the foundation document that shows assets of 8,000 florin ($3,200) and two
19. Archduchess Sophie
20. Fr. Sebastian Schwarz
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buildings (to be remodeled for the institute) as well as a garden and a field. In exchange for this, she stipulates that the
sisters who conduct the kindergarten and elementary school
for girls in Freistadt would (a) care for Fanny for the rest of
her life, (b) take in at least three orphans and give them
room and board as well as their education and training, (c)
provide the daily noon meal for several children in the
kindergarten, (d) hold May devotions and St. Aloysius devotions, and (e) have foundation Masses said annually.
After making another complete calculation, it appears
that all of this would cost us at least 470 florin ($188). Included in the above-listed assets of 8,000 florin are more
than 4,000 florin ($1,600) that were donations from the royalty. With the interest from these donations, the sisters are
to conduct both the kindergarten and the needlework school.
Although there is a weekly collection in the city, the amount
is smaller each year because the people are increasingly reluctant to contribute. These collections for the support of
the kindergarten make the sisters more despised than appreciated, and therefore we ourselves must take steps to
drop them in the future. 21
If we deduct the donation of 4,000 florin from the assets
mentioned above and add the possible hailstorms, illness,
and lean years, there will be nothing left for the sisters’ support and they may have to look for outside help in order to
fulfill their obligations.

If Fanny comes to you with her foundation document, would you
please help us out of this difficult situation and make her understand that, if the Poor School Sisters are to share with others, they
still need something to live on themselves.
Nevertheless, we would be happy to (a) care for Fanny for the
rest of her life or pay her an annual sum for her care, (b) provide
one orphan with room, board, and an education, and (c) provide a
stipend for some foundation Masses.

The sisters have May devotions and St. Aloysius devotions with the children in the institute. Perhaps the ap21. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, the monthly collections,
which brought in approximately 170 florin ($68) annually, were stopped in
1859.
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pointed Capuchins could lead the public devotions and then,
if you help us, the matter will be settled.
This is already the third draft of the foundation document 22 and it has been changed every time or, better said,
made longer with additional new clauses. Therefore, it
would be good if it would be settled once and for all so that
we could proceed in peace and stability.
Apologizing for troubling you so many times, I remain
respectfully yours,
M. Th. of J.
P.S. Just when I intended to send the foregoing letter,
a communication from Fr. [Sebastian] Schwarz in Vöcklabruck arrived with information about the projected union
of his institute with ours. He also said that the superior 23
has already consented and that the rest of the sisters will
also consent if the bishop expresses his will in the matter.
Please accept the expression of our gratitude for the undeserved confidence you place in us. In our weakness and
powerlessness, this will be a source of courage for us to trust
all the more confidently in the powerful help of God and to
fulfill our duties so that your hopes will be realized.
Please allow me to express my view in this regard. I recognize the will of God in these sisters taking on our name
and accepting our rule so that with united personnel, we will
work, struggle, and suffer in one and the same spirit. This
will surely redound to the glory of God and the salvation of
the children more than if we continue working in isolation
and alone.
It seems to me, however, that in order to lay a new foundation for Vöcklabruck, this change should not take place in
Vöcklabruck, as Fr. Schwarz thinks it should, but at another
place instead, that is, in Freistadt, which has become so dear
to us through suffering. For this reason, I suggested that
he send those candidates who show talent and skill for
22. The first draft of the foundation document, dated December 8,
1854, is mentioned in Document 1813, pp. 30-31. The second draft, dated
December 26, 1855, is contained in Document 2081, pp. 41-43.
23. Sister Frances Wimmer
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teaching as well as a vocation to the religious life to Freistadt, where we want to establish a motherhouse, as I have
already respectfully presented to Your Excellency. 24 In
Freistadt, they could be trained in accordance with the spirit
of our order. Then they could return to Vöcklabruck as professed sisters and release the professed sisters who are there
now. I intend to take the latter to our central motherhouse
where they would be thoroughly trained in all things required by our order before they return to Austria.
In this way, both the institute in Vöcklabruck and the
one at Freistadt would proceed without detriment and it
would be easier for those sisters and for us. Moreover, the
director (a position the Holy See rules out for us) might be
less apprehensive of the change. If he would remain, the returning sisters could help make it easier for him to adjust to
the change in a practical manner. I think this needs to be
considered, especially since it appears to be the most difficult aspect as well as the reason for submitting this trusting
communication to you now.
Entrusting this most important cause to God and to
Your Excellency, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
2547: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
Our Motherhouse in Munich
January 25, 1858
J!M!
Dear Fanny!
In my opinion, the foundation document as it is written
now is neither suitable nor acceptable. Therefore, I had a
good copy made without changing the content in any way.
In order to save unnecessary work, I think it would be advisable for you to present the document as it stands now to
the bishop for his examination. 25 I also think that you
should ask for his advice as to whether this version is ac24. See Document 2526, pp. 65-67.
25. Bishop Rudigier
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ceptable for now and whether you should mention the foundation established for the benefice or the institute’s priest.
These foundations are related and belong together.
Would you please inform me about the bishop’s response
so that a proper foundation document can be drawn up and
a good copy be made? Then it can be sent to you with my
statement, which I will be very happy to prepare.
Finally, I would like to make one more comment for your
consideration. The sisters who conduct the kindergarten are
expected to live from the donations of outsiders, the royalty,
and so forth. (We will have to drop the monthly collection,
which brings in less and less and only makes the sisters despised or at least not appreciated.) These donations from
outsiders will be deducted from the foundation capital. If
you do this, Fanny, you, yourself, will see that, if all the expenses for the obligations that you have attached, including
those required by the garden and farm, should be covered
by the remaining foundation fund, little or nothing will be
left for the sisters to eke out their poor existence. (The two
buildings are for the institute and do not bring in any income.) In the lean years when there is a poor harvest (to
say nothing about cases of illness), there will not even be
enough left to cover expenses. If foundations are to last, one
must always consider such cases carefully and make requests accordingly.

Therefore, I think that you should simplify the obligations. Be
assured, dear Fanny, that I am not concerned about gathering
earthly riches, but you, yourself, will agree that I, as superior, must
see to it that my sisters have enough to live on. Surely you want
the same for them and will regard the sisters as persons who, in
their poverty, must be cared for first because they are responsible
for others and must maintain the institutes. They will certainly do
this with joy and with all their strength if they are able to maintain
their poor lives.
Forgive me for speaking so frankly. The importance of the topic demands it.
Awaiting your response, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
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2566: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 3, 1858
J!M!

Dear Fanny!
The Church will soon celebrate the feast of St. Frances
[of Rome], who, fleeing all the joys of the world, dedicated
herself entirely to God whom she served in poor people
and thus won heaven. You are walking in her footsteps, withdrawing as she did from the contemptible and deceptive
world, spurning its pleasures and honors, and sacrificing
your goods for the glory of God in order to gather treasures
for heaven that no thief can steal and no moth can consume. 26
All we can do now is to wish you God’s grace and help so
that you will be able to accomplish much good and brighten
your heavenly crown with even more precious jewels. At the
same time, please give a few moments of your solemn hours
in prayer to our order as well.
What is the status of the foundation document? Have
new obstacles arisen again? Dear God, how much will it
take before your work on earth—in this valley of tears—is
realized? How happy we will be, dear Fanny, when we are
together with God!
We have not heard any more about Vöcklabruck either
and have entrusted the entire cause to God!
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

26. See Luke 12:33.
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To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 5, 1858
J!M!

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Your handwritten letter of February 23 with the list of
furnishings for the institute in Traunkirchen arrived here
on February 25.
I hasten to acknowledge your letter and to comment that
the furnishings listed are far beyond our expectations and
that there is nothing to prevent the institute from beginning
immediately after the sisters arrive.
Since it has the approval of Her Imperial Highness,
Archduchess [Sophie], the three sisters will come to
Traunkirchen this September to conduct the institute under
the conditions discussed.
May God grant grace and blessing to the sisters’ work in
the institute! By teaching and training the little ones to become devout and skilled young women, the sisters will give
Her Imperial Highness consolation and joy in return for the
great sacrifices she made at her own expense for the institute!
Expressing our gratitude for your many efforts and great
interest in the fostering of this blessed work of God and requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully
yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2599: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
April 14, 1858
J!M!

Dear Fanny!
Thank you for your kind letters, which I could not answer until the three enclosures were finished. Included are

84

Mission to Upper Austria

a. A good copy of the foundation document, 27 although
we could not complete the points regarding (1) the separate
sheet with the list of assets from the land register and (2)
the separate foundation document concerning your mother’s
legacy. On the other hand, the desired phrase prohibiting
the sale of your mother’s possessions has been added to the
foundation document.
b. Two identical copies of our statement28 regarding our
conducting the elementary school, which I made upon your
suggestion. Therefore, it should be agreeable to you. We
could not write the statement any differently.
May God bless our labors!
As far as the Church of Our Lady is concerned, it certainly would be desirable if the sisters could move into the
town in case the elementary school is ever transferred to the
sisters. Moreover, the parish church is already there, while
the expense of obtaining and maintaining a chapel, even if
very simple, would be rather high. It is difficult to make a
good judgment from afar, however. If only the church could
be connected with the building, wherever it is, as is usually
the case!
God willing, I hope to come to Freistadt soon, but at this
time, I cannot say anything definite. Nevertheless, I will
try to come as soon as possible. 29
With regard to Vöcklabruck, I have accepted all the conditions made by your brother [Fr. Sebastian Schwarz] so
that, as far as we are concerned, help was amicably offered.
If there is good will that seeks only God’s glory and the salvation of souls, the proposed union can and will happen
without any objection. Since I can do nothing more, it is all
in God’s hands! I have not heard anything further from

27. See Document 2600, pp. 85-89.
28. See Document 2600, p. 89.
29. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Mother Theresa and Fr.
Siegert stopped in Freistadt on Ascension Thursday, May 13, and then
continued on their journey to Temesvár in Hungary.
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there, but if news ever does arrive here, I will make the appropriate communications with you. 30
I am sorry I cannot help you with the directories because, in order to avoid unnecessary expense, we print only
enough for our own use.
Sister Victoria 31 arrived here safely, but she could eventually return to Freistadt.
Hoping that all is in accordance with your wishes and
will succeed with the grace of God, I remain respectfully
yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of J.
P.S. Unless the foundation document for your mother’s
legacy and the foundation document for the benefice are sent
at the same time, the enclosed will hardly be approved.
2600: Foundation Document
J!M!

April 14, 1858

Foundation Document (Draft)
For the greater glory of the Triune God and the honor of
Mary, the Most Holy and Immaculate Mother of God, St.
Joseph, St. Teresa, and St. Frances, and in order to fulfill the
expressed will of my deceased mother, 32 I, Frances
Schwarz, unmarried daughter of a merchant from Freistadt,
30. Sister Frances Wimmer did not accept the invitation to join the
Poor School Sisters because she and her sisters did not wish to leave their
order and give up their Franciscan charism. The novice director returned
to Graz and the sisters in Vöcklabruck continued as a separate Franciscan congregation under the direction of the diocesan bishop. After two additional missions were opened, the house in Vöcklabruck became an
independent Franciscan motherhouse in 1861. See 150 Jahre Franzskanerinnen von Vöcklabruck.
31. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Victoria Abenthum, a candidate who had been in Freistadt since 1855, returned to Munich in
March 1858.
32. Mrs. Theresa Schwarz
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have resolved to found an institute of the Poor School Sisters
in the city of Freistadt. Called from their central motherhouse in Munich for this purpose, these sisters will perform
the following services in accordance with the rule of their
order. In return, I am also bound to the obligations listed
here.
I. Purpose and Services of the Institute
The Institute of the Poor School Sisters will:
1. Take charge of a kindergarten.
2. Conduct a needlework school for girls as they have
been doing on a provisional basis for almost five years to the
satisfaction of religious and civil authorities while meriting
praise and recognition from all sides.
3. Be prepared to conduct the elementary school for girls
at any time.
This was always a great concern of my mother who now
rests in God, just as it is mine. Requested by upright parents who are convinced of a crying need in our times to separate the boys from the girls and to entrust the girls to a
church-related institute, that is, to a school for girls here, I
state my willingness to cooperate with my whole heart and
to the best of my ability for the well-being of Church and
state.
4. Provide ordinary room and board for me, Frances
Schwarz, for the rest of my life.
I will pay a small annual amount for this.
5. On the feasts of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Name of
Jesus, and the Immaculate Conception, have one Holy Mass
offered in honor of these mysteries and for my poor soul and,
on these same days, pray the rosary with the boarders of the
institute for my soul and that of my mother.
II. Obligations of the Foundress
To realize the above-mentioned purposes, I give the
above-named institute the following property for its unrestricted ownership:
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1. House No. 47 and its enclosed garden in the Bohemian Suburb of Freistadt, which is my property and
where the sisters and both institutes are housed now.
Immediately upon the approval of this foundation document, it will become the institute’s unrestricted property.
2. House No. 67 and its garden, barn, livestock (three
cows), and available farm equipment, all of which I inherited from my deceased mother.
Under all circumstances, this house and farm must always remain a foundation and may never be sold by the
order for other purposes.
3. The property recorded in the Land Register of the
City of Freistadt, Volume B, Folio 187, “the so-called Gässlpoint Meadow in Field 14,” including the above-mentioned
garden with a total area of 10.5 acres (4.25 ha).
4. Since iron shares are attached to both pieces of property, No. 47 and No. 67, it is my intent that any annual earnings be used for the above-mentioned purpose.
5. The unrestricted funds listed on the enclosed, separate sheet from the land register are also included as partial
fulfillment of the above foundation obligations:

a. State Bonds

Year

No. 130958
No. 229323
No. 48233
No. 56334
No. 13959
No. 16101
No. 285394
No. 29289
No. 29288
Total:

1841
1848
1843
1829
1830
1852
1847
1852
1852

Value (Austrian currency) 33
100 florin at 5 %
100 florin at 5 %
100 florin at 4 %
100 florin at 5 %
500 florin at 5 %
1,000 florin at 5 %
1,000 florin at 5 %
1,000 florin at 5 %
1,000 florin at 5 %
4,900 florin
($1,862)

33. In 1748, the conventional currency system based on florin
(gulden) was adopted by Austria, Saxony, and Bavaria. This system was
used in Austria until 1857 when a new standard was adopted. With the
new Austrian currency, one florin was equal to approximately 38¢ in
American currency at the time.
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b. Private Promissory Notes

In Sebastian Freudenthaler‘s name at 5%
Francis and Magdalena Stohlberger at 5%
Promised for the same purpose
Total:

100 florin
200 florin
200 florin
500 florin

($200)

c. Moreover, there is the legacy of 3,000 florin ($1,200)
from my deceased mother, which is described in the
separate, enclosed foundation document.
d. Restricted funds, such as Treasury Bond No. 15330
with 500 florin ($200) at 2.5% from Maria Miehsenberger for the sanctuary light in the institute chapel.
In Anna Nadelhofer’s last will, a legacy of 100 florin
Austrian currency ($38) is stipulated for the same
purpose.
Appendix
If it is no longer possible for the School Sisters from the
motherhouse in Munich to conduct the institutes named
above—the kindergarten, the needlework school for girls,
and perhaps the elementary school for girls—the direction of
the respective institutes is to be handed over to the Sisters
of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul in accordance with the decision of the bishop of Linz. If this is impossible or seems to
be impractical, it will be left to the Catholic diocesan ordinariate of Linz to have the above obligations fulfilled by another order of women religious.
Finally, I would like to add that the foundation of a
benefice on the part of my deceased mother, Theresa
Schwarz, widow of a merchant, is connected with this institute but will have a separate foundation document.
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Documented by my handwritten signature,
Frances Schwarz

Freistadt
Easter, April 4, 1858

Agreement with the above foundation document and all
its contents is confirmed with a seal and handwritten signature.
Central Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters in Munich
Feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph, April 18, 1858
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
Statement
As requested, the undersigned hereby submits her statement that the order of the Poor School Sisters is willing to
conduct the elementary school for girls in Freistadt at any
time for the salary agreed upon since she does not wish to
impose any additional burden on the town.
The teaching sisters always comply with existing Church
and civil laws with regard to education, submit to the respective authorities, use the prescribed textbooks, and do not
claim a pension from the state or city when incapacitated by old age or illness.
Given in Munich on April 14, 1858
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
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2674: To Archduchess Sophie
Our Motherhouse in Munich
August 17, 1858
J!M!
Most Illustrious and All-Powerful Archduchess!
Most Gracious Majesty!
The bishop of Linz 34 recently sent 60 florin Austrian currency ($22.80) as travel money for the sisters who will be
sent soon to Traunkirchen.
With Your Imperial Highness’ permission, I traveled
from Freistadt to Traunkirchen this spring in order to inspect the institute there. 35 I found the building almost finished and entirely satisfactory in view of its future purpose
and use by the Poor School Sisters. It pleased Your Imperial
Highness to go to such great expense. May your heart have
the consolation and joy of seeing the institute develop soon
for the glory of God and the well-being of the dear little ones
who will be cared for there!
At the end of September, several sisters will travel from
here to Temesvár in order to establish a motherhouse there
in accordance with the wish of the bishop. 36 They will travel
as far as Linz with the sisters who are being sent to
Traunkirchen, and, if it is agreeable to Your Imperial Highness, the institute in Traunkirchen can be opened on September 30.
Submitting this report and recommending to your most
gracious benevolence the sisters who are coming, I remain
respectfully yours,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

34. Bishop Rudigier
35. See Footnote 29, p. 84. Traunkirchen is on the way from Munich
to Freistadt.
36. Bishop Csajághy
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Munich
August 19, 1858

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
You were pleased to send us 60 florin Austrian currency
($22.80) as travel money for the sisters who are being sent
to Traunkirchen. With this acknowledgement of its receipt, I
would also like to enclose a communication to Her Imperial
Highness, Archduchess Sophie. 37
The sisters will not go to Traunkirchen until the institute there is given sovereign approval and you have kindly
notified us of this. Therefore, I ask that you would please let
us know when this happens because we would like to have
the sisters who will be sent to Traunkirchen travel as far as
Linz with the sisters who are going to Temesvár.
Sincerely thanking you for your kind remittance, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
P.S. Before this letter was mailed, your last letter arrived, telling us that the institute in Traunkirchen has been
given government approval. In accordance with your wish,
I wish to state that, if it is agreeable to you, the sisters will
come to Traunkirchen at the end of September so that the
institute can be opened on September 29.
May I also request a copy of the statement of approval
for our files?

37. See Document 2674, p. 90.
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2683: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
August 25, 1858

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
The diocesan ordinariate in Linz has instructed us to
present the rule of the Order of the Poor School Sisters.
I respectfully reply that the sisters being sent to
Traunkirchen soon will bring along a copy and present it to
Your Excellency.
Respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2700: To a Pastor
Cham, Bavaria
J!M!

Motherhouse
September 10, 1858

Very Reverend City Pastor!
Her Imperial Highness, Archduchess Sophie of Austria,
mother of the reigning emperor, 38 made a foundation in
Traunkirchen on Lake Gmunden [sic] 39 in the diocese of Linz
and called Poor School Sisters from Bavaria to this foundation. We will take charge of the institute this fall.
We could hardly refuse, but the only way we can accept
the mission is by sending dear Sister M. Edburga [Schatzhuber] there because she is already familiar with Austrian conditions from her earlier experience. I do not know any other
sister who would be suitable.
Unforeseen obstacles led to this situation that forces me
to give you this very unpleasant news about Sister Edburga’s transfer. However, I am consoled by one thing—that
38. Emperor Francis Joseph
39. The towns of Traunkirchen and Gmunden are located on Traunsee, a lake in Upper Austria.
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you will understand that we do not wish to offend you. In
accordance with your earlier expressed wish, I am appointing M. Valentina [Schlecht] to take her place as superior. 40
With God’s help, Sister M. Blandina [Höchstetter], who uses
the same teaching methods, will take Sister Edburga’s place,
whereby the children and parents will be satisfied.
Giving you this unpleasant news since I did not anticipate making a change in personnel and asking that you
would remember us in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2710: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
September 25, 1858

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Since unforeseen circumstances are preventing the sisters who are destined for Trankirchen from obtaining their
passports for foreign travel, they will not arrive there on
September 29 but a few days later instead.
I wanted to tell you this immediately in order to prevent
an unpleasant disturbance if the opening of school was set to
take place on September 29.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

40. Sister M. Valentina was already teaching in Cham.
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2711: To Fr. Leopold Stadler
Traunkirchen

Motherhouse
September 25, 1858

J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!
The delay in the issuing of passports for foreign travel is
making it difficult for the sisters destined for Traunkirchen
to arrive before the end of September.
I thought it would be helpful to inform you now so as to
prevent confusion on all sides in case the opening was set
for September 29.
We asked the bishop41 if you could hear the sisters’ confessions.
Recommending to your benevolence and pastoral care
the sisters who will be coming to Traunkirchen, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
2720: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
September 30, 1858

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
The Opening of the Institute in Traunkirchen

Reference to the Episcopal Decree of September 2, 1858

The respectfully undersigned wishes to express her deep
gratitude to Your Excellency for graciously delivering her letter to Her Imperial Highness Archduchess Sophie, 42 and for
sending a copy of the government approval of the institute
referred to above.

41. Bishop Rudigier
42. See Document 2674, p. 90.
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The undersigned also wishes to give you the names of the
sisters leaving for Traunkirchen: M. Edburga Schatzhuber,
M. Cosma Schwab, and M. Bona Baier.
On this occasion, the undersigned submits the rule of the
order with the request that after graciously examining it,
you would kindly return it to us for the time being until the
rule receives approbation from the Holy See.
Recommending to your pastoral care the sisters who are
coming to Traunkirchen, and requesting that the pastor
there would be appointed to hear their confessions, I remain
respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2726: To the Imperial and Royal Administrator
Traunkirchen
Our Motherhouse in Munich
October 1, 1858
J!M!
Noble Imperial and Royal Administrator!
I venture to recommend to your benevolence the sisters
who are coming to Traunkirchen and ask that you would
kindly introduce them to their field of work.
In closing, I would also like to thank you for all the trouble you took in furnishing the house.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2736: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Munich
October 18, 1858

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
You took the trouble to make the long journey here on
our behalf and—thanks be to God—you returned home
safely again!
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Thank you very much for your letter for the feast of St.
Teresa in which you told me that, when speaking about the
Bavarian School Sisters designated for Traunkirchen, the
empress expressed her desire that Hallstatt 43 would also
have sisters. Was that the reigning empress? 44 Did she definitely state that she was expecting a response from me? I
am writing and asking for clarification because, on the one
hand, I do not want her to receive a letter from me if we have
not been called. On the other hand, if she is expecting a definite statement from me, I do not want to offend by delaying.
I must leave both Vöcklabruck and Linz up to God. You
made the effort to speak for Linz. My one consolation in all
of this is that you, dear Fanny, made this proposal without
my asking you to do so. 45
How will our tale of woe in Freistadt end since the Franciscans have also declined this house?
How would it be if, on the spacious yard, you would build
a small guesthouse as an addition to the church? Due to its
good location, you could easily sell to lay people your house
that was designated for the Franciscans and then add a
small guesthouse to the church!
I will send you an Austrian bond of 1,000 florin ($380) for
our chapel building, but please do not tell anyone that it is
from us.
May God’s holy will be done!
With love and respect,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

43. Sisters were never sent to Hallstatt, a town approximately 30
miles (41.4 km) from Traunkirchen.
44. Elizabeth of Bavaria (1837-98), Empress of Austria (1854-98),
Queen of Hungary (1867-98)
45. Since Frances Schwarz’s letters have not been found, the reference is unclear. Sisters were never sent to Linz.
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2764 a: To the Imperial and Royal District Office
Freistadt
Statement

Munich
November 19, 1858

In accordance with the request from the Imperial and
Royal District Administration of Freistadt, the respectfully
undersigned makes the following statement with regard to
conducting the school for girls in Freistadt: 46
1. Mindful of the devout purpose that will be realized by
separating the boys from the girls in school, and in view of
the departed Mrs. Theresa Schwarz’s foundation with the
particular intent of establishing the school for girls under
discussion, the order once again declares its willingness to
conduct the school for girls in Freistadt with three classes.
The order will provide the school with three certified teaching sisters and keep them there for the above purpose.
2. The School Sisters will carefully follow the Austrian
imperial and royal laws and precepts with regard to public
education. In order to achieve even more favorable results,
they will work in unison with those sisters who are already
conducting the needlework school by virtue of the same
foundation. With God’s grace, they confidently hope to win
the satisfaction of the respective authorities as well as that
of the parents in Freistadt, as they have done elsewhere.
3. If the boys and their teachers are completely separate
from the school for girls and if separate entrances and exits
are provided, the respectfully undersigned agrees to the proposal of accommodating the school for girls and the School
Sisters in the school building.
4. The order is satisfied with the support designated by
the city council for the School Sisters who will be in charge
of the city’s schoolchildren. This will be supplemented by
46. According to the Freistadt School Chronicle, Frances Schwarz
wrote a petition to the district authorities in July 1858, requesting that
the boys in the elementary school in Freistadt would be entrusted to the
Piarists (a religious order dedicated to the education of boys) and the girls
to the Poor School Sisters.
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support from the foundation of Mrs. Schwarz, who willed
the returns from a foundation capital of 3,000 florin ($1,200)
to the School Sisters for this purpose. Even if the city council considers the workers worthy of their pay, no new burden
will be placed on the city or the school, especially since
School Sisters who become incapacitated do not claim any
pension. Therefore, they do not become a burden to the public state treasury, to the town, or to the school.
Central Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters in Munich
November 19, 1858
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
(Typescript, Freistadt)
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2792: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
January 9, 1859

Dear Fanny!
Repeated journeys prevented me from sending you my
best wishes before the beginning of the New Year, but we
were not late in presenting our wishes to God. Since your
greetings arrived first, I will combine my best wishes with
the expression of my gratitude for your kindness. May the
dear Lord strengthen you in your devout works for the glory
of God and the salvation of souls, and may your requests find
willing hearts!
It gives me consolation to learn from your letter that you
are getting along well with the sisters in Freistadt. God will
continue to help!
We are gratefully returning the site plan that you sent.
I would like to add, however, that I think it would be more
appropriate to build the chapel on the place we discussed so
often and which I indicated on the plan with a pencil sketch.
If it would be built on the place suggested earlier, it would
not be properly aligned or accessible to lay people. It will be
a public chapel and therefore it must be made accessible
from the street.
Since the kindergarten will not be converted into a chapel and a chapel cannot be built next to the kindergarten because the street turns there and is in the way, there is nothing left to do but to build the chapel in the empty lot to the
south. Even though it would block the south sunlight from
the two long rooms, these rooms would still have light from
the morning and afternoon sun coming into four windows.
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Dear Fanny, would you kindly negotiate with the neighbor so that we can build the chapel there? Then I ask that
you would kindly see to it that the plan is drawn up accordingly and finished. In this way, we will also gain space for
an enclosed yard.
It would be reasonable to make the room on the ground
floor that had been used as a kindergarten into an oratory
for the convent personnel and the section above it into an
infirmary. For the time being, however, we must continue
using the rooms facing north for the kindergarten.
We can certainly prepare everything now before we actually begin to build. Perhaps the political turmoil will be
resolved by then. 1 Our consolation is that a merciful and
almighty God rules the world!
Dear Fanny, we recommend our entire religious institute, but especially our dear Freistadt and its intentions, to
your devout remembrance in prayer. We have very clear
proof of how much your love has done for Freistadt.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
2795: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
January 16, 1859

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Please do not take it amiss if the Poor School Sisters
present Your Excellency with their little directory for this
year, together with the belated wish that in this New Year
God, who is love itself, may give you new strength and the
fullness of heavenly blessing. May God make all hearts receptive for good so that no lamb from the flock entrusted to
your great care will be lost!
1. Italian nationalists were contesting Austrian rule, which led to war
later in 1859.
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Last year you called our sisters to Traunkirchen in your
diocese. God grant that their care for the little ones entrusted to them will meet with your justifiable wishes and
expectations.
As we recently learned through Miss [Frances] Schwarz
from Freistadt, the school for girls in Freistadt will be assigned to the School Sisters. This was not without a struggle because the men are afraid that women cannot teach as
well as male teachers do. (The chief purpose, character formation, does not seem to merit consideration.) This is the
least of my worries, however, because wherever the sisters
are, it turns out to be almost the opposite. If the sisters are
true to their vocation, the grace of God will not be lacking.
Recommending our entire order and especially the sisters in your diocese to your benevolence and asking for your
blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

2832: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
February 22, 1859

Dearest Fanny!
The coming of spring brings us your name day. 2 Please
accept our sincere and heartfelt best wishes! May God, the
giver of all grace, be with you and, like the buds of spring,
may all your worthy desires and intentions ripen into sweet
fruit! May your works done out of love for God flourish and
may God’s loving care give you temporal goods in addition to
the heavenly gifts which will be poured over you in abundance! May the peace of God and the holy angel accompany
you, just as an angel accompanied your holy patron, until
you reach your heavenly homeland! 3
2. March 9, the feast of St. Frances of Rome
3. St. Frances of Rome spent her life and fortune in the service of
sick and poor people. According to legend, an angel always accompanied
her, lighting the road with a lantern and keeping her safe in her travels.
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Your letter told us how things stand with regard to the
school in Freistadt. We can only entrust the cause to God
and we will do no more. Besides, things like this do not
frighten or disturb us anymore because something similar
almost always happens wherever sisters are to be introduced. The reign of God suffers violence and contradiction
from the world.
Recommending God’s work to your continued, energetic
love and to your worthy prayer, and adding the expression of
our gratitude for the proofs of your kind benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2883: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
April 9, 1859

Dearest Fanny!
Your letter of March 22 informed me that, in all probability, the benefice will begin this fall. 4 If God brings this
about, God will also help us so that we can send professed
sisters to Freistadt this fall. Only when this happens will
we be able to take further steps with regard to the 1,000
florin ($400) promised us by Emperor Ferdinand, 5 which will
be given us through the bishop of Linz. 6
The 1,000 florin that we promised for the same purpose
are ready. 7

4. See Footnote 73, p. 31. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Fr.
Wencel Pachner served as beneficiary until his death on March 26, 1861,
“mourned and lamented by all who knew this noble gentleman.” He was
also a great benefactor of the institute.
5. See Footnote 46, p. 58.
6. Bishop Rudigier
7. See Document 2736, pp. 95-96.
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Until then, I ask for your patience. I will remind the sisters 8 who are there now of their duty and warn them to be
on their guard (as well as I can). The short time left will not
allow any more transfers without causing a great sensation
as well as great expense. Since Sister Juliana [Sixt] was always obedient, I trust in God that she will avoid anything
that could give offense.
Asking for your continued help so that this plan will be
realized with the grace of God, and entrusting this work of
God to your zealous prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2906: To the Imperial and Royal District Office
Freistadt
May 12, 1859
J!M!
Statement
I hereby repeat what I already explained in our statement of November 19, 1858. 9 The School Sisters are satisfied with the male teachers’ living quarters if the area is
completely separate from that of the other teachers, just as
the school for girls is separate from the school for boys,
which is already the case, or could be arranged without
much trouble. 10
8. The mission in Freistadt was still staffed by candidates who were
addressed as sisters. The first professed sisters were sent to Freistadt in
October 1859.
9. See Document 2764 a, pp. 97-98.
10. According to the Freistadt School Chronicle, on April 21, 1859,
the imperial and royal government approved the transfer of the girls’ classes to the School Sisters in Freistadt on condition that it would remain a
simple elementary school where only religion, reading, writing, and
arithmetic would be taught. Children attended school for six years. Needlework instruction was offered but not required. The order was to provide
three teachers who had passed the Austrian teaching examination. The
district authorities communicated this government approval to the sisters
in writing on July 4, 1859.
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Motherhouse of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, May 12, 1859

Mar. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

2907: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Munich
May 12, 1859

J!M!
Dearest Fanny!
Although I am unfamiliar with the living quarters in the
school building, in accordance with your wish, I am enclosing an exact copy of my statement. 11 We already addressed
this point in our statement of November 19, 1858, 12 which
the district administration seems to have overlooked. May
this new statement suffice!
As far as the political turmoil is concerned, our people
here are unanimous in their support for Austria just as they
are for the German cause in general. May God help the Imperial House to obtain victory and triumph! This is what all
of us hope for and desire because all of Germany and the
Catholic Church are at stake! Let this be our most zealous,
fervent prayer! 13
Recommending the entire order to your devout remembrance in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

11. See Document 2906, pp. 103-104.
12. See Document 2764 a, pp. 97-98.
13. On April 11, 1859, Austria issued an ultimatum to the Italian
kingdom of Piedmont and then invaded the kingdom to dispute Piedmontese plans for Italian unification. French and Piedmontese forces defeated
Austria in a decisive battle at Soliferno on June 24, 1859.
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2975: To Madame Gabriele von Czillich
Traunkirchen

Madame! 14

J!M!
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Munich
September 29, 1859

Noble
Upon my return from a journey, I learned from our sisters in Traunkirchen about your generous offer to provide
them with the grace of a retreat at your own expense and to
have a Jesuit from Linz come to Traunkirchen for this purpose.
With this letter, please accept the expression of our deep
gratitude for this favor and for the treasury of grace that
will be granted the sisters. Please be assured that the
source of the sisters’ hesitation up to now was only shyness.
We did not dare to have the Jesuit go through the trouble of
a journey for only three sisters, a very small number, nor
did we dare to think of such a great favor on your part. We
will never forget our benefactor in prayer and God will send
you an abundant measure of the manna given his children
in their spiritual solitude.
Respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
2978: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
October 3, 1859

Dearest Fanny!
We were painfully moved by your letter of October 1.
You were already in Linz, awaiting the arrival of our sisters,
although, as a precaution, we had expressly written to Sis14. Gabriele von Czillich was a noble benefactor of the sisters in
Traunkirchen. The Traunkirchen Chronicle makes no mention of this
retreat.
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ter Juliana [Sixt] long ago that we would definitely inform
her of the date on which the sisters would leave here for
Freistadt. I was traveling in Tyrol when the letter from the
dean in Freistadt 15 arrived and brought our attention to the
fact that classes would begin on the first of the month. Even
if I had been at home, it would have been too late to send the
sisters on time. Moreover, one of the sisters, M. Austeria Wirthl, had eye trouble and could not travel.
The sisters will leave here on October 10 and arrive in
Linz on October 11, where they will make a formal visit to
the bishop and introduce themselves. 16 We have already notified both the bishop and the dean of this. 17
Concerning the town’s unfriendly attitude, we hope that,
with God’s mercy, it will soon improve. Dear Fanny, the sisters are not lacking in the love of which you speak and with
God’s help, love overcomes everything.
I am happy that the institute will open on the nameday
of your deceased mother who made the first proposal for this
good work. 18
Expressing my deep regret over the delay, which is also
very unpleasant for us, and recommending the new institute to your prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus

15. Fr. George Gumpenberger
16. Accompanied by Mother Theresa and Fr. Siegert, Sisters M.
Mathilde Petri (superior), M. Xaveria Hermsen (elementary teacher), M.
Marka Holfelder (kindergarten), and M. Austeria Wirthl (household) arrived in Freistadt on October 12, 1859. Candidates Juliana Sixt and Anna
Bauer also taught in the elementary school, and Anna (Frances) Königer
taught needlework.
17. These letters are not included in the beatification collection.
18. According to the Freistadt School Chronicle, the solemn opening
of the elementary school for girls took place on October 15, the feast of St.
Teresa of Avila.
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Linz
October 29, 1859

Contract
Between Fanny Schwarz and the Religious Institute
of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame in Freistadt
In order to prevent any misunderstanding, Miss Fanny
Schwarz stipulates the following regarding her personal
room and board, which was mentioned in general terms in
her foundation document 19 but is explained in particular
here:
1. Her living quarters will be two rooms in house No. 67
where she now resides.
2. Food will be provided as follows: (a) for breakfast, a
roll and a cup of good coffee with cream; (b) for the noon
meal, broth with beef and vegetables or, for a change, some
other kind of meat, perhaps veal or lamb, especially on Sundays and feast days; (c) in the afternoon, coffee with cream;
and (d) for the evening meal, soup with a side dish.
On Sundays and feast days some roast meat or stew,
with salad or fruit as a side dish.
During mealtimes, she does not ask for anything to
drink because she is accustomed to drinking water. During
the warmer season, she requests a mug with milk to drink
during the day.
In case of illness, she should be given what the doctor orders. She will cover expenses for a physician and medicine
from her own means.
In the event of her death, expenses for her funeral and
for Holy Masses will be covered by her estate in accordance
with what she has provided.
If her relatives come to visit, Miss Fanny requests that
what she is given as food or drink be prepared for them as
well.
19. See Document 2600, pp. 85-89.
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3. The institute will provide services in health and in
sickness (with the exception of extraordinary illnesses). Her
living quarters will also be cleaned for her.
4. As long as she is in good health, Miss Fanny will take
care of her personal laundry. The institute must clean and
care for her other clothing.
5. As long as she lives, Miss Fanny is responsible for
providing firewood, light, and her clothing at her own expense, and therefore the institute will not have to incur any
additional expense for these.
6. If Miss Fanny or the institute prefers to take or to
give room and board elsewhere, Miss Fanny is entitled to an
annual reimbursement of [ ] florin. 20 In this case, the institute is under obligation to grant her this, but is also released from all further obligations regarding room and board
for Miss Fanny.
Signed for mutual confirmation with the seal and signature of both Miss Fanny Schwarz and the General Superior
of the Religious Institute of the Poor School Sisters,

Linz, October 29, 1859

Frances Schwarz
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

3043: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
March 6, 1860
J!M!

Dear Fanny!
Unfortunately, your esteemed letter of February 14 remained unanswered until now because my long and timeconsuming visitation journeys this year only added to the

20. The amount was not given in the copy prepared for the beatification process.
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business urgently needing attention. May St. Frances [of
Rome] bring you my reply on time and with it, our heartfelt
best wishes for your nameday! Protected by your holy patron, St. Frances, may God guide you safely through this
valley of tears to our heavenly homeland!
You told us that God allowed our sisters to be afflicted
with illness again this year. 21 This is how the works of God
proceed! The change in climate usually claims some victims.
If God intervenes through illness, each one must do her
share so that the lack in personnel is not so noticeable.
When Sister Mathilde [Petri] cannot be in the institute
building because she is teaching in the school, another sister must take her place. Walking back and forth between
the institute and the school building is indeed difficult but
also unavoidable for now. 22 We have places where the sisters conduct three different city schools, each in a separate
building. We also had a similar case here, but contrary to all
expectations, we were able to make the best of it.
After the beginning is made in Freistadt, I hope that the
whole situation there will be arranged in such a way that
sisters will no longer have to leave the enclosure. If, with
God’s grace, a novitiate is established there, the sisters and
novices cannot walk to the church in the town.
I think we should stay in the place that God indicated
and where it is clear that Divine Providence brought us, that
is, in the present institute building.
The establishment of a boarding school requires a great deal
when it comes to rooms and personnel. Since Freistadt is small
and will scarcely grow because it is so far from a railroad, a splendid boarding school can hardly develop there. Moreover, the Ursuline Sisters’ boarding school in Linz is not very far away,and we

21. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Candidates Anna (Frances)
Königer and Juliana Sixt, as well as Sister Marka Holfelder, were often ill
during the first three months of 1860. There were seven sisters and candidates in Freistadt at the time.
22. The institute (convent, kindergarten, and needlework school) was
located outside the town. The sisters who taught the elementary classes
had to walk to the school located near the parish church in the center of
town.
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are not looking for such a distinguished boarding school either.

If I may express it very openly, dear Fanny, my plan
would be to establish an institute in Freistadt to care for orphans and to provide girls from the area with a very simple
education in accordance with their parents’ wishes. The
present property seems very suitable for this because it has
a farm. There would be enough room in the institute building at first and, if God blesses it with an increase in the
number of children and financial means, we could put up a
new building or an addition later. I have already been told
that this type of institute would probably be welcome in
Freistadt because there is none of its kind in the area.
You have given another 100 florin Austrian currency
($38) for the chapel. I firmly trust that God will increase
these two loaves of bread. If only you would have asked the
bishop and the dean 23 to post a petition for a general collection! Surely there are generous hands and hearts among
the nobility in Vienna who would give something from their
riches for our little church.
I gladly approve of Sister Mathilde making the trip with
you for this purpose, but I cannot determine a time, since I
do not know if, because of Juliana’s illness, Sister Mathilde
can leave. 24
After I spoke with Miss Friedau in person, I wrote to Sister Mathilde and said that we cannot expect anything from
the young woman in Regensburg. Nevertheless, she wants
to consider Freistadt because of the poor children and she
will make a visit there. 25
Work has begun on the reliquaries and, if possible, the
sisters will try to follow your wishes.
We will entrust Wels 26 to the dear Lord in prayer so that
everything will proceed for the glory of God. We need young,
23. Bishop Rudigier and Fr. George Gumpenberger
24. According to the Freistadt Chronicle for 1860, Sister Mathilde Petri and Frances Schwarz went to Vienna and Prague where they received
1,580 florin (approximately $600) in gifts from members of the royalty and
from Cardinal Joseph Rauscher, the archbishop of Vienna.
25. This reference is unclear.
26. Sisters were never sent to Wels, a city approximately 50 miles (73
km) from Freistadt.
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talented aspirants to obtain new members for Austria. We
entrust this intention to your love and prayer.
United in prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
3072: To the Sisters in Freistadt
Statement

May 20, 1860

The generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
gives 16 bonds with a face value of 6,000 florin ($2,400) to
the mission institute in Freistadt. Two of these bonds at
1,000 florin ($400) each, that is, with a total face value of
2,000 florin ($800), are intended for the building of a chapel,
and the remaining bonds are intended for other necessary
building by the institute in Freistadt. These bonds are given
under the express condition that the foundation from the
merchant’s daughter, Miss Fanny Schwarz, is definitely
made and transferred to the Religious Institute of the Poor
School Sisters.
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters
Munich, May 20, 1860
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters,
3073: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Our Motherhouse in Munich
May 20, 1860
J!M!

Dearest Fanny!
We received the building plan for the chapel only yesterday and therefore it is impossible for us to return it today
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with the candidates leaving for Freistadt. 27 It needs a complete reworking. Nevertheless, as soon as the revised plan
is finished, we will send it. The chapel must be much simpler and more functional.
Keeping our promise, however, we are sending with the
candidates leaving for Freistadt a contribution for the construction of the chapel and other necessary institute buildings. 28 Nevertheless, dear Fanny, you must understand that
we can make this contribution for the above purpose only if,
after such a long time, the foundation from you and your
mother is definitely made and transferred to us once and for
all.
Since we were willing to comply with your request and
send professed sisters to Freistadt, I ask that you would
please stabilize the foundation and settle it completely now.
It is impossible for such a fluctuating condition to continue.
You have done so much up to now and, with God’s merciful help, you will bring this about as well.
In the meantime, we will entrust the cause to God in
prayer and we ask that you would also remember us in your
prayer.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of J.
3087: To the Pastorate
Traunkirchen

Central Motherhouse in Munich
August 15, 1860
J!M!

To the Reverend Pastorate in Traunkirchen
In a letter of July 23 (received July 26), you reported that
27. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, four candidates arrived on
May 22, 1860, in order to prepare for the elementary teachers’ examination in Linz as prescribed by Austrian law. After passing the examination
on September 20, Balbina Nieder and Josepha Stangl were sent to Temesvár and Anna Bauer to Traunkirchen. Elizabeth Norgauer remained in
Freistadt to help in the second class.
28. See Document 3072, p.111.
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a. In accordance with the instruction given by the diocesan consistory in Linz, the Poor School Sisters will take
charge of the school for girls in Traunkirchen at the beginning of the 1860 school year.
b. Each class will attend school for only a half day.
c. The stipend for the teaching sister has not yet been
determined but, until the stipend is determined, the amount
set aside for the assistant teacher will be given to the teaching sister.
d. Classes will be conducted in a separate room in the
convent building at Traunkirchen.
The respectfully undersigned is honored to reply that
she is willing to accept all the points listed above and that
the School Sisters will take charge of the school for girls in
Traunkirchen at the proper time.
Hoping that the new institute will flourish to the glory of
God and the consolation of the Catholic Church and entrusting it to your protection, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
3131: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
September 20, 1860

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
I would like to add to the enclosed 29 the expression of my
deep gratitude for graciously settling the foundation in
Traunkirchen, and especially for the pastoral care and interest that you have shown our suffering institute in Freistadt and the sisters there.
Please do not take it amiss if I now repeat my request
that, by virtue of your episcopal office, you would please
bring to a definite conclusion the agreement regarding the
institute in Freistadt, which has been unsettled for so long
29. See Document 3132, pp. 114-115.
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and has caused us great sacrifice and suffering. 30 After
being mentally ill, Miss [Frances] Schwarz has come to her
senses again, thanks be to God! 31
Since everything in Freistadt now depends on the outcome of the foundation cause, Sister Mathilde [Petri] will
leave for Vienna with a few other sisters from here as soon
as a response from the archdiocese of Vienna arrives. We
were asked to conduct a new institute in Vienna 32 and Sister Mathilde will remain there, at least for the time being.
Requesting your episcopal blessing once again, I remain
respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus
3132: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
September 20, 1860

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Kindergarten in Traunkirchen

Reference to Decree No. 754 issued by the Diocesan Ordinariate on September 8, 1860

Having just returned to our motherhouse, I am submitting our statement by return mail in compliance with your
30. The foundation document drawn up in 1858 was not yet confirmed or settled. When inquiries were made in Linz, it could not be located. Bishop Rudigier came to Freistadt on August 10, 1860, and assured
the sisters that they would remain in Freistadt, asked for their patience,
and then visited Frances Schwarz. After persistent searching, the document finally surfaced at the diocesan ordinariate in Linz.
31. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Frances Schwarz began
showing signs of mental illness on the journey to Prague and Vienna to
collect funds for the institute in Freistadt. After several weeks, her condition improved and she apologized for her words and actions towards the
sisters and the priests in Freistadt.
32. On October 20, 1860, Sister Mathilde and two sisters from Munich arrived in Vienna to conduct the orphanage, Mater Misericordiae,
located in Fünfhaus, a suburb of Vienna at the time.
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instructions.
Our religious institute with the three sisters in
Traunkirchen is satisfied with the stipend of 472 florin, 50
kreuzer Austrian currency ($179.55), the supply of firewood
for 73 florin, 50 kreuzer ($27.93), and the use of house and
garden as offered in the foundation document by Her Imperial Highness Archduchess Sophie. The institute also accepts the stipulations regarding the annual surplus of 164
florin ($62.32) from the foundation fund. 33
Resubmitting the draft of the foundation document, I
have only one thing to mention—that the Franciscans mentioned in No. 1 would be replaced with “the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame from Bavaria.”
In closing, I wish to entrust this institute to your continued benevolence. With the help and protection of God
and Your Excellency, may this little seedbed flourish and
bring forth good fruit to the joy and consolation of the holy
Catholic Church and the imperial state.
Requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully
yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3168: To Sebastian Freudenthaler
Labach near Rainbach
Receipt

October 26, 1860

According to a promissory note dated July 14, 1849, Sebastian Freudenthaler, sole owner of Farm No. 10 in
Labach, Rainbach parish, which is under the jurisdiction of
the Freistadt Castle, owed 100 florin ($40) to the kindergar33. Archduchess Sophie donated a bond worth 14,200 florin conventional currency ($5,680) that would yield 5% interest or 710 florin
($269.80) annually. After the sisters’ stipend and allotment for firewood were deducted, the remaining 164 florin ($62.32) were to be used
for building maintenance, fire insurance, medical and travel expenses,
and utensils. If it was necessary to raise the sisters’ stipend later, the
money could also be taken from these 164 florin. See Copia Publica
(Transcript, Generalate) 4160-67.
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ten in Freistadt. This is entered in the land register as
mortgaged property.
Since he paid this sum of 100 florin to the institute on
the feast of St. Michael this year, 34 which is hereby formally
and legally acknowledged, the undersigned local superior of
the institute approves the deletion of the entry in the land
register of this sum of 100 florin owed to the kindergarten.
Mission Convent of the Poor School Sisters
Freistadt, October 20, 1860
M. Xaveria Hermsen
Local Superior
Munich, October 26, 1860
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
3231: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
Our Central Motherhouse in Munich
February 26, 1861
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Presenting a copy of the enclosed directory of our religious institute for this year, I wish to express my deep gratitude for the undeserved benevolence you have granted the
sisters, and especially for graciously approving the reservation of the Blessed Sacrament in our sisters’ chapel in Freistadt. The sisters will take their responsibility seriously to
pray for you and for the flock entrusted to your care.
Please do not take it amiss if I use this opportunity to
bring another concern to your pastoral heart. The institute
in Freistadt is still in a constantly fluctuating state. Could
you please help us so that we can continue working there
from a secure vantage point?
I wish you good health and blessing for the coming feast
of St. Joseph!
34. September 29, 1860
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Entrusting our sisters in Traunkirchen, especially those
in the recently opened school there, 35 I remain respectfully
yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
3316: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
January 15, 1862

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Please do not take it amiss if I write once again about
our painful affair in Freistadt.
Mr. Caspar Schwarz36 wrote again recently, suggesting
a settlement. He asked that we would give Fanny 2,000
florin ($800) plus her house and garden, which would then
be placed at her disposal as her unrestricted property so that
she could manage it as formerly. According to the physicians’ statement, this is necessary if she is to be cured of her
mental illness.
However, if Fanny’s former property is not returned to
her, we should kindly settle the matter and, out of charity
and gratitude for the sacrifices she made, try to avoid a court
case. Moreover, the sisters should give Fanny the exceptionally large reimbursement of 250 florin ($100) from the
annuities every year.
During our last visit to Freistadt and Lasberg, 37 where
our father spiritual [Matthias Siegert] went with two candidates in order to invite Fanny to return to her property, she
said exactly the opposite. She does not want to take on this
burden again or return to the milling crowd.
35. The school for girls in Traunkirchen was entrusted to the Poor
School Sisters on November 5, 1860.
36. Caspar Schwarz (1811-79) was the mayor of Freistadt (1864-73)
and the brother of Frances Schwarz.
37. Lasberg, Frances Schwarz’s birthplace, is approximately 4.5 miles
(7.2 km) from Freistadt.
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I also made careful inquiries from our sisters in Freistadt and discovered that the sisters would have to pay
Fanny far more than the entire farm would bring in after
the expenses were deducted. Furthermore, only 50 florin
($20) would remain to cover the annual living expenses for
each of the nine persons employed in the school, kindergarten, needlework school, and farm.
I am enclosing a copy of my response to Mr. Schwarz 38
because I think it is necessary to give any correspondence
with him to you in confidence for your kind examination.
Entrusting the entire matter to your benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3472: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
Munich
November 26, 1862
J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Directory of the Mission Institutes of the Poor School Sisters
in the Diocese of Linz
Due to the infirm condition of Sisters M. Cosma Schwab
in Freistadt and M. Marka Holfelder in Traunkirchen,
changes in personnel were made in your diocese this fall.
The respectfully undersigned also submits the enclosed
directory of the current personnel in these two houses (just
as we do to all the bishops of dioceses where we have sisters) so that they can be included in the diocesan directory.
Everything remains the same in Freistadt. If only God
would help settle the tiresome affair there! How grateful
we would be to God and to you!
Entrusting our houses and sisters in your diocese to your
further benevolence and requesting your episcopal blessing,
I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
38. This letter is not included in the beatification collection.
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Directory
Freistadt

Traunkirchen

M. Xaveria Hermsen
Local Superior
M. Editha Grundner
M. Austeria Wirthl
Anna Bauer
Elise Norgauer
Frances [Anna] Königer

M. Edburga Schatzhuber
Local Superior
M. Bona Baier
M. Bonfilia Niedermayr
Anna Bayer

3507: To Sister M. Gabriela Pfaffenzeller
Temesvár, Hungary (Excerpt)

Gabriela!39

J!M!

Motherhouse
February 21, 1863

Dear Sister
. . . We also have an extern in Freistadt, Philomena Rappan, who has been with the sisters for several years and has
given complete satisfaction. According to statements by Sister Margaret [of Cortona Wiedemann], she sews very well
and can do the usual kind of needlework. If you are interested and could use her services, she would be willing to go
to Hungary. This young woman could travel with the
French teacher, whom we like, and then she would have a
companion, at least from Linz [Upper Austria]. Sister Margaret says that Philomena would be capable of conducting a
needlework school in the country. . . . 40

39. Sister M. Gabriela Pfaffenzeller was the superior in Temesvár.
40. Philomena became ill soon after and never went to Hungary.
Document 3507 can be found in its entirety in Volume 12 of Letters of
Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger.
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3708: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
September 24, 1864

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Fanny Schwarz from Freistadt, who is in Ischl this
year, 41 sent me another letter in which she demanded the
return of her property, just as her brothers did earlier, with
the remark that the cure of her mental illness and the return of her peace of mind are solely dependent on this. 42
I am sending the enclosed exact copy of her letter and
my reply, 43 along with my petition that this very painful
foundation, which has been hovering in the air for 11 years,
will finally be settled.
The foundation document, which we accepted, 44 is in
your possession and we will not refuse to comply with its
contents if everything that belongs to the foundation is
transferred to the order.
Respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3709: To Frances Schwarz
Ischl
J!M!

Munich
September 24, 1864

Dear Fanny!
Your esteemed letter sent from Ischl did not find me at
home, and having returned from my eight-week journey in
Franconia, I now wish to reply that, on my own authority, I
can do nothing in the matter since your foundation is a reli41. Now Bad Ischl, a health resort city in Upper Austria
42. See Document 3316, pp. 117-118. Evidently, Mother Theresa
heard from other family members in addition to Caspar Schwarz.
43. See Document 3709, pp. 120-121.
44. See Document 2600, pp. 85-89.
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gious foundation for which the bishop takes responsibility,
as he, himself, told me.
I am very sorry that the cause, which you began so joyfully out of love for God and in agreement with your mother
of blessed memory, has taken such a sorrowful turn. If you
would not have urgently begged us to come to Freistadt and
conduct the institute, or if we would have suspected from
afar that it would turn out this way, we would have gladly
spared you all this suffering and never gone to Freistadt.
Please believe, dear Fanny, that it really does not involve buildings, fields, or capital, but rather the fulfillment
of the purpose for which we followed your express call to
Freistadt—the glory of God and the children’s salvation—
and certainly for the sake of peace. In other places, we also
live on very limited means as do the Sisters of Charity,
whom you described to us.
Since it is a church-related foundation and was approved
by the bishop long ago, I will write to him again, discuss the
matter as openly as I am doing with you now, and willingly
submit to his decision because the situation is as painful for
us as it is for you and cannot continue in this manner. After
such a long time, the matter must be settled for once and for
all.
Therefore, dear Fanny, please be patient until this happens, just as we must be patient. Let us pray for each other
so that the decision will be to the greater glory of God and
for your salvation and ours!
Praised be Jesus Christ!
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus
3845: To Fr. Joseph Hanimaier
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
March 31, 1865

Very Reverend City Assistant!
The contents of your letter filled us with gratitude to God
because we see the sincere interest and prudence with which
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you are taking responsibility for the good cause by protecting and supporting it and coming to the help of the poor, distressed sisters in word and deed.
The sisters in Freistadt are in a very difficult situation.
In addition to their strenuous daily work, they have the
worry and concern regarding the foundation. If true friends
prove themselves reliable in time of need, then we can certainly welcome you as one of them.
In May it will be a full 12 years since we were called to
Freistadt, and we are still hovering in the air because we
never could find the underlying cause of the problem. Now
you have thoroughly examined the situation and worked on
it in a way that, at such a distance, we never could have
done. In the kindness of your heart, you offered to present
to the bishop 45 the principles set down in your letter to us.
We accept this offer with joy and gratitude and ask that,
with the grace of God, you would carry through on it because
it is impossible for us to remain in this burdensome state of
suspense. We will support you in this effort by praying that
God will grant it a good outcome.
We will gladly pay Fanny [Schwarz] an annual pension
of 100 florin ($40), but we cannot do more. With its small income, the Freistadt mission can hardly afford that much and
the motherhouse will have to take on the greater share of the
sacrifice just to keep the foundation alive. The 100 florin
will also cover the stipulations that Fanny demanded in her
contract. 46
Finally, we cannot help revealing to you in confidence
our secret and dearest wish that—if the foundation is settled
in the way you are proposing—both institutes (school and
kindergarten) could be brought together into one building
next to the Maria-Hilf Church, 47 whereby a long cherished
wish on the part of the town of Freistadt would also be fulfilled. With your kind mediation, the realization of this plan
might succeed after all! Perhaps we could lease the Schwarz
property or continue using it as we have been up to now.
45. Bishop Rudigier
46. See Document 2991, pp. 107-108.
47. Former name for the Church of Our Lady
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Entrusting the entire matter to your charity and insight
once again, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Theresa of Jesus
3890: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
July 30, 1865

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Appointment of an Extraordinary Confessor for the Poor
School Sisters in Traunkirchen
Since the Poor School Sisters in Traunkirchen do not
have an extraordinary confessor, 48 the respectfully undersigned requests that you would kindly appoint one for them.
Deeply grateful for the pastoral care that you so graciously give our sisters in your diocese, I remain respectfully
yours,
[No Signature]
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters

3914: To a Property Owner
Leonfelden
J!M!

Munich
August 27, 1865

Your Honor!
In your kind letter of August 8, you sent us a description
of your property in Leonfelden49 and offered to sell it to us.
48. In addition to an ordinary confessor, the bishop appointed an extraordinary confessor for each convent to administer the Sacrament of
Penance four times a year during Ember days.
49. Now known as Bad Leonfelden, this town is located about 12.5
miles (20 km) from Freistadt.
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We are very grateful for this, but we are sorry that, in
consideration of the entire situation, we cannot give an affirmative answer since the property is not suitable for our
purposes. We hope that you will find a buyer soon.
United in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

3925: To Mrs. Ruckerbauer
Leonfelden

September 11, 1865

J!M!
Dear Mrs. Ruckerbauer,
We are very grateful to you for your endeavors to obtain
a building for us. God will reward you! However, when we
looked into it further, we found that the building is not suitable for our purposes. We wrote this to the owner. 50
With regard to the farmer's daughter from there, if she
has a religious vocation, it will be easy for her to go to any
mission where she is sent. After she has completed the novitiate, God could easily lead her back to her own land, as was
the case with Sister Amatora [Ruckerbauer], who will soon
be called back to Vienna. In your letter, you did not mention
the young woman’s age or abilities, and therefore we are unable to say if we can accept her or not. We suggest that she
visit the sisters in Freistadt and bring along all her certificates.
So much in haste!
Praised be Jesus Christ! With prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
Mar. Ther. of Jesus

50. See Document 3914, pp. 123-124.
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Munich
October 12, 1865

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Personnel Change at the Mission Institute of the Poor School
Sisters in Traunkirchen, Diocese of Linz
The respectfully undersigned wishes to announce that
Sister M. Ernestina Baier returned to her former position in
Traunkirchen51 and that Sister M. Amatora Ruckenbauer,
who substituted for her, will return to our mission institute
in Vienna.
Entrusting our sisters in Freistadt and Traunkirchen to
your noble benevolence and requesting your episcopal blessing, I remain respectfully yours,
Mar. Th. of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
4010: To Fr. Joseph Hanimaier
Freistadt

Munich
March 5, 1866

J!M!
Very Reverend City Assistant!
We have been praying and consulting ever since the last
letters from Freistadt arrived, but because there was no end
to the demands and turmoil, we seriously considered completely abandoning the foundation.
Nevertheless, in your kind letter of February 5, you again
asked us to draw up the appendix52 as proposed.
Therefore, we wanted to try to settle the matter and rid ourselves of a burden that will only become heavier later on
when more repairs are needed on the building.
51. Candidate Anna Baier was called to Munich for reception in 1864
and a year later returned to Traunkirchen as Sister M. Ernestina.
52. See Document 4013, pp. 129-133.
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Dear Sister Xaveria [Hermsen] has her own way of calculating things. Who can guarantee that the sisters will
continue to have boarders, pupils for private lessons in elementary subjects and needlework, or donations? These
things are so precarious that it is impossible to rely on them.
The fixed income is therefore limited to the interest from the
foundation’s capital investments and from tuition. The expenses of farm labor, implements, building repairs, and so
forth use up almost all the earnings from the farm, and if
the harvest is bad, there is no income at all.
Would you kindly read our letter addressed to Sister
Xaveria53 and, in your charity, try to persuade Mr. [Caspar]
Schwarz, who has already done so much good, to deliver the
last stone to the temple and either cover the legal expenses
or convince the foundress 54 to do this? Then the foundation
document can be freely transferred to the sisters, just as it
is done everywhere else.
If you do not succeed, then of course Sister Xaveria will
have to make use of our letter with the diocesan consistory.
In the meantime, we will pray that God’s will be done. Once
again, we place the painful Freistadt affair into your hands,
trusting in your reliable prudence that, with God’s grace,
you will bring this affair to a successful conclusion. Please
do not grow weary with us!
If no unforeseen obstacle occurs in the meantime, the superior of our motherhouse here 55 will come to Freistadt at
the beginning of next week. God grant that this time you
will be able to give her good news about the result of your efforts!
United in prayer,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

53. See Document 4011, pp. 127-128.
54. Frances Schwarz
55. Sister M. Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann
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4011: To Sister M. Xaveria Hermsen
Freistadt
Central Motherhouse in Munich
March 5, 1866
To Sister M. Xaveria, Local Superior, from the Generalate
We are returning the documents you presented us. They
were set aside for some time because—after everything that
has already happened—it was difficult for us to begin negotiations again with regard to the foundation that has been
hovering in the air for 12 years.
The difficult situation requires that we briefly summarize all the facts in order to gain an insight into the matter
and then draw the proper conclusions.
The objectives of the foundation include conducting a
kindergarten, a needlework school, and an elementary
school for girls, as well as running the farm. At least ten
persons are required to accomplish these objectives. The
farm income, capital interest, and tuition for school and
kindergarten, which are to provide the sisters’ support,
amount to scarcely 60 florin ($24) per person per year. In
days of sickness and health, this sum must cover the cost of
food, clothing, and travel.
Before God, we honestly endeavored to fulfill the purpose of the foundation. We offered to give the entire foundation back to Fanny [Schwarz] after she was upset about
the transfer of the foundation property to us, but she did not
accept this. Despite our repeated invitations to her in her
ailing condition, Fanny did not return to Freistadt or to any
of our other houses. She asked to be treated like a sister and would have given us remuneration for room and
board, we consented to pay her 100 florin ($40) annually as compensation instead.
Furthermore, even though the foundation is a local foundation and will remain as such, we assumed the debt of
1,000 florin ($400) which was never mentioned in the foundation document or in verbal negotiations.
In order to comply with the foundation purpose, we took
over the elementary school for girls, which requires three
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teachers and a lay servant. The school, however, provided
us with an income of only 129 florin ($51.60) last year and
the foundation did not cover the deficit.
Fanny retains the honorary title to the foundation. As
far as we are concerned, this is proper and will be preserved
and protected. From the very beginning, the generalate
never considered disputing Fanny’s right to this title and
never demanded that it, the generalate, would be considered
a co-founder with her. After the institute was burdened
with one expense after another that was never mentioned
in the foundation document, it was you, the local superior
in Freistadt, who thought that this should be addressed. We
are very sorry that even one word about this was spoken.
This difference of opinion surfaced on its own.
Now the foundress refuses to cover the legal expenses
for transferring her foundation, which is what founders do
everywhere else. It is absolutely too much for us to assume
this additional burden. Moreover, if the sisters are to eke
out such a poor way of life, it speaks for itself that neither
the order nor the mission in Freistadt can take on this additional expense. The sisters are in great need of the income
they receive above and beyond what comes from this local
foundation and it may not be decreased.
For these reasons, there is no other solution than to sell
one piece of the foundation property in order to cover these
expenses. This sale of property must be recorded in the appendix to the foundation document or, better still, omitted in
a new, revised foundation document so that this painful
matter may be concluded.
Sister Xaveria, you must now bring the matter to the respective authorities and settle it immediately in the manner stated above in this letter.
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
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Munich
March 26, 1866

Appendix or Subsequent Statement

This appendix or subsequent statement is attached to
the foundation document drawn up by Miss Frances
Schwarz on April 4, 1858, to the additional statements made
on April 14, 1858, to a letter of acceptance from the general
superior of the order of the Poor School Sisters of Notre
Dame dated April 18, 1858, 56 and to the contract entered
into by both parties on October 29, 1859. 57
In order to bring the foundation for the Poor School Sisters in Freistadt to a definite conclusion, the signatories,
that is, Miss Frances Schwarz of Freistadt and the general
superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame in the Munich Motherhouse, agree to the following:
I.
The foundation document, signed on April 4 and April
18, 1858, as well as the additional statement of April 14,
1858, and the contract signed on October 29, 1859, remain
completely unchanged in content and form. This appendix
is to be attached to these documents as an additional and
final agreement. All these documents constitute a whole
and are to be handled as such. Having said this:
II.
In the foundation document dated April 4 and April 18,
1858, the following modifications are made:
In Paragraph II, 2, the passage, “Under all circumstances, this house and farm must always remain a foundation and may never be used by the order for other
purposes,” 58 is no longer in force and hereby replaced with
the following:
56. See Document 2600, pp. 85-89.
57. See Document 2991, pp. 107-108.
58. In Document 2600, this point reads, “Under all circumstances,
this house and farm must always remain a foundation and may never be
sold by the order for other purposes.”
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“The institute is free to use as it wishes the houses and
land at No. 47 and No. 67 in the Bohemian Suburb of Freistadt and is therefore free to lease, sell, or exchange this
property, but always under the express condition that the
proceeds from these transactions remain secured and undiminished as part of the original foundation for Freistadt.
So that they will be remembered in perpetuity, the
names of those who have contributed funds for the establishment of the institute are added to Paragraph II, 5 as follows:
a. His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty Francis
Joseph gave State Bonds No. 56821 and 56822 from the year
1858, 100 florin each or 200 florin conventional currency
($80) at 5%, as well as 60 6/7 florin in conventional currency
($24) deposited in the Linz Savings Bank. 59
b. Her Imperial and Royal Majesty Empress Caroline
Augusta gave State Bonds No. 229323 for 1848, 100 florin
conventional currency ($40) at 5%; No. 16101 for 1852, 1,000
florin conventional currency ($400) at 5%; No. 29288 for
1852, 1,000 florin conventional currency ($400) at 5%; No.
29289 for 1852, 1,000 florin conventional currency ($400) at
5%; and No. 285394 for 1852, 1,000 florin conventional cur-

rency ($400) at 5%.
c. His Imperial Highness Archduke Francis 60 gave 100 florin
conventional currency ($40).
d. His Imperial Highness Archduke Carl Louis 61 gave 50 florin conventional currency ($20).
e. Her Imperial Highness Archduchess Sophie gave 50 florin
conventional currency ($20).
(The donations listed under c, d, and e are guaranteed by a
promissory note, dated 1854, for 200 florin ($80) at 5% from Francis and Magdalena Stohlberger.)
f. Bishop Gregory Thomas Ziegler gave Bond No. 56334 for
1852 at 5%.
g. The deceased Mrs. Theresa Schwarz gave a legacy of
3,000 florin conventional currency ($1,200) at 5%.
59. In the final foundation document, the amount is given as 58 florin. See Document 4560, p. 147.
60. Husband of Archduchess Sophie
61. Son of Archduchess Sophie

1859—1868

131

h. Several anonymous donors gave Bond No. 13959 for
1852, 500 florin conventional currency ($200) at 5%.
i. M. Miehsenberger, gave Bond No. 15130 for 1791, 500
florin Vienna currency ($200) at 2.5%. 62
j. —
k. An anonymous donor gave No. 130958, 100 florin conventional currency ($40) at 5%.
l. Mr. [Sebastian] Freudenthaler, Innkeeper, No. 48233,
100 florin conventional currency ($40) at 4%. 63
m. His Imperial and Royal Majesty Emperor Ferdinand
gave 100 florin in cash ($40).
With regard to Paragraph II, 5 d, let it be noted that according to her last will and testament, the now deceased
Anna Nadelhofer did not give 100 florin ($40) but only 10
florin ($4), which have also been deposited.
Moreover, Anna Tröbinger from Neumark promised the
institute 2,000 florin conventional currency ($800). This
contribution is secured in the land register but it has not
been deposited yet.
III.
The contents of Paragraph I, 4 in the foundation document of April 4 and April 18, 1858, as well as the entire contract relative to this paragraph dated October 29, 1859, are
fixed and irrevocable from now on as follows:
Miss Frances Schwarz permanently relinquishes room
and board at the institute. In exchange, the institute is
obliged to pay Miss Frances Schwarz an annual sum of 100
florin ($38)—one hundred florin Austrian currency—for the
rest of her life, beginning with the year 1865. This will be
paid semi-annually, that is, on January 1 and July 1 of each
year, in valid currency, either into her own hands or into the
hands of her authorized representative. In accordance with
Paragraph VII of this Appendix, this annual compensation
is for Miss Frances Schwarz and must be entered into the
62. Vienna currency was another currency used in Austria prior to
1857. The percentage is given as 3.5 on the final foundation document.
See Document 4560, p. 148.
63. See Document 3168, pp. 115-116.
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land register under House No. 67 in the Bohemian Suburb
at the institute’s expense.
IV.
In the appendix to the foundation document of April 4
and April 18, 1858, the words, “fulfilled by another order of
women religious,” are to be followed by the words, “or transferred to another order of School Sisters from an Austrian
motherhouse. In either of these two cases, however, this
only applies to Freistadt.”
V.
The institute will assume the debt of 1,000 florin (one
thousand gulden conventional currency) ($400) on the house
No. 47 in the Bohemian Suburb and will pay the interest
due since April 1, 1865. In exchange, Miss Frances Schwarz
will not claim any monetary compensation for board during
her absence up to January 1, 1865.
From its own funds, the institute will also cover all legal
expenses arising from this foundation as well as expenses
for the registration of property and the guarantee of the
compensation of 100 florin ($38) mentioned in Paragraph III
of this Appendix.
VI.
The foundress, Miss Frances Schwarz, will make no further claims of any kind on the institute above and beyond
the annual compensation of 100 florin cited in Paragraph
III, nor will she make any further contributions to the institute, regardless of what these contributions are called.
VII.
Immediately after this Appendix is signed by both parties, Miss Frances Schwarz hereby grants permission for the
institute to take possession of the two houses, No. 47 and
No. 67, in the Bohemian Suburb of Freistadt, together with
the piece of property consisting of 10.5 acres (4.25 ha) and to
register these at its own expense. Thus the fixed annual
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compensation of 100 florin designated for her and mentioned in Paragraph III of this Appendix will be guaranteed
in the land register under House No. 67.
Documented by the following handwritten signatures:
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
Munich, March 26, 1866
M. Theresa of Jesus
Ischl, April 18, 1866

Frances Schwarz

135

1869—1876
4371: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt

Amberg
August 26, 1869

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
Although on a journey, I would like to respond by saying
that what you told us on July 29 has been on our mind for a
long time, since we knew that the benefice was not being
handled properly. It was for this reason alone that we sent
the superior of our motherhouse in Munich, M. Margaret [of
Cortona Wiedemann], to Linz, so that through personal consultation with the bishop, 1 things would be put right again,
but this attempt was unsuccessful. Fr. [Joseph] Hanimaier
offered to accept the position of beneficiary, but this did not
happen either. It is unknown to us what obstacles stood in
the way. 2
We regret the present state of affairs in Freistadt no less
than you, Fanny, but we are unable to do anything about it
unless you personally intervene.
Since you are the
foundress, your word will certainly have weight with the
bishop of Linz. We ask, therefore, that you would also take
the necessary steps in the matter. We are not opposed to of-

1. Bishop Rudigier
2. According to the Freistadt Chronicle, Fr. Seraphinus Guth, a Piarist, was the beneficiary from October 1, 1864, until September 1868.
Sister Margaret of Cortona visited Freistadt on December 9, 1868. After
this visit, Fr. Hanimaier was appointed the sisters’ confessor as well as
the beneficiary. Nevertheless, on December 31, 1868, he said the last
Mass and removed the Blessed Sacrament from the convent. The sisters
then moved into the school building and attended Mass in the parish
church. Two sisters walked daily to the convent building where they conducted the kindergarten. The chronicle gives no reason for this situation.
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fering and granting your family—the Schwarz family—a
joint right in the appointment of the beneficiary, but whoever is suggested must also be suitable as the sisters’ confessor.
Fanny, you have already done so much for God's work in
Freistadt, but please do this one additional favor. God will
abundantly reward everything here on earth and in the
world to come. 3
Requesting that you would remember us in prayer, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4408: To the Diocesan Ordinariate
Linz
J!M!

January 6, 1870

Diocesan Ordinariate of Linz!
The respectfully undersigned wishes to inform you that
Sister M. Edith Grundner, who conducted the kindergarten
in Freistadt until now, was called from there, and that Sister Alana Kotzbauer was sent in her place. Sister M. Landeline Eichner was also sent to Freistadt where she will
work in the kitchen and the household.
Recommending our sisters in Freistadt and Traunkirchen to your worthy benevolence, I remain respectfully
yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus

3. On September 14, 1869, Fr. Hanimaier again celebrated Mass in
the convent chapel and reserved the Blessed Sacrament there. Mother
Theresa and Sister M. Hermanna Glink visited Freistadt on October 11,
the same day that Fr. Hanimaier received the bishop’s official appointment as beneficiary.
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4423: To Fr. Joseph Hanimaier
Freistadt
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Munich
March 12, 1870

J!M!
Very Reverend Professor and Beneficiary!
Please accept the expression of our sincere gratitude as
we return the draft of the foundation document and the enclosures. 4 With God’s grace, you made great efforts to bring
the long, drawn-out affair to a successful resolution for once
and for all. We again wish to express our gratitude for all
the work, worry, and unpleasantries that you undertook for
this cause.
Please do not grow weary of the work begun—God will
repay what we cannot!
We send our heartfelt best wishes for the coming feast of
St. Joseph when we will entrust your intentions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus at Holy Communion.
Requesting that you would remember us in prayer and
entrusting our sisters in Freistadt to your continued care
and kindness, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4456: To Fr. Joseph Hanimaier
Freistadt
J!M!

Munich
June 12, 1870

Very Reverend Professor!
Recently you kindly helped the sisters in Freistadt with
their official correspondence by writing the papers for them.
We sincerely thank you and ask that you do not grow weary
of the task. Although the world's reward is ingratitude,
there is One who lives above the stars and knows how to reward the least service.
4. The draft and enclosures were not included in the beatification
collection.

138

Mission to Upper Austria

Fanny [Schwarz] wrote and asked for a statement requesting that, sometime in the future, a Franciscan or Capuchin would accept the benefice in Freistadt. Although she
assured us that she has already received the bishop's approval, the realization of this plan, which includes the establishment of a hospice, is still very uncertain.
We gave her the requested statement, but we also asked
that she would not take you from us. Even if Fanny withholds the rent, the generalate will take responsibility for
providing it. We ask, however, that you would not spend so
much money for the purchase of books, drawings, and so
forth for the sisters.
We (our father spiritual[Matthias Siegert] and I) wondered whether the second passage penciled into the draft
should be reworked as noted in the margin. Fr. Siegert
thought that in this form it might provoke fewer objections.
Asking that you would remember us at the Altar of the
Lord, I remain respectfully yours,
The grateful Poor School Sister,
M. Th. of J.
Statement
If the relevant conditions of the benefice bequeathed by
Fanny Schwarz and her departed mother for the benefit of
the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame are fulfilled through
its transfer, the generalate of the Poor School Sisters is in
complete agreement with the transfer of this bequest to the
Franciscans or the Capuchins in accordance with the express wish of Miss Frances Schwarz.
Munich, June 12, 1870
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
M. Theresa of Jesus
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4458: To Frances Schwarz
Freistadt
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Munich
June 18, 1870

J!M!
Dear Fanny!
The sad news, which our sisters from Freistadt had already told us, was confirmed by your letter of May 28. 5 You
may be assured of our sincere sympathy in the loss you have
suffered. We have already prayed for your departed reverend brother and will continue to do so.
Thank you very much for the memorial card and the precious medal which you sent. This gave us great joy, but no
less joy than the thought that you have not forgotten us.
Regarding the benefice, we agree with you that it would
be more secure if it could eventually be given to a Franciscan or a Capuchin hospice. We cherish the hope that the
sisters, who have a very worthy priest in Fr. [Joseph] Hanimaier, will always have an order priest as a good confessor.
The statement that we drew up in order to make this,
your devout wish, a reality is enclosed. 6
Requesting your prayer and continued benevolence and
asking that you would not take Fr. Hanimaier from us, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus

4477: To Archduchess Sophie
J!M!

September 25, 1870

Your Imperial Highness! Most Serene Archduchess!
Our dear sisters in Traunkirchen told us that Your Imperial Highness recently visited them and inquired about
5. Fr. Sebastian Schwarz died in Vöcklabruck on May 14, 1870.
6. In the beatification collection, the statement, dated June 12,
1870, was attached to Document 4456, also dated June 12, 1870.
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their mother superior and the progress of our original house
in Neunburg vorm Wald.
Please accept the expression of my gratitude for this undeserved favor as well as for all the kind generosity already
bestowed on our sisters in Traunkirchen. With grateful
hearts, the good sisters told us of the motherly love with
which you had their house restored to good condition after it
suffered damage due to its location. 7 Please be assured that,
together with the children entrusted to them, they pray daily
for the well-being of their noble benefactor. It gave me great
joy last fall when we had the opportunity to see for ourselves
how well the little ones are being taught and trained. 8
In Neunburg, our cradle, everything continues to go its
quiet way as formerly. Nine sisters are now living in the little convent where the girls and young women of the weekday
and holiday schools are entrusted to them.
Our field of labor in Austria has now been extended into
Styria, where the countess in Wildon 9 used her own means to
build a small convent and then entrusted the girls of her domain to our sisters. They have been working there since
April. On September 2, they had the first public examination
with the little ones, which went well to everyone’s satisfaction.
Please be assured that we also pray daily for the entire
Imperial House. The pleading of so many poor orphans—
whom we strive to form and educate in reverence and love for
God—will pierce the clouds and draw down God's blessing.
Together with the expression of our deep gratitude, we
add our petition that you would not withdraw your benevolence from those who remain in deepest respect to Your Imperial Highness!
M. Th. of Jesus
7. According to the Traunkirchen Chronicle, the convent, which was
built into rock along the lake, threatened to collapse and sink due to the
damage caused by the humidity. Archduchess Sophie donated 900 florin
($342) to cover the cost of having the building repaired.
8. Mother Theresa and Sister M. Hermanna Glink visited Traunkirchen on October 13, 1869.
9. Countess Marie des Enffans d'Avernas and her husband, Count
Henry, owned large tracts of land and the castle, Neuschloss, near Wildon
in Styria, which is located south of Vienna.
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4524: To the Imperial and Royal Local School Council
Traunkirchen
Munich
January 1, 1871
J!M!
Statement
The generalate hereby states that the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame who conduct the school for girls in
Traunkirchen do not lay claim to the full salary of an elementary teacher. Nevertheless, because of the increased
cost of food, they request a modest increase in the compensation allotted to them and will be satisfied with an annual
sum of 200 florin Austrian currency ($76) for their support.
Munich, January 1, 1871
The Generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
M. Theresa of Jesus
4555: To the Imperial and Royal Local School Council
Traunkirchen
Munich
April 16, 1871
Imperial and Royal Local School Council in Traunkirchen!
Revocation of a Temporary Measure and Definite Allocation of an Appropriate Teacher’s Salary
The respectfully undersigned ventures to respond to
your esteemed letter of February 17, 1871, as follows:
Anna Baier, a teacher whose religious name is Sister M.
Ernestina, earned her teaching qualification in Linz and
presented her examination certificate to the imperial and
royal district school supervisor at Gmunden on Ebensee
[sic]. 10 On October 29, 1860, the imperial and royal govern-

10. Gmunden and Ebensee are towns located on Traunsee, a lake in
Upper Austria.
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ment responded with Communication No. 25084, which
stated that, as far as the government was concerned, there
was nothing against handing over the school for girls in
Traunkirchen to the authorized School Sisters.
This same teacher has successfully conducted the school
for girls in Traunkirchen for more than ten years. If she becomes incapacitated, she will not become a burden to the
city or the state since the order will care for her.
Finally, since the generalate found nothing in the new
school laws to which it could not submit, 11 it certainly cannot be considered presumptuous if the respectfully undersigned submits her petition that the temporary measure
would be revoked 12 and that an appropriate teacher’s salary
would be finally allocated.
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters
A copy of this letter has been sent to the diocesan ordinariate in Linz where it will be kept on file.
4558: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
April 25, 1871

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
The Schools for Girls at Traunkirchen and Freistadt
11. New school laws in Austria determined that the direction and
supervision of the schools was the exclusive right of the state. The entire
school system was reorganized so that lay personnel supervised the
schools at every level. According to the regulations regarding church and
school relationships, dated May 25, 1868, the respective churches still
had charge of religious instruction in the schools, but “the rest of the subjects were independent of the influence of any church or religious community.” Religious schools could be recognized as public schools if they
followed all the laws of the land regarding education. See Copia Publica,
4207-14.
12. See Document 3087, pp. 112-113.
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Through the pastor in Traunkirchen, 13 we received a letter from the district school council of Gmunden requesting
the respectfully undersigned to make a statement that our
Sister M. Ernestina Baier will unconditionally submit to all
the regulations and orders of the new laws and obey them
without exception, just as the secular teachers in the public
schools do. We must also state that nothing in our rule prevents her from doing this.
This elementary teacher took the prescribed Austrian
examination in Linz so that she could conduct a class in the
public schools. In October 1860, she received permission
from the diocesan consistory and the imperial and royal government to conduct the school for girls in Traunkirchen.
She has adhered to the prescribed teaching curriculum.
In the new school laws, we found nothing contrary to our
faith or the rule of our order. Religion may be taught according to Catholic belief and it is always left up to the
teachers to impart and explain the other branches of learning to the children in accordance with their confessional adherence. Therefore, we find nothing to prevent us from
making the above statement.
Nevertheless, since we cannot determine the consequences of such a statement, we ask that you would kindly
give us directions in this regard soon, since Freistadt in
Upper Austria could also demand a similar statement and
we would know what course to follow. Then, on the one
hand, we will not have to give up the schools for girls in
both places while, on the other hand, we will not be taking
any definite steps in this regard without the knowledge and
approval of our bishop.
Requesting your episcopal blessing and presenting a
copy of the small directory of our order, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

13. Fr. Leopold Stadler
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4560: Foundation Document
Foundation Document

May 8, 1871

In order to fulfill the often expressed will of her now deceased mother for the greater glory of the Triune God and in
honor of Mary, the Most Holy and Immaculate Mother of
God, St. Joseph, St. Teresa, and St. Frances, Frances
Schwarz, unmarried daughter of a merchant from Freistadt,
resolved in 1858 to found an institute of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame from the central motherhouse in Munich
for the welfare of the Church, of the state, and the town of
Freistadt in particular.
In order to fulfill the three-fold purpose of the foundation the sisters will (1) take charge of a kindergarten, (2)
conduct a needlework school for girls, and (3) be ready at
any time to conduct the elementary school for girls in order
to bring about the long desired separation of the girls from
the boys in school.
To this end, necessary agreements were made in four
documents:
1. The Foundation Document Draft signed by Miss
Frances Schwarz on April 4, 1858, and by the general superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame in Munich on
April 18, 1858 14
2. The Statement signed by the general superior on
April 14, 1858 15
3. The Contract signed on October 29, 1859 16
4. The Appendix signed by Miss Frances Schwarz on
April 18, 1866, and by the General Superior on March 26,
1866. 17
After the foundation obligations had been fulfilled for a period of ten years, these documents were presented to the imperial and royal government for approval in 1869. Nevertheless, according to Imperial and Royal Decree No.
14.
15.
16.
17.

See Document 2600, pp. 85-89.
See Document 2600, p. 89.
See Document 2991, pp. 107-108.
See Document 4013, pp. 129-133.
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11949, dated December 6, 1869, the imperial and royal government indicated that, because of the changes that were
made in the original conditions in the meantime, these documents could not be approved.
Therefore, in order to comply with the instructions of the
imperial and royal government, the foundation document
will be prepared in a new form in accordance with the four
original documents. With this new form, the currently binding obligations, the names of the benefactors and their contributions to this foundation, and the present status of the
foundation property can be precisely determined.
I. Contributions to the Foundation from the Foundress:
A. Property
The following buildings and land were donated by Miss
Frances Schwarz for the purpose of founding the institute:
1. The one-story house, No. 67 in the Bohemian Suburb,
which she inherited from her mother, Mrs. Theresa Schwarz
This building has two heated and three unheated rooms
on the ground floor, and two heated and two unheated rooms
in addition to grain bins on the first floor. There is also a cellar and a cow barn. The entire building, including the courtyard, covers an area of 447 square yards (373.75 m2).
2. The one-story house, No. 47 in the Bohemian Suburb,
with two larger and four smaller rooms in addition to a
kitchen
One of the smaller rooms is used as a chapel. The building is on a lot with 227 square yards (189.8 m2).
3. The wooden barn with a straw-thatched roof in the
so-called Gasslpoint Meadow, which is located on a lot with
252 square yards (210.7 m2)
4. The land belonging to the house, No. 67, which, according to an extract from the Survey and Appraisal Statement for the Universal Land Register, found on page 235 of
the Property Ledger, amounts to 6 acres (2.4 ha) in fields, 2.9
acres (1.2 ha) in meadowland, 1 acre (.4 ha) in gardens, .55
acre (.23 ha) in common pastures, and 241 square yards (.02
ha) in fallow land
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Including the lot, this comes to a total of 10.5 acres (4.25
ha) with net proceeds of 51 florin, 57.5 kreuzer ($20.80).
5. The garden belonging to the house, No. 47, which, according to an extract from the Survey and Appraisal Statement for the Universal Land Register, found on page 215 of
the Property Ledger, covers 659 square yards (551 m2), with
net proceeds of 1 florin, 21.25 kreuzer (54¢)
6. In addition to the buildings and land listed in Paragraphs 1 through 5, the foundress also donated three cows
and the available farm equipment, as well as the iron ore
shares attached to the properties at No. 47 and No. 67 with
annual earnings of approximately 7 florin ($2.80).
The generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
signed the Appendix mentioned in the introduction on
March 25, 1866, and Miss Frances Schwarz signed it on
April 18, 1866. On August 25, 1867, the Religious Institute
of the Poor School Sisters, at its own expense, was registered
as the owner of the property listed above in Paragraphs 1
through 6 in the Land Register of the Town of Freistadt, Extract No. 172, Volume II, Folio 50, and Register A, No. 316,
Volume II, Folio 310. This was done in accordance with
Paragraph VII of the Appendix, and with the Judicial District Approval, No. 1842/II, given on August 23, 1867.
According to the original draft of the Foundation Document and the Appendix, the institute is free to dispose of the
buildings and land at No. 47 and No. 67 in the Bohemian
Suburb of Freistadt as it wishes. Therefore, it is free to
lease, sell, or exchange this property, but with the express
condition that the proceeds from these transactions always
remain fixed and undiminished as part of the original foundation for Freistadt.
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B. Capital
Original Document
Amount
Category

Acquisition

Specified
Donation

Conventional

State Bond

-

Conventional

State Bond

Gift from
His Majesty
Francis Joseph I

For the needlework
school, according to a
handwritten Imperial
and Royal Letter of
April 14, 1858

58

-

Conventional

Savings
Bank in Linz

5

100

-

Conventional

State Bond

9/4/1852

5

1,000

-

Conventional

Gift from Her Majesty Empress
Caroline Augusta

For the needlework
school and the
kindergarten

29288

9/4/1852

5

1,000

-

Conventional

7.

29289

9/4/1852

5

1,000

-

Conventional

8.

285394

5/1/1847

5

1,000

-

Conventional

No.

ID No.

Date, Series,
Redemption
Number

%

Florin

1.

56821

9/30/1851
Series A

5

100

-

2.

56822

9/30/1851
Series A

5

100

3.

22745

4

4.

229323

3/1/1848

5.

16101

6.

-

Kreuzer

Currency
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11/10/1854

5

200

-

Conventional

Promissory
Note

Gift from
Their Imperial
Highnesses,
Archdukes
Francis Charles
(100 florin) and
Louis ( 50 florin),
and Archduchess
Sophie ( 50 florin)

For the needlework
school and the
kindergarten

10.

56334

1/1/1829

5

100

-

Conventional

State Bond

Gift from Bishop
Gregory Thomas
[Ziegler]

Kindergarten,
according to the last
will and testament

11.

13959

3/1/1830

5

500

-

Conventional

State Bond

Anonymous
Benefactor

For the purposes of
all three institutes

12.

15130

8/1/1791
Series 379

3.5

500

-

Vienna

Floating
Bond

M. Miehsenberger

For the sanctuary
lamp

13.

130958

3/1/1841

5

100

-

Conventional

State Bond

Anonymous
Benefactor

For the kindergarten

14.

48233

3/1/1843

4

100

-

Conventional

State Bond

Ferdinand [sic]
Freudenthaler

For the kindergarten
according to the document of donation
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15.

3561

12/1/1858

16.

-

-

17.

-

-

18.

-

7/11/1859

5

149

160

-

Austrian

State Bond

Gift from
His Majesty
Emperor
Ferdinand

For the kindergarten

10

-

Austrian

Cash

According to the
last will and
testament of Anna
Nadelhofer

For the sanctuary
lamp

4

100

-

Conventional

State Bond

Anonymous
in 1868

5

3,000

-

Conventional
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Remarks on Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17: With an exchange of currency, the assets
listed above (with the exception of No. 9 and No. 18) were
combined into two state bonds, that is, State Bond No. 9065
with a face value of 5,700 florin Austrian currency (five
thousand seven hundred guldens Austrian currency)
($2,166), Vienna, August 1, 1869, and State Bond No. 1327
with a face value of 100 florin Austrian currency (one hundred guldens Austrian currency) ($38), Vienna, January 1,
1869. Both bonds are attached to the Educational Institute
of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame in Freistadt in
Upper Austria as the Frances Schwarz Foundation, and permission from the foundation is needed for the sale or transfer of these bonds.
No. 9: According to promissory notes of November 10,
1854, and January 23, 1870, these 200 florin in conventional
currency ($80) were lent at 5% to Francis and Theresa Mayr,
a married couple who succeeded Francis and Magdalena
Stohlberger as owners of the timber yard at No. 10 Unterrauchenödt. This sum is fully guaranteed according to the
extract from the Land Register of Propertied Subjects, Volume I, Folio 5, and Volume I, Folio 3.
No. 15: The state bond at 160 florin Austrian currency
($60.80), listed under No. 15, originated with a cash donation of 100 florin conventional currency ($40) from His
Majesty Emperor Ferdinand. This money was lent to Sebastian Freudenthaler for a limited time and is now contained in State Bond No. 9065.

No. 18: The 3,000 florin conventional currency or 3,150 florin
Austrian currency ($1,200) 18 listed under No. 18 were bequeathed
by Mrs. Theresa Schwarz, widow of a merchant and owner of House
No. 67 in the Bohemian Suburb, in her handwritten appendix to her
last will and testament dated August 29, 1854.
A separate foundation document for these 3,150 florin was
signed on July 11, 1859, and approved by the diocesan ordinariate
on January 15, 1867 (No. 147) and the imperial

18. With the currency reform in 1857, 1 florin conventional currency
was equal to 1.05 florin Austrian currency.
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and royal government on February 11, 1867 (No. 969). 19
On November 5, 1856, the imperial and royal district office in Freistadt legally transferred these 3,150 florin in Austrian currency to the Religious Institute of the Poor School
Sisters as a share from the total capital of 10,000 florin conventional currency ($4,000), which was legally attached to
the houses, No. 113 and No. 123 at the Upper Water Gate in
Linz belonging to the married couple, Bartholomew and
Anna Kögler, by reason of a promissory note dated February
9, 1852. Based on the document of the recognition of the
married couple’s debt dated August 11, 1857, and mentioned
above, this share was entered into the land register to the
benefit of the institute. Since there was proof of the legal
security of the transfer of the share of the capital, the imperial and royal government of Linz approved this transaction on April 21, 1857 (No. 6578).
N.B. The donor, Miss Frances Schwarz, will not make
any further claim of any kind on the institute beyond the
annual compensation of 100 florin Austrian currency ($38)
from the institute, listed under No. 4, nor will she make any
further contributions of any kind to the institute.
II. Services Provided by the Institute
1. The School Sisters of Notre Dame have conducted the
kindergarten since 1853.
2. The needlework school for girls has also existed under
their direction since 1853.

3. By virtue of the Imperial and Royal Government Decree
No. 5458, April 21, 1859, the elementary school for girls with three
classes was transferred to the School Sisters of Notre Dame as of
October 1, 1859, with the instruction that the three teachers must
take the teachers’ examination in Austria. On April 14, 1858, the
General Superior of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame, M.
Theresa of Jesus, delivered the following statement that was cited
in the introduction:
“As requested, the undersigned hereby submits her statement
that the order of the Poor School Sisters is willing to conduct the

elementary

school

for

girls

in

Freistadt

at

19. A copy of this document is on file at the mission in Freistadt.

any
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time for the salary agreed upon since she does not wish to
impose any additional burden on the town.
“The teaching sisters always comply with existing
Church and civil laws with regard to education, submit to
the respective authorities, use the prescribed textbooks, and
do not claim a pension from the state or city when incapacitated by old age or illness.” 20
Due to the new educational situation, 21 the same general
superior was requested to modify the last sentence as follows: “The teaching sisters always comply with existing
Church and civil laws with regard to education, submit to
the lawful authorities, use the prescribed textbooks, and do
not claim a pension from the state, the district, or the city
when incapacitated by old age or illness.”
4. According to the Appendix, dated March 26 and April
18, 1866, 22 instead of providing Miss Frances Schwarz with
room and board at the institute as stipulated in the contract
of October 29, 1859, 23 the institute will pay her an annual
sum of 100 florin Austrian currency (one hundred florin Austrian currency) ($38). This sum will be paid semi-annually,
that is, on January 1 and July 1 of each year, in valid currency, either into her own hands or into the hands of her authorized representative, retroactively beginning with the
year 1865 24 and continuing for the rest of her life.

In accordance with Paragraph III and Paragraph VII of the
Appendix mentioned above and at the institute’s expense, this annual compensation was guaranteed in favor of Miss Frances
Schwarz in the Land Register of the City of Freistadt, Volume A,
No. 316, Register II, Folio 310, under House No. 67 in the Bohemian Suburb. This was a result of Judicial District Approval No.
1842/II given on August 23, 1867, which is in accordance with the
extract from the Land Register dated August 25, 1867.
5. By virtue of the extract from the Land Register of the
City of Freistadt, Volume A, No 172, Register Volume II,
Folio 50, and in accordance with Paragraph V of the Ap20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

See Document 2600, p. 89.
See Footnote 11, p. 142.
See Document 4013, pp. 129-133.
See Document 2991, pp. 107-108.
See Document 3845, pp. 121-123.
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pendix, the institute will pay the debt of 1,000 florin conventional currency (one thousand guldens conventional currency) ($400) as well as the regular 5% interest due since
April 1, 1865, which is attached to House No. 47 in the Bohemian Suburb.
6. The School Sisters must also cover all the necessary
expenses for services in their chapel, attend the foundation
Masses to be said by the beneficiary, and have the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered annually on the feasts of the Most
Holy Trinity, the Holy Name of Jesus, and the Immaculate
Conception of Mary in honor of these holy mysteries and for
the foundress, whom they will remember daily in prayer.
On the days when foundation Masses are said, they will
pray the rosary and litany for the foundress and her mother.
Addendum
If it is no longer possible for the School Sisters from the
motherhouse in Munich to conduct the institutes listed
above—the kindergarten, the needlework school, and the elementary school for girls—the direction of these institutes is
to be handed over to the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de
Paul in accordance with the decision made by the bishop of
Linz. If this is impossible or appears to be impractical, it
will be left to the Catholic diocesan ordinariate of Linz to
have the above obligations fulfilled by another order of
women religious or to transfer them to a different religious
institute of School Sisters from another Austrian motherhouse, but in this case, only for Freistadt.
One further remark in closing—the foundation of a
benefice by the deceased Mrs. Theresa Schwarz, for which a
separate foundation document has been drawn up, is also
connected with this institute.
The personal signatures of Miss Frances Schwarz and of
the General Superior of the Order of the Poor School Sisters
of Notre Dame attest to the authenticity of this document.
Three properly stamped copies of this foundation document—one each for use by the imperial and royal government, the foundress and her heirs, and the Religious
Institute of the Poor School Sisters—as well as two un-
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stamped copies for the diocesan ordinariate and for the imperial and royal government finance department were
drawn up.
Frances Schwarz
Generalate
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
M. Theresa of Jesus
4563: To Mayor Caspar Schwarz
Freistadt

Munich
May 27, 1871

J!M!
Honorable Mayor!
You wrote a testimonial with great praise for the positive
results of our sisters’ many years of service in Freistadt.
Please accept the expression of our sincere gratitude for this.
In the meantime, however, a letter from our sisters arrived,
stating that your testimonial did not have the desired effect
since the district committee wants to have our sisters removed from the school.
In these times that are so difficult for the Catholic
Church, we ask that you would continue to give your kind
advice to our sisters regarding this urgent matter, as you
have already done in so many cases that have occurred since
we have been in Freistadt.
We recognize that you are a genuine friend of our order
and we are firmly convinced that, with all the means at your
disposal, you will try to preserve and safeguard the very
beneficial foundation made by your devout mother 25 and
your sister, Fanny.
Requesting your further kind benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
25. Mrs. Theresa Schwarz
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4567: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
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Munich
May 31, 1871

J!M!
Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
In your letter of May 19, you kindly gave us pastoral instructions with regard to the situation in our school in
Traunkirchen. 26 We consider this to be proof of your recognition of our cause and wish to express our deep gratitude
for your pastoral advice.
In the booklet that was sent to us regarding the subjects
to be taught, we could see nothing that would rob the actual
teaching of its denominational character 27 but we did not
want to proceed with our limited insight and wished to present the matter to Your Excellency.
Now that your statement has given us different information, 28 we are happy to submit completely and will follow
carefully the advice given, leaving everything else to God.
Recommending the sisters of the diocese of Linz to your
pastoral care and asking for your episcopal blessing for each
one, I remain respectfully yours,
Mary Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

26. See Document 4558, pp. 142-143.
27. See Footnote 11, p. 142.
28. A copy of Bishop Rudigier’s response has not been found but he
was adamantly opposed to the laws passed in May 1868, which placed all
schools in Austria under the direct supervision of the state.
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4602: To Frances Schwarz
Thurnfeld, Tyrol

Munich
September 18, 1871

J!M!
Venerable Sister!
Before all else, we wish to express our congratulations
on the solemn occasion of your reception of the religious
habit on August 28. At the throne of God, your departed
mother 29 surely celebrated this day with you. Through your
holy founder, St. Francis de Sales, whose name you now
bear, 30 she will send you all the graces that you need in your
new state of life.
The foundation documents arrived and we sent them to
Freistadt, where Fr. [Joseph] Hanimaier takes good care of
the sisters. In your hours of silent prayer, Venerable Sister, please recommend this, your devout foundation, to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 31
Extending our best regards to your venerable superiors,
I remain gratefully and respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Ther. of Jesus

29. Mrs. Theresa Schwarz
30. Frances Schwarz was given the name Sister Anna Salesia.
31. An entry in the Freistadt Chronicle reads, “Frances Schwarz died
as a Visitation Nun in Thurnfeld, Tyrol, on August 11, 1887. With her
death, our institute is no longer obligated to pay her the annual sum of
100 florin. May God grant that the departed co-foundress and all who
have contributed to the foundation of our institute will rejoice in the
abundant blessings of her noble work for all eternity!” The Thurnfeld Visitation Convent is now located in Hall (Tyrol), Austria.
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To the Diocesan Ordinariate
Linz
J!M!
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Munich
November 11, 1871

Diocesan Ordinariate in Linz!
Foundation Document of Frances Schwarz in Freistadt
Reference: Episcopal Decree No. 4670 of October 25, 1871

Upon my return from several weeks of travel, I found
your letter of October 25, 1871, (No. 4670) and I now submit
my reply as follows:
The draft of the foundation document under discussion
that was drawn up by the generalate of the Poor School Sisters in 1858 32 contained the following passage, word for
word, “The teaching sisters comply with existing Church
and civil laws in regard to education.”
This passage was not changed to its current text by the
generalate but by Mr. Caspar Schwarz, the mayor of Freistadt who is also the brother and authorized representative
of the foundress, Frances Schwarz. 33 He made this proposal
because in Austria there are no educational laws from
Church authorities but only from government authorities.
Therefore, the word Church was omitted as being superfluous.
If the School Sisters wish to be employed, they are required by the school laws to have teaching certificates and
to comply with the precepts regarding instruction. Nothing
prevents them from teaching according to the principles of
the Catholic religion. They must only state their willingness to work in accordance with the government school laws
and within the limits set by them. The other women religious in Ischl, Frankenburg, 34 and Linz, who are under the
same laws, continue to work in the schools as formerly with32. See Document 2600, p. 94, and Document 4560, pp. 144-154.
33. Caspar Schwarz was also a representative in the district assembly. As a member of the Liberal Party, he favored nondenominational
schools and supported the new school laws passed in 1868.
34. The Franciscan Sisters from Vöcklabruck opened their first mission in Frankenburg in 1857.
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out cause for complaint.
Those are the facts with regard to the foundation letter
under discussion. The generalate received it with the passage as it is now written and, unaware of the change, signed
it. Since the result would be presented to the diocesan authorities for their approval, which has been done, you in
your wisdom had and still have the authority to examine the
contents and to approve or to reject the document.
If, from the Church’s standpoint, the diocesan consistory
cannot approve the current wording of the foundation document as proposed by the foundress’ authorized representative, 35 in your wisdom and prudence, would you kindly make
a decision on this. Far from holding fast to an act in opposition to the Church, the generalate would be taken out of a
painfully embarrassing situation with regard to the oft-mentioned foundation document and would submit with joy and
gratitude.
It certainly is not the Poor School Sisters’ fault that the
approval of this foundation was postponed and delayed for
years and that, after all the other sufferings the sisters endured, it only ended up with this new obstacle. During the
long time that this foundation was hovering in the air, the
Poor School Sisters had to go through an equally long sequence of sufferings of every kind. As far as I know, with
God’s grace they always kept within the bounds of the laws
and precepts of the Church as well as those of patience and
charity, which were often sorely tested. In their complete
abandonment, they preferred to do without the improvement of their meager livelihood in Freistadt if it meant taking an oath of unconditional obedience to government laws.
They also prefer to shake the dust from their feet and withdraw from Freistadt rather than make a commitment or act
in a manner that is contrary in any way to their faith according to the Holy Roman Catholic Church.
These are the principles according to which the sisters
have always been instructed and guided by the generalate
and they have acted in accordance with them, giving wit35. Caspar Schwarz
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ness to the whole world.
I considered it proper to respond to the reservation you
expressed and, leaving everything to God, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame

4655:

To the Diocesan Ordinariate
Linz

Munich
January 31, 1872

Diocesan Ordinariate!
In Decree No. 5056 of November 29, 1871, you state that the
generalate of the Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame must make a
concise statement to the governor of Upper Austria 36 with reference to the allocution given by the Holy Father on June 22, 1868, 37
to withdraw the modification in the foundation document, 38 and to
declare that this document can be considered valid only if the following is added, “without violating the commandments of God and
the Church.”
The respectfully undersigned, who was under the impression
that the two authorities would agree on the wording of the foundation document before its approval by the imperial and royal government and the diocesan ordinariate, submits the request that
the diocesan ordinariate would enter ex officio into direct negotiations with the imperial and royal government for this purpose.
The respectfully undersigned is very willing to submit to the
statement agreed upon by both authorities, which would then be
added to the foundation document already approved by the imperial and royal government.
Respectfully yours,

M. Ther. of Jesus

36. Baron Sigmund Conrad von Eybesfeld (1821-98), Governor of Upper Austria (1871-72)
37. On June 22, 1868, Pope Pius IX wrote a severe criticism of the
Austrian laws passed on May 25, 1868, which led to a decisive sharpening
of the conflict between the Catholic Church and the Austrian government.
38. See Document 4630, pp. 157-158.
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4680: To the Imperial and Royal Commission
Linz

Munich
April 29, 1872

Imperial and Royal Government Commission!
In the foundation document of the School Sisters’ Institute in Freistadt, which was approved by the imperial and
royal government in Linz on October 7, 1871, (No. 9739), the
respectfully undersigned submitted the statement that the
sisters who teach at the school for girls in Freistadt will always “comply with existing state and district laws in regard
to education, submit to lawful authorities, and use the prescribed textbooks.”
By virtue of Decree No. 4670, October 25, 1871, and Decree No. 5056, November 1871, the diocesan ordinariate
in Linz refused Church approval of this foundation document because it is “objectively inadmissible.”
In accordance with instructions from the diocesan ordinariate, therefore, the respectfully undersigned submits the
statement to the imperial and royal government commission
that the passage in the foundation document cited above can
be valid only if the following is added, “without violating the
commandments of God and the Church.”
Recommending this concern to your benevolence, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
4696: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
July 17, 1872

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
In accordance with your request, the respectfully undersigned presents you with the enclosed copy of the letter of
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May 22, which came to us through the Freistadt Imperial
and Royal District Office. According to its contents, we must
leave all further steps to your wise judgment.
If our sisters continue to conduct the school in Freistadt
and if precepts or unreasonable demands that are contrary
to the commandments of God and of the Church are made on
us, we would rather give up the school than be unfaithful to
our holy religion.
We ask that you would please make this decision so that
we will know what to do. 39
Respectfully yours,
M. Theresa of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
4846: To Fr. Leopold Stadler
Traunkirchen

Munich
August 21, 1873

J!M!
Very Reverend Pastor!
Please accept the expression of our gratitude for your
sincere interest in our weal and woe and for the efforts you
made on our behalf.
In God’s name, we have notified the local school council
39. The sisters who taught in the elementary school for girls received
a lay teacher’s salary until the new school laws were passed in 1868. In
accordance with these laws, the school was declared a private school, the
number of hours of instruction was increased, and needlework classes
were obligatory. Children were also obliged to attend school for eight
years. Nevertheless, the teaching personnel remained the same, and the
sisters were no longer paid by the government. They could not ask for
tuition either and suffered great hardship. The sisters persevered, the
school continued to grow, and the district inspectors were very satisfied
with the children’s achievement. In 1872, the school finally obtained government recognition as a public school and the teachers were paid again.
See In eine Zukunft voller Hoffnung…150 Jahre Schulschwestern in Österreich, 1. Niederlassung in Freistadt (Freistadt, 2003) 27.
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of the withdrawal of the School Sisters from the elementary
and needlework school entrusted to them up to now, and
submitted a copy of this notice to the bishop in Linz. 40 We
have entrusted all to God!
Please do not abandon the few sisters remaining in the
institute, but grant them your continued pastoral care as
long as the mission continues.
Requesting your prayer, I remain respectfully and gratefully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
4849: To Bishop Francis J. Rudigier
Linz
J!M!

Munich
August 23, 1873

Most Reverend Bishop! Your Excellency!
Enclosed is a copy of the letter we sent to the local school
council of Traunkirchen. 41
In Traunkirchen, a school assistant who was recently
employed has his living quarters in the school building.
This resulted in a very distressing situation whereby the sister 42 had to conduct her class down the hall from the teacher
with the boys. Soon after that, it was made clear to her that
she must assign half of the girls to him and, of course, half
of the already meager support. After it was reported that
the rest of the girls would also be transferred to the same
teacher, we felt we must withdraw for reasons of prudence
and common sense. 43
40. See Documents 4849, p. 162, addressed to Bihop Rudiger, and
4850, p. 163.
41. See Document 4850, p. 163.
42. Sister M. Ernestina Baier
43. According to the Traunkirchen Chronicle, the local school authorities wanted a school with three classes and two male head teachers,
whereby some of the girls were taken from the sisters. Tuition was abolished and nothing was promised for the sisters in its place. Various unpleasant occurrences induced Mother Theresa to give up the school where
the sisters taught for 13 years on a provisional basis. Sister Ernestina
Baier was recalled and sent to teach at the recently opened mission in
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Nevertheless, the sisters will remain in Traunkirchen to
continue working in the kindergarten. May God help
them!44
We ask that you would not withdraw your benevolence
from the Poor School Sisters, but graciously continue to
grant it as you have in the past.
Respectfully yours
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame
4850: To the Local School Council
Traunkirchen

Munich
August 23, 1873

Honorable Local School Council!
For the glory of God and the well-being of the school-age
girls in Traunkirchen, the respectfully undersigned generalate took over the new separate school for girls in 1860. According to reports up to now, they conducted the school to
the satisfaction of the bishop in Linz45 and the secular imperial and royal authorities.
Since new decisions and arrangements will strip the
character of this separate school for girls, the Poor School
Sisters do not wish to stand in the way any longer. Therefore, Sister M. Ernestina Baier will discontinue teaching elementary and needlework classes at the end of September
and will take with her the consoling awareness of having
faithfully carried out her duties.
May God protect the children and bless the town!
We request the confirmation of the receipt of this letter
as soon as possible.
Respectfully yours,
The Generalate
Wildon in Styria.
44. Sister Edburga Schatzhuber continued to conduct the kindergarten in Traunkirchen until her retirement in 1899. Sisters continued to
staff the mission until it was closed in 1969.
45. Bishop Rudigier
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5159:

To Fr. J. J. Berger, OSF
Maria Schmolln

Reverend Father! 46

J!M!

M. Theresa of Jesus
Munich
July 7, 1876

In accordance with your wishes, we have already written
to Vienna. The superior 47 there will inform you of the day
and the hour of her arrival in Altheim-Obernberg.
Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate your second expressed wish. To apply for the teaching position in Rossbach contradicts our faithfully held principle that we go only
“where Divine Providence calls us.” We have never applied
for a place and we cannot do so now. Nevertheless, we will
pray that if the pastor applies for the transfer of the teaching position in Rossbach to the Poor School Sisters, all will
take place in accordance with God’s holy will.
In case you would like to correspond with the superior in
Vienna about the trip, we are enclosing her address. We
gave her the directive to wait for further word from you.
Requesting a remembrance in your worthy prayer at the
shrine of our Blessed Mother, I remain respectfully yours,
The Poor School Sister,
M. Theresa of Jesus

5168:

To Fr. J. J. Berger, OSF
Maria Schmolln

Reverend Father!

J!M!

Munich
August 30, 1876

We just received word from Vienna asking for certificates for the sisters proposed for Rossbach. Since we have
them here, I hasten to send them directly by return mail.
M. Evarista (Margaret) Endres passed the examination
for elementary subjects and needlework in Austria, as her
46. J. J. Berger, OSF, was stationed at Maria Schmolln, a Marian
shine located in Upper Austria. His letter to Mother Theresa has not been
found.
47. Sister M. Mathilde Petri
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certificate indicates, and is therefore the appointed teacher.
We are also enclosing Sister Clara Kraus’s certificate,
which she acquired after working five years in Orb. 48 She is
also a certified teacher, but passed her examination in Prussia, not in Austria. We are sending her as a companion sister because, in accordance with our statutes, we do not send
one sister alone. Sister Clara can assist the appointed
teacher.
Recommending this cause to God and to the Most Holy
Mother of God, I remain respectfully yours,
M. Ther. of Jesus
General Superior
P.S. Please send us the district authorities’ reply. We
are waiting for their response before we make a personal inspection of the site.
5197:

To Fr. J. J. Berger, OSF
Maria Schmolln

Reverend Father!

J!M!

Munich
November 14, 1876

We received Sister M. Clara Kraus’s certificate that you
enclosed with the letter in which you expressed your sorrow
over the hopes that have come to nothing. 49 Since our times
are not right for carrying out such plans, we entrust the
cause into God’s hands. We want nothing more than to work
for the glory of God and the salvation of children’s souls.
Perhaps our unworthiness prevents us from doing this.
We thank you for the trust you have given us and recommend our order’s intentions to your prayer at the shrine
of our dear Mother of God.
Respectfully yours,
[No Signature]

48. After the Austro-Prussian War in 1866, the town of Orb fell to
Prussia. Sisters were then sent from the motherhouse in Westphalia to
the mission in Orb until the Kulturkampf laws forced them to leave in
1872.
49. Sisters were never sent to Rossbach.
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Jan. 24, 1858
2546:
Jan. 25, 1858
2547:
Jan. 25, 1858
2566:
Mar. 3, 1858
2568:
Mar. 5, 1858
2599:
Apr. 14, 1858
2600:
Apr. 14, 1858
2674:
Aug. 17, 1858
2675:
Aug. 19, 1858
2683:
Aug. 25, 1858
2700:
Sept. 10, 1858
2710:
Sept. 25, 1858
2711:
Sept. 25, 1858
2720:
Sept. 30, 1858
2726:
Oct. 1, 1858
2736:
Oct. 18, 1858
2764 a: Nov. 19, 1858
2773: Dec. 30, [1852]

Francis J. Rudigier
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Diocesan Ordinariate
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Francis J. Rudigier
Francis J. Rudigier
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Francis J. Rudigier
Frances Schwarz
Sebastian Schwarz
Emperor Francis Joseph
Francis J. Rudigier
Sebastian Schwarz
Francis J. Rudigier
Francis J. Rudigier
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Francis J. Rudigier
Frances Schwarz
Foundation Document
Archduchess Sophie
Francis J. Rudigier
Francis J. Rudigier
A Pastor
Francis J. Rudigier
Leopold Stadler
Francis J. Rudigier
Traunkirchen Administrator
Frances Schwarz
Freistadt District Office
Frances Schwarz

43
45
46
47
49
50
51
52
53
56
57
58
60
60
61
63
65
69
70
72
73
74
76
77
80
82
83
83
85
90
91
92
92
93
94
94
95
95
97
15
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2792:
2795:
2832:
2883:
2906:
2907:
2975:
2978:
2991:
3043:
3072:
3073:
3087:
3131:
3132:
3168:
3231:
3316:
3472:
3507:
3708:
3709:
3845:
3890:
3914:
3925:
3947:
4010:
4011:
4013:
4371:
4408:
4423:
4456:
4458:
4477:
4524:
4555:
4558:
4560:

Jan. 9, 1859
Jan. 16, 1859
Feb. 22, 1859
Apr. 9, 1859
May 12, 1859
May 12, 1859
Sept. 29, 1859
Oct. 3, 1859
Oct. 29, 1859
Mar. 6, 1860
May 20, 1860
May 20, 1860
Aug. 15, 1860
Sept. 20, 1860
Sept. 20, 1860
Oct. 26, 1860
Feb. 26, 1861
Jan. 15, 1862
Nov. 26, 1862
Feb. 21, 1863
Sept. 24, 1864
Sept. 24, 1864
Mar. 31, 1865
July 30, 1865
Aug. 27, 1865
Sept. 11, 1865
Oct. 12, 1865
Mar. 5, 1866
Mar. 5, 1866
Mar. 26, 1866
Aug. 26, 1869
Jan. 6, 1870
Mar. 12, 1870
June 12, 1870
June 18, 1870
Sept. 25, 1870
Jan. 1, 1871
Apr. 16, 1871
Apr. 25, 1871
May 8, 1871

Frances Schwarz
Francis J. Rudigier
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Freistadt District Office
Frances Schwarz
Gabriele von Czillich
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
Frances Schwarz
M. Mathilde Petri
Frances Schwarz
Traunkirchen Pastorate
Francis J. Rudigier
Francis J. Rudigier
Sebastian Freudenthaler
Francis J. Rudigier
Francis J. Rudigier
Francis J. Rudigier
M. Gabriela Pfaffenzeller
Francis J. Rudigier
Frances Schwarz
Joseph Hanimaier
Francis J. Rudigier
A Property Owner
Mrs. Ruckerbauer
Francis J. Rudigier
Joseph Hanimaier
M. Xaveria Hermsen
Foundation Document
Frances Schwarz
Diocesan Ordinariate
Joseph Hanimaier
Joseph Hanimaier
Frances Schwarz
Archduchess Sophie
Traunkirchen School Council
Traunkirchen School Council
Francis J. Rudigier
Foundation Document

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
105
107
108
111
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
120
121
123
123
124
125
125
127
129
135
136
137
137
139
139
141
141
142
144

170
4563:
4567:
4602:
4630:
4655:
4680:
4696:
4846:
4849:
4850:
5159:
5168:
5197:

May 27, 1871
May 31, 1871
Sept. 18, 1871
Nov. 11, 1871
Jan. 31, 1872
Apr. 29, 1872
July 17, 1872
Aug. 21, 1873
Aug. 23, 1873
Aug. 23, 1873
July 7, 1876
Aug. 30, 1876
Nov. 14, 1876

Caspar Schwarz
Francis J. Rudigier
Frances Schwarz
Diocesan Ordinariate
Diocesan Ordinariate
Imperial Commission
Francis J. Rudigier
Leopold Stadler
Francis J. Rudigier
Traunkirchen School Council
J. J. Berger
J. J. Berger
J. J. Berger

154
155
156
157
159
160
160
161
162
163
164
164
165
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Index
Abenthum, Candidate Victoria,
37, 38, 85n
Adalberta Nieder, Sr. M. See
Nieder, Sr. M. Adalberta.
Alana Kotzbauer, Sr. M. See
Kotzbauer, Sr. M. Alana.
All the works of God, xii, 8, 54, 63,
109
Amatora Ruckerbauer, Sr. M. See
Ruckerbauer, Sr. M. Amatora.
angel, 101
Augustine of Hippo, St., 41
Austeria Wirthl, Sr. M. See
Wirthl, Sr. M. Austeria.
Austrian Concordat (1855), 41, 44,
45, 50, 73n
Austrian currency, 87n
Austrian school laws (1868), 142n,
143, 155, 157-159
Bach, Baron Edward von
(Governor of Upper Austria),
13n, 63n
Baier, Sr. M. Bona (Barbara), 95,
119
Baier, Sr. M. Ernestina (Anna),
119, 125, 141, 143, 162, 163
Bauer, Fr. John Baptist, 7, 14, 20,
22
Bauer, Sr. M. Cantia (Anna), 18n,
106n, 112n, 119
Beatific Vision, 57
beginnings, 26, 67
benefice, 31n
Berger, Fr. J. J., 164-165
Blandina Höchstetter, Sr. M. See
Höchstetter, Sr. M. Blandina.
Blessed Sacrament, 116, 135n,
136n
Bona Baier, Sr. M. See Baier, Sr.
M. Bona.
Bonfilia Niedermeier, Sr. M. See
Niedermeier, Sr. M. Bonfilia.
branches, 27
bread, 110
Brede Convent (Westphalia), 3n

Breslau (Silesia) (now Wrocŀaw,
Poland): Ad Matrem
Dolorosam, 64n
call, 121, 164
Cantia Bauer, Sr. M. See Bauer,
Sr. M. Cantia.
Cantianilla Königer, Sr. M. See
Königer, Sr. M. Cantianilla.
Caroline Augusta (Empress of
Austria), 3n, 20, 30, 62;
beginning of congregation, 24,
72, 77; donations, 14-15, 18, 23,
25, 27n, 28, 130, 147
Catholic Church: See Church,
Catholic.
charity, 117, 158
cholera: in Munich, 25-26
Church of Our Lady (Liebfrauenkirche): See Freistadt (Upper
Austria): Church of Our Lady.
Church, Catholic, 1, 16, 20, 44, 49,
73, 89, 104, 152, 154, 157-161
Clara Kraus, Sr. M. See Kraus,
Sr. M. Clara.
community: at least two sisters, 4,
165
concern for sisters, 81
confessors, 123n
conventional currency, 4n, 87n
Cosma Schwab, Sr. M. See
Schwab, Sr. M. Cosma.
Council of Trent: See Trent,
Council of.
courage, 79
crib, 15
cross, xi-xii, 1
Csajághy, Alexander (Bishop of
Csanád in Temesvár), 66
Czillich, Baroness Gabriele von,
105
death, 40, 56, 76
des Enffans d’Avernas, Count
Henry, 140n
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des Enffans d’Avernas, Countess
Marie, 140n
Directory of the Congregation, 67,
85
Divine Providence, 109, 164
Edburga Schatzhuber, Sr. M. See
Schatzhuber, Sr. M. Edburga.
Editha Grundner, Sr. M. See
Grundner, Sr. M. Editha.
education: vision and purpose, 72,
97, 101, 121, 165
Eichner, Sr. M. Landelina, 136
Elizabeth of Bavaria (Empress of
Austria and Queen of
Hungary), 39, 96
Emmanuela Landgrebe, Sr. M.
See Landgrebe, Sr. M.
Emmanuela.
enclosure, episcopal, 75n
Enders, Sr. M. Evarista
(Margaret), 164
Ernestina Baier, Sr. M. See Baier,
Sr. M. Ernestina.
Evarista Enders, Sr. M. See
Enders, Sr. M. Evarista.
Eybesfeld, Baron Sigmund Conrad
(Governor of Upper Austria),
159n
faith, 56, 158
Ferdinand I (Emperor of Aus-tria),
58, 102, 131, 149-150
flowering, 54
foundation: definition, 2n
Frances of Rome, St., 82, 101n
Francis Charles (Archduke of
Austria), 27n, 130, 148
Francis Joseph (Emperor of
Austria), 23, 39, 45, 54, 69, 7273, 92, 130, 147
Franciscan Sisters of the
Immaculate Conception (Graz),
8n, 70n, 85n
Frankenburg (Upper Austria), 157
Freistadt (Upper Austria), xi-xii;
boarding school, 109-110;
Church of Our Lady (Lieb-

frauenkirche), 54, 59, 62 (illus.),
64, 66, 84, 122; elementary
school, 2, 39, 44-46, 59, 74, 78,
84, 97-98, 101-103, 105-106,
143, 154, 157-161; foundation
documents, 30-31, 41-43, 85-89,
129-133, 144-154; fundraising,
6-7, 14-15, 19-20, 25-30, 51, 54,
58, 78, 81, 102, 110, 115-116;
institute, 1-20, 22-30, 34-41,4560, 62 (illus.), 61-70, 72-73, 7779, 80-82, 83-85, 95-96, 99-100,
102-103, 105-111, 113-114, 116123, 125-128, 135-139, 142-143,
154, 157-161; possible
motherhouse and novitiate, 64,
66-67, 69-71, 74, 80, 109
Freudenthaler, Sebastian, 88, 115116, 131, 148, 150
fruit, 16, 29, 36, 101, 115
future, 67
Gabriela Pfaffenzeller, Sr. M. See
Pfaffenzeller, Sr. M. Gabriela.
garden, 1, 16, 54, 78, 115
Gisela Stangl, Sr. M. See Stangl,
Sr. M. Gisela.
Glink, Sr. M. Josepha Her-manna
(Anna), 136n, 140n
God’s love, 17, 63, 100
God’s will, 8, 45, 50, 56, 70, 75-76,
79, 126
God’s work, xii, 1, 3, 6, 16, 20, 27,
30, 48, 58, 59, 66, 83, 136
Gorizia (now Gorizia, Italy):
Institute for Deaf Children, 61,
62, 64, 66, 69, 72
gratitude, 72, 79, 99, 121-122, 158
Graz Franciscans: See Franciscan
Sisters of the Immaculate
Conception.
Grundner, Sr. M. Editha, 119, 136
Gumpenberger, Fr. George, 35, 37,
106, 110
Guth, Fr. Seraphinus, 135n

Index
Hallein Franciscans: See School
Sisters of the Third Order of St.
Francis (Hallein).
Hallstatt (Upper Austria), 96
Hanimaier, Fr. Joseph, 121-123,
125-126, 135-139, 156
harvest, 36, 63, 81, 126
heaven, 8, 40, 41, 58, 64, 82, 100,
101, 109
Hermanna Glink, Sr. M. Josepha:
See Glink, Sr. M. Josepha
Hermanna.
Hermsen, Sr. M. Xaveria (Helene),
106n, 115-116, 119, 126, 127128
Hirschau (now Hyršov in the
Czech Republic), 18
Höchstetter, Sr. M. Blandina
(Theresa), 93
Holfelder, Sr. M. Marka, 106n,
109n, 118
Holy Rule, 13, 19, 21, 22, 33, 49,
92, 95
hope, 26, 56, 67, 71
Ischl (now Bad Ischl, Upper
Austria), 62, 120, 133, 157
Jesus, 1, 15, 58, 63, 64; Sacred
Heart of Jesus, 26, 137, 156
Job, Fr. Francis Sebastian, xi, 24,
72, 77
Josepha Hermann Glink, Sr. M.
See Glink, Sr. M. Josepha
Hermanna.
joy, 3, 20, 25, 36, 64, 75, 81, 83, 90,
115, 122, 139, 140, 158
Juliana Sixt, Sr. M. See Sixt, Sr.
M. Juliana.
kindergarten: concept, xi, 2, 4, 5
Kinsky, Countess von, 6n
Kögler, Bartholomew and Anna,
151
Königer, Sr. M. Cantianilla (Anna
Frances), 18n, 26, 27n, 29, 53,
106n, 109n, 119
Kösching (Bavaria), 3n
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Kotzbauer, Sr. M. Alana, 136
Kraus, Sr. M. Clara (Marianne),
165
Kulturkampf, 165n
Ladislaus Norgauer, Sr. M. See
Norgauer, Sr. M. Ladislaus.
Landelina Eichner, Sr. M. See
Eichner, Sr. M. Landelina.
Landgrebe, Sr. M. Emmanuela
(Caroline), 76
Lasberg (Upper Austria), 117
Leonfelden (now Bad Leonfeld-en,
Upper Austria), 123-124
Liberalism, 73n
Liebfrauenkirche: See Freistadt
(Upper Austria): Church of Our
Lady.
Louis (Archduke of Austria), 27n,
130, 148
love, 18, 30, 40, 46, 50, 101, 106,
121, 140
Margaret of Cortona Wiedemann,
Sr. M. See Wiedemann, Sr. M.
Margaret of Cortona.
Maria Anna of Sardinia (Empress
of Austria), 58
Maria Schmolln (Upper Austria),
164-165
Marka Holfelder, Sr. M. See
Holfelder, Sr. M. Marka.
Mary, 26, 41, 85, 144, 153, 164,
165; Queen of Heaven, 25
Mathilde Petri, Sr. M. See Petri,
Sr. M. Mathilde.
Mayr, Francis and Theresa, 150
mercy, 63, 67, 106
Miehsenberger, Maria, 88, 131,
148
motherhouse: requirements for,
69, 74; union with Munich
Motherhouse, 11, 12, 42, 49, 65,
72
Munich Motherhouse: See
motherhouse: union with
Munich Motherhouse.
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Nadelhofer, Anna, 88, 131, 149
Nazareth, 15
needlework school, xi
Neunburg vorm Wald (Bavaria),
24, 27, 77, 140
Nieder, Sr. M. Adalberta
(Balbina), 112n
Niedermeier, Sr. M. Bonfilia
(Johanna), 119
Norgauer, Sr. M. Ladislaus
(Elise), 112n, 119
Nowak, Sr. M. Philothea
(Johanna), 25n
obedience, 103
Oesterreich-Este, Archduke
Maximilian Joseph von, 19n,
27n
Orb (now Bad Orb, Germany), 165
orphans, 78, 110, 140
Pachner, Fr. Wencel, 102n
papal decree of recognition, 24, 33,
44, 49
patience, 16, 34, 56, 57, 103, 121,
158
peace, 40, 57, 79, 101, 121
Petri, Sr. M. Mathilde (Frances),
106n, 109-110, 114, 164
Pfaffenzeller, Sr. M. Gabriela
(Maria), 119
Philothea Nowak, Sr. M. See
Nowak, Sr. M. Philothea.
Piarists (Order of the Pious
Schools), 97n
Poor School Sisters of the Third
Order of St. Francis Seraphicus (Vöcklabruck), 8n, 18, 41n;
possible union with School
Sisters of Notre Dame, 70-71,
73-76, 79-80, 82, 84-85, 96
poverty, 77, 81
prayer, 3, 7, 17, 30, 40, 56, 82,
104, 110, 156
prudence, 121-122, 126, 158, 162
Queen of Heaven: See Mary.

Rain on the Lech River (Bavaria),
3n
Raphael (Archangel), 26
Rappan, Philomena, 119
Rauscher, Cardinal Joseph
Othmar von (Prince Bishop of
Vienna), 110n
recognition of the congregation:
See papal decree of recognition.
religious vocation, 101;
qualifications for, 124
roots, 25, 54
Rosamunda Winkler, Sr. M. See
Winkler, Sr. M. Rosamunda.
Rossbach (Upper Austria), 164165
Rottenburg (Württemberg), 3n
Ruckerbauer, Mrs., 124
Ruckerbauer, Sr. M. Amatora,
124, 125
Rudigier, Francis Joseph (Bishop
of Linz), 11n, 18n; Freistadt,
19n, 24, 28, 40, 41, 54, 55, 57,
64, 81, 102, 106, 110, 121-123,
135; Traun-kirchen, 90, 94,
163; Vöck-labruck, 70-71, 7576, 80. See also List of
Documents.
rule of the congregation: See Holy
Rule.
Sacred Heart of Jesus: See Jesus.
Schatzhuber, Sr. M. Edburga
(Maria): Freistadt, 18n, 37, 38,
39; Traunkirchen, 92-93, 95,
119, 163n
Schlecht, Sr. M. Valentina
(Frances), 93
School Sisters of the Third Order
of St. Francis (Hallein), 18n,
41n
Schwab, Sr. M. Cosma
(Crescentia), 95, 118
Schwarz, Caspar, 117-118, 120,
126, 155, 157-158
Schwarz, Fr. Sebastian, 3n, 7-8,
48, 69, 73-74, 77, 79-80, 84-85;

Index
death, 139. See also List of
Documents.
Schwarz, Frances, xi, 12, 23, 72,
77-79, 126, 138, 157; illness,
111, 114, 117-118, 120, 122;
foundation documents, 41-42,
85-89, 129-133, 144-154;
Visitation Sister, 156 See also
List of Documents.
Schwarz, Mrs. Theresa, xi, 2n, 11,
12, 23, 31, 72, 85, 97-98, 106;
death, 40, 46, 47, 53, 65, 156;
foundation documents, 41-42,
85-89, 129-133, 144-154
Schwarzenberg, Cardinal
Frederick von (Prince
Archbishop of Prague), 55-56
seedbed, 27, 36, 115
seed, 25, 26, 29, 30
Siegert, Fr. Matthias, 25, 84n,
106n, 117, 138
Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de
Paul (Linz), 42-43, 88, 153
Sisters of the Visitation (Thurnfeld, Tyrol), 156n
Sixt, Sr. M. Juliana (Katherine),
18n, 26, 27n, 29, 39, 46, 53, 54,
103, 105, 106n, 109n, 110
Solferino, Battle of, 104n
Sophie (Archduchess of Austria),
23-25, 27n, 76-77, 83, 91, 92,
94, 115, 130, 139-140, 148
Spirit of the Constitutions, 24n
Stadler, Fr. Leopold, 94, 143, 161162
Stangl, Sr. M. Gisela (Josepha),
112n
statutes of the congregation. See
Holy Rule.
Stohlberger, Francis and
Magdalena, 88, 130, 150
storms, 64
suffering, 1, 40, 64, 67, 79
Temesvár (now Timişoara,
Romania): 64, 69, 72, 84n, 90,
91, 112n, 119
Traunkirchen (Upper Austria), 6061, 62, 76-77, 83, 90-95, 101,
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105, 112-115, 117, 123, 125,
139-143, 155, 161-163
Trent, Council of (1545-63), 66
Tröbinger, Anna, 131
trust, 1, 15, 38, 40, 77, 79, 110,
162, 165
unity, 4, 69: See also motherhouse: union with Munich.
Valentina Schlecht, Sr. M. See
Schlecht, Sr. M. Valentina.
Vienna (Austria): Mater
Misericordiae, 114n
Vienna currency, 131n
Vöcklabruck (Upper Austria),
7-8: See also Schwarz, Fr.
Sebastian.
Vöcklabruck Franciscans: See
Poor School Sisters of the Third
Order of St. Francis Seraphicus
(Vöcklabruck).
Weigert, Katherine, 19
Wels (Upper Austria), 110
Wiedemann, Sr. M. Margaret of
Cortona (Anna), 18, 59, 60, 119,
126, 135
Wildon (Austria), 140, 162n
will of God: See God’s will.
Wimmer, Sr. Frances, 8n, 71, 7980, 85n
Winkler, Sr. M. Rosamunda
(Aloysia), 53-54, 56, 58, 59, 65
Wirthl, Sr. M. Austeria (Crescentia Genevieve), 53, 65, 106,
119
Wittmann, George Michael
(Auxiliary Bishop of Regensburg), 63
work of God: See God’s work.
Xaveria Hermsen, Sr. M. See
Hermsen, Sr. M. Xaveria.
zeal, 48, 58, 59, 72
Ziegler, Gregory Thomas (Bishop
of Linz), xi, 10, 11n, 130, 148

