
















The force of this belief blinds people to the fact that a significant influence on climate change is the 
increased amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere. We face a serious level of 
destruction of the biosphere because of the devastating effects on all living things. Developed 
nations contribute disproportionately to the current amounts of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, 
but it is the poorest countries in the world that will suffer the most devastating effects of climate 
change. These are facts available to anyone who is not blinded by unquestioned assumptions and 
convictions about the way things are and ought to be.11 

I offer just one statistic to give us some perspective. The population of the United States is about 
315 million people. It has been estimated that if the world population of 7 billion people used 
natural resources at the same rate as the United States, the earth would be able to support only 1.4 
billion people. 12 

How do we address this? How do we move hearts and minds - and thereby change behaviors? We 
have wisdom to offer, sisters, and witness to give. We do so already. I wonder if we are 
sufficiently aware of that, of the significance of the stances we take and the actions in which we 
engage for care of the earth, our common home? Do we recognize and give thanks for what God is 
doing in us and through us? And, more to the point for your reflection during your jubilee year, 
are we open to where and how God is calling us in the future? 

Brief pause for note-taking 

Slide 22: 

4. Evolution of Technology and Global Communications

The evolution of digital technology in daily life has allowed rapid global communications and 
networking to shape modem society in profound and still-unfolding ways. It is so important that 
we recognize this and reflect on it from the perspective of the Gospel. There is great potential here. 
It is incumbent upon all responsible persons, but especially educators, to evaluate critically the role 
and uses of communication technology and the impact they have on human development and 
relationships. This will be an ongoing challenge. I am not going to say more about it here, but I 
hope it enters into your conversations in the coming weeks, especially concerning the future of our 
ministries. I hope also that you are all aware of and interested in our Congregational 
Communication Plan, which is a serious attempt to address both the wonderful opportunities as 
well as the challenges of evolving technologies and global communications. 

Brief pause for note-taking 

11 
In paragraph 16 of the Introduction to Laudato Si', Pope Francis alerts us to watch for nine recurring themes in the 

encyclical, one of which is "the intimate relationship between the poor and the fragility of the planet." Indeed, the 

theme is repeated throughout the encyclical. See especially numbers 48-52. 

12 
Fred Magdoff and John Bellamy Foster, What Every Environmentalist Should Know about Capitalism, (NY: Monthly 

Review Press, 2011), page 28; quoted in Eggemeier, A Sacramental-Prophetic Vision, p. 44. 
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